


Mo % 

">% 

Mor OCt| 

10 ' fans’ 


No.: 66,075 


§g) t \j 


WHY WE 
NEED THE 
COMPANY 


TIMES CHMSTMAS APPEAL 

U2MTAELS PAGE 9 I 


WEDNESDAY 

NKXLLA I 
LAWSON 

Once again. Pm 
hot sending f 
. Oiristmas I 
I cards I 


IR171997 



TImES 


' V V 

3S 


hHp./Awvw. the-times, co. uk 


TELEVISION 
THE GHOSTS OF 
CHRISTMAS 1 
PAST 1 


*»-• 

My wedding 
present for 


Ffion 


PAGE 18 



Sarwar: in court today 


B* Shirley English . . - 
.AND JflLL SHERMAN 

A WARRANT for me arrest qfl 
Mohammed Sarwar, the suspended 
Labour -MP for Glasgow^ Cavan,- 
was issued last night on charges of 
election fraud. : 

Mr Sarwar, >44.. toemiflianaire 
businessman who became Britain^ • 
first Muslim MPon May I. was due 
to - appear - voluntarily '• today ■ at * 
Glasgow Sheriff Cc«rrL 
The Crown Office said lie .was 
taring criminal chaises relating to 
the late registration of voters, at- 
tempting, to pervert the course of * 
justice and contraventions of the 
Representationof the People Act in . 
connectfon with ejection expenses. ' 


■ -Mr Sarwar was mterviewed by 
Strathclyde police 1 last week after a 
steven-monthinquity. Hehad hoped 
to make his inaiden . .speech in the 
House of Commons! this Friday. 
Last night lie was m Glasgow arid 
was said to be "aware? that he was 
' going to be charged..! 

He ■ triggered ttie^GbwaTimenrs 
first-STeaze crisisJii ^May when he 
was suspended by the Labour Party 
: amid allegations published by the 
News of the World dial he had 
offered a £5,000 bribe to Badar 
Islam. 1 an election rival, to scale 
down his. campaign. Mr Sarwar 
claimed the money was a loan. Later 
other: allegations emerged concern¬ 
ing expenses Eddies and attempts to 
rig the election register. Through¬ 


out although isolated, Mr Sarwar 
‘ maintained his innocence and 
promised to clear his name. 

The scale of the charges agamst 
Mr Sarwar and their associations 
with sleaze will beemfaarrassing for 
Tony Blair; who hastalways made 
dear that he would not tolerate 
financial scandal in his-party. Two 
other MPs have already been sus¬ 
pended from the parliamentary 
party this year. Bob Warring, 
Labour MP for Liverpool West 
Derby, was suspended in June for 
failing to declare financial interests 
with a Serbian company. He has 
since been reinstated. 

In August Tommy Graham, the 
. MP for West Renfrewshire who was 
named in the suicide one of Gordon 


McM aster in which he was accused 
of orchestrating a whispering cam¬ 
paign against toe late MP. was 
suspended because he brought the 
parly into disrepute by publicly 
criticising colleagues. He was 
cleared of any link with the suicide. 

Conservative MPs were seeking 
to darify lasr night whether Mr 
Sarwar would be allowed permis¬ 
sion to enter the House of Commons 
while toe legal proceedings were 
continuing. He was seen in the 
Commons late last wed: but has not 
attended regularly since his 
suspension. 

David Madean, toe former Tory 
minister, raised a point of order in 
die Commons in which he said the 
warrant issued was for “one of toe 


most grave charges which exists” 
for an MP. 

Yesterday Margaret Curran. Mr 
Sarwar's election agent, refused to 
comment and was referring ail calls 
to Labour Party headquarters. In a 
prepared statement, a Labour 
spokesman said: “When the police 
inquiries began the Labour Party 
took action in two ways. Sarwar was 
suspended from membership of the 
Parliamentary Labour Party and 
the Labour Party deprived him of 
the right to represent the party at 
any level. We made it dear that this 
action was pending the outcome of 
the inquiry. Now that Mr Sarwar 
has been charged he will continue ro 
be suspended.” 

Mike Russell, chief executive of 


the Scottish National Party, called 
on Mr Sarwar to resign “in the 
interests of democracy and the 
representation of toe people of 
Go van." He said that a by-election 
offering constituents the chance 1 o 
choose again was the only realistic 
option and should be taken either 
voluntarily by Mr Sarwar or at the 
behest of the Labour Party. The SN P 
gave Labour a close fight in Govan 
on May 1. 

Mr Russell said: “Clearly Mr 
Sarwar will now have the opportu¬ 
nity to clear his name in court, but 
having an MP disabled by allega¬ 
tions since May L Govan now has 
an MP likely to be disabled by 
fighting criminal charges in court 
for a lengthy period of time.” 




By Dalya Aiberge and DanbexMcGrory 



SOTHEBY’S Is to tighten tip 
> its sale procedures p-make 
sure they, are ‘‘‘dean "as-.a 
• whistle" after an inquiry Into 
allegations Th^t fr vvas to-^ 
voK-ed in smoking art ires-, 
surcs. The aucticto house also 
sakl that it would not handle 
; anything.-ifstitere.was any 
suspicion thar ft mighf have 
been looted abroad, ; ‘ .r 
The new cbde of-amduct 
was announced at. ah emer¬ 
gency staff meeting Sast.iudfc 
at the end of ah $1> 
investigation set jbpafter ,The 
.•* Times and . an undercover 
$ team from Channel4imparted 
! rhat staff had been ; rigging 
■auctions and filegaHy export- 
ing works of art 
The inquiry found up to 2D 
cases in which Sotheby’s staff 
may have broken a country's 
laws, but no one. has been 
disciptiited.' A director sus¬ 
pended in Febroaiyhas been 
reinstated: 

Dede Brxxiks. Sothefry's 
chief executive, denied that the 
report was a whatowash :aod' 
said: "It'S beena-YerypainfuI 
process’Our changes are aof a 
reflection of -anytliing .''we ; 
found wrong, but more mafc-.i 
ing certain that everything is 
r ' dean as a wfustfc." 

-Ste said the report’s find-, 
ings would remain confidm- 
tiaLbut admitted to a number 
of shortcomings in the compa¬ 
ny's operations — including 
staff training and record-keep¬ 
ing. which she described as- 

absolutely, inadequate. 

The- inquiry 1 began after 
Rodtind Kdfiw^jn. Sothrijy^s 
Old! Masters expert m Milan* 
was- filmed arranging . to 
smiig’le an ISth century por¬ 
trait to London, ^'ithio days, 
Koflrwtjn'had rerigntid : ana 
George Gardon. a senior di- 

^ ^"... 


iCn^asoGiAt-.M. 


rector' of r the London 7 CHd 
Masters de ptut m efgrwas an- 
penderf. He has toow been 
reinstated.; • 

■JMrs Erodes insisted yester¬ 
day that.the Kollewijn affair 
was an isolated case,'altoough. 
toe inquiry did find evidence’ 
trf 

of staff". Sfotoeby's refused to 
ttany Or name-the 
worksof art involved. > ; 

Thq mquiry -rf carried ; put 
by two law firms fnmvNew 
Yoric wpd Ltmdm .under foe 
chaimian^hiptrfthe SWhehy^s 
.raaceexEcutive director Max 
’Hd*er--T^;^amnied 8.000 
ir^gctiot^ rqfciesenting. ai- 
sncEiafiofthepaist year's sales 
of Old' Master' paintings. 





Feb fis art scandal was; . 
•i rewakd inTheTfrws 

. jeveeUe^: arid, antiqttft^sr witir 
crossTMfxier issues, -u also 
' toA advice from. 45 outside 
experts and interviewed more 
than 200 staff© confidence. 

. . Kollewijo^ is feang tegal 
procedures in dad nctf 

give evtoencri nw did Peter 
; Watson, whose book feiundhed 
i.the tindercoyer mweatigation. 
He said that he was surpi^d 
not to have been invited to give 
evidence, hutSotoeb y^sai dk 
ted made stremicBas-dBcwcts to 
! persuade him to speak- Mrs 
Brooks said: “As mudj^asT 
hate to admit it, F think he did 
us a servioe. He jump-staxted. 
die process.” ; - - - 

Henry King, senior partner 


with tbe New York firm Davis 
Polk & WardweU, said that 
they had found evidence of 
“some deviation" from the 
company's policy that employ¬ 
ees should not break any 
countryYJaws in “less than 20 
cases". He was satisfied that 
Indivicb^ls: -k£ad .aciBd from.' 
ignorance, and said no one 
should he sacked.. 

- Mrs Brocks said that toe 
new code of pradke meant the 
company had already turned 
away up to ElO million of 
business, induding -.preco¬ 
lumbian artefacts and pid 
Master paintings. But that 
was balanced by the chance to 
restore Sotheby's credibility. 

. ■ "The dramatic change is 
that if any employee has 
actual knowledge that a work 
has been illegally exported 
. from ahy country — not just 
those that we do business with 

— then, regardless of US or 
• EC law, we will not sdl it. We 

are the only auction business 
to state dns." Sothebys has 
also. introduced a more de¬ 
tailed warranty on contracts 
in which the owner states that 
the property was legally ex¬ 
ported and imported. 

The move was welcomed by 
critics of auction house prac- 
r tices. indoding Sir Hugh 
Leg gate, the former museums, 
and galleries commissioner, 
who described it as a great 
strp forward that should have 
Tjeen introduced years^^go. 

.; Neil Brodie, coordinator of 
.■the fllidt antiquities research 
centre at the McDonald Insti- 
. -tiite- for Archaeological Re¬ 
search at Cambridge, said: “I 
would like to hope other 
auction houses and dealers 
:would follow their example." 






Smuggling dossier, page 8 . Dede Brooks. Sotheby’s chief executive, yesterday. “Ifs been a very painful process" 
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BfTTERwmds frwri, the Rute: 
atari. Steppes wiff lwep tem- 

pejatefte : fiefow feezing . 
across Brfefe-wfth snow -m 
toanYplaass today. Tbe Mefe- 

orofogtdti .Office ' said ^thal 
drixniriK toXMfiti.ons/routd. be 
haaay dous and ^Hul journeys, 
disrupted. : 

Last flight temp^atiu^ 

tit feezmg throu^tota the 
country and they are apecosd 
to stay much tfte samefoday. 

thewiwHiull factor will 
mrfee it feeMO to 15 degrees 
colder, tf anything the wmds 
will be a touch stronger than .- 
-they have been already during 
this cold snap," a Meteorologi¬ 
cal Office spokesman saito 

Aband of snow was expect-. 
erf to sweep across the Soutn 
and Wet Iasi ni^it, reaching 

the Thames Valley by^dawn, 

■ Fait-as it moves north U is 
Ukrfy to become edd ram. 
-There vnfl.be fairly signifi¬ 


cant problems; on tlte roads 
and rail I” the spokesman said. 1 
- “However; toe ixtilcfer-tor 
wftidz has heeti keeping tem¬ 
peratures up Aroughdaif toe 
autumn and beginning of the 
wmter will oncaagtoi content 
from the West, bringing toe 
temperatures slowfy up , by. 
Thursday in toe South and 
everywhere "dse by Friday.” 
The tonger^erm outlook was 
for that milder weather to be 
sustained, although hedid not - 
role our another cold; snap. . - . 
■ Help the Aged called for toe 
wjnd-chill factor to be taken 
into account when calculating 
cold weather payments forthe- 
elderly. The bookraakerCoral 
cut the odds on a second 

successive white .Christmas 
from 4-1 to 7-2aiter yesterdays 
flurries inspired bets totaling 

more than £IQ,00Gb^ ; ‘-'V' 

H emdess die, pa ge 14 
• -. .Forecast; page 21 
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attack on witness 


By Lin Jenkins and Peter Foster 


"The great'thing is that 
\ theyre alt volunteers* 


Beef rebels warn 
Government 

The Government dismissed 
predictions of mass dvil dis¬ 
obedience by meat, traders 
after it faced a backlash at 
home and in Euitme over its 
ban on the sale ofbeefon toe 

bone and on European im¬ 
ports that did not match 
British standards. Butchers 7 
face, prosecution -and.''jail, 
sentences —Pages 3,19 


THREE youths who tried to 
."terrily and intimidate" toe 
.key witness in the Philip 
‘ Lawrence murder trial were 
-iailed vesterdav. 

L They were sentenced at the 
~ end.of the last trial in a series, 
i mviolving one gang that was 
1 responsible for violent crimes 
1 in London, induding the stab- 
: hing of Mr Lawrence outside 
the srfuxd wtoere he was 
-headmaster, the gang rape of 
a tourist and toe near-fatal 
stabbing of the husband of 
Dante Barbara Mills, the Di¬ 
rector of Public Prosecutions. 

Gregory Jananto, Ramon 
Quiambo and Roland Ramos, 
all 18, were convicted of at¬ 
tempting to pervert toe course 
.of justice, a. crime the judge 
dereribed as a “growing 
. scourge*. Jananto was jailed 
for seven years and toe other 

' two for six. 

• -The attack on Antony Gajr- 
da, 20, occurred as he left a 


birthday party in a Charing 
Cross Road dub the night 
before he gave evidence that 
Leanco Chindamo had con¬ 
fessed over a game of pool that 
he had murdered Mr Law¬ 
rence. Mr Recorder David 
Farrer. QC. said that toe 
attack had been planned and 
that the 200 mainly Filipino 
partygoers must have known 
about toe campaign of intimi¬ 
dation. “f do not believe this 
was a spontaneous action. 1 
think it was something which, 
at toe least a large number of 
people talked about and 
agreed upon." 

He praised Mr Garda, 
whose ear was cut with a 
bottle before he was rescued 
by police, saying: "Antony 
Garda is a young man who 
has shown conspicuous cour¬ 
age over a long period of 
time." 

Street warriors, page 7 


Avian flu may 
be spreading 
among humans 

By Jonathan Mirsky in hong konc 
and Nigel Hawkes 


CHICKEN FLU. which has 
killed two people, may be 
spreading from person to per¬ 
son, health authorities in 
Hong Kong believe. 

If so. the danger of a world¬ 
wide epidemic will be greatly 
increased. Until now it had 
been thought all II cases of the 
disease so far identified or 
suspected had caught it direct¬ 
ly from birds. But yesterday 
Dr Margaret Chan, Her? 
Kong's Director of Health, 
disclosed that two children.. 
cousins of a five-year-old girl 
with avian flu. had the 
disease. Tests were being 
done to prove the link “beyond 
all doubt". 

While “such man-io-man 
transmission is occurring at a 
very' low level." she said, “we 
are nevertheless concerned by 
the constellation of cases. We 
need to expand our surveil¬ 
lance of toe source of trans¬ 
mission and whether the virus 
has undergone any generic 
changes or is still pure bird 
virus.” 

On Monday. Dr Robert 
Webster, of the World Health 
Organisation^ flu team, and 


an expen at St Jude's Chil¬ 
dren's Research Hospital in 
Memphis. Tennessee, said it 
was only a matter of time 
before person-to-person infec¬ 
tion began. When that hap¬ 
pened, he said, the virus could 
rage around the globe and 
existing flu vaccines would 
Offer no protection. 

The WHO said it would 
send testing kits for avian flu 
to J10 centres in S2 countries 
around the world, to try ro 
identify any cases outside 
Hong Kong, which would 
almost certainly be conclusive 
proof of a person-to-person 
spread. 

The virus, which is called 
H5N1, has been known for 
many years, and had only 
been found in birds until May 
this year, when the firsr 
human victim, a three-year- 
old boy. died after infection 
with a virus wliich tests 
showed to be identical. 

This is toe first rime that any 
flu virus has jumped directly 
from birds to humans. Most 
new strains of flu develop in 
pigs and are then passed to 
humans. 
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2 HOME NEWS 


ThussaithProphe John...and 


J ohn Prescott would have made 
a marvellous Old Testament 
prophet. 

“Madam Speaker, man-made cli¬ 
mate change is die greatest environ¬ 
mental threat facing the world 
today. „ . 

“In the UK we have been suffering 
record drought for the last two and a 
hair years. This year the world 
experienced the highest average 
temperatures ever recorded. 

"Terrible floods have engulfed 
central Europe. Droughts and 
storms have followed from this 
year's El Nino. Forest fires have 
caused deadly pollution in South 
East Asia and Australia. Our polar, 
icecaps are melting. 

“And only this weekend Mexico 


was hit by freak snowstorms. AI-l 
re^dy our sea levels are rising ... 

"ii this continues, some island 
communities will disappear into the 
sea ... 

“Whole swaths of Britain's east 
coast could fall victim to rising sea 
levels. Man risks playing havoc 
with the world’s weather systems. 

“Unless we act now. we will be 
condemning out children to a world 
of drought and crop failures, mass 
migration and spreading disease." 

On and on the Deputy Prime 
Minister raged, his face black as 
thunder, his voice resonant with 
impending catastrophe. 

Such was Mr Prescott's alarm 
that his text swam before his eyes as 
he warned in horrified tones of the 



POLmCAL SKETCH 



threat from “greenhouse grass 
emissions". 

Then he told us what he was 
going to do about it—what, indeed, 
he had already done. Britain had 
played “a major role" at the Kyoto 
conference. 

“I myself chaired the meeting of 
developed countries." he said. “I met 
the leaders of a number of developed 
and developing countries." And. no 
doubr partly as a result there was 
now “a window of credibility". 

We had not (before he mentioned 


it) pictured Mr Prescott as a window 
of credibility. More a catflap of 
inanity. True, he meec a wall of 
incredulity. Sometimes he scans on 
the threshhold of insanity. 

More rarely there is a peephole of 
rationality. His efforts are sprayed 
with the pebbledash of vanity. We 
paint his performances with a gloss 
of levity. Arid over the rest of his 
speech we draw the curtain of 
modesty. 

Except that, such was the power.of 
his delivery, such the insistence with 


which he promised concerted world 
action against global warming, that 
by the time the Deputy Prime 
Minister sat down we began to fear 
lest Mr Prescott not only saved the 
world, but went too far. 

Now he had travelled to Kyoto, it 
seemed. Planet Earth would unite to 
stop sea-levels rising. Another per¬ 
formance like this and Prescott . 
looks in danger of causing them to 
fall Could he provoke a reduction 
too . far in carbon; dioxide 
levefa? 

The Deputy Prime Minister must 

be stopped from attending any more 
international conferences lest the ' 
ocean begin rolling bade like, the 
Red Sea. 

Another five years of John Pres- 


Butchers 
defy beef 
ban amid 
backlash 

By Philip Webster, political editor, and Adrian Lee 



THE Government dismissed 
predictions of mass civil dis¬ 
obedience by meat traders 
yesterday after it faced a 
backlash at home and in 
Europe over its ban on the sale 
of beef on the bone and on 
European imports that did not 
match British standards. 

After warnings that the new 
bone tan was “unenforceable” 
just hours after it came into 
effect, senior affinals said that 
butchers were law-abiding cit¬ 
izens and would comply with 
the new regulations which 
would soon “settle down". 

But throughout Britain yes¬ 
terday they continued to sell 
beef on the bone. They were 
warned that they faced prose¬ 
cution and possible jail 
sentences. 

"If they lay down the gaunt¬ 
let it is just a question of time 
before someone is brought 
before the courts," a leading 
enforcement officer said. 

The row took an angry 
political turn when Jack Cun¬ 
ningham, the Agriculture 
Minister, accused William 
Hague of “breathtaking hy¬ 
pocrisy" for backtracking on 
his earlier support for the 
measure. The Tory leader 
backed opponents of the ban 
during a dawn tour of 
Smiihfield. London’s meat 
market He accused the Gov¬ 
ernment of “insufferable arro¬ 
gance” try introducing the ban 
and failing to maintain sup¬ 
port levels for the farming 
industry still reeling from the 
BSE crisis and the effects of 
the strong pound which had 
hit exports. 

But Dr Cunningham re¬ 
sponded by accusing Mr 
Hague of "hypocrisy so bla¬ 
tant it is breathtaking". The 
minister said Mr Hague had 
expressed support for the ban 
on the basis of advice from 


scientists, but was now pre¬ 
pared to play “fast and loose” 
with public health to score 
political points. 

Sources dose to the minister 
have insisted that he had no 
choice but to impose the ban 
because he was acting on 
scientific advice. 


Dr Kenneth Caiman, the 


Government’s chief medical 
officer, is understood to have 
told Dr Cunningham both 
before and after die advice 
from the Government's scien¬ 
tific committee arrived that 
there should be no question of 
allowing infected meat in th 
human food chain. “No re¬ 
sponsible minister could have 
done anything else," said in¬ 
formed Government sources. 

Last night Dr Cunningham 
refected the criticisms of the 
regulations. In a statement 
issued after his return from 
Brussels he insisted it would 
be obvious to inspect o rs and 
customers if meat was being 
sold on die bone. “Environ¬ 
mental health officers visit 
butchers as part of their day- 
to-day enforcement duties." he 
said. 

Meanwhile in Brussels Ag¬ 
riculture Commissioner Franz 
Fischler told a news confer¬ 
ence that the legality of the 
move was still being investi¬ 
gated and wanted it could 
breach EU rules. 

However, despite calls from 
MBPS for immediate legal 
action, Britain could be saved 
from prosecution because it 
will be difficult to squeeze a 
case through the European 
Courts of Justice before die 
measures take effect across 
Europe in three months' time. 

In the Isle of Man and 
Jersey, which have their own 
ffariiaments, the sale of T- 
bone steak, axiail, and rib will 
be allowed. 



William Hague showing his opposition to the ban by tucking into steak and Guinness at the Cock Tavern, Smithfield, yesterday morning 

Germany criticises curbs on imports 


From Charles Bremner 

IN BRUSSELS 

BRITAIN’S derision to impose tough 
anti-BSE rules on imported beef ran 
into opposition yesterday from 
Germany and other EU states yester¬ 
day, but the European Commission 
indicated that it was unlikely to act 
against London over the measures. 

EU farm ministers told Jack Cun¬ 
ningham. the Agriculture Minister, 
that they were unhappy with Britain’s 
move to require the removal of bone 
and offal from the meal, according to 
Fernand Boded; the Luxembourg 
minister who . chaired the Brussels 
session. “You shouldn't go it alone 
when it comes to matters of public 


health. A unilateral derision is not 
something that will restore consumer 
confidence." he said. 

The strongest criticism came from 
Germany, which claims it has no 
native BSE and is resisting EU moves 
to impose the new hygiene rales on all 
member states. Jochen Borehert its 
minister, said the British move was 
“legally unjustifiable". The EU rales 
that allowed states to take unilateral 
action did not apply in this case 
because they could only be invoked 
over a sudden emergency and there 
was none in this case. 

Franz Fischler, the Farm Commis¬ 
sioner. said Brussels could only form 
an opinion once it saw a text of Brit¬ 
ain’s derision. Under EU taw. a 


unilateral import restriction could be 
illegal. Britain is arguing that its 
measures are not an import ban. but a 
requirement imposed on beef at the 
point of sale. 

Herr Fischler confirmed that there 
was nothing illegal in Britain’s ban on 
the sale of meat-on-tbe bone. Officials 
indicated that even if Britain was 
considered to be breaking the letter of 
die single market rules, legal action 
would be unlikely. This was because 
the Commission has itself been press¬ 
ing for the EU-wide removal of BSE 
“risk materials" and any case at the 
European court would not be beard 
until after tire likely implementation of 
tiie new EU rales. The picture was 
complicated because Ireland and 
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hand saith Watchdog 

1 world cott and Essex will become an tocnecK 

ag, that inland plateau. Liverpool a hillside m . m . - \ ^ 

Prime and all our docks dry rains, many - 

i to fear miles from the shrunken seas. JIIA . 

ved the “Failure," roared the Prophet 

John, as he neared the termination PHHiA PfC . 

tyoto.it of his speech, “would have con- * 

unite to demned future generations to un- m ^ ■' 

ter per- told misery and disaster. ■ unih .1 

Prescott . “We have taken the first but oniy W J-lrXJ- M. 

hem to the first, crucial step to . curbing ^ V 

duction dimatechange. There is still much ftv Jm-SHraJva.w 

dioxide to be done." " 

Stop. Mr FresootC Stop before you correspondent ■ 

=r must crash through the windowof credi- _ 

ty more Trilby and tumble into the moat of SIR GORDON DOWNEY, 
est the ’ proiijdtyf Stop before you stick fast the pariiamentaty .watchdog, . 
ike the m the mud of loquacity! Stop before has been for mally asKBd . m 
we - all drown in the waters of investigate Geoffrey Kobtn- 
n Pres- fatuity! son's financial affairs and to 

look “in confidence” at details 

of the Orion Trust 
Ptefier Lilley, the S hadow 
Chancellor has written to Sir 
Gordon to complain formally 
about the failure to register die 
Paymaster General’s involye- 
mentin an offshore trust with. 
the Register of Members' In¬ 
terests. Sir Gordon has al¬ 
ready indicated that he will 
investigate Mr Robinson’s af-. 
fairs following such a 
complaint 

Mr Lilley has also asked Sir 
Gordon to rule cm "an appar¬ 
ent conflict of interesT be¬ 
tween Mr Robinson’s minis¬ 
terial role and the trust 
Last night a spokesman for 
Mr Robinson said the Pay¬ 
master General was “more 
than happy for Sir Gordon to 
look into this and will of 
course comply with any deci¬ 
sion that he makes”. The 
spokesman said that if Sir 
Gordon ruled that he should 
register the trust then he 
would da so. bur this would 
mean that Toiy MPS would 
have to do the same. 

Sources dose to Mr Robin¬ 
son said they thought it 
unlikely that he would be 
asked to reveal details about 
the trust deed. 

Sir Gordon said yesterday 
that Mr Lilley wrote to him 
eight days ago. raising a 
question about the registra¬ 
tion of offshore trusts. He 
replied that he would lode 
into the issue if a complaint 
was lodged. But he said that 
the question of a potential 
conflict of interest between Mr 
Robtn sot’s relations with the 
trust and his ministerial re¬ 
sponsibilities was a matter for 
the Prime Minister. 

Mr Lilley said in his letter 
yesterday that statements tty 
avem, Smithfield, yesterday morning Mr Robinson and his solici¬ 
tors plus interviews with three 
• _ a newspapers revealed that he 

1 in and his family were the discre- 

■J.JL 1I1IUU1 ItJ tionary beneficiaries of the 

. . Onoo Trust — tiie owner of 

13 million; shares in a com- 
1 be France had already imposed ttieir own pany founded by .. Mr 
its hygiene requirements, although these Robinson, 
futa did not indude bans on meat-on-the- The Shadow Chancellor 
the bona However a Commission spokes-; also highlights Mr Robinson's 
man said: “We urge the British' confirmation that he suggest¬ 
ions authorities not to do anything IflegaL” ed the trust buy his rights to 
ion The deadline was ddayed from next 10 million TransTec shares a 
iais January I to April 1 in a vote by tiie 14' and shares in Coventry City ^ 
was other member states on Monday, the Football Club. “All this indi- 
t of move that triggered DrCurmingnam’s cates a dose involvement with 
Son decision. The British minister played the trust and. through it. with 
luse down differences with the EU yester- his commercial interests." Mr 
ess- day, saying: “The atmosphere was Lilley says in the letter. 

5SE • good. We had a long amicable He added: “1 understand 
the discussion... no one is falling out" that not all trusts have such a 
sud ‘ Dr Cunningham said that France close link with thefrbenefida- 
nof and Ireland had already imposed ne&But, where they doT 
was similar rules and. .been Subject to no surety fall within the; fide. 


Fiance had already imposed their own 
hygiene requirements, although these 
did not include bans on meat-on-the- 
bone. However a Commission spokes-; 
man said: “We urge the British' 
authorities not to do anything IflegaL” 
The deadline was ddayed from next 
January I to April 1 in a rate by the 14' 
other member states on Monday, the 
move that triggered DrCurmingnam’s 
decision. The British minister played 
down differences with the EU yester¬ 
day, saying: “The atmosphere was 
good. We had a long amicable 
discussion... no ope is falling out" 
Dr Cunningham said that France 
and Ireland had already imposed 
similar rules and. been .subject to no 
action by the Commission. 


requiring disclosure?’ 




Straw tells police to cut pensions bill I Blair acts to protect press freedbnl 


By Stewart TFndler. crime correspondent 


JACK STRAW yesterday 
ordered police forces to reduce 
early retirement on medical 
grounds after a report sug¬ 
gested that officers were being 
allowed to take sickness pen¬ 
sions.. 

The report by the Inspector¬ 
ate of Constabulary proposes 
that forces should set up 
resettlement schemes so that 
officers can be helped to find 
civilian jobs. The system could 
be modelled on the redundan¬ 
cy schemes used in die Ser¬ 


vices and the officers could 
receive a bonus to ga 

Endorsing a call by the 
report for the average rate of 
medical retirements to fall 
from 45 per cent to 33 per cent 
within two years. Jack Straw 
said forces must take urgent 
action. He said there was no 
excuse for ill-health pensions 
to vary from 77 per cent of all 
retirements in Merseyside to 
16 per cent in Wiltshire. 

More than 50 per cent of 
officers retiring in a third of all 


the 43 forces in England and 
Wales leave on medical 
grounds, which brings extra 
pension payments. Mr Straw 
said die report showed that 
many forces were not tackling 
sickness problems effectively. 

The report repeals that in 
1996-97 more than 15 million 
police working days were lost 
at a cost of E210 million across 
England and Wales. On any 
day 6.600 officers are reported 
sick, equal to the entire police 
coverage of Wales. The report 


indicates there are a signifi¬ 
cant number of officers ex¬ 
ploiting the pension 
system An officer who left at 
the age of 51 after 27 years’ 
service would get E279^00 by 
the time he was 70, but the 
pension would not be index 
linked until he was 55. If he 
could get an ih-bealih pension, 
it would be index-linked at 
once and would be worth 
£328.900 by 70. IF he claims a 
minor injury award as well 
the total would be £505,600. 


By Philip Webster 

POLITICAL EDITOR 

TONY BLAIR told senior min¬ 
isters yesterday that two key 
government Buis should not 
be allowed to become back¬ 
door privacy laws. 

The Prime Minister chaired 
a meeting of ministers at 
Downing Street at which he 
sought reassurance that both 
the new Data Protection Bill 
and the Human Rights Bill 
incorporating the European 
convention into British law, 
would not damage press free¬ 


dom. The Government has 
already derided that tiie data - 
Bill should include changes to 
stop it being used to block 
investigative journalism. 

After talks between Jack 
Straw, the Home Secretary, 
and Lord Wakeham, chair¬ 
man of the Press Complaints 
Commission, the Government 
has come down against "prior 
restraint" — the principle of 
allowing people to seek protec¬ 
tion against alleged breaches 
before publication of an article 
or broadcast. Mr Blair is said 
by Cabinet colleagues to be 


takaigadastpersonal inter¬ 
est in the passage of both Bills. 

He has been briefed person¬ 
alty by Mr Straw and Lord 
Irvine of Lairg, the Lord 
Chancellor, who is in charge 
of the Human Rights Bill. 

The Prime Minister has 
always heen against privacy 
laws and in favour mjjress 
selfregulation and -ministers 
say that he is now looking at 
both measures with a lawyer's 
^e. Tfie data Bill, expected 
last week or this, is now 
expected to be delayed until 
the new year so that "loose 


ends” can be 

will be continuing. discuSsic® 
following "the meeting -ron / 
changes that might be needST* 
to the human rights B3L 
Lord Irvine admitted Tecejdf 1 
ty that the-IaW "might damage ' 
freedom : r bT the; press .anb ’ 
interfere with the judgments 
of the PCC. He bas said that 
tiie PCG might be considered a 
public body under the conven¬ 
tion. As a result its ruling 
would be open to court chall¬ 
enge and newspapers would 
be subject to interim 
injunctions. 
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Frank Williams: relief 


From Richard Owen in rome 

FRANK WILLIAMS and two other 
senior members of the Williams 
Formula One management wa*e 
.yesterday acquitted on charges of 
manslaughter arising from the 
death three years ago of the Brazil¬ 
ian motor-racing champion Ayrton 
Senna. 

The decision by a district court at 
Imola. near Bologna, northern Ita¬ 
ly. not far from the racetrack where 
Senna died on 1st May. 1994, was 
greeted with huge relief in die world 
of formula one racing. 

Italian motor racing officials said 


that IT Mr Williams had- been 
convicted, the future of Formula 
One in Italy would have been under 
threat 

Patrick Head, the Williams tech¬ 
nical director, and Adrian Newey, 
die former chief designer, were also 
cleared. 

The prosecution said that it may 
appeal against the acquittals. 

Maurizio Passarini. the public 
prosecutor, had argued that modifi¬ 
cations to the steering wheel of 
Senna's car made before the Imola 
Grand Prix had caused it to snap. 

The steering column pierced Sen¬ 
na’s helmet and killed him instantly 


as the racing car hit the concrete 
wall of the hack at 190mph. Mr 
Williams, who was paralysed in a 
car accident 11 years ago, appeared 
in a wheelchair at the Imola 
hearings ar the end of October, and 
admitted that he had had “some 
doubts” about the steering wheel 
modifications, which were designed 
to give Senna more room behind the 
wheeL 

But he said that he did not believe 
this was the cause of the accident, 
and insisted that the car’s “engineer¬ 
ing and integrity” were normal. 

After the acquittal, Peter Good¬ 
man, one of the lawyers represent¬ 


ing Mr Williams, said: “This is the 
right verdict. The trial was conduct¬ 
ed correctly. Mr Williams will be 
pleased that it is over and has gone 
successfully for him." 

Signor Passarini last month ac¬ 
cepted that there was no material- 
case against Mr Wiliams, and 
recommended that the charge 

against him be dropped. 

But he called for both Mr Head 
and Mr Newey to be convicted and 
given a one-year suspended sen¬ 
tence each. 

A Williams spokesman said that 
the team now looked forward to next 
year's season “with confidence and 


enthusiasm” Ken Tyrrell, of For¬ 
mula One, said that the court 
derision was "tremendous” news. 

“The fact that Frank and die rest 
of the team have coped with this 
major problem during a champion¬ 
ship year -says something about 
them," Mr Tyrrell said. 

He added that .die FIA, the 
governing body of motor-raring, 
should have dealt with the matter, 
rather than it going before an 
Italian court of law. 

Eddie Jordan, the Formula One 
team boss, said it would be difficult 
for him to send “a lot of engineers 
and designers who in their opinion 


have built the best and safest car 
they can" to take part in a race tn 
Italy which might end with them 
faring criminal charges in the event 
of an accident. 

“In the very unlikely event ol a 
driver fatality you could have an 
engineer or a team owner going to 
jail while their family thinks they 
are just pursuing their sport," Mr 
Jordan said. . . 

The governing body said it would 
not comment on the verdicl until n 
had studied die court's decision 
fully. 

Three track officials who had 
been charged were also acquitted. 



Clark’s colossal 
vanity, says QC 


ALAN CLARK'S “colossal 
vanity” caused him to com¬ 
plain when a series of spoof 
journals appeared under his 
name in a newspaper, the 
High Cburr was told 
yesterday. 

Tlie Conservative MP and 
diarist, who is seeking dam¬ 
ages and an injunction pre¬ 
venting the Eivning Standard 
from further publication of 
“Alan Clark's Secret Political 
Diary”, took his action to 
stamp out ridicule he richly 
deserved, it was claimed. 

Mr Clark, a self-confessed 
philanderer, acknowledged 
that he was a fair target for 
satire on his sexual oudook. 
But he was "deeply offended” 
by the characterisation of his 
political views as akin to those 
□f the Nazis, the court was 
told. 

Mr Clark, who has written 
several military histories as 
well as his bestselling Diaries 
published in 1993. claims his 
reputation as a “serious man 
of letters” was damaged by the 
spoofs, which were written by 
Peter Bradshaw, a journalist 
While Mr Bradshaw's name 
appears in bold print at the top 
of each diary. Mr Clarks 
name and photograph are 
prominently displayed. 

Peter Prescott, QC. for the 
Standard, asked: "Are you 
indeed asserting, with all the 
gravitas becoming a witness 
giving evidence in a court of 
law. that these spoofs wifi 
damage your reputation as a 
serious man of letters?" 

"Yes,” replied Mr Clark. 

"And as a serious 
historian?" 

“Yes". 

Mr Clark added: "A huge 
number of people have com¬ 
plained to me that they were 
upset — not just misled — 
upset by what T wrote." He 


By Emma Wilkins 

said that twice on the phone he 
asked Mr Bradshaw to stop 
writing the pieces and was 
referred to the Standard’s 
Editor, Max Hastings. In May 
he complained to Mr Hastings 
when they met at the Chelsea 
Flower Show. Mr Hastings 
said that the series would 
continue as it was “the most 
popular tiling in the paper". 

The 65-year-old MP said: "I 
am concerned that there are 
many members of the public 
of whom I am unaware who 
will also have believed that I 
had written the articles and 
who were offended by the 
contents, and whose misap¬ 
prehensions I cannot correct” 

He believed this would re- 


C Many people 
have complained to 
me that they were 
upset — not just 
misled — by what 
T wrote’. 5 


suit in financial damage as 
people might not buy his 
future books, including the 
second volume of diaries he 
was contracted to prepare. 

Mr Prescott said: "I am 
going to suggest that your real 
motive in bringing these pro¬ 
ceedings ii not - to "prevent 
confusion or damage to your 
reputation as a serious man of 
letters. 

“But rather, l am going to 
suggest that your real motive 
is to hamper or prevail an 
effective form of criticism of 
you as a politician and as a 
man — indeed, in your case, 
the only really effective form of 
criticism, namely ridicule, and 
I'm going to suggest that it's a 



Clark yesterday: lamented his physical failures 


criticism you richly deserve. 
The other reason is because 
this spoof has injured your 
personal vanity, which is co¬ 
lossal." 

Mr Prescott asked Mr Clark 
during nearly two hours of 
cross-examination: “Would it 
be fair to say that you are 
somewhat obsessed with your 
personal appearance, your 
physique and sexual attract¬ 
iveness?” 

Mr Clark replied: “Self? 
assessment is difficult enough 
when dealing with one's in¬ 
come tax. I tlunk in relation to 
character, it's quite useless" 

The spoofs, which first ap¬ 
peared shortly after Mr Clark 
was selected as a parliamenta¬ 
ry candidate for Kensington 
and Chelsea, mocked him for 
being an “ageing roui", Mr 
Prescott said. In his own 
Diaries, counsel said. Mr 
Clark put a different gloss on 
his sexual adventures and 
came across as a “Don Juan 
with a twinkle in your eye”. 

Mr Clark said that on the 
contrary, his diaries contained 
references to his greying hair 
and physical decline. “I la¬ 
ment my physical failures of 
one sort or another. I don't 
think there are any entries of 
me being a winking Don 
Juan," he said. 

When asked about his arro¬ 
gance, Mr Clark agreed that 
he had described standing on 
a balcony at the' Department' 
of Employment and feeling 
the urge to relieve himself on 
the “ant-like crowds" below. 
He agreed that he had 
described Janet Foulkes, MP, 
as having a "vast arse", while 
Kenneth Clarke, the former 
Chancellor, was a “pudgy 
puffball”. William Walde- 
grave was an “ambitious 
creep" and Tom King "blus¬ 
tering. bullying and stupid". 

“You are pretty arrogant 
about the way of expressing 
yourself," Mr Prescott said. 
The MP replied that none of 
his colleagues had complained 
about the unflattering descrip 
nans in his Diaries .■ 

Mr Clark, who faced 
lengthy questioning on his 
succession of extramarital af¬ 
fairs. went on to say: “The 
most offensive part of Mr 
Bradshaw’s so-called spoof is 
when he portrays me as some 
kind of Nazi sympathiser con¬ 
vening groups of people giving 
the Hitler salute." He read 
from Barbarossa, one of his 
historical works, in which he 
referred to the Nazi state as 
resting on a “basis of total 
brutality and corruption". He 
agreed that he had seen some 
merit in a controversial ac¬ 
count of the Second World 
War by David Irving, the 
extreme right-wing writer. 

The case continues today. 



Kyle wearing a pair of his silicone ears and displaying his spare set He has one set for winter and one for summer 

Deaf boy given artificial ears 


By Ian Murray 
MEDICAL CORRESPON DENT 

A BOY of ten, who was bom without 
ears, has been fitted with an artificial pair 
that have given him hearing. 

Kyle Williams was boro without any 
ears because he suffers from a rare 
condition called Treachers, syndrome. 
Now, thanks to a police identification 
expert and a specialist .surgical teaifi- 
from the University Hospital in 
Birmingham, he,can hear ifnd has two 
(fairs of silicone ears—a wint& set arid a 1 


The driver 
who was 
blind and 
drunk 

By Simon de Bruxelles 

POLICE called to breath test a 
suspected drunk driver were 
astonished to find he was 
registered blind. Efeter Lang¬ 
ley, 40, could not see the end of 
his bonnet, but had managed 
to drive two miles before 
crashing into a parked car. 

Magistrates at Newton Ab¬ 
bott heard that Langley's sight 
had worsened until he was 
registered blind in March this 
year. He had been out drink¬ 
ing with his girlfriend, who 
normally drove, but on this 
occasion she had been drink¬ 
ing too. 

Langley, of Heathfield, Dev¬ 
on, admitted driving with 
more than twice the permitted 
level of alcohol in his breath. 
Magistrates in Newton Abbot 
adjourned sentence until Jan¬ 
uary. but imposed an immedi¬ 
ate driving ban on him. 


slightly sunburnt summer set — that are 
indistinguishable from the real thing. 

Kyle; from Rawmarsh, South York¬ 
shire, was fitted with a hearing aid when 
he was four. This enabled him to listen to 
music played on a specially adapted 
personal stereo and to hear conversations 
fairly welL Although surgeons had the 
expertise to fit the ears, he wa&lokl that 
he would have to wait until he was older 
to have the operation. But Kyle persuad¬ 
ed David Proaps. the surgeon heading 
. the team, to give him his ears eariy. . If . 

They were modelled from “Kyle’s II- 


yearold sister, Leander. to ensure a 
family resemblance; Detective Constable 
Ian BardeU, South Yorkshire Police's 
facial identification expert, compiled a 
computer photofit to show him what they 
would look like. 

The operation involves fitting two 
titanium screws into the bone of the skull 
where the ear normally is. Once these 
have-become integrated in die bone, two 
small lugs are inserted into the screws 
and a small gold bar is placed across 
Jthem. A synthetic ear is then^tted on |q 
'"the bar. 


Keep more 
sport on 
free TV, 
says BBC 

By Carol Midglev 

MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 

-THE BBC yesterday called on 
the Government to add the 
European FoothaU Champi¬ 
onships. the Ryder Cup. Five 
Nations Rugby and the Com¬ 
monwealth Games (in the LtK) 
to the l/sf of sporting events 
that must be broadcast on 
terrestrial television. 

In its submission to the 
Government, the corporation 
said public accessibility to 
such events was crucial to a 
sense of shared national cul¬ 
ture. The Department of Cul¬ 
ture. Media and Sport has 
appointed a committee to con¬ 
sider which sporting occasions 
should be on the list 
The current listed eight are 
the Olympic Games, the FIFA 
World Cup finals, the FA Cup 
Final, Scottish FA Cup Final, 
Cricket Test matches involv¬ 
ing England. Wimbledon 
finals, the Grand National 
and the Derby. 

Will Wyatt, chief executive 
of BBC Broadcast said that at 
the heart of the BBC's case 
was the question of whether 
“the big sporting events 
should only be available to 
those privileged enough to 
afford subscription tele¬ 
vision": He said free-to-air 
channels reached 97 per cent 
of tiie population compared 
with the lb per cent of homes 
who subscribed to Sky Sports. 
An estimated 23.8 million 
viewers had watched the Eng¬ 
land v Germany Euro ■% 
semi-final on BBC and 1TV; 
3.8 million had watched the 
Wo/ld Cup^quaUfier between 
ttalyarid Englahoon BSkyB'.' 


This is unfair, says woman in 
Aids rumours at Army camp 


A TEENAGER alleged to be 
at the centre of an Aids scare 
involving hundreds of sol¬ 
diers at the biggest Army base 
in Britain yesterday denied 
_ haring rhe virus. 

More than 7,000 soldiers 
have been warned about at 
least two women in the area 
B who are believed to H TV¬ 
positive. The Army refused to 
identify them, but an 18-year* 
■ old living in a council estate at 
Colburn, on the edge of the 
sprawling camp, said that her 
3 life had been made a misery 
by rumours that she was HIV- 
positive and that she had slept 
i with scores of soldiers. _ 

She told a local radio sta¬ 
tion that she would take an 
. Aids test to dear her name. 

* She said: “People are making 
a big deal out of nothing. It is 
distressing me and the sooner 
1 get the Aids test done, the 
better. I'd like to then get the 
test photocopied and send it 
around everywhere." 


By Paul Wilkinson 

The teenager said she had a 
steady boyfriend bur had at¬ 
tended parties at the two- 
bedroom ground floor Oat of a 
dose female friend which was 
visited by soldiers. She said: 
This all started when I began 
hanging around with her and 
going out drinking and dub¬ 
bing. but all the rumours are 
untrue. 1 don’t warn to go out 
into ihe street and show my 
face because of this, but 1 
won't run away and move 
from the area." 

Her friend, a 20-year-old 
woman who also lives in 
Colburn, accused people of 
attacking her because she 
tilted to have a good time. 

The soldiers were given 
their Aids wanting on Decem¬ 
ber 10 in a "special routine 
oider" from the garrison’s 
deputy command er. Co lonel 
Neil Donaldson. Yesterday he 
defined to identify- the source 
ofatipoff- ...... . 

His order said: It has been 


reported by a confidential 
source that at least two fe¬ 
males living in the geographi¬ 
cal area of Cattcrick Garrison 
have contracted tiie Aids virus 
and are HIV-positive. The 
same females are believed to 
be liberal with their affec¬ 
tions. particularly to soldiers 
and are not averse to indulg¬ 
ing in casual sex. often unpro- 
leoeo. 

"All ranks are reminded 
that there is no known core 
for Aids. In short, it isa killer. 
If you have had casual sex in 
this area, you are strongly 
advised to seek the advice of 
your medical officer without 
delay." 

The response was so over* 
whelming that the base's con¬ 
fidential medical centre has 
had to roster visits. No test 
had proved positive so far. 

A neighbour of the 20-year- 
old woman said: "Her place 
was like the Naafi." 

A spokesman for North 



Colonel Donaldson: 
confidential tip-off 

Yorkshire Health Authority 
said: “We have one of tiie 
lowest rates of Aids infection 
in the country. In the area we 
are talking about there are in 
fact no people on record as 
having Aids. The Army has a 
duty of care to its soldiers, and 
it seems like a sensible pre¬ 
cautionary step, but we would 
not wish to hype it up more 
than necessary." 
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Shot terrorist was ready to kill police who got in his way 


DIARMU1D O'NEILL the IRA 
quartermaster shot by police in 
West London, threatened to kill 
any police officers who tried to 
stop him. Scotland Yard disclosed 
last night 

Tapes recorded secretly by MIS 
were released by police yesterday 
as members of O'Neill's gang were 
jailed ai the Old Bailey. 

Details of the tapes were given to 
the S019 officers briefed to arrest 
the suspects the night before the 
raids. They were warned to expect 
oppostion. In fact O'Neill was 
unarmed. Yesterday the Yard re¬ 
leased transcripts of a conversa¬ 
tion between O'Neill and Patrick 


Plan to Whack’ officers was captured by MI5 bug in hotel room of IRA siispects, writes Stewart Tendler 


Kelly, who was jailed for 20 years. 

O’Neill: “IVhen Tin out front 
and come in and say something 
like 'Mr Wilkinson* The police 
here want to talk to you.’you gotta 
go: *W 'hat’s going on here, mate. I 
dunno. mate. Tm just a member of 
the ... going to that lorry, just 
bought it... It needs some work .' 

"If / come in and say that, you 
come out. Just let Eddie (Brian 

McHugh, leader of the gang) do it 
You come out and IdJJ the cops out 
front” 

Kelly. “Yeah.” 


O’N: “You got nofucking choice. 
Ho fucking choice." 

Vc "Then the shit kits the fan. 
then.” 

O’N: *Then we have to whack 
the two of them. They’ll have no 
idea. . We have a ... bit of 
breathing spats, three or four 
hours of breathing space. You’re 
/ucfced anyhow. Thafs what / am 
saying to yer. 

“If it gets to that stage you’d 
have to kill the cappers. You get 
caught otherwise. So if you are not 
prepared to shoot you leave your* 


self open.” K, "Yeah.” 

Kelly also discussed attacking 
Belraarsh high-security prison in 
South London which holds many 
IRA terrorists. 

Kelly: “/ think I should organise 
a big operation and blast the fuck 
outofBelmarsh 
O’N: “Betmarsh jail is inside a 
jail There are people in a jail 
within a jail and there's a steel 
cage over the top of iL So they 

would have to blast their way in to 
blast a way out” 

K: "Yeah” 


O’N; “They wouldn’t send a 
squad over to do that" 

K; “Be good for morale to bust a 
jew fellas oul" 

The gang also discussed shoot¬ 
ing down a police helicopter. 

During the trial the Old Bailey, 
was told that O'Neill was with two ■ 

a room in the Premier West hotel 
in Hamtiurunith, West London, 
when die raid started. .Police 
hoped to slip into the room using a 
key but it did not work. They then 
tried to remove the lock with a 


special ram but it slipped and 
made a bole. 

The police fired CS gas through 
the hole but some of the officers 
were also overwhelmed by iL An 
officer eddeaamed Kilo was one of 
the raiders. The terrorists inside' 
the room ignored calls to come out 
and dien the door opened and KQo 
could see a .figure who seemed to 
react to nothing the officer said. 
He repeatedly called for the man to 
show his hands. 

Kilo told die court “He had iiot 
replied to anything 1 said. His 


leaned Cowards me m a tagrertype 
stance. I felt I was about to be shot 
because I thought I had heard 
shots coming from inside the 
room. I fired two shots m bis 
direction- They did not appear to 
have any effect whatsoever. So I 
fired another two shots quickly 
followed by another twoL." 

Under cross-examination Kifo 
said he never beard shouts of. 
-Whoa, whoa" and “We give up." 
He did oof hear a colleague wider 
the suspects on to the Boor or a 
voice say they were down. He was 
some distance away and struggling 
to breathe because of the CS gas. 


End of IRA gang 
that planned to 
devastate London 

By Stewart Tendler, crime correspondent 


[RA terrorists who plorted to 
devastate London with a series 
of massive lorry bombs were 
jailed for up to 25 years at the 
Old Bailey yesterday. Detec¬ 
tives believe the gang was 
going to attack one of 
London’s largest shopping 
centres and the road system. 

They were caught after the 
biggest surveillance operation 
ever carried out against terror¬ 
ists on the British mainland. 
Hundreds of police and MIS 
officers followed the gang far 
six weeks, recording their 
conversations and photo¬ 
graphing them. 

Yesterday Brian McHugh, 
31, from Co Fermanagh, was 
jailed far 25 years as the 
commander of the gang. Pat¬ 
rick Kelly, also 31. from Co 
Longford, who was to have 
driven the lorry, got 20 years. 
James Murphy, 26, a 
groundsman at Latymer 
School. West London, was 
jailed for 17 years. 

Michael Phillips, 22. a for¬ 
mer British Airways engineer, 
was cleared of being in the 
plot He hugged the convicted 
men before leaving the court. 

IRA commanders based in 
South Armagh's “bandit coun¬ 
try" had wanted to repeat the 


1996 mayhem in Manchester 
city centre with a new arrack in 
the capital. A single message 
passed from a telephone box 
m an Irish town dose to the 
border would have sent a lorry 
bomb on its way. 

The gang's quartermaster, 
Diarmuid O'Neill — later 
killed by a police marksman 
in a raid — had stockpiled 
63 tonnes of homemade ex¬ 
plosive, 221b of Semtex and 
enough bombmaking equip¬ 
ment for up to four lorry 
bombs. Each would have been 
the equivalent to one of the 
bombs used for the 



McHugh: commander 


■Hugh: 
of the 


bombers 


Manchester attack. O’Neill 
and Kelly were heard discuss¬ 
ing driving a four-tonne lorry 
bomb into the outskirts of 
London. It would have been 
the biggest device used on the 
mainland. 

Police now believe that 
O’Neill may have been in¬ 
volved in helping to arrange 
the Manchester blast and had 
spent years setting up a net¬ 
work * of stores around 
London. Passing sentence. Mr 
Justice Smedley told McHugh 
his claims that the bomb 
material was simply being 
stored were “sheer hypocrisy". 
The intention was a bombing 
campaign aimed ar innocent 
people, and he had been sent 
to conduct the final stages. 
Kelly, said the judge, was not a 
sophisticated terrorist but a 
dedicated IRA member. Mur¬ 
phy had been seduced by 
O’Nefll's charisma. 

Detectives never discovered 
the actual targets. They know 
the gang were considering 
West and East London, possi¬ 
bly dose to Docklands. Sev¬ 
eral car bombs were 
stockpiled for attacks on indi¬ 
viduals. The gang was 
brought together by senior 
IRA planners in February last 



Londoner was 


his home city 

By Our Crime Correspondent 






Weapons and ammunition found in self-storage unit at Hornsey, North London 


year. A series of police success¬ 
es and IRA errors had left the 
commanders desperate for 
success. Ftoiice had arrested 
one of the IRA's top units as it 
prepared to attack the electric¬ 
ity system for London and the 
South East. 

O'Neill had been active as 
part of the IRA supply net¬ 
work since at least 1993. The 
Londoner had been jailed in 
1988 for embezzling funds for 
the republican cause, and was 
still carrying out frauds on the 
DSS and local authorities. 

He had rented a storage 
unit in Fulham, dose to Chel¬ 
sea football ground. Posing as 
the owner of a transport firm, 
he also rented a steel unit at a 


storage depot in Hornsey, 
North London, for “furniture 
storage”. When the ceasefire 
ended in February last year, 
he was seen unloading five or 
six pallets of bags which 
appeared to be compost They 
contained homemade explo¬ 
sive mixes. 

O'Neill was joined by Mur¬ 
phy, and the gang grew to four 
with the arrival of Kelly and 
McHugh. The group used 
coded messages on pagers and 
mobile telephones. But they 
were under observation by 
teams of surveillance officers 
from MJ5, Special Branch and 
the Yard’s SOU unit which 
specialises in tailing leading 
criminals. Police will not say 


how they launched the opera¬ 
tion, coden amed Tinnitus. 
Each of the suspects required 
up to 30 officers a day. Each 
surveillance team was backed 
by armed officers from the 
Yard's firearms branch. 

On September 22, foe police 
decided to strike. They be¬ 
lieved the gang was getting 
dose to action. It would only' 
take a few minutes for a tony 
. to be loaded and sent to 
destruction. The first target 
might be decided the next 
morning. ONefll died as the 
hotel room he shared with 
McHugh and Kelly was raid¬ 
ed. A police marksman later 
said he acted in self-defence 
amid swirling CS gas. 


DIARMUID ONefll the IRA 
quartermaster killed by 
police, was bom. in London 
and attended one of the 
capital's best state schools. 
But by his 20s O’Neill had 
become a fervent Republican 
activist helping to run the 
terrorist supply routes and 
featuring on a Scotland Yard 
file of terrorist suspects. 

He was bom to an Irish 
family in west London in 1969 
: and was sent to the Oratory 
School in Kensington — now 
attended by one of the sons of 
toe Prime Minister. At Ora¬ 
tory, ONefll was regarded as 
a model pupil and left with 
good O levels to work first in 
an employment office and 
then for an Irish bank. 

But even in his teens he was 
committed to the cause of a 
united Ireland. In 1988 he was 
jailed for nine months for 
embezzling £75,000 from the 
bank and giving half to Re¬ 
publican rand-raisers. Re¬ 
leased from prison, ONefll 
claimed to be a carpenter but 
earnt a living from, various 
crimes, including benefit 
fraud. 

O’Neill, nicknamed 
Zoomer by his Republican 
friends, was also a key figure 
in the IRA support network. 
He visited Spain and kept a 
membership card for the pol¬ 
itical wing of the separatist 


movement as well as regalia 
worn for marches. The ETA 
terrorists have long had con¬ 
nections with the IRA. help¬ 
ing them to develop weapons. 

In London ONefll attended 
rallies and campaigned for 
the transfer of IRA prisoners. 
He made no secret of his 
views and could be an impres¬ 
sive debater, haunting Irish 
public bouses and meeting 
places. 

He began the first moves to 
stockpiling IRA supplies in 
1993 but although be was 
suspected by police of taking 
part in terrorist work he could 
not be caught Last year the 
IRA alerted him to imp their 
B team launch attacks across 
his home city. 



O’Neil]: stockpiled 
arms for the IRA 
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Switching Mortgages is Easy 


Competitive and flexible mortgages without moving. CALL 0800 810 810 - FREE 

IJL ’ 


Bank of Scotland Mortgages Direct 
offer mortgages that are widely 
recognised as being among the 
most competitive and flexible from 
any lender today. Less well known, 
however, is the fact that they are 
available to all home owners, not 
just to buyers of new properties. 

At the heart of Bank of Scotland's mortgage policy is 
the concept that not only do individual customers have 
individual circumstances, those circumstances are likely 
to change, sometimes radically, over the mortgage term. 
‘Flexibility,’ says Ronnie Macaulay, Director of Bank of 
Scotland Mortgages Direct, ‘is the key word. While 
many lenders claim flexibility, none can match what we 
have built into our Personal Choice and Preferential 
Rate Mortgages.' 

With a Bank of Scotland Mortgages Direct Personal 
Choice Mortgage you can: 

• Reduce or increase your monthly payments* any time 
you want to, or take a payment holiday* of up to six 
months. Very helpful when your income fluctuates or is 
temporarily interrupted .** 

• Make ten payments a year instead of twelve. Helps with 
the Christmas and holiday bills."* 

• Repay lump sums of £500 or more or even repay your 
mortgage in full without penalty. Invest any unexpected 
capital in your property?* 


■ Enjoy a competitive interest rate of 8.69% variable 
(9.1% Typical APR) and borrow up to 95% of the 
property value. 

•Waive providing income details for loans of up to 
80% of the property value. Makes life easier 
particularly if you are self-employed. 

• When you need cash, raise up to 5% of your 
property* value with cheque book access and add it to 
your mortgage.* 

•Use your mortgage to release capital from your 
property. Raise up to £50,000 from equity in your 
property - maybe useful for other projects.** 

With a Bank of Scotland Mortgages Direct 
Preferential Rate Mortgage you can: 

■ Obtain a preferential rate of 7.99% variable (83% 
Typical APR) when you borrow up to 85% of the 
property value. 

•Use your mortgage to release capital from your 
property. Raise up to £50,000 from equity in your 
property - maybe useful for other projects ** 

Remortgage your current property by switching to 
Bank of Scotland Mortgages Direct. 

The solicitors fees in connection with the remortgage 
are paid by the bank - provided you use the Bank’s 
Panel Solicitors. The valuation fee is also refunded on 
drawdown of the mortgage. 

’An unusual feature of the Personal Choice Mortgage is that there 
is no restriction on the number of times that monthly payments 
can be increased or decreased, or payment holidays taken. The 
only proviso is that an agreed overall balance is maintained 
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.' By transferring a mortgage of £70,(S30'agaotyt 
to'increase and decrease thefr monthly 


Sosan Oiivet is aged'29 and single. S&elipBi jri.OxfcnTaj&d 
Susan intends studying for an 

witffa loan of £35#00-agaixist a value o£'j 665$0& Sbe'v^lj 






Use Bank of Scotland’s free remortgage 
package to transfer your mortgage. Just 
telephone 0800 810 810 any day of the week 
between 8am and 10pm.-The call is free and 
you will speak to experienced mortgage staff 
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who are friendly, expert and helpful. In most MART AJUngfr Mi qj pp 


cases provisional acceptance of a remortgage 
can be given there and then. . 


CA LL FREE ON 

0800 810 810 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
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By Kathryn Knight 

A COUPLE. who escaped a 
murder charge over the death 
of their baby daughter 
because of a legal loophole 
were jailed for seven and five 
years yesterday. 

An Old Bailey judge said 
a ™at neither John Sherrington 
* nor Lavinia Adams could be 
sentenced for the death of 18- 
month-old Sarah Adams as it 
was uncertain who had struck 
the fatal blows. 

The couple pleaded guilty to 
cruelty and neglect of Sarah, 
who suffered persistent abuse 
ar their hands and died of a 
fractured skull and brain 
haemorrhage last November. 

Had they been convicted of 
murder, they would have re¬ 
ceived mandatory life sen¬ 
tences. Instead, Sherrington, 
33. was jailed for seven years 
and Adams. 32, for five. 

Jailing the impassive pair 
yesterday. Judge Richaid 
Hawkins said it was dear 
from the evidence that Sarah 
was “repeatedly injured" 
while m their care, but that the 
prosecution was unable to say 
who was directly responsible 
--- 
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Lavinia Ad ams and John Sherrington in the d oc k 


for her death. He could sen¬ 
tence them only for their 
“undoubted cruelty” to Sarah. 

“The prosecution having 
been - unable to establish 
against Adams that she en¬ 
couraged Sherrington to 
aspuft Sarah in a joint enter¬ 
prise that envisaged grevious 
bodily harm, die Crown were 
unable to proceed against 
either of you on the murder 
charge," the judge said. 

Initially (his couple had de- 



Company 
drivers go 
out of way 
to beat tax 

By Kevin Eason 
MOTORING EDITOR 

COMPANY car drivers com¬ 
plete up to &2 billion miles a 
year in unnecessary journeys 
to cut their tax bills, says a 
report out today. Average 
business mileage almost tri¬ 
ples m March and April, just 
before the end of the tax year, 
so that drivers can reduce 
their liability by 35 per cent, 
the survey says. 

The tax system has two 
mileage thresholds, at.Z500 
and 18,000 miles. Each time 
company motorists cross a 
threshold, there is a 35 per cent 
reduction in their tax bill 

Journeys are often hastily 
arranged trips to outposts of 
the company -empire to dock 
up-enough-miles; the report 
suggests. Robert Blower, of 
Arriva Automotive Solutions, 
a fleet company that surveyed 
5.000 company motorists over 
IS months, said: “It is very 
curious the way the amount of 
^mileage suddenly jumps at the 
“same time each year. 

“And so strange that so 
many company dBvers seem 
to feel the need to visit their 
branch office in somewhere 
like Aberdeen shortly before 
the tax year ends." 

But Arriva warns Gordon 
Brown, the Chancellor,, 
against imposing taxes to 
force drivers out of company 
cars. It says that they would 
use the family's second car or 
buy a cheaper, older and more 
polluting replacement. 

The company suggests that 
the Government adopt a six- 
band system at 3.000. 7,000. 
g 10 . 000 . J3.000. 18.000 and 

1 2 - 1.000 miles, offering a 10 per 
cent tax reduction at each 
threshold crossed. This would 
take the incentive out of chas¬ 
ing huge mileages. 


Smoking 
victims in 
warning to 
the young 

By Ian Murray 

MEDICAL CORRESPONDENT 


A WOMAN who developed 
hmg cancer at 34 is to start an 
anti-smoking campaign to 
warn young people about the 
dangers of tobacco. Tracey 
Cotton, who has two children, 
wOl be die first of three 
patients appearing on tele¬ 
vision advertisements. 

All three began smoking as 
teenagers, and all volunteered 
to appear in the £23 milli on, 
government-funded cam¬ 
paign. which vriQ indude 
magazine and radio adver¬ 
tisements. The Health Educa¬ 
tion Authority says that 35 per 
cent of men and 29 percent of 
women aged 16 to 24 are 
regular smokers, and about 
halfwifi-die early as-a result - 
Mrs Cotton, from Notting¬ 
ham, will be the first patient to 
appear in the television 
advertisments, from Boring 
Day. She started smoking at 
13, and was diagnosed with 
lung cancer and a brain 
tumour two years ago after 
coughing up blood. Now 36, 
she has lost one hmg and has 
secondary cancer. She says: “I 
kept thinking. ‘I'm too young 
for lung cancer.’ ” 

The two other patients are 
Sylvester Khokar, 32. from 
London, who had three heart 
attacks last year, and David 
Vaughan, 51, from Lincoln¬ 
shire. who has chronic bron¬ 
chitis and emphysema. Mr 
Vaughan is shown wearing a 
mask coughing and splutter¬ 
ing as he speaks. 

□ Smokers suffer 60 per cent 
more minor ailments than 
non-smokers, according to 
Tony Ward, a health psychol¬ 
ogist at Luton University. In a 
survey, smokers were more 
likely to have colds, toothache 
and eyestrain. 


Free 
Line Rental 
for 18 Months! 
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nied cruelty and, after the case 
opened last month, the jury 
listened to tapes made by 
Sherrington, Sarah’s acting 
stepfather, taunting her as he 
held her in a tight.leg lock. The 
child could be heard scream¬ 
ing in pain as Sherrington told 
her that he would give her a 
drink of “bleach mixed with 
carwash”. 

Orlando Pownall. for the 
prosecution; told die jury that 
Sherrington and Adams, who 


met an the estate where they 
both lived in Sutton, Surrey, 
and moved in together within 
days, had repeatedly abushed 
Sarah in the few months of 
their relationship. 

When she was admitted to 
St Hdier Hospital in Carshal- 
ton with fatal brain injuries, 
she had bite marks and bruis¬ 
ing all over her body, includ¬ 
ing her feet Yesterday the 
judge pointed out that the pair 
had gone shopping while their 
child lay dying in hospital. 

On the second day of the 
trial, Sherrington, a bank 
messenger, admitted three 
charges of cruelty and wilful 
neglect Adams, who was said 
to be suffering from mild 
mental retardation, also 
admitted three cruelty 
charges, including (me of bit¬ 
ing her daughter. 

Judge Hawkins was later 
told that Adams had been 
dominated by her new boy¬ 
friend, who had also terror¬ 
ised his previous wife by 
trying to strangle her and 
threatening her with a knife. 

Their case follows at-least 
eight others whose children 
had been battered to death 


while in their care but who 
have escaped murder or man¬ 
slaughter charges because of 
the joint enterprise issue. 

Child welfare workers and 
tile National Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Child¬ 
ren have campaigned for a 
change in the law, but police 
and the Crown Prosecution 
Service find themselves handi¬ 
capped by an appeal court 
ruling that there must be 
specific evidence of who 
caused the fatal injury to 
justify a murder charge. 

Yesterday Wendy Lydon, 
whose three-year-old nephew. 
Tommy Lee Bannister, was 
battered to death in 1991 by his 
mother, Jacqueline, and her 
boyfriend, Robert Harvey, 
said the present situation was 
a national disgrace. 

Ms Bannister and Mr Har¬ 
vey were originally charged 
with manslaughter, but the 
charges were dropped because 
h could not be established 
which of them had killed the 
child. “The guilty are making 
a mockery of the legal sys¬ 
tem,” Ms Lydon said. “I hoped 
my nephew would be the last 
to be let down in this way." 
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Eighteen-mo nth-old Sarah Adams was repeatedly injured while in the couple's care 
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of Christmas at Debenhams 

_ Top: Aluminium bottlestoppers £850 each. Contemporary keyrings from £5 each. Silk ties from £12 each. 

Middles A selection of formal shirts from £14 each, silk tie £12. Metal photoframes £10. Bottom: Infinite men's 
sports watches’ £45 each. IQ and JCB leather belts £ 15/£ 16. Maine down-filled ski jacket £ T10. Maine thermal 
fleeced top £50, Maine Performance ski trousers £80, Maine two-colour fleece gloves £ 12, Performance boots £B5. 

Wrap, all your presents in our Christmas gift bags. Just £1 each with any purchase. 

Available at most Debenhams stores including Brewns of Chester. All products featured available while stocks last httpJ/www.cjAbenhamsco.uk 
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Students urged to 
cut drop-out rate 
by taking gap year 

By David Charter, education correspondent 
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SCHOOL-LEAVERS were 
yesterday advised do take a 
year off. rather than rush to 
university, after research 
showed that the E17S million 
cost of drop-outs would be 
slashed by better preparation. 

Up to 10 per cent of under¬ 
graduates fail to finish their 
degrees, but half return to 
study within a year, ofte n a t 
another university, research 
has shown. The Higher Edu¬ 
cation Funding Council, 
which commissioned the 
study, said a year off would 

allow ill-prepared school-leav¬ 
ers ro address the main rea¬ 
sons for dropping out: po° r 
choice of course or institution, 
and cash problems. 

The researchers concluded: 
“School-leavers who are un¬ 
clear about the choice of pro¬ 
gramme should consider the 
advantages of taking a period 
or time between leaving school 
and entering higher educa¬ 
tion. Those in schools who are 
responsible for advising on 




careers may do their charges a 
greater service by explaining 
the virtues of not rushing into 
higher education." A year off 
would help them to “clarify 
their educational aims and, 
perhaps, to build up a reserve 
of money to help them 
through higher education". 

The annua] cost to the state 
of students dropping out was 
put at E91 million, assuming 
that full years completed by 
the one third of drop-outs who 
leave in their second or third 
year is money well spent The 
cost rises to £178 million if all 
the money spent on a student 
is considered "wasted". 

A total of 1.478 students 
were questioned, from 23 insti¬ 
tutions. including King’s Coll¬ 
ege. London, and Luton 
University. One in five of the 
drop-outs in 1994-95 left be¬ 
cause of academic failure. A 
quarter of those failing to com¬ 
plete their degrees ruled out 
returning to university. 

In a warning over the 


introduction of course fees and 
the abolition of grants, the 
study found that working- 
class students were the group 
most likely io drop out because 
of financial pressures. “This is 
a matter which might be given 
some consideration by those 
with a concern for policy 
related to social justice.” 

The funding council said the 
biggest influence on the deci¬ 
sion to drop out was lack of 
preparation, leading to unre¬ 
alistic expectations and poor 
practical skills. 

The researchers recom- ‘ 
mended that schools, further 
education colleges and higher 
education institutions could 
reduce drop-out rates by pro¬ 
viding better information and 
advice to potential students, 
and offering more training in 
study skills and practical skills 
such as managing finances. 

They also called for a re¬ 
think of the clearing system, 
so that students had more time 
to consider their options. 


OXFORD 


Annabelle StockwrfL above, on University Challenge in 1963, and her son, Dominic Donald, on last mghf s show 
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Pity. 



Jealousy, envy, call it what you will, it’s 
something Olympus Mju II owners know a 

lot about. But perhaps this resentment is 
understandable. 

After all the new Mju II is a direct 
descendant of our original Mju, a camera 
so elegant and stylish it was pur on display 
in the Design Museum. 


We've made it smaller and lighter, but 
it’s more than just a prerry face. 

The 35mm F2.8 lens is far superior to 
anything you might find on rhe average 
compact. As is the auto focus, anti red eye 
flash and computerized ‘thinking’ brain. 

Should rhe sight of your Mju II prove 
roo much for a so called friend, fear not. 


The camera's extraordinary waterproof 
construction means it can easily survive an 
'accidental' dunk in a snow drift or a ‘badly 
aimed bottle of Badoit. 

Throughout these various trials and 
tribulations it's worth remembering chat 
things could be an awful lot worse. You 
could have bought a compact camera rhac 


who rose 
to family 
challenge 

By John O’Leary 

a 30 -YEAR-OLD postgradu¬ 
ate student created a Voter- 

sin Challenge record last 
nidit before the first question 
wIT asked by becoming tire 
Brst child of a contestant to 
take part In the long-running 

*DonSc DonakL 30. was . 

not even a twinkle in his 

mother's eye when 19-yeawld 
Annabelle Stockwefl cap¬ 
tained St Anne’s College. Ox¬ 
ford. to victory in the first - 
round of the 1963 series. Last 
night he. followed in her 
footsteps as captain of the- 
team from King's C^oflege. 

London. . , 

King's were beaten by Not-.. 
tingham University by 230 
points to 215. Mr Donald said: 
“I have to recognise Mum fa- 
the genius of the family after 
alL” 

Mrs Donald became an 
English teacher and writer of 
detective novels- Her son 
graduated from Magdalen 
College. Oxford, and is now 
reading war studies. He said: 
“It was something I’ve always 
wanted to do ever since I 
found out Mum was on." 


Double agent 
Blake forced to 


By Richard Ford, home correspondent 


GEORGE BLAKE, the double 
agent whose treachery cost the 
lives of many British spies, 
has been barred from reoeiv-' 
mg £90.000 in royalties from 
the sale of his memoirs after 
the. Court of Appeal ruled 
yesterday that he should not 
profit from his crimes. • 

Lord Justice Woolf, the 
Master of the-Rolls, and two 
other judges granted an in¬ 
junction - stopping the publish- 1 
ers from sending any more 
money to Blake, who lives 
modestly in Moscow. 

Blake, a former officer with 
the Secret Intelligence Service 
(SIS)' who worked for the 
KGB, has already received a 
£50,000 advance far his book 
Nb Other Choice . Published 
by Jonathan Cape .in 1991, it 
sold 17.000 of the 19,000 copies 
printed. Counsel for the Attor¬ 
ney-General saidthe Govern¬ 
ment hoped that Jonathan 
Cape would donate the royal¬ 
ties to charity. 

Yesterday’s ruling over¬ 
turned a judgment given, in 
the High Court in April which 
said that the Crown’s insis¬ 
tence of a lifelong duty of 
fidelity for security service 
members represented an “in¬ 
terference with rights of free 
expression". 

A duty to refrain from 
disclosing information that 
was neither secret nor confi¬ 
dential was not necessary in a 
democratic society in the inter-, 
ests of national security, the 
High Court saicL 

But die Master of the Rolls, 
sitting with Lords Justices 
Millett and Mummery, said 
yesterday. The ordinary 
member of the public would 
be shocked if the position was 
that the courts were powerless 
to prevent the respondent 
profiting from his criminal 
conduct” 

In a written judgment they 
said that the remedy should be 
designed to achieve the public 
law policy - of preventing-tire 
offender from profiting' as a: 
result of. or m connection 
with, bis crime., - : 

Blake, 73, was responsible 
for the deaths of several Brit¬ 
ish agents after he.became a: 
Russian spy in tire wake of his 
capture by North Koreans and 
conversion to communism. 

On May 3,1961, he pleaded 


guOty to five counts of unlaw¬ 
fully communicating informa¬ 
tion contrary to the Official J 

Secrets Act and was sentenced v 

to 42 years' imprisonment It 
was said later that his 
sentence represented a year 
for every agent betrayed. In 
1966 he escaped from jail and 
made his way to Berlin and 
later to Moscow. 

Lord Justice Woolf said that, 
in submitting the book for 
publication without obtaining, 
clearance, Blake was in 
breach of contract, entitling 
the Crown to an injunction 
and damages. 

He said that, by disclosing 
information relating to sec¬ 
urity or intelligence gained as 
a result of his position as a 
member of the SIS, Blake had 
committed a criminal offence. 

The Attorney-General had 
the power to enforce public 
policy aimed at preventing a 
criminal further benefiting 
from the crime. •/ *'■ 

The appeal judges said: “It - - 
is obvious that, if the respon¬ 
dent had not been a notorious 
spy who had also dramatically 
escaped from prison, royalties 
of this order would never have 
been paid to him for his 
autobiography." 

Jonathan Cape agreed to 
pay Blake £50.000 when he 
signed the contract, £50,000 
when it received the manu¬ 
script and £50.000 on publica¬ 
tion. The Attorney-General 
has never tried to step publica¬ 
tion of the book. 

The appeal judges said that 
the Attorney-General was en- ^ 
titled to relief in public law "in 
his historic role as guardian of 
the public interest". 




Blakehds already been 
paid £50.000 for his book 
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‘They consider themselves above the law and make no attempt to conceal th|ir crimes,’ a policeman said 

Youth gang linked 
to murder, rape 
and street attacks 



Reports by 
> Lin Jenkins 

A TEENAGE gang modelled 
on the Triads was behind the 
murder of the headmaster 
Philip Lawrence, the stabbing 
of the husband of the Director 
of Public Prosecutions, and the 
gang rape of a tourist. 

The gang remains active 
today despite many of the lead¬ 
ers being behind bars. They 
operate in central and North 
London, meeting in amuse¬ 
ment arcades and pool halls in 
King’s Cross, Chinatown, the 
Strand and Trafalgar Square, 
and use violent mugging-to 
fund their drug use. 

They are routinely armed 
with knives, swords and mar¬ 
tial arts weapons. A cigarette 
bum between thumb and fore¬ 
finger indicates membership. 

One policeman said: 'What 
struck me was their routine 
use of violence. They consider 
themselves above the law and 
make no attempt to conceal 
their crimes." 

Scores of unsolved robber¬ 
ies using weapons, a rape and 
several assaults are believed to 
be their work. In one attack, a 
man's pelvis was shattered. 

The gang came to the atten¬ 
tion of the police when the hus¬ 
band of Dame Barbara Mills, 
the Director of Public Prosecu¬ 
tions, was stabbed in a street 
robbery in north London in 



■V- afcr 4 .* 



THE RECORD 


1995 after handing over his 
wallet Mr Mills had been ap¬ 
proached by half a dozen 
youths as he got out of his car 
near his home. 

They demanded money and 
Mr Mills decided to cooper¬ 
ate. Before he could, he was 
kicked, thumped and stabbed. 
The knife had severed an 
artery in his stomach and he 
nearly died. 

Bernard Enerio was con¬ 
victed of his part in the crime 
and had his six-year sentence 
reduced to four on appeal. 
Gregory Jananto was jailed 
for eight years. Learco 
Chindamo, who killed Mr 
Lawrence in an attack seven 
months later, was questioned 
but not charged. 

in December 1995, Mr Law¬ 
rence was murdered as he 
went to protect a pupil outside 
the school who was being 
beaten with a dumbbell. 
Chindamo and Christopher 
Gan were convicted for their 
part in that crime. 

Twelve days before that 
murder. Chindamo and oth¬ 
ers made an unprovoked at¬ 
tack on a student. Jonathan 
Roberts, in Oxford Street, 
smashing a bottle over his 
head. Chindamo was the only 
one prosecuted for the crime. 
He was jailed for three years 


to run concurrently with 
his detention for the murder. 

Youths with affiliations to 
the same gang came to die 
attention of police in Septem¬ 
ber 1996 when a 32-year-old 
Austrian tourist was gang- 
raped, thrown into a canal 
and left for dead. The mother 
of two had gone for a late- 
night stroll from her hotel 
near King’s Cross during a 
shopping trip to London. 

One of her attackers, Alan 
Agum, then 14. was the only 
one of eight who denied the 
crime, forcing her to give 
evidence at the Old Bailey in 
April this year. 

Calville Angol and Eld war- 
do Agum were among eight 
youths sentenced to ten to 12 
years for their part in the 
crime. Hie others, all mem¬ 
bers of. die same gang, were 
Agum's brother Allan. Leon 
McGean, Timothy Davies, 
Adrian Henry. Nicholas 
Mavrides and another Colom¬ 
bian youth who cannot be 
named for legal reasons. 

A month after the rape, 
members of the same gang at¬ 
tacked Antony Garcia shortly 
before he was to give evidence 
at the Old Bailey against Chin¬ 
damo for the murder of Mr 
Lawrence. Ramon Quiambo, 
Jananto and Roland Ramos 
were prosecuted for violent 
disorder and attempting to 
pervert the course of justice. 


Above; from left Ramon Quiambo, Bernard Enerio, Calville Angol Gregory Jananto and Christopher Gan. Below left, Learco Chindamo 



Truants who learnt the 
ways of easy violence 


LEARCO CHINDAMO. now 
17, arrived in Britain aged 
nine with his brothers Rocco, 
now 14. and Wolfgang, IS. 
both part of the gang. His 
father, Massimo, a Mafia 
mobster, is known as Acid 
Man after his favoured 
method of attack, and the 
young Chindamo developed a 
free and easy way with a knife 
to impress his father. 

His mother. Pacquita Tor¬ 
res, 46. moved to London 
from the Philippines, leaving 
her children with an aunt, 
when a relative told her of the 
good life to be had on state 
benefits. The children 
followed. 

Semi-literate after years of 
truancy, Chindamo taught 
younger boys in Camden. 
North London, how to use 
knives and coshes. An intelli¬ 
gence test in 1995 placed him 
in the bottom 9 per cent of the 
population. 

Gregory Jananto, 18, has 
never before been named for 
his involvement in the stab¬ 
bing of John Mills because of 


THE GANG 


the trial that ended yesterday. 
He once smashed' a bottle 
over a fellow pupil. "He was 
a nutter," said one member of 
staff at St Richard of Chiches¬ 
ter School, Camden. 

Roland Ramos. 18, was part 
of the hardcore of Filipinos in 
the gang. He thought nothing 
of brandishing a knife. 

Ramon Quiambo, IS. was 
one of Chindamo's closest 
friends at school. His Filipino 
single mother had no idea of 
her son’s links with crime. 

Calville Angol was 18 at the 
time of the rape, and on bail 
for other offences. He was of 
very low intelligence and 
regularly hung out around 
King's Cross. 

Adrian Henry, a 6ft 17- 
stone Afro-Caribbean. was in 
the care of Beatrice House, a 
privately run children's home 
in Finsbury Park. North 
London, at the time of the 
rape, when he was 14. He was 
also on bail for mugging a 


woman and for setting fire to 
his room at the home. 

Edwardo and Allan Agum. 
brothers aged 16 and 15. lived 
in Hackney. East London, but 
joined the gang through the 
close-knit Filipino commun¬ 
ity. Their mother. Eglelita. 
who was- separated from their 
father, worked long hours, 
leaving them to wander for 
hours through the night Nei¬ 
ther brother can make himself 
understood in English. 

Timothy Davis. 17, lives 
with his deeply religious Ven¬ 
ezuelan mother and sister in 
Clerkenwell, Central London. 
She was at a luss to under¬ 
stand how her son became 
involved in crime. 

Nicholas Mavrides. 16, was 
blamed by the rape gang for 
them getting caught- He told 
his mother of the crime and 
she told the authorities. 

On the night after the rape 
Leon McClean, 15, was re¬ 
corded by security cameras 
laughing and joking. The 
court was told that this was as 
a result of recalling the rape. 


Witness lives in fear after doing ‘one good thing in my life’ 


A FORMER gang member who 
did the "one good thing in my life" 
and testified against the killer of the 
headmaster Philip Lawrence is 
living in fear of his life fUn Jenkins 
writes). 

Antony Garda’s recollection of 
the killer's confession, given in a 
smoke-fiUed pool hall, helped to 
convict Learco Chindamo and gave 
police clues that enabled them to 


THE INFORMER 


unravel scores of other crimes. He 
has been repeatedly threatened, 
abused, chased and attacked. A 
panic button installed in his home 
allows him to summon the police at 
will, but he is concerned that ft 
could prove useless in a determined 
effort to kfll him. Those who have 


taunted him. chased him. pulled a 
knife on him and sprayed threaten¬ 
ing graffiti over the door to the 
block of flats where he lives have 
not been apprehended. Wherever 
he goes, he is aware of a lurking 
menace. 

Aftab Jaferjee. prosecuting at the 
latest trial, said: “He had the 
courage to give evidence against a 
murderer. Life for Mr Gazria was 


never going to be free from trouble. 
His life was bound to become 
fraught with an ever-present men¬ 
ace of threats and lurking vio¬ 
lence." Mr Garcia, 20. who works 
in a shop, said: "I have not led a 
good life, but 1 do one good thing 
and my whole life is a mess." 

Police know the identity of some 
of those behind the harassment, 
but do not have sufficient evidence 


to bring them to court. Mr Garcia 
was chased out of Euston station in 
January by some of the gang, who 
said: “You are going to die this 
year." in April he was mugged in a 
park at knifepoint. Keys to his 
house and car were taken and he 
was told: “We are going to do you, 
you grass." 

Graffiti sprayed on the commu¬ 
nal door to the flats where he lives 


read: “How many lives do you 
have?". The question was written 
on the day Chindamo was sen¬ 
tenced. Last month he was called to 
the telephone at work, and Threat¬ 
ened by an anonymous caller. 

When police stopped his car in 
May as he drove home from seeing 
relatives in Southend. Essex, they 
found a baseball bat in the boot, 
adapted with a metal spike in the 


lop. Two wooden staves were 
under the footmat. He said he 
needed them for protection and 
was cautioned. 

Detective Superintendent Brian 
Edwards, who led the inquiry into 
the murder, told David Farrer, QC. 
the Recorder: “He has changed his 
accommodation, which has allevi¬ 
ated the problem, but he still feels 
very vulnerable." 



Renault Scenic. 
Car of the Year 97. 


Renault V 10. 

Formula One Engine of the Year 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97. 
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At Renault, there are people who are defining the future of care; that’s 
the case with the Formula One team, whose relentless quest for perfection 
took us to victory in the F1A Formula One World Constructors’ 
Championship for the sixth year running, it’s the same with the Williams 
Renault Dealer Racing Team who were crowned: 1997 British Touring Car 
Championship triple champions, winning an unprecedented 14 out of 24 races. 


On the other hand, there are Renault cars which are defining the 
• future for people; cars like the Renault Scenic which, thanks to its 
mould-breaking design, has been voted Car of the Year 1997. Together, 
these achievements illustrate the one ambition which inspires Renault 
engineers: to take your driving experience into the future. Renault, F1A 
Formula One World Constructors’ Champions for the sixth year running. RENAUL T 
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Art trade to see 
vast changes after 
Sotheby’s inquiry 


THE $11-million investigation 
into allegations that Sotheby's 
smuggled works of art will not 
result in any member of staff 
tosing their job. Bur the com¬ 
pany claims the conclusions 
will radically alter the way it 
does business. 

It had commissioned two 
independent law firms to con¬ 
duct an internal review, 
handing over thousands of 
pages of records to be ana¬ 
lysed in an investigation that 
lasted fen months. 

Davis Polk & Wardwell in 
New York and Slaughter and 
May in London examined 
more than 8.000 transactions 
during 1006. interviewed more 
than 200 employees and pro¬ 
duced findings rhat will have 
far-reaching implications For 
the an trade. Changes in their 
code of conduct means they 
will always announce in the 
saleroom when an item has 
not found a buyer. 

Despite the thoroughness of 
the investigation, the review 
copies released to The Times 
and members of Sotheby’s 
staff extended to only eight 
pages. At first glance, the 
contents seemed couched in 
vague terms, praising for ex¬ 
ample the staffs cooperation 
and noting how accusations 
about smuggling in the media 
had been "troubling". 

There was, in fact, a split 
within Sotheby’s over whether 
the full findings should be 
published. "Blame the lawyers 
for that decision," Henry 
King, a senior partner with 
Davis Polk & Wardwell of 
New York, told The Times. 


New rules for 
making bids 
and training in 
the law are 
likely, reports 
Dalya Alberge 

However, the recommenda¬ 
tions and observations were 
far mure decisive and drastic 
than anyone had expected. 

Sotheby's will not sell any¬ 
thing with a dubious prove¬ 
nance and staff will be 
educated in international law. 
The lawyers found: "Re¬ 
sources that had been devoted 
to education, training and 
compliance issues were inade¬ 
quate. given the complexity of 
the business and the interna¬ 
tional legal environment in 
which the company operates 
around the world today." 

The auction house has ap¬ 
pointed a worldwide "compli¬ 
ance director" and is 
developing a compliance de¬ 
partment "to oversee and im¬ 
plement internal rules and 
procedures” and ensure that 
all employees are adequately 
trained in the rules. The 
review noted the confusion 
over some countries having 
legal restrictions over any art 
or antiques, not just to materi¬ 
al that could be classified as 
cultural heritage: and others 
adopt a licensing approach. 


Self-imposed strictures about 
handling imported works of 
an goes further than the 
company's legal responsi¬ 
bilities. Dede Brooks. 
Sotheby's chief executive, said 
that America does not recog¬ 
nise The export laws of coun¬ 
tries other than Mexico, Peru 
and Canada, meaning that it 
is not illegal to sell objects that 
were tile gaily exported from 
their country of origin. In 
taking this unprecedented de¬ 
cision. they were setting an 
example that she expects other 
auction houses and dealers to 
follow. 

The review suggests that 
most of the accusations made 
by Peter Watson in the Dis¬ 
patches programme and his 
book refer to incidents that 
occurred many years ago. 

The Channel Four under¬ 
cover film involving the 18th- 
century Italian Old Master 
was made in 19%. Mrs Brooks 
insisted this was “a one-off 
incident". 

The review notes how spe¬ 
cific policies and controls 
needed to be strengthened and 
Sotheby's is tightening up its 
entire code of conduct. It has, 
for example, introduced a 
more detailed warranty on 
contracts in which the owner 
reassures them that the prop¬ 
erty was legally exported and 
legally imports!. 

“Chandelier bids” — in 
which an auctioneer pretends 
to take non-existent bids to 
create a buzz of interest — will 
no longer be possible. 

Leading article, page 19 



The painting that was illegally imported by Sotheby's to London from Milan 


Italian ‘smuggling’ dossier sent to Scotland Yard 


By Daniel McGrory 
and Dalya Alberge 

ITALIAN police investigating alle¬ 
gations that art treasures were 
smuggled to Britain for auction have 
now sent a 300-page dossier to 
Scotland Yard. 

Their li-month inquiry is believed 
to reveal the concern in Italy about 
the increasing number of art works 
illegally taken to London and Euro¬ 
pean dties for sale. 

An undercover operation earlier 
this year, revealed in The Times and 


by Channel 4’s Dispatches pro¬ 
gramme, (raced how a Sotheby’s Old 
Masters expert in Milan helped 
deliberately evade export laws to get 
an I 8 th-portrail for sale in London. 
At the same time police in India are 
still investigating the theft of antiqui¬ 
ties after an expose of how auction 
houses encouraged the looting of 
national treasures. 

Sotheby’s last night insisted all its 
staff will give full* cooperation to 
continuing police enquiries. As well 
as the international allegations 
against them, Peter Watson, a Brit¬ 


ish journalist who first exposed the 
smuggling, also claims that 
Sotheby’s — the world's oldest and 
biggest auctioneers — rigged its 
London sales. 

In February, Sotheby’s suspended 
senior staff after an undercover 
operation showed Rocland 
KoDewijn — its Old Masters expert 
in Milan — arranging for a painting 
by Giuseppe Nogari to be smuggled 
Sotheby's London office. 

A hidden camera carried by an 
woman investigator from Channel 4 
Dispatches programme filmed 


Roeiand KoUewijn helping to move 
the work by the Italian painter. Mr 
Kollewijn was shown making a 
series of damaging admissions ac¬ 
knowledging that it was illegal for 
the portrait — Old Woman with a 
Cup — to leave Italy. Sotheby’s 
expert is seen coaching the woman, 
who claims she has inherited a 
sizeable collection of paintings in 
Italy, on how to smuggle these works 
to England. 

He boasts to the woman how Italy 
gets “rather upset about losing 
works of art Its more or less the 


welcome, but 


some 

arele 


Expert Peter Watson, who made the ' 
allegation against Sotheby's, tells 
how he lost friends from the art world 
' after publishing his exposi 


only natural resource they have ... 
they don’t have oil or whatever so 
they are very strict". He says such 
practises are “happening all the 
time". 

Investigators from the Dispatches 
programme also alleged that 
Sotheby’s auctioned Indian antiqui¬ 
ties smuggled to Britain by Bombay 
dealers. Last night Sotheby’s chief 
executive Dede Brooks said the 
auction house had sent a 25-page 
letter pointing out factual inaccura¬ 
cies in Mr Watson’s expose. She said 
they had not had a reply. 


IN the wake of the two 
Dispatches programmes earli¬ 
er this year, and publication of 
my book, Sotheby’s Inside 
Story, which, together exposed 

several, ads of wrongdoing 
inside the auction, house. I lost 
several friends in the art 
world. 

I had anticipated something 
of the sort but the reason was 
i n t e rest in g. People didn't dis¬ 
pute the unsavoury facts of the 
expose;, rather they implied 
that some insiders had known 
ail along that such practices 
went on. were, indeed wide¬ 
spread throughout the art 
world, th?t many foreign laws 
were rightly regarded as a 
joke, and that attention should 
not be drawn to these matters. 

The reaction to the pro¬ 
grammes, and the serial¬ 
isation of the book in The 
Times, provoked headlines in 
more than 50 countries world¬ 
wide, and the book has been 
translated into several lan¬ 
guages. That the London art 
world differs so much.in its 
reaction' from everyone else 
reflects partly on its misplaced 
sense of priorities and partly 
on its arrogance. InJaimess to 
Sotheby’s, although this same 
brand of arrogance had led 
some of its employees down 
questionable paths, which our 
investigations highlighted, the 
report thankfully does not 
adopt'that tone. 

However, there are certain 
haid questions that remain. 

I; The lawyers.. Slaughter & 
May and Davis Polk & 
Wardwell who helped the 
review committee, never inter¬ 
viewed me or anyone else 
associated ith Che pro¬ 
grammes; or the book. They 
sent a. number of faxes but 
never followed through 
properly. - 

2: The attorney who is to head 
the new compliance depart¬ 
ment is the very woman who 
sat in on my interview with 
Felicity Nicholson,, thenhead 
of antiquities and, when the 


interview turned to wrongdo¬ 
ing in Ms Nicholson's depart¬ 
ment. raised the issue of Ms 
Nicholson having another ap¬ 
pointment Viewers o£ r - 
programme may recall that 1 
then telephoned Ms Nichol¬ 
son a short while later, from 
outside the Sotheby’s building, 
to find that she was already 
bade in her office. This attor¬ 
ney thus has some way to go 
before she convinces mesheis , 
the right choice for this job. -J 
4: Most important, however, 
are Sotheby's activities in rela¬ 
tion to antiquities. The com¬ 
pany has made it known - 
privately that it intends to take 
a much more stringent atti¬ 
tude in selling goods of doubt¬ 
ful origin. The only conclusion 



Watson: author of 
Sotheby’s Inside Story 

to that tine of reasoning is that 
it must stop selling the 70-00 
per cent of antiquities, etimb* 
graphical and precolumbian • 
objects that are unproven? 
anced. If Sotheby’s really 
grasps tiiis issue it will have 
taken a massive step cowards 
cleaning up the art trade and' 
will truly justify the filial; 
words of the letter sent" 
yesterday to all employees; 
regarding a “coninutment to 
take a leadership role on 
ethical and legal practices". 


Beatrix Potter rabbit makes record sale 


By John Shaw 

A WATERCOLOUR by Beatrix Potter 
intended as a design for a Christmas card 
sold for a record £38,900 at Bonhams in 
London yesterday. 

It showed a rabbit with an umbrella 
and basket stepping from his front door 
into a tight covering of snow watched by 
his wife. The tiny illustration measuring 


4 b in by 6*2 in had been estimated to make 
£ 1 - 000 . . . 

The watercolour went to J Reisler, an 
American dealer, after a bidding contest 
with a collector. A spokesman said 
afterwards: “This is the best Potter 
illustration we have seen on the market 
and we have been dealing in this field for 
28 years." 

The drawing was signed with the 


author’s initials and dated to about 1890; 1 
The style and subject matter are similar to ^ 
other illustrations by her but the 
watercolour was in good condition and 
fresh to the market- It came from an 
anonymous private source. 

A sketch of Eeyore, the donkey from 
Winnie the Pooh, went far £3335 against 
an estimate of E500. It was drawn by 
E. H. Shepard on a scrap of paper. 


private sector housing stock. 


and independent industry regulation that's fit for 


Our model of standard setting and home owner the 21 st Century, 
protection has been emulated all over the world - So you can be sure, in a future that needs 

from Canada. Europe and the Far East another 4.4 million new homes over the next 


to the new home warranty system we are 


helping to set up in South Africa. 


twenty years, we'JJ be there to see 


they’re built to last 


NH6C, BuiWmark Mouse. Chlltern Avenue, Amersham, Bucks HPfl 5AP. 


Animal 
slippers 
that can 
go wild 

By Ian Murray 

THEY may look cute in the 
shops, but take them home 
and they can become a men¬ 
ace lurking at the feet of your 
loved ones. Floppy, animal- 
shaped slippers were targeted 
yesterday in a health warning 
on the perils of Christmas. 

Over the festive season, 
more than 30,000 people are 
expected to be injured at home 
by fells, including about 7500 
on stairs. According to the 
Royal Society for the Preven¬ 
tion of Accidents, an unspeci¬ 
fied number are the result of 
trying to master the art of 
wafldng while wearing cuddly 
footwear given as gifts. 

Other falls are blamed on 
tripping over wrapping paper 
or presents on the carpet, 
slipping on turkey grease on 
the kitchen Door, or negotiat¬ 
ing a staircases after a tipple 
too many. The society’s festive 
warnings include keeping 
children away from alcohol 
and knives, and changing 
Christmas tree bulbs only 
with the current switched off. 
The number of home acci¬ 
dents is about the same as the 
rest of the year, but the causes 
are different, said the society. 
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JUST WHEN THE 
DAYS ARE GROWING 
SHORTER, 
HARRODS MAKES 
THEM LONGER. 


Opening Hours; 
Today unlit December 23rd, 
Mondays to Saturdays, 
10am to 8pm. 


It’s that time of year when Hamads makes being late a virtue. 
From today until December 23rd, hours of business 
for all departments will be extended from 10am until 8pm. So take 
advantage of the longer days to enjoy Harrods festive 
‘Nutcracker Christmas’ decorations, and to find absolutely 
everything on your Christmas fisL 
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Harmds LitL Xnighhbridge, London SWt.X 7XL. Teh 0171-730 1234, 
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in trial to 

save cattle 

Bv Michael Hornsby, agriculture correspondent 


BADGERS are to be cuDed in 
trial areas to find the best-way 
of baiting the increase in 
tuberculosis among dairy cat" 
tie. The culls, in “hot spots" 
with the highest levels- of 
bovine TB, will last for five 
years to allow comparison of 
different culling methods with 
a policy of no culling at'all. 

Jeff Rooker, the Food Safety 
Minister, announced the ex¬ 
periment _ yesterday on tte 
advice of an independent re¬ 
view group of scientists head¬ 
ed fay John Krebs. Royal 
Society Research Professor in 
the Zoology Department of 
Oxford University. 

“Next to BSE, bovine TB is 
the most serious animal dis- 
„ a ease that the Ministry of 
^ Agriculture has to deal with.” 

' Mr Rooker said. "The report 
by the group gives us an 
V updated and authoritative ba- 

1 sis on which to proceed.’* 

\ The report, commissioned 

3 by the previous Government 

} and released yesterday, con' 

• dudes that “evidence strongly 

supports die view that, in. 
> Britain, badgers are a signifi- 

■j cant source of [TB] infection in 

1 cattle’'. 

/ Professor Krebs said that 

/ policies in the 1970s and I98Qs 

jJ of killing all badgers in TB- 

p infected areas had suggested 

that the culls could reduce the 
incidence of die disease in 
cattle. But culling policies had. 
never been subjected to scien¬ 
tific analysis. 

Fanners* groups yesterday 



welcomed the report's ac¬ 
knowledgement of fte proba¬ 
ble link between badgers and. 
bovine TB, but-voico? dismay 
that all badgers in infected 
areas’ 1 would not be slaugh¬ 
tered immediately. Fanners 
are also worried that the- 
formed culling now carried: 
will be suspended outside the 
trial areas. 

The National Farinas* 
Union called the report 'a 
watershed that vindicated 
what fanners had been saying 
for a long time, but said that, 
during the trials. many farm 
businesses would be..left un¬ 
protected. Sir David Naish, its 
president said that while evi¬ 
dence was bong collected, 
"many farming families will 
be faring ruin 

Ministry of Agriculture 
officials admit fed the current * 
polity has failed to slow toe 
rise in toe number of heeds 
with TBoutbreaks, up from' 
12S in 1991 to 471 last year. 
Badgers are culled only if they 
are found an 1 -* TBiffectaf 
farm and Iactating saws with 
young are excluded. Under the 
most drastic of the options to 
be tested, aft badgos, includ¬ 
ing Iactating sows, will be , 
killed.. 

- The cuffing done-by 

- trappin g ahd shooting.-Ani¬ 
mal welfare gronpssaid they 
remained to be convinced that 

: cuffing was necessary. “Cur- ! 
rent control strategies have j 
hot worised,” Cdm Booty, of 
tiie RSPCA. saitL “We fear: 
that the indusibn of ladalizig' 
sows in tile cutis could leave 
young cubs to starve.** 

Although the number of 
hods infected with TB is only 
about I per cent, of all herds, 
the bndence of the efisease 
has been mcreasbig and has 
spread out of Sarah West 
En gland to areas with no 
recent history of infection. A 
recent study put the badger 
poptdation at. - toore ;&ari 
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By Philip Delves Broughton 

IN 1991 a rabies epidemic swept 
southern Ethiopia. The disease was 
carried by the dogs used by toe 
Orumo tribe to round up their cattle. 
From them, it spread quickly, reduc¬ 
ing the population bf Ethiopian 
wolves, once numbered in thousands, 
tojust4O0. 

. Not quite a wolf, but the dosest 
living relation to one, the Ethiopian 
wblf is a benign creature and now one 
of the most endangered huge 
mammals in the world- Claudio 
Siflero-Zubrri has devoted toe past 
few years to keeping the last of these 
wotvesaHve, with the support of the 
Bora Free Foundation, one of die two 


THE TIMES CHRISTMAS APPEAL 


charities nominated by The Times 
this year for its Christinas appeal. Dr 
Silkro-Zubiri lives in the wolves' 
natural habitat in the Bale moun¬ 
tains, south of Addis Ababa, at an 
altitude of 3,000 metres. 

- His strategy to save the wolf 
population is twin-pronged. First, he 
must ensure thar the disease-carrying 
dogs are vaccinated and cared for 
better by their owners. The next stage 
is a breeding programme. 

He has already begun a vacrinatim 
programme to prevent rabies and 
canine* distemper, worldnp with 
Kiren Laurenson. a Scottish vet 


Earlier this year, he published a 
children's book. The Wolf Watchers, 
about toe plight of the Ethiopian wolf 
and the efforts to save it which has 
been translated into Oromo. His work 
persuading the local tribes to take 
better care of their dogs has the 
backing of the Ethiopian Government 
as well as local doctors and vets. 

For the captive breeding pro¬ 
gramme, as much as E20Q.000 wQl be 
needed, much of which will have to be 
raised outside Ethiopia. The Born 
Free Foundation (BFF) is in the 
forefront of the fund-raising efforts. 
Alison Hood, who handles the Ethio¬ 


pian wolf project far the foundation, 
said: “We believe the best form of 
captive breeding involves animals 
being kept in conditions as dose as 
possible to those they will confront in 
die wild and with minimal human 
con tact” The Ethiopian wolves will 
be bred and reared in their natural 
habitat in Ethiopia before being 
released. 

Starting with eight to ten wolves, it 
is hoped that the programme will 
quickly expand to replenish toe 
population of Ethiopian wolves as 
soon as possible. If Dr SOJhro-Zubiri 
succeeds in his task, the wolves will be 
' saved for generations. 

Leading article, page 19 
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Exam stress 
drove pupil 
to suidde 

A pupil at a private school 
gassed himself when the pres¬ 
sure of studying for A levels 
became too much. Ampthill 
Coroners Court was told. Wes¬ 
ley Davies. 17, drove home 
from Bedford Modem School 
and parked in the garage of 
his parents' home in 
Willington. Bedfordshire. 

He left letters for his parents 
and for his friend, Louisa 
Knibbs, to whom he had 
confessed that he was finding 
school work hard. Verdict: 
suicide. 

Rail strike 

Services on West and Wales 
trains still face a strike threat 
on Friday in a productivity 
dispute. Industrial action fay 
guards on South West Trains 
was lifted after the RMT union 
admitted that ballot papers 
were mistakenly sent to 20 
former employees. 

Driver killed wife 

An elderly woman died when 
her husband accidentally ran 
over her, a Bradford inquest 
was told. Douglas Gort mt his 
wife. Frances. 67, while driv¬ 
ing at about bmph near their 
home in Shipley, West York¬ 
shire. A verdict of accidental 
death was returned. 

Carried away 

Sailors on HMS Invincible 
may not be home for Christ¬ 
mas. The carrier was due back 
in Portsmouth on Friday, but 
will stay in the Mediterranean 
until further notice to main¬ 
tain pressure an Iraq. Crew 
members have been given free 
two-minute calls home. 

Tongue lashing 

The Government has laun¬ 
ched a project to promote 
Gaelic and its traditions in 
Scotland, and links between 
Scotland and Ireland. The 
three-year Cotomba Initiative, 
costing £6 million, is also 
backed by toe Irish Govern¬ 
ment. 

Prank misfires 

David Stanfland, 19. a Man¬ 
chester student, took a plastic 
toy gun into class for an end- 
of-term prank and told his 
tutor: "If I had got less that 40 
per cent I was going to shoot 
you." He was cautioned after 
20 armed police raided his flat 
at dawn. 


record sal; 


it\\ ! V> 



A K t 


t - ;; s 


I 


J 5 • *- v 



1 1. 11 1' ■ -hi.• 


95 p 


toys 


1 




1:\ ’ 


ALSO AVAILABLE AT 


- _. oAnnUCTS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY.-SOME LINES NOT AVAILABLE IN SMALLER STORES 

SJUNS80BY3 YOUB CO MMENTB: www.sRm8burys.co.uk 


SIEMENS 


A cardigan, how 


lovely, 


really 


it's just what 
I wanted 
and paisley 
as well, 
how...unique 



n-tu-r 

Talknology ;r;,; 


Siemens 




































•f — - 


o POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT 

Tory leadership 
changes will go 
to historic vote 


THE TIMES WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 17 1997 


TORY MPs are to hold a 
formal ballot for ihe first time 
mis century to settle the future 
of party leadership elections. 

A decision was expected 
“day on the changes to the 
election rules but it has been 
dela yed until January by offi¬ 
cers of the 1922 Committee of 
backbench MPs because of the 
divided opinion within the 
parliamentary party. 

The notoriously autocratic 
executive of the committee has 
bowed to the demand for 
growing democratisation in 
the party. Most of the officers 
— the men in grey suits — 
have conceded that for the first 
time in the committee’s 65- 
year history the changes will 
be put to the test by a series of 
votes rather than by the time- 
honoured route of agreement 
by acclamation. 

With William Hague hav¬ 
ing pledged to give party 
members a say in leadership 
elections and policymaking 
for the first time, support has 
grown in the parliamentaiy 
party- for a system of one 
member, one vote (OMOV). 
The move has dismayed the 
Tory old guard, which domi¬ 
nates the 1922 executive. 

The MPs who back the 
principle of an electoral coll¬ 
ege are hopelessly divided on 
the percentage that should be 
given to party members. The 
options range from 20 to 35 
per cent with 5 per cent for 
peers and MEPs. 

In the past a consensus has 
been reached by popular ac- 


The men in grey 
suits have caught 
the democracy 
bug, reports 

Andrew Pierce 


damation. This has meant 
that Tory backbenchers have 
endorsed the executive’s rec¬ 
ommendations with a mur¬ 
mur. rather than a vote. 

Bur wirh Mr Hague'being 
determined to modernise the 
party, the officers of the com¬ 
mittee have bowed to the 
inevitable. One senior Tory 
MP said: “For the first time a 
decision mil not be readied by 
a puff of white smoke but by a 
democratic vote. We cannot 
bring in changes which are 
decided to democratise the 
party with a nod and a wink 
and no vote by backbenchers. 
Because there are no clear 
views, and increasing support 
for OMOV, many members of 
the executive have come to the 
conclusion that it cannot prop¬ 
erly guage opinion as it has 
done in the past.” 

The committee will publish 
two policy papers outlining 
arguments for and against 
OMOV and the different sys¬ 
tems of electoral college. Each 
MP will be given a ballot 
paper. The final question mil 
be whether the MPs want to 


change die name of the 1922 
Committee. 

Several Tory frontbenchers, 
including Bernard Jenkin. 
Nigel Evans, Richard Otto- 
way and Timothy Boswell, 
have signed a letter to the 1922 
executive supporting a change 
to one member, one vote. 
Others who signed indude the 
former ministers Peter Bot¬ 
tom! ey. Robert Jackson, John 
Horam and Sir Peter Lloyd. 

The subject of OMOV was 
raised with Mr Hague at a 
dinner of Tory MPs on Mon¬ 
day night Mr Hague has 
stayed resolutely above the 
arguments aver tire leadership 
changes but is known to see 
some virtue in one member, 
one vote. The system would be 
used to portray the Tories as a 
genuinely democratic party. It 
would also reinforce Mr 
Hague's position as the 
grassroot supporters tradi¬ 
tionally remain loyal to the 
leader of the day. 

The letter, which was circu¬ 
lated by Mr Gray, MP for 
Wiltshire North, argued that 
changing to one member, one 
vote would democratise the 
party but ensure that MPs 
retained control over the slate 
of candidates. “It gives the 
partiamentary party the right 
to narrow the field to two or 
three candidates. It removes 
the possibility of a small group 
having disproportionate influ¬ 
ence in the electoral college 
system." 

Leading article, page 19 


Labour rebels join lib Dems 


By Polly Newton 

POLITICAL REPORTER 

FOUR former Labour mayors 
of a London borough have 
joined the Liberal Democrats 
in protest at the Government's 
benefit cuts for single parents. 

The four—Gerry Ross, Josh 
Lamb, Ken Hanson and linda 
Hibberd — are Hackney coun¬ 
cillors who split from their 
local Labour Party and joined 
the breakaway New Labour 
Group after a row last year 
over discipline. Mr Ross, 77, a 
Labour Party member for 


more than 60 years, said: 
“The cut to lane-parent bene¬ 
fits was the final straw. And it 
wasn't only what they have 
done to lone parents, which Is 
absolutely disgraceful, but be¬ 
yond that, the threat of the 
further attacks that are being 
planned on pensions. 

“The liberal Democrats are 
now the only left-ofcentre 
party and I am delighted to 
become a member." 

Ms Hibberd, who was may¬ 
or of Hackney last year, said 
that she could see tittle differ¬ 
ence between the Government 


and its Tory predecessors. 
“They are carrying on with 
Tory policies and I'm very 
unhappy about that." 

Mr Lamb, who is the 
present mayor of Hackney, 
said: “I’m very angry about 
some of their policies on 
benefits.” 

John McCafferty, leader of 
the council's Labour group, 
said: “These people were ex¬ 
pelled last year and have been 
doing everything they can to 
get back at the party ever 
since. All this about benefits is 
just a smoke screen." 


^TWE. MY W6RS> FOR IT YOUUL. EMC* UP WITH A PUUPtT 

ANf> fJo GOMSR&WPOIO r 


--< 


Hurd ridicules Cook’s 
ethical policy ‘nonsense’ 


By Nicholas Watt 
POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 

DOUGLAS HURD poured 
scorn yesterday on Robin 
Cook's ethical foreign policy 
and the video film used to 
present it after Labour's 
election victory. 

Lord Hurd of WestweB, 
Foreign Secretary in 1989-95, 
warned Mr Cook against 
paying more attention to 
packaging than to substance 
and said tfaat the video 
would make his job over the 
next few years harder. 

The Labour leftwinger 
Diane Abbott asked for 
Lord Hurd's opinion of the 
video when he appeared 
before tire Foreign Affairs 
Select Committee. He 
paused briefly before say¬ 
ing: “Itfs riveting stuff, bat 
it's absolute nonsense.” 

Within weeks of the gener¬ 
al election Mr Cook 


damped his mark on the 
Foreign Office by insisting 
in his much vaunted mission 
statement tfaat he would 
demand new standards on 
human rights. Preceded by a 
stick film of British achieve¬ 
ments, the new Foreign Sec¬ 
retary said: “Our foreign 
policy most have an ethical 
dimension and must sup¬ 
port (he demands of other 
people for the democratic 
rights on which we insist for 
ourselves,” Another video 
on the same theme was 
cheered at the Labour 
conference. 

Lord Hurd said that it was 
difficult to apply consistent 
standards of human rights 
to different regimes. Return¬ 
ing to the video, he said: 
"Mr Cook has made his task 
slightly more difficult in 
conniving in such a video 
that was applauded so loud¬ 
ly at the party conference. 


He is making the next two 
to three years more 
difficult" 

Ernie Ross, the Labour 
M P for Dundee West asked 
Him whether be wished that 
he haul set out a mission 
statement in the style of Mr 
Cook. Lord Hurd replied: 
“Mission statements were 
invented after I had been 
Foreign Secretary. In my 
day they were called speech¬ 
es in the House of Com¬ 
mons. but that’s rather out 
of fashion now." 

Lord Hurd, who started 
his career as a diplomat 
gave Mr Cook a gentle 
warning that he should use 
the restrained language tra¬ 
ditionally deployed by the 
Foreign Office. He said: 
“There is a danger in too 
much rhetoric and in paying 
too much attention to pack¬ 
aging 1 rather than to 
substance.” 


Why Treasury ! 
needs to relax 
its rigid grip 


THE real nanny state is the 
one run by the Treasury. 
However much rhe .Govern¬ 
ment talks about the Impor¬ 
tance of decentralisation, the 
Treasury remains determined 
not to surrender central con¬ 
trol over spending. This will 
be underlined by the publica¬ 
tion tomorrow of the Scotland 
Bill and has also been reflect¬ 
ed in the arguments within 
Whitehall about how to fi¬ 
nance the proposed elected 
mayor and assembly for 
London. 

The Treasury still wants to 
fix overall levels of spending, 
so that local bodies would 
mainly just have discretion 
over the allocation of centrally 
fixed grants. Any freedom of 
manoeuvre over tax raising 
■ would be minimal. The Trea¬ 
sury acts is if any focal 
variation, from its spending 
targets might imperil its fiscal 
stability strategy. This is noth¬ 
ing to do with which forty is in 
power and has been a consis¬ 
tent Treasury policy since the 
mid-1970s. 

The Welsh assembly will 
merely deride how to allocate 
a Whitehall grant while, in 
addition, the Scottish parlia¬ 
ment will also have the power 
to raise or forgo 1450 million 
which is the equivalent of 3p 
on the basic rate of income tax. 
However, not only will overall 
control over these tax-raising 
powers remain with Westmin¬ 
ster. but there are inherent 
flaws in the so-called Barnett 
formula for determining the 
grant roughly 97 per cent of 
total spending. 

The 20-year-old formula en¬ 
sures that Scotland and Wales 
receive a share of changes in 
spending for equivalent public 
services in England in propor¬ 
tion to their populations. This 
applies only to increases, nor 
the baselines, with the result 
that Scottish spending per 
head is 23 per cent higher than 

in England. 

Rather to the annoyance of 
Scottish ministers in the Gov¬ 
ernment the Commons Trea¬ 
sury Committee has recently 
inquired into the formula. 
Judging by its public hear¬ 
ings, the committee’s report 
next Monday is likely to call 
for a revision of the formula 
on the basis of a new assess¬ 
ment of needs. 

A Treasury paper last week 
pointed out that if local au¬ 
thority self-financed expendi¬ 


ture grows “more rapidly than 
equivalent expenditure in 
England over a period and in 
such a way as to threaten 
targets set for public expendi¬ 
ture as part of the manage¬ 
ment of the UK economy.. . it 
will be open to the UK 
Government to take theexcess ‘ 
into account in considering the ■ 
level of the block budgets". In 
other words, don't use your 
powers to spend, or we will 
daw it back. The same line 
was taken in rhe Govern¬ 
ment’s consultative paper in 
July. New Leadership for 
London. 

Within statutory require¬ 
ments on councils to balance 
their budgets, the Treasury's 
insistence on restraining tax¬ 
ing and spaiding “undercuts 
local and regional autonomy". 
This “removes important is¬ 
sues from local democratic 
derision”, as the Institute for 
Public Policy Research (IPPR) 
pointed out last week in its 
thorough report The Greater 


ON POLITICS 

London Authority: Principles 
and Organisational Struc¬ 
ture. sponsored by the Corpo¬ 
ration of London. 

The central issue is whether 
the mayor and assembly 
should have their own addi¬ 
tional revenue-raising powers. 
The IPPR report recommend¬ 
ed that the new body should 
be allowed to levy transport 
related charges on congestion 
and additional parking, while 
also charging the utilities for 
road disruption. This sensible 
idea is opposed by the 
Treasury. 

In most other countries, 
local and regional authorities 
can decide what taxes they 
want to levy, as well as rates of 
tax. Local discretion in Ameri¬ 
ca does not seem to cause Alan 
Greenspan, the Federal Re¬ 
serve chairman, many sleep¬ 
less nights. The problem 
about the “tartan tax", tike the 
council tax, is not that ft is too 
large but that it is too small a 
proportion of total revenue. 
Talk of reviving local govern¬ 
ment and devolution is largely' 
empty unless ft is accompa¬ 
nied by a genuine relaxation Of 
Treasury controls. • 

Peter Riddell 
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Rescue summit 




gives 
to Asian ‘tigers’ 


A SUMMIT of the shell¬ 
shocked leaders of the crum- 
bling former “’tiger” 
economies in South-East Asia 
ended last night on a sombre 
note, with scant progress in 
solving the problems of the 
region's tumbling currencies, 
and with little in the way of 
ecnnomic assistance on offer. 

Any nation that could help 
is looking anxiously at its own 
reserves and. no doubt, re¬ 
membering slights sustained 
before at the hands of Daruk 
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, 
the Malaysian Prime Minis¬ 
ter. who seemed to. have had 
the stuffing knocked out of 
him. “The economies of South- 
East Asia used to be vibrant 
and were described as miracle 
economies." said the visibly 
humbled and dispirited Dr 
Mahathir, speaking at the 
Palace of the Golden Horses, 
the conference centre. 

The venue, which looks half- 
Las Vegas. half-Turkish har¬ 
em. seems to symbolise the 
past decade of excess in South- 
East Asia, a vision of prosperi¬ 
ty that looks like nothing so 
much as an extravagant 
dream. 

“They [the economies! are 
no longer vibrant." admitted 
the Malaysian leader, who 
was once the scourge of the' 
Western world, notably Brit¬ 
ain. Australia and America. 
“They are no longer miracles." 
Dr Mahathir said he had 



Japan refuses appeals to shore 
up South-East Asia’s faltering 
economies, James Pringle 
reports from Kuala Lumpur 


learnt to temper his wards, 
because everything he said 
had a direct effect on the 
currency market. But he 
continued to portray the 
South-East Asian nations as 
victims, noting that “when you 
are up against forces you 
cannot fight against, there is 
little you can do". 

in a tone of resignation, the 
Malaysian leader said: “We 
have to accept that in this 
world there is no equality." 
He added: “Might is stiff right 
We are not in a position to do 
anything: we are just the 
victims." 

In the past Dr Mahathir, 
71. accused international spec¬ 
ulators such as the financier 
George Soros, and a hidden 
“Jewish agenda", of being 
behind the meltdown. How¬ 
ever. sources said that Dr 
Mahathir's deputy and 
anointed successor, Anwar 
Ibrahim, and Malaysian 
business heads had privately 
demanded that the Prime 
Minister tone down his words, 
because he adversely affected 
the value of Malaysia's cur¬ 
rency, the ringgit, and the 


stock exchange. Yesterday the 
ringgit continued to fall. 

Dr Mahathir, asked wheth¬ 
er Japan — whose Prime 
Minister. Ryutaro 

Hashimoto, was present — 
had offered economic assis¬ 
tance. said Tokyo no longer 
saw itself as the “leading goose 
among the geese" Japan, 
whose economy is running at 
a snail's space, played down 
its role as an economic super¬ 
power it offered no economic 
assistance but said it was 
ready to train 20,000 young 
people from the Association of 
South-East Asian Nations 
(Asean). President Jiang 
Zemin of China promised that 
Beijing would nor devalue its 
currency which, if true, would 
help exports from South-East 
Asia. 

China and Japan — the 
latter has even ruled out 
increasing imports from 
South-East Asia — only prom¬ 
ised assistance through the 
International Monetary Fund, 
which has already put togeth¬ 
er a £61 billion rescue package 
for Indonesia. Thailand and 
South Korea. 



lover for return 

of $500,000 



FROM James Bone in new york 


lues Misan. who insists she never agreed to marry the Wall Street trader 


A WALL STREET wheeler- 
dealer who showered a Latvi¬ 
an model with gifts has taken 
the blonde to court in New 
■York to get hack the $500,000 

(£306.000) he spent on het 

John Lattanzio, 49. one of 
Wall Street's most feared 
traders, is suing his former 
girlfriend, Ines Misan, who 
is in her twenties, for money 
he spent on what he says 
were engagement presents, 
including a 9-carat diamond- 
■aod^latmuin ring - he bought 
from Hariy Winston the 
• jewellers for $289,275. 

The . other gifts named in 
the court action are a Cartier 
diamond necklace ($147,220); 
a diamond ring from Van 
Cleef & Arpds ($ 20 , 026 ); a 

Hermes crocnd De-skin puree 
($27,000); and two more Har- 
iy 'Winston platinum rings 
(one diamonds the other . 
ruby) that cost a total of 
$Etf32. 

The balding, divorced 
father,'-once named one of 
Wall . Street’s roost eligible 
bachelors. claims the couple 
were engaged before they 
broke up last month. But 
.Misan —. who uses a single 
name for modelling — says 
“he lovwf me. but he loved 
me with obsession" and in¬ 
sists she never agreed to 
marty him- 

He begged her to have his 
child, she told die Afew York 
Post, but he said: “You don't 
have to many me.” 

She added: “This is an 
insult for him.to ask me for 


the jewdleiy bade. Iris like 

giving a child a candy and 
ripping it out of his mouth 
once he's sucking ft ... 1 geT- 
attached to gifts, especially 

diamonds. Pm a beautiful 
woman.” 

Misan. who once starred in 
a film called In the 
Goldmine, says the mogul- 
sought to buy her affections 
from the first day they met 
She estimates that he spent 
$3 million on her. allowing 
ter oo use his credit canfcar 
will and buying her gifts 
almost daily because of his' 

. “own Insecurity" 

Among the otter items he, 
gave her were six large* 
flowering orchid trees cost¬ 
ing $24)00 apiece, a Tiffany, 
ring and earrings, designer 
clothes and a Mercedes 
sedan. 

Mr Lattanzio's lawsuit mil 
probably turn on whether the 
court finds that he was in fact 
engaged to Misan. New York, 
law says gifts "given in 
contemplation of marriage" 

— usually engagement rings 

— can be reclaimed. 

With a court bearing 
scheduled for next Tuesday. 
Misan has hired the re¬ 
nowned divorce lawyer. 
Raoul Felder, and is fuming 
about her former boyfriend’s 
behaviour. “It’s not like this 
is his last penny." she said. 
“When you step out of the 
picture, you step out with 
style He’s not" 

Mr Lattanzio refused 
comment 
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French adore ‘les rosbifs’ but $ 
English disdain the ‘frogs’ 


From Ben MacintyrE in pakis 


THE French are fond of the 
British in general and Brit¬ 
ain's Prime Minister in partic¬ 
ular, while the Britons have a 
much lower opinion of the 
French and almost no opinion 
whatever of their premier; 
according to a new French 
survey.' 

The' poll, carried • out ; by 
"Sofres pollsters and published 
ki ie Monde newspaper yes¬ 
terday, suggests that while 
most French people may no 
longer consider Albion perfidi¬ 
ous, the feeling is not quite 
reciprocated. 

While more than 50 per cent 
of French citizens said they 
had a “largely favourable" 
view of the British, only 35 per 
cent of Britons felt the same 
way about, the French and 
some 20 per cent declared 
outright "antipathy" towards 
our continental neighbours. 

The gulf in political appreci¬ 
ation was still more marked. ' r 
Some 82 per cent of french 
people said they had a “good" 
or “fairly good" opinion of 


Tony Blair, but just-11 percent. 
' of British citizens had a simi¬ 
larly favourable impression of 
Lionel Jospin, the Socialist . 
Prime Minister of Ftahc&-A 
remarkable 82 per cent of 
Britans were indifferent to M- 
Jospin and expressed - “no 
opinion" arall on France’S left- 
wing leader. 

i ' When- asked^ to state the 
principal i characteristics -^of ' 
■French people. 43 per cent of 
the British cited “cultivation" 
and 19 per cent “creativity". 
Less flatteringly, however, 
only 8 per cent considered - 
French people “resourceful" or 
“amusing", just 7 per cent 
pointed to “honesty" as a 
Trench trait and a tiny 4 per 
cent considered the French to 
be “courageous" 

More than a third of the 
1.000 Britons over 18 polled in 
the survey described French 
people as “arrogant", one 
quarter caUed’foem “cold and 
distant” and one in ten went so 
far as to label the French 
“greedy, and hypocritical”.. 


The French sense of savoir- 
vivre was identified by 70 per 
cent of Britons as die best 
aspect of French life. - 
French people, when asked 
to identify die best of British 
customs, opted for afternoon 
tea, the monarchy and pubs. 
-The survey was jointly com¬ 
missioned by Li? Monde and 
the French, television pro- 
igramme < Ma rchfr, du Si&ele 
(Sale of the Century) which 
will tonight screen a pro¬ 
gramme entitled- “Swinging 
London", exploring the ques¬ 
tion of why young French 
people are crossing the Chan- „ 
nel in increasing numbers Sf ■’ 
find work. 

□ Francs fidt A gang of 
armed and hooded robbers 
yesterday attacked an 
armoured van on a motorway 
in tiie' Paris suburb of 
Tavemy. escaping with an 
estimated. FrlO million (£! 
million) in cash. Several shots 
dfere fired during the hold-up 
and one of the guards was 
wounded. (Reuters) 
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LIVE FOR 
THE MOMENT. 



Y« Polaroid and the Spier Girl, have teamed up to bring , ou 
what hasao be the ultimate instant camera - the SpiceCam. 
exclusively deigned to capture an tho.se special 'Girl PoWmmuents 
m just a few seconds. It's fabulous and fun, and racked wi.h t„! 
like built-in flash and an autoeverything eiectronic network to give ^t 
perfectly exposed pictures every time ‘ 

With bold Spice Girts graphics, it also comes complete with its own 
customisation kit to make each one truly unique. 

The perfect gift for every Spice fan. £ 44.95 


Photographic Department, Lower Ground 


Floor. 


Harrods LniataL, KingJOibridge, London SW1X 7XL TeUphow 0171-730 123-1 
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out with tirade 
against whites 


nelson Mandela yester¬ 
day signalled' a shift in 
African National Congress 
pohcy away from racial 

reconciliation to an arrack, on 
South Africa’s “liberal” whites 
for their failure to participate 
in the economic and social 
transformation or the country 
He also gave a warning that 
rightwingers were plotting to 
overthrow his Govenunem. 

In his valedictory opening 
address to the. ANCs 50th 
national conference. Mr 
Mandela, who will resign as 
party president this week, said 
many whites "adhere to the 
openly racist proposition that 
a South Africa led by the ANC. 
and no longer under white 
minority rule, will inevitably 
sink into failure and disaster”. 

In an angry speech which 
took four hours to deliver. Mr 
Mandela said whites had 
defined national reconcilia¬ 
tion. a central bedrock of ANC 
policy over the past three 
years, “as being characterised 
by such measures as would 
compensate the white minor¬ 
ity for the loss of its monopoly 
of political power by guaran¬ 
teeing its privileged positions 
in the socio-economic sphere” 

He blamed widespread 
crime on a “counter-revolu¬ 
tionary network" which 
“bases itself on those in the 
public administration, and 
others in other sectors of 
society, who have not accepted 
the reality of majority rule". 

This group aimed to 
encourage crime, steal money, 
arms and ammunition from 
the state, hide sensitive infor¬ 
mation from the police, and to 


Sam Kileyin . 
Mafeking hears 
the Presiden t 
lament failure 
of reconciliation 


build “intelligence machiner¬ 
ies as well . as aimed 
formations". 

The speech was arguably 
the most radical in Mr 
Mandela's career and had the 
hallmarks of having been 
written by his successor, 
Thabo Mbeki, author of most 
of the outgoing president's 
speeches, and who will be 
elected unopposed to the top 
party post this wreck. 

“The counter-revolutionary 

network _ is capable of 

carrying out very disruptive 



Mbeki: may have been 
writer of radical speech 


actons.'It measures its own 
success by the extent to which 
it manages to weaken the 
democratic order,” Mr Man¬ 
dela said. 

Mr Mbeki is known to have 
raised the subject of the slow 
pace of economic change in 
South Africa with Tony Blair 
on .a recent visit to London. 
Where he complained of the 
complacency of many of the 
main South African corpora¬ 
tions about a new order. 

Mr Mandela’s attacks on 
whites included a warning 
that while the ANC no longer 
backed nationalisation, large 
. companies were falling short 
of-their “responsibility^ to take 
part in the economic transfor¬ 
mation of South Africa and 
that they would be expected to 
explain their business deri¬ 
sions. The media also came in 
for a drubbing from Mr 
Mandela, who was dearly 
preparing the ground for Mr 
Mbeki*s presidency of the 
party in the run-up to the 1999 
elections. “The bulk of the 
media in our country has set 
itself up as a force opposed to 
the ANC ... this media ex¬ 
ploits the dominant positions 
it achieved as a result of the 
apartheid system to campaign 
both against real change and 
the real agents of change ... 
led by the ANC The majority 
has no choice but to rely for 
information and communica¬ 
tion on a media representing 
the privileged minority." Mr 
Mandela said. 

John Battersby. editor of the 
South African Sunday Inde¬ 
pendent, was dismayed by the 
attack. “This speech is going to 






Mr Mandela listens to the national anthem before the start of the ANC meeting 


be the party bible for the next 
two years. It is a very grim 
picture. There does not even 
seem ro be a real commitment 
to a free and independent 
press, whatever his criticisms 
of it may be," he said. 

But Mr Mandela spared no 
one in his speech, which was 


greeted with cheers from the 
3,000 delegates who will de¬ 
cide party policy for the next 
three years. 

Non-governmental organ¬ 
isations, universities, unions, 
and even parts of the ANC 
were dressed down for having 
failed to grasp the nettle of 


transformation and falling 
under rhe spell of white- 
minority interests. Some ANC 
members had fallen into the 
trap of "careerism", seeing 
their membership of the pany 
“as a means to advance their 
personal positions", which 
had created ill discipline. 


Reproaches bom of frustration bode ill for democracy 


. By Sam Kiley 

NELSON MANDELA'S speech yes¬ 
terday struck a chord within his own 
pany, and many of his criticisms of 
whites were fain but he revealed a 
new. intolerant face of the ruling 
party in the face of criticism, which 
bodes ill for the long-term future of 
democracy. ' 

The results will be a nervous stock-: 
exchange, a weakening of the al¬ 
ready feeble rand and investor jitters 
as South Africans and foreign ana¬ 


lysts pick over his words for dues to 
future economic policy. They will 
find little to feed fears of a reversal 
by the ANC to the days when it 
advocated that the state should 
control the means of production. Mr 
Mandela’s address was an expres¬ 
sion of frustration by party leaders 
with the attitude of many whites that 
their responsibility for the future of 
the country ended when they “gave” 
the blacks the vole in 1994. 

Party insiders said yesterday that 
many ANC leaders had been 


“shocked and insulted” by the 
refusal of the business sector to 
admit that it profited from apartheid 
when major corporations were 
asked to testify to the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission earlier 
this year. 

“No one is talking about national¬ 
isation. But when those bastards 
said that apartheid had actually cost 
them money, and that they had been 
against it all along, most of us 
wanted to choke them. All they had 
to do was admit that they made 


money and had little choice.” an 
ANC minister said yesterday. 

The testimony of many groups at 
the commission over the past IS 
months has dearly been monitored 
by the ANC and found wanting. Mr 
Mandela said evidence at the com¬ 
mission had revealed the “unwilling¬ 
ness of white society in general 
including white politicians, busi¬ 
ness, the judiriaiy, the media and 
the Church, to explain its involve¬ 
ment in the maintenance and perpet¬ 
uation of the apartheid system, and 


therefore its lack of readiness to 
make its own voluntary contribution 
to the creation of a truly non-racial 
and non-sexist democracy” 

His vitriol was not merely re¬ 
served for whites but included an 
attack on the media and went on to 
show that, from now on. anyone who 
is not entirely for the ANC will risk 
bring tarnished as “racist" “counter¬ 
revolutionary" and “reactionary". 
Such slurs may have been acceptable 
rhetoric in 1967. In a nascent 
democracy, they are not. 


WORLD IN BRIEF 


Red Cross calls on 
states for funding 

Geneva; The International Committee of the Red Cross faces 
a record deficit of SFr5S million IE25 million) for 1997 (Peter 
writes). Comelio Sommaruga, its president, ap¬ 
pealed yesterday to Western governments, to face up to their 
duties as conflicts grow. He said: "If you exclude Britain, a 
generous supporter, you come to establish that countries 
such as Germany. France and Italy cover less than 2 per cent 
ol our total needs.” More than half of the contributions are 
now made on condition they be used in particular countries. 
The ICRC said the trend would hamper its operations. 

Disney comes to life 

New York: Tourists visiting Disney World in Florida got an 
unscheduled performance of The Lion King when a 4<YHb 
lioness escaped from a private zoo (James Bone writes). Naia. 
named after a character in rhe Disney film, escaped from the 
JungleLand when workmen entered her cage to build a 
platform to keep her out of the water left by torrential rain. 
Police said she was very dangerous. Although her claws have 
been removed, she still has all her teeth. 

Abortion challenge by Pope 

Rome: The Pope told the new US envoy to the Vatican. 
Corinne “Lindy” Boggs. 81. that abortion was a "deadly 
anarchy" that risked subverting the idea of justice cherished 
by America’s founding fathers. In his first address to the 
Ambassador, the Pope took up the most divisive issue 
between the Vatican and President Clinton. (Reuters} 

Whale-meat health scare 

A new health scare has surfaced that could spell rhe end of 
Japan's love of whale meat (John Vincent writes). A report in 
Neumtaxicologv and Teratology 1 reveals that seven-year-old 
Faroese children whose mothers were exposed to 
meihylmercury from seafood, mainly from earing rhe meat of 
pilot whales, have suffered significant neurological damage. 

Kosovo jails Albanians 

Belgrade: A court sentenced 17 ethnic Albanians to jail on 
terrorism charges in Serbia’s Kosovo province. The 
defendant, whose terms ranged from four to 20 years, were 
charged with membership of the Kosovo Liberation Army, 
murder and attempted murder after artacks on policemen, 
police stations and refugee homes. (Reuters) 

French bosses pick leader 

Paris The French employers' feder¬ 
ation elected an aristocratic diplo¬ 
ma t-rumed-businessman to lead its 
crusade against rhe left-wing Gov¬ 
ernment’s plan to cut the working 
week in France to 35 hours (writes 
Ben Macintyre). Emest-Antoine 
SeiJliere, right, was elected chair¬ 
man of the CNPF (Conseil National 
de Patronat de France) by fellow 
bosses after an aggressive cam¬ 
paign in which he spoke of 
“destabilising" the Government. 

Doctor caught by the tail 

New York: A doctor was convicted of trying to exton £3 mil¬ 
lion from McDonald's by planting a fried rat's tail in a meal 
he bought for his son. But prosecutors discovered that it came 
from an albino rat. the same type of animal that Michael 
Zanakis. an associate professor, worked with in 1996. (AP) 



THE BSA HAVE LAUNCHED A NEW CAMPAIGN TO 
CRACK DOWN ON THE ILLEGAL USE AND 

COPYING OF SOFTWARE 

When it comes to 



are you 




The BfiA. hum launctuxl a now 
campaign to crackdown cm the 
Illegal use and copying of 
unlicensed software. Lock cut ftx 
tbalr advertisements in the 


Th.s copying and. usb of software 
without a Licence is illegal and 
pointless. Licensing is not as 
complicated as everyone tfcinks, and 
eligibility starts from Just 10 PC’s. 
Teamed with Action Computer Supplies, 
the UK’s No.l Microsoft Open Licence 
Beseller; licensing Is not only eagy, It a 
hassle free as Action does It all for you. 

Call our Licensing team free on 

0500570058 

yoa, oalTrillMtwMd in the strict confltaice) 

H only takes one free 
phone call to stay legal... 






Make sure someone 
doesn’t pay more for their 
present than you did. 


The ideal way to give a mobile phone is 
in our all inclusive package. One with 
all the important features. Not just a 
handset battery and recharger, but 
also the connection charge and the line 
rental. That way the person you give it 
to doesn't end up paying more for their 
present than you did. 

At a single price of £149.99 or 
£219.99, we will provide you 
with everything you need to 
make sure your loved ones 
keep speaking to you over 
the next 18 months. 

And you’ll even be giving 
them up to £5 of inclusive calls 
each month to do just that 

Make sure the only surprises you give 
this Christmas are pleasant ones. 

For more information and to order, please 
telephone 

0800 216 613 

between 8.30am - 8pm Monday to Friday 
and 9am - 4pm at weekends, quoting 
the reference number shown below. 
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Art restorer Jarmila Polakova repairs a statue of Marcos Aurelius in the 500-year-okl Palazzo Altemps which features, at right a chapei The gallery will house one of file finest coOectMihs of Rosua art in the woria 


Treasures of ancient Rome restored to public view after half a century 


From Richard Owen 

IN ROME 


AFTER a 13-year restoration cost¬ 
ing £7 million . a 500-year-old 
Italian palazzo containing one of 
the finest collections of Roman 
sculpture and art in the world 
opened its doors yesterday. 

Many of the works, from the 
celebrated Ludovisi collection, 
have languished in storerooms 
since before the Second World 
War and are bring displayed for 
the first time in more than 50 years. 

The restoration of the Palazzo 


Altemps, near Piazza Natrona in 
the heart of Rome, comes after the 
reopening in June of the Villa 
Borghese and its art gallery after a 
similar long closure. Both moves 
are a triumph for Waiter Vdtroni, 
the energetic Deputy Prime Minis¬ 
ter and Culture Minister, who 
vowed to wage war on “inertia, 
neglect and vandalism" in the 
state-run arts when he came to 
office last year. Yesterday he set 
“Anglo-Saxon" deadlines for resto¬ 
ration, with Pompeii and the Uffizi 
Gallery among his next targets. 

The white marble masterpieces 


in the Palazzo Altemps — “Hkc a 
patrician Roman’s private gal¬ 
lery", as La RepubbUca put it — 
wQl form part of "the world’s 
largest archaeological museum", 
together with the National Roman 
Museum in the ruined Baths of 
Diocletian and the CoUegio 
Massimo, due to reopen next 
summer. The sculptures, some 
restored by Bernini, include a 3rd- 
centuiy sarcophagus carved from 
a single block of marble, with a 
bas-relief shoving Romans fight¬ 
ing the Ostrogoths; a seated figure 
of Mars; A Gaul committing 


suicide with his wife, a companion 
piece to the Dying Gaul in the 
CapHoline Museum (both were 
reputedly kept by Julios Caesar in 
his villa garden to remind ham of 
his victories in Gaul); an exquisite 
bead of one of the Greek Furies 
(Eruxni): and a colossal head of 
Juno or Hera — in reality a bust of 
Antonia Minor, mother of Emper¬ 
or Claudius, three times life-size— 
which was once an obligatory 
sight on the Grand Tour. Goethe 
so admired it that be had two 
copies of it made, one for his house 
in Rome and one for his home in 


Weimar. There are no .words 
.which can describe ik”:heTWR»te;.' 
“It is like a poem by Homer.” 

' Fifteen of the pieces are hum the 
original Altemps collection, 
formed in the 16th century but 
dispersed; other sculptures axe. 
now in the Louvre in Parts ami foe 
Hermitage in St Peteisburg. 

jut the bulk come from foeJTtb- 
century collection of Cardinal 
Ludovico Ludovisi. nephew of 
Pope Gregory XV (IfiZH623), 
which was also broken up. (The 
Ludovisi Mila in the ns of 
Sallust, near the present Via Vene- 


fo. was demolished in l885 and the 
fandsold forfiat^Thecenfirepkce 

B foe Ludovisi Throne, depicting 
Aphrodite or Venus rising naked 
from the waves, hdd up by two 
maidens. Found near, the Ludovisi 
Mila in 1887 and bought by the 
Italian state infl90t,k is thought to 
date from Sfo-cenfury. BG Magna 
Gtacda. though some; -scholars-: 
believe the thrOne and. a similar 
piece in Boston Museum of Tine 
Arts are dever 79fooentmy’fotes:. 
Several other- pieces from the 
Ludovisi coflection.; nkfraftng^-a. 
statue of Aphrodite and one of 


Septimus Severus, ended up in the 
Fbragn Ministry, which has given 
than to . the museum. A LudovBi 
bust of Marcus Aurelius found in 
, the Prime Minister's office has 
also been donated. 

: The Palazzo Altemps. used as a 
. seminary from the end of the 19th 
century and. then as a depository, 
was acquired fay the state 15 years 
again a stafceof neglect, its elegant 
- rooms partitioned and its frescoed 
' ‘ garlic painted over. Built in the 15th 
oeotuiy,' it was first owned by 
•Girolamo Riaria nephew of Pope 
Stores IV (1471-1484). 


Orphan 

requests 

parents 


as gift 


By Richard Owen 


A 15-YEAR-oid Italian girl 
who has lived with nuns 
since her parents were 
divorced four years ago 
has advertised for “stand- 
in parents” over Christ¬ 
mas because she cannot 
bear the thought of spend¬ 
ing the festive season 
alone. 

Chiara. who describes 
herself as ‘friendly, with 
bobbed blonde ham”, was 
II when her parents split 
up acrimoniously in Vero¬ 
na. She said in a handwrit¬ 
ten letter to local news¬ 
papers that she had at first 
gone to live with her 
mother, but it was “hell" 
and she ran away. 

She said she stayed at a 
series of orphanages until 
she was taken in by nuns 
at a convent near Padua. 
35 miles from Verona. 

Neither of her parents 
had made any effort to 
trace her. but“perhaps it is 
better that way, the di¬ 
vorce hurt me so badly". 
But she was “very de¬ 
pressed" after spending 
Christmas in institutions 
three years’ running, and 
placed an advertisement 
in the local newspapers. 

It read: “Special offer! — 
orphaned girl, very friend¬ 
ly. enthusiastic and affec¬ 
tionate, would pay up to 
£15 an hour to a married 
couple of between 40 and 
45 years of age. Must be 
kind, modem, cultured 
people who would be will¬ 
ing to become part-time 
parents.” 

Newspapers which pub¬ 
lished foe advertisement 
declined to give Cbiara’s 
surname or put inquirers 
in (ouch with her unless 
they were “genuine foster 
parents”. 


Homeless die as 


Moscow shivers 


in record freeze 


From Richard Beeston in Moscow 


MUSCOVITES .yesterday 
were locked in a bitter battle 
with the elements, as bitter 
cold grippxi the capital, caus¬ 
ing deaths and injuries and 
forcing most people to stay 
indoors. 

As temperatures fell to -30C, 
foe coldest recorded Decem¬ 
ber for nearly a century in the 
capital, hospitals reported a 
flood of victims, including 50 
people suffering from frostbite 
and hundreds more admitted 
with hypothermia or fractures 
caused by slipping on the icy 
pavements. 

At least nine people have 
died since the cold weather set 
in at foe weekend, one when 
he was struck on the head by a 
giant icicle which fell from the 
top of a high-rise building. 

Most of the victims, howev¬ 
er. were From the ranks of foe 
thousands of homeless and 
alcoholics in Moscow, who 
have little chance of survival 
unless they can find warmth 
and shelter for the night 


Certainly the dty authorities 
seemed to have a strange 
sense of priorities. While in¬ 
sisting that animals in the 
Moscow zoo were carefully 
monitored and cared for, they 
showed little sympathy to¬ 
wards foe homeless. 

Andrei Varchena. a spokes¬ 
man for the municipality, said 
that it was not Moscow's 
business to provide shelter for 
foe destitute, many of them 
alcoholics. “They should live 
in houses not on die street,” he 
said. 

Fortunately, that attitude 
was not widespread Although 
Russians are accustomed to 
freezing weather, the first cold 
snap of the year is always 
taken very seriously. Primary 
schools were dosed yesterday 
and parents urged not toallow 
small children outdoors. 

The elderly and side were 
also warned to stay inside, not 
least President Yeltsin who is 
recuperating from a bad cold 
outside Moscow, where doc¬ 


tors reported his condition 
was stable but ordered him 
not to leave his sanatorium. 

For the rest of the dty, foe 
residents were forced to carry, 
on regardless. Motorists spent 
hours with jump leads trying 
to coax their reluctant cars 
into life. Traffic policemen 
continued their duties, and in 
a customary sign of hardiness, 
most refused to let down the 
ear flaps on their for hats. 

The Kremlin's guard of 
honour had their shifts re¬ 
duced to one hour, even 
though the guard boxes, 
where they stand are heated 
from below. 

Possibly the toughest Rus¬ 
sians to emerge from this 
annual test against the de¬ 
ments are foe babushkas 
(grannies) who man the stalls 
in the dry’s outdoor markets 
and can last for hours with 
only foe occasional cup of tea 
to keep them warm. 



■Eastern 
nations 
take Nato 



Forecast, page 22 Icebreakers on the river in Moscow, where temperatures fell to -30C yesterday 


Balkan blizzards bring snowfall chaos Slum dwellers suffer 


from Tom Walker 
IN SARAJEVO 


THE first snows of winter engulfed the 
Balkans yesterday, with most regional 
capitals experiendng sub-zero tempera¬ 
tures and chaotic driving conditions. 
Roadsides were littered with the custom¬ 
ary casualties, with ageing Yugos and 
Zastavas particularly affected. 

Thermometers dropped to -3C (26.6F) 
in Zagreb and -5C (23F) in Belgrade. 
Roads were treacherous in eastern Slavo¬ 
nia, the former UN-protected Serb 
stronghold now reverting to Croatian 
control. The heaviest snowfalls lay in an 


east-west belt, stretching from Vukovar 
and Osijek to Banja Luka. 

Ironically, the blizzards arrived too late 
to save a ski event outside Sarajevo. 
Alberto Tomba. an Italian skier, had 
arranged a “slalom of peace” on mine- 
cleared pistes for early next week, but 
cancelled foe event over the weekend 
amid warm weather. Sarajevans will 
now have to entertain themselves with 
foe unscheduled visit of President 
Clinton. 

Security preparations for his 
whistlestop tour were under way, with 
American helicopters making practice 
runs low over the dty centre. The Nato 


Stabilisation Force said that despite the 
freezing weather, military operations 
were continuing as planned. 

□ Bonn: When die German Army’s 
brass band could cot strike up national 
anthems at a f o rma l ce r em o ny yesterday 
to welcome Ukraine’s Defence Minister. 
Olexander KuzmuJk suggested an old 
Ukrainian remedy to bis German coun¬ 
terpart, VoEker Rube. He said vodka, 
liberally applied to both musicians and 
their instruments, was the best way to 
thaw out a frozen military band. The 
German band could not play because the 
keys of their instruments had frozen solid 
in foe cold snapi (Reuters) 


in India’s chilly north 


From Christo wnai Thomas 
IN DELHI 


SNOW in the Himalayan 
foothills has sent a chili 
throughout the northern Indi¬ 
an plains, driving urban shim 
dwellers to bora anything 
they can findrags, leaves 
and aid tyres — covering 
almost every dty in smog. 

There . are . cold-related 
deaths every winter in north¬ 
ern India because of poor 


nutrition. Huts maife ofstnud 
and brick, the most common ' 
materials in tiie countryside, 
are'thermally efficient in-win-' 
ter. Butrin the cities, rani? 
shackle: dwellings 'made of 
scrap-material offer little pro¬ 
tection from cold or heaL 
.There has been torrential,' 
unseasonal rain in north In¬ 
dia, adding" to the misery. 
Parts of Kashmir are under 
snow, and Delhi temperatures 
are low for December . 


. : - ^ROM Michael Evans 
IN BRUSSELS 

i . 

.THE three countries ear- 
matkcdtwNato membership 
frijl999 passed the first diall- 

- enge ye$terday when alliance 
jfoEpien ■ ministers formally 
; signed the accession protocols 
■ wfoch -. wUl amend foe 1949 

Washington Treaty to allow 
Poland, the Czech Republic. 
' and Hungary to jo in the 
security organisation. 

However, even as foe minis¬ 
ters from -foe three • former 
Warsaw Pad nations were 
welcomed by their alliance 
counterparts, existing mem¬ 
ber states set out their stall for 
; ihe nexrwave of membership 
;apgSeations which could 
transform the security organ¬ 
isation, .into a' family of 22 
countries. 

v . "France and Italy spoke out 
for tiie inclusion of Romania. 
Slovenia and Bulgaria were 
[Kalso being referred to as the 
next in fine for Nato 
membership. 

-■ However, Robin Cook, foe 
Foreign Secretary, speaking at 
a meeting • of Nato foreign 
ministers, emphasised that it 
was too early to start naming 
1 countries for tiie next phase of 
.'foe alliance's enlargement, 
if . Yesterday in a moving cere¬ 
mony at Nato headquarters, 
.foe . foreign ministers of foe 
forte “first wave" countries 
pledged their full commitment 
to the alliance. Jaroslav 
Settiyy, the Czech Foreign 
Minister, described the sign¬ 
ing as “a crucial moment tor 
the Czech Republic”. Mr Cook 
said; "We are now seeing the 
curtain coming down on the 
^rori Curtain." 

•' -Last night China criticised 
^Natofsf expansion and said it 

- was a United States campaign 
• **.foe world's sole superpower 
-.to dominate the global polit- 
‘ icai stage and strengthen de~ 

, fence ties with Japan. 
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Miss 


^glamo rous model says she ran 
5!l*icorruption of Caracas 
P^^i^iGabrieUa Gamini 


VENEZUELANS, weary of 
wteran politicians who are 
tauued by corruption scan- 

dals. appear to warn a six-foot 

blonde former Miss Universe, 
who regards Baroness 

Thatcher as her “role mod- 

el - as their next president. 

Although Irene Saez, 36. 
S™™** Miss Universe in 
1981. took up politics only six 
yean: ago she has emerged as 
the favourite candidate to win 
nexT November's presidential 
electrons. The latest opinion 
polls show that the indepen¬ 
dent candidate, who has 
swapped her reveali ng dresses 
for sombre suits, is way ahead 
of her rivals, with 43 per cent 
of voters' support. 

“I want to follow in the 
footsteps of Margaret 
Thatcher and revolutionise 
my country’s political scene," 
she said in an interview with 
The Times. “1 propose to lead 
with an iron fist, but wearing a 
velvet glove." 

Carlos Fermin. an establish¬ 
ment politician and candidate 
of the ruling Copei party, 
trails her with 17 per cent 
support while a former army 
general. Hugo Chavez, who 
has staged two violent coups, 
has 10 per cent support. 

Sen ora Saez has won the 
hearts of Venezuelans, even 
though she has yet to unveil 
her polides on how to alleviate 
abject poverty and curb high 
inflation. "My polides are a 
secret, I can’t say." she told a 
press conference in Caracas 
recently. 

Her campaign speeches are 
riddled with simplicities and 
cliches. “I am committed to 
Venezuela, where there is so 
much dass division, so many 


struggles and injustices. I feel 
my people’s suffering and 
think we have to humanise 
politics and the globalisation 
of the economy," she said in a 
speech. "1 want to educate 
l 1 * million poor people and 
clamp down on corruption." 

Her campaign symbol is a 
Barbie Doll lookalflce of her. 
sales of which have soared in 
the run-up to Christmas. Tele¬ 
vision stations in Caracas 
report that Venezuela has been 
struck by “Lrenemariia”. 

The male-dominated polit¬ 
ical establishment has so far 
fobbed her off as "politically 
naive ".But her glamorous 
looks and her success in world 
beauty pageants remind some 
of them of the good old days 
when they lapped up profits 
from an oil boom in the 1970s. 

The fall in world oil prices in 
the 1980s and decades of 
mismanagement have led to 
the present recession and in¬ 
flation. The people, however, 
are avid fans of beauty pag¬ 
eants. The countty has wan 
four Miss Universe and two 
Miss World titles in 20 years 
and then? are special acade¬ 
mies for young girls training 
to be future Miss Worlds. 

Senora Saez, who turned to 
modelling at 16 but has also 
studied social sciences at Ca¬ 
racas University, proposes a 
move away from politics of the 
past which has seen President 
Carlos Andres Rfrrez being 
ousted from power in 1994 
after accusations of corrup¬ 
tion. Rafael Caldera, 82. the 
current President, has been 
unsuccessful in implementing 
free market reforms and is 
said to be ailing. 

She claims to have proven 
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in 1999 
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Irene Saez signing autographs during her campaign for mayor of a Caracas district in 1994 and below, being crowned Miss Universe in 


1981 


her leadership skills with _ 
successful fftur-year term as 
Mayor of the district of 
Chacoa, where she introduced 
her own police force and 
traffic wardens and reduced 
criminality and traffic conges¬ 
tion. But Chacoa is an elite 
district and her rivals say that 
her successes have not benefit¬ 
ed poorer areas of the district 
They are also likely to 
accuse Senora Saez of nepo¬ 
tism as her five brothers run 
her campaign. Senora Saez 


has also had an affair with a 
hanker who was among a 
hundred people forced to flee 
Venezuela after being accused 
of swindling investors. 

□ Caracas: Freddy Rojas 
Parra, 55, Venezuela's new 
Finance Minister, has less 
than a year to turn the 
economy around before presi¬ 
dential elections in November 
1998. Presently, seven out of 
ten Venezuelans live in pover¬ 
ty, widening from six out of 
ten last year. The market- 


friendly industrialist, sworn in 
on Monday, pledged to cut 
spending, bring inflation 
under control, and boost pro¬ 
ductivity both in the public 
and private sectors. 

Previously Trade and In¬ 
dustry Minister, he look over 
the job to defuse a growing 
political crisis between Con¬ 
gress and the Administration. 
The economy is expected to 
finish this year up 5 per cent 
followed by more than 6 per 
cent next year. (Reuters) 



Humans 
give boost 
to ostrich 
sex life 

By Christopher Walker 

UNIVERSITY researchers in 
Israel have discovered a novel 
way of improving the poor 
fertility rate of fanned ostrich¬ 
es after observing that the 
birds were more attracted to 
their human handlers than to 
members of their own species. 

Their find resulted in the 
creation of a bizarre type of 
menage-a-trois arrangement 
in which the handlers remain 
nn the scene without interfer¬ 
ing with a sexual encounter 
between mo of the flightless 
birds. As The Jerusalem Post 
disclosed on its front page 
yesterday, far from being a 
matter of entertainment 
'boosting ostrich reproduction 
is an economic issue, given 
that the country’ is now second 
in the world, behind South 
Africa, in ostrich-raising". 

The project was run by 
Hebrew University experts 
md a professor from Gurion 
University in the Negev 
Desert. They found that fertil- 
ity rates of ostrich eggs aver¬ 
aged only 50 per cent. 

Tile researchers found [hat 
[he reproduction of the bred 
istriches under their observa- 
;ion could be improved by 
introducing a male and female 
A’ho were attracted to their 
landlers, in the presence of 
>ne of the handlers. This 
technique, the academics re¬ 
ported. "enhances their sexual 
lrousal". 

As the ostriches involved m 
he experiment mated, die 
tandler collected semen for 
aier use in artificial insemina- 
jon, which has proved a 
more efficient and effective 
method” than natural 
■eproducrion. 


US military in fresh 
battle of the sexes 

From Bronwen Maddox in Washington 


A PENTAGON panel recom¬ 
mended yesterday that men 
and women should be separat¬ 
ed during militaiy training to 
avoid loss of discipline and 
calm fears of sexual har¬ 
assment 

The special civilian panel 
said that in the wake of sexual 
harassment and rape charges 
which have rocked the rruli- 
taiy. instructors now spent too 
much time worrying about 
relations between men and 
women and too little on basic 
training. 

The recommendations of 
the 11-strong panel, appointed 
by the Pentagon; came as a 
surprise to service chiefs and 
were set to re-ignite the sim¬ 
mering controversy over 
women in the militaiy. 

President Clinton and de¬ 
fence chiefs have strongly 
backed the introduction of 
more women, in the face of 
loud opposition from congres¬ 
sional conservatives. The re¬ 
port is likely to be seen as a 
setback by advocates of 
women in the forces, who 


often use the prevalence of 
mixed training as a sign of 
progress. 

If accepted, the recommen¬ 
dations would bring the army, 
navy and air force more 
closely into line with the 
Marine Corps, which has kept 
men and women strictly apart 
throughout training. It inte¬ 
grates them only after boot 
camp, believing.that this re-' 
moves distractions and helps 
women's morale. 

The panel, headed by Nancy 
Kassebaum. a former Repub¬ 
lican senator from Kansas, 
was set up in June by William 
Cohen, the Defence Secretary, 
after the high-profile rape and 
sexual assault cases at Mary¬ 
land's Aberdeen Proving 
Ground. 

The 27-page report also 
recommends that the services 
should do more to protect 
women from harassment and 
have more female instructors. 
It also says physical training 
standards should be raised 
across the board, to quell 
concerns of conservatives that 


women are subjected to less 
demanding tests. 

Women have been steadily 
integrated into the armed 
forces over three decades and 
now make up 14 per cent of the 
1.4 million in service. But the 
policy of combining men and 
women in training is less than 
five years old in the army and 
navy, although the air force 
has been experimenting with 
it for 21 years. 

In the panel’s view, instruc¬ 
tors were so worried about 
new harassment charges that 
they spent much of their 
energy trying — often in vain 
— to enforce a policy of "no 
talk, no touch" between the 
sexes. Although the two sexes 
do not share rooms, they could 
often be stationed in the same 
barracks. 

The panel is happy to see 
mixed training in the class¬ 
room and in the field. But it 
considers it essential that the 
smallest core units — army 
platoons, navy divisions and 
air force flights — should be 
single-sex. 



Nanny faces life 
after ‘Woodward 
defence’ collapses 

By James Bone 


Clinton names 
his new Buddy 

THE speculation that has 
plagued America for a fort¬ 
night was finally brought to a 
dose last night when Presi¬ 
dent Clinton named his new 
chocolate Labrador puppy. 
Buddy (Tom Rhodes writes). 

The Clintons, after what 
was described as a "high-level 
effort", were said to have 
chosen the name in part 
because of President Tru¬ 
man's famous observation "if 
you want a friend in Wash¬ 
ington. get a dog", but also in 
memory of Buddy, a favour¬ 
ite family friend from Arkan¬ 
sas who died earlier this year. 


AN AMERICAN nanny has 
been convicted of first-degree 
murder for killing a child in 
her care after unsuccessfully 
trying the "Louise Woodward 
defence". 

Donna Gist 35, faces life 
imprisonment after a jury in 
Wheaton, Illinois, found her 
guilty’ of murdering Matthew 
Hendrickson, six, in January 
1996 while [he baby’s parents 
slepi upstairs. Gist, a licensed 
nurse who was hired to look 
after the boy for the night 
because he suffered chronic 
digestive problems, had ar¬ 
gued at the six-day trial that 
the bat>y died because of 
earlier injuries — the same 
argument used by lawyers for 
the British au pair. 

Scott and Kathleen Hend¬ 
rickson. the boy’s parents, 
testified that Gist was caring 
for their son in a downstairs 
bedroom when they heard a 
cry of hunger from the baby at 
around 3JGam. Mrs Hen¬ 
drickson said she was going to 
get out of bed. but her hus¬ 
band convinced her to let the 


nanny take care of it. At 
4.30am Gist ran upstairs and 
told the couple "something's 
wrong with Many". 

The prosecution said the 
baby had suffered a swollen 
brain and bleeding eyes char¬ 
acteristic of "shaken baby 
syndrome" while in the nan¬ 
ny’s care. Gist’s defence team, 
however, offered medical testi¬ 
mony casting doubt on the 
time the injuries were inflicted 
and suggested that someone 
else might have been responsi¬ 
ble. They pointed out that Mrs 
Hendrickson had a history of 
depression and panic attacks, 
and had just undergone three 
weeks of intensive treatment 
at a local clinic. 

Hie defence strategy paral¬ 
leled thar employed by law¬ 
yers for Miss Woodward, who 
was released last month with a 
sentence of "time served" after 
the judge overturned a jury 
verdict of second-degree mur¬ 
der and substituted a man¬ 
slaughter conviction in the 
death of the infant Matthew 
Happen. 


THE Pope was informed yes¬ 
terday by Bethlehem's new 
Roman Catholic Mayor that 
there will be no room at the 
inn if he wants to visit the 
Wesr Bank town of Christ's 
birth for its ambitious millen¬ 
nium celebrations. 

Launching Bethlehem 20U0. 
the Palestinian self-rule town s 
$187 million (£117 million) 
millennium blueprint, ai a 
meeting with foreign journal¬ 
ists. Hanna Nasser said: “I 
have advised, and 1 shall 
advise, the Pope to stay away if 
there is no solution to the 
political problem and an end 
of Israel's annexation of east 
Jerusalem. 

“Israeli Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu is 
dreaming if he thinks that 
there can be peace in this 
region if the Palestinians do 
not get east Jerusalem as the 
capital of our state." he said. 
“Without that, no lasting 
peace is possible for Israel; no 
peace with the Palestinians, no 
peace with Jordan and no 
peace with Egypt." 

The outspoken mayor. 61. 
revealed that he had given his 
message to the Pape — who 
had expressed strong interest 
in a Holy Land visit before 
2000 — when the two men last 
met in Rome in September. 

"There is no question that 
the Pope could pay even a 
private visit under the present 
circumstances where Israel is 
in occupation of east Jerusa¬ 
lem where the Holy Sepul¬ 
chre. the site of Christ's 
crucifixion, is situated." Mr 
Nasser said. “As a head of 
state, he could not come here 
privately. My ad rice to him is 
stay away until there is a 
political solution." 

Mr Nasser's surprise inter¬ 
vention two days before Yassir 
Arafat, the Palestinian leader, 
is due to unveil the Bethlehem 
2000 logo at a special ceremo¬ 
ny near to Manger Square 
wrecked hopes that all the 
leading Christian churchmen 
could meet here in a grand 
ecumenical gesture on or be¬ 
fore Christmas Eve. 1999. 

Bur the mayor — appointed 
by Mr Arafat despite Bethle¬ 
hem's now overwhelming 
Muslim majority — told re¬ 
porters that the .Archbishop of 
Canterbury and other church 
leaders who were not heads of 
stale were still "very 
welcome - . 

"The Archbishop does nor 
represent a state, it is a 
completely different question." 
Mr Nasser said. "You cannot 
compare the position of any 
other religious leader and rhar 
of the head of the Holy See. " 

He claimed his objections to 
a papal visit were shared by 
leading Vatican advisers. He 
pointed out that, because of 
the sensitivity of the Jerusalem 
question, even Pope Paul VI — 
the last Pope to visit the Holy 
Land in 1964, before Israel’s 
capture of east Jerusalem — 
had not crossed through the 
Mandeibaum Gate between 
east and west Jerusalem but 
entered Israel from the north. 


Spotter planes scour Greenland wastes for ‘Miss Smilla’ meteorite 
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By Nigel Hawkes 
SCIENCE EDITOR 

DANISH Air Force planes were 
yesterday searching the icy wastes of 
Greenland for a meteorite believed 
to have struck the southern tip of the 
island a week ago. 

Reports from fishermen, corrobo¬ 
rated by videotape from a surveil¬ 
lance camera at a car park In Nuuk, 
capital of the territory, say that a 
flash, lasting two seconds, was seen 
early in Ihe morning of December 9. 


Bjorn Ericksson. first mate on the 
trawler Regina, said on BBC’s 
World at One that he saw “a veiy 
strong light rolling down from the 
air. It was like a circle burning, a 
very strong light blue, and the air 
around the circle was very light 
green. The light disappeared in the 
mountains. It is something from 
space." 

Seismometers recorded a ten-sec¬ 
ond shock, and there are also reports 
of a huge cloud of steam rising from 
the ice cap after the object landed. 


The impact — if that is what it was — 
was at 63 N, 45 W. dose to the 
settlement of Qaqorroq. From de¬ 
scriptions of the size of the steam 
doud. some estimates suggest that as 
many as five billion tonnes of ice 
were vaporised, requiring a meteor¬ 
ite or comet which itself weighed a 
few million tonnes. "According to 
the accounts, the flash was so huge 
that we have good reason to believe 
that this is a giant," said Bjoem 
Franck Joergensen of the Tycho 
Brahe Planetarium in Copenhagen. 


He said it was likely to be "a one- 
piece. solid meteorite" that crashed. 

Professor Mark Bailey, director of 
the Armagh Observatory, said that 
he doubted the object was as large as 
first reports had suggested. The 
chances of finding anything depend¬ 
ed. he said, on the speed of entry into 
the atmosphere. He speculated that 
the fireball might be linked with the 
Geminid meteor shower, which oc¬ 
curs annually at this time of year as 
the Earth passes through the trail of 
an asteroid called Phaethon. 


If any solid material remained 
after the object landed, it would have 
been hot enough to melt its way 
through the Greenland ice cap. 
which would then freeze behind it 
The search for a meteorite buried in 
the Greenland icecap formed the 
plot of the Peter Hoeg’s bestseller 
Miss Smilla's Feeling for Snow. The 
meteorite is central to the conclusion 
of the novel. In a finale worthy of 
Janies Bond, its deadly contents 
become the subject of a struggle in a 
cave where it is secreted. 
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Drill, fill and bill: one reason cited for overtreatment is that there are too many dentists chasing too few bad teeth; the ratio of dentists to the population is greater than ever 

Paying through the mouth 

M Dave." said Show the same set of teeth to a variety of dentists around the Cinamon, press and pariia- 

Iws country and the diagnoses — and cost — of the work that needs STSSStaJlDS! 
to be done will vary dramatically. Tony Dawe investigates 


“ TL JW y name is 

fw Dave '" sa ^ 

I n/ I theyoungden- 
JL ▼ Ml. tist. “and this 
is my nurse, Diane. Don't 
hesitate to ask questions.” 

This was just the reassur¬ 
ance I needed on my first visit 
to the busy practice in Bir¬ 
mingham’s western suburbs. 
Dave's diagnosis was equally 
comforting: he recommended 
a visit to the hygienist to 
combat gum disease and 
warned me that a large molar 
on the top right-hand side of 
my mouth {Upper Right Six on 
his chart) might require a 
crown in a few months' time. 

Four hours later, on the 
other side of the city. I was in 
another dentist’s chair, receiv¬ 
ing a more alarming verdict 
Several fillings needed renew¬ 
ing, a new one was required 
on a front tooth and my gold 
crown had to be replaced. 

The same teeth, the same 
dry, yet two very different 
diagnoses: one that would cost 
£50, the other more than £400. 


I had visited the dentists as 
part of a survey for Readers 
Digest, to be published next 
month. I had similar experi¬ 
ences in other dries, with a 
dean bill of health from one 
dentist being followed by ex¬ 
tortionate demands to repair 
my teeth from others. 

I had begun by visiting my 
own dentist in Dorking, 
Surrey, who has looked after 
my teeth for 20 years, and two 
eminent dental professors. 
They all agreed I had some 
gum disease and needed to see 
a hygienist otherwise every¬ 
thing was fine, although all 
three said Upper Right Six 
was a potential problem. 

Yet as I travelled the coun¬ 
try, presenting myself as a 
new patient requiring a thor¬ 
ough check-up at 22 practices 


in ten cities, i was told that 
several teeth needed new fill¬ 
ings, a couple required crown¬ 
ing and even that a wisdom 
tooth that was causing no 
harm should be extracted. 

S ome practices accept¬ 
ed me as a new. Nat¬ 
ional Health Service 
patient, others would 
take only private ones. The 
ratio of NHS and private 
dentists who wanted to do 
extensive work on my teeth 
was similar, at one in four, 
although the private practices 
charged more. 

In the King's Road. Chelsea. 
I was quoted £430 for a check¬ 
up, dean, a filling and a 
crown. In Swansea. I could 
have paid more than £1,000 
for the work proposed. In 


Plymouth, a private dentist 
joked after giving me a dean 
bill of health: “I’m sorry I cant 
take your money off you." 

1 had expected different 
opinions. My experts had 
warned me that some I visited 
might err on the side of 
caution and want to replace an 
old filling before it gave pain. 
But Professor Richard Elder- 
ton of Bristol University, who 
has written many papers on 
variations in dental treatment 
says some diagnoses amount¬ 
ed to “obvious overtreatment". 

"Some dentists belong to the 
old school of "drill, fill and 
MU'," says Professor Elderton. 
“If they have 1,500 patients 
and do an unnecessary filling 
on each one, they earn an extra 
£15,000." He was also 
“amazed" by the advice to 


crown one of my teeth, saying 
it was unnecessary and would 
make the tooth more suscepti¬ 
ble to disease, and thought 
removing the wisdom tooth 
was “unreasonable". 

Two reasons are generally 
put forward to explain over- 
treatment First, dentists 
working in the NHS have 
suffered government cuts in 
fees throughout foe 1990s and 
have to make up the money 
somehow. A surge in demand 
for dental treatment at the 
start of the decade blew the 
NHS budget and led to acut in 
the Government's contribu¬ 
tion to treatment costs — and 
subsequent increases below 
tite rate of inflation. 

“Dentists get 40p more for 
an NHS check-up today than 
they did in 1991. even though 
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How to deal with a 
family breakdown 
this Christmas 
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costs have risen.” says Kate 
Cinamon, press and parlia¬ 
mentary manager at foe Brit¬ 
ish Dental Association (BDA). 

The second reason is that 
too many dentists are chasing 
too few bad teeth. The Dental 
Practice Board (DPB), foe 
government body responsible 
for supervising foe finances 
and probity of NHS dental 
care, reports that the ratio of 
dentists to the population is 
greater than ever. The number 
on the UK dentists' register 
last year was 23 ,505, and is 
expected to rise to 30.000 by 
the turn of the century. 

When the NHS was created, 
the number was half that 
Over tire past 50 years the state 
of foe nation's teeth has im¬ 
proved dramatically. Recent 
surveys show a significant 
decrease in tooth decay in 
children and fewer adults who 
have lost all their teeth. 

These statistics are not dis¬ 
puted by foe profession but it 
refuses to accept the findings 
of surveys such as the one for 
Readers Digest. The BDA 
suggests that differences of 
opinion between dentists are 
not unusual, and that one 
cannot apply “a right or wrong 
to what is in the end a matter 
of professional judgment". 

If the patient is a regular 
attender, foe BDA argues, 
then it may well be in the 
patient's interests to keep a 
tooth with a small hole under 
observation. On the other 
hand, with a patient attending 
for the first time, it might be in 
the patient's interests to err on 
the safe side and treat any¬ 
thing that is wrong. 


ESTkL^-l 


T he DPB has been 
reviewing the way it 
investigates fraud 
and abuse in NHS 
treatment The board’s dental 
reference officers carried out 
more than 50,000 random 
examinations of patients last. 
year and had minor disagree¬ 
ments with the treatment pre¬ 
scribed- in nearly half the 
cases. Only 3 per cent erf these 
examinations, however, indi¬ 
cated real cause for concern. 

Those unhappy with private 
treatment have nowhere to 
turn except the civil courts. 
Private dentistry is a free 
market, with few controls. The 
BDA recognises that this is 
unsatis fa ctory, and has joined 
a campaign to introduce a 
statutory complaints proce¬ 
dure. Frank Dobson, the 
Health Secretary, is being 
urged to change the Dental 
Act to ensure that private 
patients have proper recourse 

Injustice. 

“The most important tiling 
is to assess the risk accurately 
in the first place," says Profes¬ 
sor Elderton. “More dentists 
must .put prevention before 
cure and realise that filling 
and crowning teeth can in the 
long term create more prob¬ 
lems than they solve." And 
patients should retain that 
degree of cynicism reserved 
for judging other service in¬ 
dustries. If your teeth haven't, 
bothered you and the dentist 
recommends a lot of work cm 
them, refuse. Then seek sec¬ 
ond and third opinions. 

• Can You Trust Your Dentist? 
Readers Digest, January i9$8. 
£1.90 



0800 029 029 

R3C 


■' ■- i 


BaBy/iss 


THERE’S A SPECIAL CODE TO SAY ( LOVE YOU. 
THE GARRARD DOT A NO DA EM COLLECTION. 


aR i ' x .;i- A\ z'X C o'^Vrl. 
A Rr? £, P s D , - A o M CilOO 




GARRARD 


The 

REAL 

Salon 

Dryer 




If in doubt, ask your hairdresser 



dogs, Tony 


HAS it come to this so soon? It 
-is, as the song doesn't quite go, 
a long time from May to 
December, but even so it is 
rather too soon for the corro¬ 
sion of paranoia to have set in. 

At best, it is’unseemly for 
government whipping boys to 
be earning an strong with the 
Today programme-; giving a 
. warning, with the prissy loca¬ 
tions of stage gangsters or 
Faijng comedy trade union¬ 
ists. of “suspending co-opera¬ 
tion” — and at worst it shows a 
terrible lack of self-confidence 
combined with the sort erf 
arrogance that can unseat 
even those who feel firmly 
ensconced. 

For Cod's sake, it took the 
Thatcher Govemmentyeors to 
get to this stage. It hardly 
reflects well on the Govern¬ 
ment that it has made the 
journey in a matter of months. 
But Ilm not surprised at the 
collective jumpiness. We know 
from experience that we are 
most sensitive to foe criticism 
of others when we know, in 
our hearts, that we have 
behaved badly ourselves. 

If the Government — or its 
director of communications — 
feds so strongly that Harriet 
Hannan was prevented from 
getting her message across 
last week on the Today pro¬ 
gramme, might it not be 
because, deep down, there has 
been a governmental disincli¬ 
nation to come dean about 
what that message's? . 

One of the reasons why the 
Government found itself on 
sticky ground last week over 
foe lone-parent benefit outs is 
that h lied about why they 
needed to be made. It put 
forward a dishonest reason: 
foe penny-pinching one. Un¬ 
comfortable ministers. MPs 
and affidals Mah-blahed their 
way through the old mantras 
l about difficult choices, painful 
decisions: money had to be 
dawed bade; n there were 
other ways of doing it as wen, 
then foe Government would. 
Worse: the Government 
shamelessly tried blaming the 
fast Govern m ent for it, pre¬ 
tending that the Labour ad¬ 
ministration was bound to 
take on measures instigated 
by the Tories. 

Season’s 

WE UVE in an informal age. 
and that isn’t necessarily a 
bad thing, but formal prac¬ 
tices need to be treated accord¬ 
ingly. If I get one more 
Christmas card signed “love. 
Jane”, or “all the best from 
Richard and family”, when 
patently neither comes from 
dose friends, I will lose R. 

T waste hours working oat 
who sent the cards in ques¬ 
tion: the practice has the time- 
consuming properties of the 
crossword pnzde and the 
jigsaw, but with few of their 
satisfactions. At most I end up 
feeling feebly guilty that, for 
another year running, I 
haven’t reciprocated. 

Actually, that’s not true: I 
just feel I should fed guilty. 
But I do fed rattled. At least 


Naturally, the arguments 

didn’t hoW up very well-and 

they must have known it. 
When you Ye talking about 
making a saving of £50 mil¬ 
lion for foe next year, it soon 
becomes apparent that such 


sums coma easuy dc 
elsewhere if it were just a case 
of money; But it is about 
ideology— and why fight shy 

of that? Tony Blair does not 
want to go an supporting the 
dependency culture; Gordon 
Brown is obsessed with the 
work ethic In neither case is 
that anything to be ashamed 
of. 

But foe difficulty is. one 
dishonesty leads to another. 
Harriet Harman’s insistence 
that single mothers would end 
up better off just could not be 
i foe case. I understand why 
I that line has to be taken — it 
would hardly look good to tell 
tbe^rufo, which is that no one 
min ds how much this genera¬ 
tion of single mothers suffers 
as long as it puts off the 
potential next generation. But 
as someone who knows how 
diffi cult it is to find high- 
quality. unaffordable child¬ 
care, 1 do wish she would stop 
invoking so freely and mean¬ 
ingless ly the prospect of high- 
quality. affordable childcare. 

But for all that — and foe 
undemocratic grumblings of 
foe government communica¬ 
tions man aside — we 
shouldn’t be sorry that foe 
honeymoon is over. 1 don’t say 
this because I wish to see foe 
current a dmin istration em¬ 
barrassed for its own sake. I 
take the unfashionable and. 
for a journalist, somewhat 
embarrassing view that Tony 
Blafr is & good man. capable of 
leading a good government; 
but dissent is an integral part 
of government 

The modem obsession with 
spirts and disunity, the insis¬ 
tence that they are a political 
ill, is indicative erf our intellec¬ 
tual and moral flabbiness. An 
argument that can’t withstand 
criticism is not an argument 
worth making. And if Tony 
Blair were really as unable to 
bear conflict as his henchmen 
- make out, I don’t believe he 
would occupy foe position he 
now does. 



this year, I’ve bought foe 
cards. Since they're bom the 
Royal Marsden Hospital. I 
console myself with foe fact 
that I’ve managed to make my 
charitable contribution, even 
if I have failed — yet again — 
to discharge my social duties 
by sending them. 


Bone of contention 


A RATHER grand English 
don at Oxford said to me — 
shortly before I went up and 
was extolling the wonders and 
rigours of the general paper — 
toat she longed to see it 
abolished. 

There was only so much foe 
could take, she said, of know- 
it-all adolescents writing es¬ 
says about dvil liberties, 
basing their pompous argu¬ 
ments on frttdoro-depriving 
iniquities of the imposition of 
car seatbelts (which just about 
date-stamps me). 

But even bearing her sharp 
point in mind, I do feel my 
freedom to be significantly 
curtailed by the ban cm meat 
on the bone. Sounds silly 
perhaps, and I am aware there 
are more important things to 
worry about, but it surely 
. matters. (In truth, I admit I 
mind more on culinary 
grounds than moral ones, but 
m rail life the practical is not 
inferior to the theoretical, so 1 
don’t apologise too much for 
that, either.) 

There are two lines to take 
hoe: either the problem is 
much worse than we*re being 
told, in which case we should 
be given information rather' 
than being protected by insuf¬ 
ficiently explained decisions; 
or this is a panic measure that 
serves no use except to make 


Jack Cunningham feel that he 
is behaving decisively. But 
even if we plump for the latter, 
there is something of the 
Sergeant Bilko about it all. I 
cannot help but imagine Phil 
Silvers striding into a calm 
■ room dapping his hands and 
shouting "Don’t panic! Don’t 
panic!" 

But anyway, foe decision 
has been taken, we were not 
consulted and it is too late 
now. But this, surety, is signif¬ 
icant: usually when health 
scares erupt, the public 
overreacts. 

In this case, it is — we have 

— done the opposite. My 
butcher told me that as soon as 
Jack Cunningham announced 
me impending ban of meat on 
me bone, he was overrun with 
demands for oxtail and rib of 
beef- Before midnight on 
Monday he could not sell 
enough; the demand was furi¬ 
ous — and understandably so 

Now, does this seem to you 
, tob f a of people who 
want protecting? I am all for 
the regulating of the meat 
industry I don’t want meat 
that is disgustingly reared or 

Poisonousty fed, and 1 certain¬ 
ty dant want cover-ups. But 
tins decision doesn’t make me 

SSSS -B 5E It - m,ta "» 

fed anxious. What is going on 

— and why? 6 ^ 


Richard Cork picks Christmas books 
for discerning art lovers. Pages 30-32 
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Dear Santa, read my printout 


Tom Rhodes reports from the 
American stores where children are 
licensed to choose, while in Britain 
w parkin urges parents to fight the 
click-on, payout spirit of Christmas 


A “fj7 Kerfi. a ten-year- 
old American of discrimi¬ 
nating tastes, made 
straight for the Lego in- 
terstenar starfighter audited 
h^laser^ontroHed gun at the bar 

code on the side of the box. After the 
familiar bleep, he ambled towards 
the Star Wars collection, casually 
firing at a Tamagotchi electronic 
per en mute. 

■ J " was nexL the n the Galac- 
nc Battle game and the remote- 
controlled car by Hasbro. 
Catherine, his mother, followed 
while Austin, eight, her younger 
son. tried unsuccessfully to wrest 
the gun from his sibling's tight 
grip. ^ ^ 

The Keech family were in 
Toys R‘Us in Rockville. Mary¬ 
land. where they were taking 
advantage of the gift register rl 
cently set up in the chain’s Ameri¬ 
can stores. As Aubrey zapped each 
toy, his choice of gift 
was picked up by the 
srore's computer* en¬ 
abling the manager to 
present his mother with 
a printout of the 15 gifts 
her son hopes that he 
will be bought this 
Christmas. Prices in his 
list ranged from $79.99 
to a more conservative 
$3.99. 

Already thousands of 
children have registered 

their wish-list with the _ 

computer, enabling — 
friends and relatives to use any 
branch to buy a present they know 
will meet approval. It is perhaps 
the ultimate symbol of the consum¬ 
er society that American stores 
have initialed the “wedding list” for 
children. 

“Aubrey’s list was quite short by 
the standards of some people who 
have been here in the run-up to 
Christmas.” says Greg Bibbs, a 
manager at the store. “We had a 
girl in here the other day who 
seemed to want almost everything 
she saw. Her list ran to six pages." 

The gift register, used only under 
the watchful eye of parents, 
itemises names of toys, prices and 
availability. As soon as a toy has 
been bought, the computer erases it 
from the list. Parents can add or 
delete items at dieir discretion, 
screen our toys deemed inappropri¬ 
ate — such as the Mortal Korn bat 
video game which many' find too 
violent for younger children — and 
exercise control over birthday 
presents. 

I n an age when children’s wishes 
are increasingly driven by the 
commercial marketing of television 
shows and blockbuster films from 
Hollywood, litis novel concept re¬ 
duces the headache of post-Christ- 
mas or birthday returns. It also 
offers older relatives a window into 
the "must-have” toys of the 
moment. 

This year, the most popular toys 
m the United Slates indude the 
Sing and Snore Ernie front Sesame 


‘One girl 
seemed 
to want 
every 
toy in 
the store 5 


Street . the purple and pink cordless 
phone from the film Clueless and 
the Spiderman web blaster. 

Only a relative who tirelessly 
watches children’s television could 
possibly be aware, for example, 
that the Rapunzel Barbie, golden 
locks almost touching her feet, is 
the only Barbie in vogue dlls 
Christmas. 

But there is an obvious downside 
to such instant gratification. By 
hijacking a role traditionally re¬ 
served for Santa Gaus, the com¬ 
pany has also ruled out any 
element of surprise. Critics argue 
that the principle of rhe Sapphire 
laser gun, developed from tech¬ 
niques normally used for stocktak¬ 
ing, is a particularly crass method 
of appealing to both the greed of 
children and the laziness o? adults. 

“It suggests in some way that 
parents don’t talk to their parents 
about what the children want," 
admits Mrs Keech, a 
nurse who frequently 
visits the Rockville em¬ 
porium on behalf of her 
two sons and their six- 
year-old sister. “I think 
it’s probably a more 
useful tool for parents 
who want to keep track 
of what their children 
want or should be 
allowed to have." . 

Hie marketing bene¬ 
fits, of course, are obvi- 
ous. Department stores 
and shops are desperate 
for any edge on file competition, 
and Toys ’R' Us is gradually creat¬ 
ing a databank which cleverly 
accumulates business up and down 
the country for Christmas, birth¬ 
days and the many other holidays 
celebrated in the United Sates. 

What the sinister side to the gift 
register demonstrates is a gradual 
cultural shift in America and, to a 
lesser extent, in Britain. Rites of 
passage toys, such as dolls’ houses 
or Meccano construction kits, that 
once signalled a certain coming of 
age. are in decline. 


T! 


[here was a time when a 
toy mattered in terms of 
the relationship between 
parenr and child or 
grandparent and child." says Gary 
Cross, an historian at Penn State 
University and file author of Kids 
Stuff: Toys and .the Changing 
World of American Childhood. 
“What has happened is that over 
the years, the culture of children 
and adults' memories of their own 
childhoods have grown further and 
further apart." 

Mr Cross says electronic fists have 
the effect of dividing children and 
adults even more, as the register 
denies any need for negotiation 
between parent and child. No¬ 
where is that gulf more apparent 
than amid the rows of stocked 
shelves at Toys ’R* Us. a chain of 
suburban warehouses filled with 
electronic games. Hollywood spin¬ 
offs and other mass-produced mer- 


There is a sinister side to the gift register, which demonstrates a gradual cultural shift. Rites of passage toys that once signalled a certain coming of age are in decline 


chandise. The company’s show¬ 
rooms have none of the charm of 
Hamleys, the famous New York 
toy shop FAO Schwartz, or the 
earlier and smaller independent 
sro.es. 

Most of the mothers making the 
pilgrimage to Rockville clearly 
viewed the shopping expedition as 
they would a trip to the supermar¬ 
ket- That their children can now 
define wishes in such stark terms 
not only reinforces the commercial 
nature of the American Christmas, 
but it also eliminates the need for 
children to learn the simple lesson 
of gratitude. 

But for Austin Keech, already 
addicted to computer games, the 
laser gun is like manna from 
heaven. 

“It’s a dream come true. It means 
we don’t have to write lists any 
more,” he says, attempting to 
persuade his mother into another 
extensive trawl of the store. But 
Catherine Keech declines to engage 
any further with this latest of 
American dreams, recognising it 
for what it is: a weapon designed 
for children but targeted firmly at 
adults. 


Goats - the alternative gift 


Give a Mongolian a goat this Christmas 


HOW about solving your 
Christmas gift problems one 
goat at a time? 

There is a trend in America, 
suddenly widespread this 
year, towards charitable gift- 
giving that shuns presents of 
conspicuous consumption. In¬ 
stead. it suggests hot lunches 
for 50 Ethiopian children, a 
goat for a Mongolian family 
or a sliare in a water buffalo 
for a Cambodian village. 
Your relatives and friends are 
left with a card and a memen¬ 
to under the tree, telling them 
that the gift has been pur¬ 
chased in their honour. 

A glossy catalogue from the 
Heifer Project lists the prices, 
most of them quite modest, 
and pictures happy Third 
World recipients. Another 
organisation. World Concern, 
equates the gifts most of us 
expect to receive with what 


they could mean to those 
mired in poverty. Thus the 
cost of a new CD could 
provide a week of hospital 
care for a patient in Uganda, a 
Tommy Hilfiger shirt could 
stock a fishpond in Bangla¬ 
desh. and for the price of an 
expensive handbag you could 
fund a small business loan in 
Haiti. 

“HERE is a creative way not 
to buy more stuff,” says Paul 
Kennel the president of 
World Concern. The Heifer 
Project requires that offspring 
from its animal gifts be given 
to neighbours. In this way. the 
benevolence keeps on grow¬ 
ing. Already, 105 rabbits that 
were given to four Chinese 
families in Sichuan have 
grown to 40.000. passed on to 
another 2,000 families. More 
corporations are quietly mak¬ 


ing donations to worthy 
causes instead of giving drink 
or food baskets to their clients 
at Christmas, according to 
Wendy Uebmann. who runs 
WSL Marketing in New 
York. 

L’OreaL the French cosmet¬ 
ics company, gives generously 
to Women in Need to help 
homeless women and child¬ 
ren. Revlon donates to breast 
cancer research. Ms Ueb¬ 
mann says: “W'itfi the econo¬ 
my doing so well, there is a 
growing sense of wanting to 
give something back to those 
less fortunate.” 

Ian Brodie 

• W orid Concern. 19303 Fmmoni 
Avenue North. Setinle. W A 9 8133. 
US. telephone UOI 2<Jb 546 7201: 
Heifer Project. FO Bar SOS. Little 
Rock.AR 72203. US. telephone 001 
5i/f 376 SW6 


How to fight wish-list greed 


r his Christmas could be 
file last one for Santa 
Claus. If Toys R’ Us 
ngs iis wish-list to Britain — 
I, needless to say. the 
[in’s mandarins are think- 
about it - what child will 
ieve that the old man in his 
dressing gown is compuc- 
iierate, online and surfing 
Internet? 

f thev do. six-year-olds will 
nd Advent Saturdays zap- 
g the loys they covet into a 
sliop computer. Only the 
ivesi will admit to writing 
her Christmas a letter and 
tching Mummy post h up 
chimney. Not much play- 
►und cred in that. 

Je warned. Nial Forth, 
;ss co-ordinator of 
* R’ Us. sav>: “The wish- 
is somelhir.g were looking 
for over here next year, 
ce click-on greed arrives 
m America, the child who 
17 sleep on Christmas tve 
ause he can really and 
lv hear jingle bells vnu be 
(laced bv a human ralcuia- 
keot awake by dreams oi 
trick Action Man 
aiendo eames. 
tou mav think « «££ 
apen over here, ’ier *«re 

already parents ou. there 

ring £60 for a £10 Tde- 

iby. Undeniably Laa-U£ 
: verv likely to * e,r 



All I want for Christmas.. 

children a wish-list next year. 
It’s child power at its worst. All 
parental control will be lost. 
How many pink and purple 
Polly Pockets can I take with¬ 
out wanting to drown myseli 
inabunofeherryade? 

This year, as usual, im 


can be found on my computer wish-list from Toys *R' Us 



■STACHANT AND SHOP 
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rigging everything for our 
three children via telephone 
calls to grandmas and aunties. 
Next year ! may have to train 
Puppy in My Pocket to eat all 
fiie Pollies my six-year-old 
daughter. Rosie, would zap on 
vo her wish-list given half the 
chance. 

So you’d like to limit your 
son's arsenal? You’d like your 
daughter to think more than 
pink? No chance with a wish- 
list. Mind you, you could use 
all his swords, laser guns and 
tanks to decimate her hordes 
of Barbies. 

With a shopping list drawn 
straight from television adver¬ 
tisements, they are not going 
to be clicking on a packer of 12 
coloured pencils and coloured 
paper. 

The books, the jigsaw puz¬ 
zles. the Fbziy Felt — all the 
presents that might actually 


make it as far as the twelfth 
day of Christmas — will be the 
great unzapped. 

They will go for the things 
rhey lose interest in before the 
first battery has worn out 
They’ll go for all the hyped 
stuff, like those nasty Spice 
Girl dolls, 

H ow Posh is someone 
whose plastic repre¬ 
sentation wears next 
to nothing and is seemingly 
thumbing a lift? And do you 
want her in your house? Your 
small daughter probably does. 
Click-dick. Thai’s boring old 
feminist Mummy on the Spice 
rack. 

Children should actually be 
kept oui of toyshops. If we’re 
still solvent after Christmas, it 
will be because ours forget 
about SO per cent of the things 
they’ve asked for over the past 


few weeks. Fat chance of that 
with banks of computer mem¬ 
ory keeping their whims alive. 

\Vhy are we so keen on 
giving our children total grati¬ 
fication? Let's not psychologise 
this one. It’s just a lot of greedy 
toymakers who want to take 
us for a sleigh ride. 

Forget kindliness. Forget 
looking for a present that 
might surprise and delight a 
child. Click on and pay out. 
That will be the spirit of 
Christmas. 

F orget gratitude. With a 
wish-list. Christmas 
morning can only ever 
be a disappointment. If you’ve 
zapped a whole menagerie of 
cyber pets, one beeping Osh is 
rather small-scale. Hardly 
worth a thank-you letter. But 
perhaps Toys'R‘Us. with its 
computerised information on 
buyer and receiver, could start 
a profitable line in those, too. 

Christmas has long been 
commercial: gold, frankin¬ 
cense and myrrh don’t come 
cheap. But until now it has 
always had charm and sur¬ 
prise’ Now Father Christmas, 
who has survived central heat¬ 
ing. and beard-pulling in 
Amdale centres around the 
counrry, may not see the 
millennium unless we, die 
parents who haven’t yet gone 
laa-laa. act. 

Wish-lists should be boy¬ 
cotted. Requests to Santa 
should be made by letter or 
when stirring rakes and pud¬ 
dings. Mince-pie crumbs and 
sherry dregs should be in 
evidence on every hearth on 
Christmas morning. 

What's more. I shall further 
tackle this click-on greed with 
the revival of an old Christmas 
tradition: the silver-foiled tan¬ 
gerine in the stacking. Whoops 
of childish glee will be 
compulsory. 

Jill Parkin 


total 

RECALL? 
IT’S A GIFT! 



Give them the ability to capture forever those once-in-a-lifetime 
memories with the incredibly powerful, but amazingly compact and 
easy to use new Nuvis I60i from Nikon. 

Incorporating the Advanced Photo System, other special features 
include a mighty 4.2 times zoom lens, fully automatic focus and 
exposure, real-image viewfinder, built-in flash with red eye reduction, 
easy drop-in film loading, choice of three print shapes plus date and 
tide imprint. £299. 


Photographic Department, Lower Ground Floor. 



Hftrmds Limited, Knightsbridge, London SW1X 7X7, Telephone 0171-7301234 
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Don’t fix our 
constitution 

— it’s bust 

Anthony Barnett says the nation 


is more revolutionary than Blair 


A peaceful but profound 
constitutional revolu¬ 
tion is under way in 
Britain. However, its initia¬ 
tors. Tony Blair and his chief 
foreman, the Lord Chancellor 
Deny Irvine, are treating it as 
so much dirty Linen to wash 
indoors. This is odd. For it is 
the one part of the Govern¬ 
ment's programme that has so 
far sparkled with unblem¬ 
ished success. 

The speed and extent of the 
Government’s achievement is 
remarkable. Constitutional re¬ 
form has become a monthly 
occurrence. This month saw a 
White Paper outlining a Free¬ 
dom of Information Act. deliv¬ 
ered despite vigorous 
opposition. In May Gordon 
Brown announced the effective 
independence of the Bank of 
England, something Nigel 
Lawson had argued for. call¬ 
ing it “a far more useful 
constitutional reform than any 
advocated by Charter S8". 

In July the Government 
published its Green Paper on 
London, promising the capital 
a directly elected mayor — a 
constitutional reform of un¬ 
precedented radicalism. In 
August the Prime Minister put 
himself at the head of the most 
far-reaching modernisation of 
the monarchy this century, as 
he sensed the likely response 
to the death of Diana. Princess 
of Wales. 

In September referendums 
on a Scottish parliament and a 
Welsh assembly were held 
and won. In October the 
Human Rights Bill was pub¬ 
lished. to incorporate the 
European Convention on Hu¬ 
man Rights into our law. Long 
resisted as inimical to our 
traditions, it will empower 
judges and give residents of 
the UK. their rights in court 
In November, the Jenkins 
Commission was established 
to propose a more proportion¬ 
al system of voting in general 
elections. A referendum is 
likely and may alter perma¬ 
nently the dynamic of British 
politics. 

So far only one aspect of the 
joint pre-election Labour and 
Literal Democrat list of com¬ 
mitments has been reneged 
upon. This is the promise of a 
statement of principles. The 
.Lib-Lab joint declaration con¬ 
cluded that a “common 
thread" ran through its pro¬ 
posals. that of “empowering 
the people". "The new Govern¬ 
ment, "it stated. “should make 
an early declaration setting 
out the principles behind its 
programme of constitutional 
reform and outlining the more 
open and modem democracy 
it seeks to create." Instead, 
Lord Irvine of Lairg has 
rejected such a declaration as 
a mere "piece of paper” and 
exposed die Government to 
the Tory charge, pressed by 
William Hague, that it is 
without values and principles. 

Some ministers (a notable 
exception is Gordon Brown) 
dismiss the case for any such 
principled guide or statement 
of aims. Tony Blair may have 
said that Britain needs “a new 
constitutional settlement to ex¬ 
press the new relationship 
between individual and soci¬ 
ety. citizen and Stale, for the 
world today". But that was 
before he became Prime Min¬ 
ister. Now Labour ministers 
feel they are proceeding in a 
good old pragmatic fashion, 
keeping the process under 
control and changing the con- 


stitutian in the piecemeal way 
that it has always been 
reformed. 

Few judgments could be 
more mistaken. Reforms 
under the old constitution 
were prophylactic intended to 
head off calls for further 
change. By contrast. Pandora 
has breathed on each of 
Labour's initiatives. 

The Scottish legislation will 
inflame the English question. 
The London mayor will in¬ 
spire a dynamic of regional 
demands. Incorporation of the 
European Convention has al¬ 
ready triggered a debate on 
the individual's right to priva¬ 
cy versus the rights and free¬ 
dom of the press. The reform 
'of the Bank of England has led 
the Treasury Select Committee 
to demand the power to make 
an appointment to the new 
Monetary Policy Committee. 
And there is more of the same 
to come, not least when reform 
of the Lords begins in the next 
year or two. The forces of 
change are being amplified, 
not diminished, by each new 
measure; and they are all 
rendered more dynamic by the 
field force of the European 
Union. Instead of the familiar 
process of amelioration, 
drawn out over decades, a 
cataract of initiatives will soon 
sweep away the old 
constitution. 

One reason why this has 
happened is that the old 
constitution is well and truly 
bust Its advocates’ will to 
resist is spent. Even more 
important las been an historic 
change in popular opinion. 
This was manifested in the 
May election, which was less 
an endorsement of Mr Blair 
titan a rejection: first of the 
Major Government, and sec¬ 
ondly of what I have termed 
"Great Englishness" — name¬ 
ly the ideology of Margaret 
Thatcher and Enoch Powell. 
Many Conservative candi¬ 
dates expected to improve 
their showing by flying its 
colours. Instead, for the first 
time since the "rivers of blood" 
speech in 1968, Powell's once 
riveting influence withered at 
the polls. 

R ecently, one member of 
the Government said to 
me: "Of course people 
support reform, who 
wouldn't?" But ten years ago 
they did not The core of Great 
English populism was the 
defence of our unique institu¬ 
tions. In the 1970s, referen¬ 
dums in Scotland and Wales 
were lost In the 1980s the GLC 
was abolished quite easily. 
Voter belief in the system was 
high. The thrust of anti-Euro¬ 
pean rhetoric in 1997 was 
based on the assumption that 
people still love the old institu¬ 
tions and don’t want them 
changed. 

That love has died. The 
public mood is not Jacobin. It 
wants practical outcomes, not 
confrontation. This, however, 
is a sign of its maturity, not its 
conservatism. Mr Blair has 
called for a modern Britain. 
The country is ahead of him 
and now has a settled desire 
far democracy, one that will 
eventually find 'its expression 
in written constitutional 
words. 

The author was the founding 
director of Charter 88. His 
boofr This Time: Our Constitu¬ 
tional Revolution was pub¬ 
lished by Vintage last week. 





Ulster of the Balkans 


T he road to hell is paved with 
good intentions. If you go via 
Bosnia the intentions are 
gold-plated. You can preen 
in Washington, lunch in London, 
dine in Sarajevo and appear on 
television everywhere. You may 
wrench your arm patting yourself on 
the back, but the road keeps rolling 
an. Only soldiers and taxpayers get to 
helL 

This week marks the anniversary 
of the breaking of the first deadline 
for the withdrawal of foreign troops 
from Bosnia, in Deamber 1996. The 
Government is soon expected to 
announce the breaking of the second, 
which expires in June next year. This 
is anticipated in a report from the 
House of Commons Select committee 
on Defence. It says the troops should 
stay there for ever, or words to that 
effect Britain now has 5,300 soldiers 
in the Balkans, half as many as in 
Ulster, costing taxpayers £243 mil¬ 
lion a year. When Douglas Hurd sent 
the first 1,000 in 1992, he promised 
that their mission was limited to 
escorting humanitarian convoys. A 
year later the number was 2^00. 
Since then the expedition has experi¬ 
enced the usual 11 mission creep". 

Bosnia is becoming Britain’s sec¬ 
ond Northern Ireland. In Ulster, 
military intervention in support of 
the civil power was to be strictly 
temporary. That was a quarter 
century ago. Soldiers, or at least their 
masters, proved' to be poor political 
scientists. The idea of withdrawal 
soon became unthinkable. Believing 
themselves the only bulwark against 
a bloodbath. British politicians devel¬ 
oped a mindset in which everlasting 
direct rule was the only option. 

A similar “Jupiter complex" has 
arisen with the end of the Cold War. 
Across the globe, national self-det¬ 
ermination is a defunct concept Only 
democracies are entitled to that 
privilege and then only if they choose 
the right leaders, which the Serbs 
have persistently declined to da A 
trusty Western soldier is all that 
stands between the world's feuding 
plebs and Armageddon. The imperial 
fallacy never dies. It is merely 
transformed into a vague moral 
imperative parading in a blue beret 
or an aid agency Jeep. 

Tivo conclusions emerge from the 
defence committee report The first is 
dial the so-called Stabilisation Force 
(Sfbr) of 36,000 foreign personnel in 
Bosnia has become an entrenched 
colonial power. A0 civic discipline 
relies on its presence. It has charged 
itself with policing, public adminis- 


British troops have been salt on a 
mission impossible in Bosnia 


tration and even media censorship. 
Last autumn Sfbr seized a television 
station to insist on “fair" reporting of 
United Nations activity, in reality to 
bade one side in the Bosnian Serb 
elections. 

Bosnia has become the world 
capital of interventionism. Pundits 
can identify an alphabet soup of 
ICRC. 1DC IFOR. IFTF, MAC, 
OHR. OSCE. PIC. Sfbr and 
UNHCR. These custodians of the 
world’s collective conscience offer 
security without responsibility to 
Serbs, Croat Muslim and “Bosnian" 
alike, to war criminals, mafias, black 
marketeers, fanat¬ 
ics and decent citi¬ 
zens. They offer 
huge inflows of for¬ 
eign exchange. like 
all policing armies 
they are popular — 
for a time. The 
Catholics cheered 
the British troops 
into Londonderry in 
1969, before the bui¬ 
lds and bombs began to fly. 

The second condusion is that as 
result of this dependartcy, withdraw¬ 
al can never be contemplated. Presi¬ 
dent Clinton promised that he would 
“have our boys home by Christmas 
1996". Congress was outraged when 
he next said they would stay another 
18 months, until June I*5^8. Now 
Washington is realising that deadline 
will not be kept. Britain will have to 
tag along behind. The select commit¬ 
tee has proposed that, rather than set 
a short deadline (and tell another 
whopper), the Government should 
suggest three years. By then everyone 
may have forgotten deadlines and 
our boys can do good work for ever. 

Foriy-one British servicemen have 
died in Bosnia so far, 14 of them killed 
in action. They have been shot at, 
humiliated, taken hostage and left 
impotent before the taunts of those 
they were sent to help. Britain 
produces soldiers well-trained in the 
delicate art of limited war. They are 
much prized as moral mercenaries, 
by Americans wanting to launder 
their electioneering adventures and 
by the United Nations wanting to get 
off a peacekeeping hook. 

Yet any soldier must have an 
achievable objective. British troops in 
Bosnia had two remits. The first was 


Simon 

Jenkins 


to police the ceasefire along, the 
borders where the parties collapsed 
in 1995. The second was to re¬ 
establish dvfl, political and economic 
life in the new Bosnian statelets, 
sufficient to avoid further conflict 
when the troops withdrew 12 months 
later. The first objective was relative¬ 
ly easy, since all sides had fought to a 
standstill The second was impossi¬ 
ble. It was a politician's supremacist 
fantasy, an act of folly in the tradition 
of Khartoum, the Dardanelles and 
Vietnam. The Foreign Office and the 
American State Department seemed 
to think “restoring political life" was 

_ like restoring 

bridges and sewers. 

Worse, the first 
objective vitiated 
the second:,By re-. 
lieving. the Bosni¬ 
ans of ’ any 
obligation to police 
the ceasefire and 
cement it with com- 

_promise, a foreign 

presence merely se¬ 
cured a stalemate. Local leadership 
came to depend on the presence of 
foreign troops, not on popular con¬ 
sent. Such artificial politics cannot 
mature or put down roots. Fanatics 
remain at a premium and moderates 
at a discount Thirty years in North¬ 
ern Ireland toadies us that Nato is 
Karadzic’s best prop, as British direct 
rule has been the IRA’s recruiting 
sergeant • 

The select committee bemoans the 
absence of progress with political 
stabilisation and worries that dviLwar 
may resume. It implies that this is 
despite Nate's efforts, regarding it as 
axiomatic that 36.000 foreign troops 
can have only a benign impact on local 
politics. The committee nowhere ex¬ 
amines other recent interventions, 
such as Beirut and Somalia, where 
Western troops led to mayhem, and 
peace was not established until well 
after they had left It worries that the 
conflict may just be on ice, that the 
date when Nato “can confidently leave 
Bosnia to run its own affairs will be 
Indefinitely deferred". Yet the logic of 
this worry nowhere penetrates the 
committee's brain. 

I believe that British soldiers 
should not be sent abroad without a - 
clear military objective and a state¬ 
ment of interest. Despite much 


hifalutin jargon about “regional sec¬ 
urity" troops went into Bosnia to 
protect aid convoys. That was a 
charitable interest but not a national 
security one. Whether these convoys 
•saved more lives than they cost (by 
foiling into the wrong hands) is moot 
What is inco nt rov er tible is that 
American pressure sucked these 
troops into precisely the morass they 
were pledged to avoid. If the select 
committee has its way, they will be 
there for ever. These troops are not 
under United Nations command but 
under Nato, an alliance whose obscu¬ 
rity of purpose is now complete. 

The British force has no -exit 
strategy. The Americans are adept at 
cutting and running from escapades 
that have exhausted their publicity 
value. They scuttled from Somalia 
and have recently scuttled from 
Haiti. This part of the Balkans is set 
to remain a Nato p r otectorate until 
the Americans tire of it. British troops 
tend to return home only "after a 
resounding victory (the Falklands) or 11 
when conditions on the ground have o 
become untenable, as in the retreat 
from Empire. In Bosnia there is no 
victory. We must await unten ability. 

B ritish people have shown 
their generosity towards 
suffering in former Yugosla¬ 
via. That generosity is ex¬ 
pressed through aid. private charity 
and tire (grudging) acceptance of 
refugees. That is a normal humani¬ 
tarian response. It is quite different 
from the Government professing a 
national interest in the internal 
affairs of another state. British sec¬ 
urity is not at risk in Bosnia, nor is 
that of the Nato alliance. Other 
people’s wars are not make-work 
schemes for diplomats and soldiers. 
There was no requirement to “nation¬ 
alise" public horror at events in 
former Yugoslavia, least of all tire fact 
that President Clinton had an election 
on his hands. British troops are not 
meant to fight American elections. 

Tony Blur and Robin Cook must 
soon announce Britain’s commitment 
to Sfbr beyond next June. They will 
take the view that withdrawing from 
Bosnia would cost more politically in 
the short term than staying might 
cost financially. So they will waffle 
about tire nobility of world peace¬ 
keeping. They will promise more 
support for our boys overseas. They 
will pledge just a few more months, 
or years, .or even decades. The old 
British Empire was acquired in a fit 
of absent-mindedness. So, apparent¬ 
ly, wiH be the new one. 


Maggie Moo 

BARONESS THATCHER v Alf Garnett The former PM had a scorching 
encounter on Monday night with Warren Mitchell, who played the 
Cockney with bracing right-wing opinions in the television programme 
Till Death Us Do Part Over Krug and shepherd’s pie at the Christmas 
party of Lord Archer of Weston-super-Mare, Mitchell adopted his best Alf 
Garnett accent: “You women should be at home making the sandwiches." 
he told an astonished Lady T. “Its men who should be taking care of die 
politics. Women are only good for 
late-night sittings, when, they can 
at least provide cocoa and blan¬ 
kets." A crowd gathered round, 
including the Archbishop of Can¬ 
terbury. ftter Lflley. the American 
Ambassador (bemused) and die 
jovial Alan Duncan, who had 
effected the introduction. 

To their relief, the baroness 
reacted with equanimity. “What 
about Florence Nightingale and 
Queen Victoria?" she asked. 

Quickly, the two struck up a 
rapport “She suggested thar we 
partner up and do a double ad" 
says Mitchell. “We could go 
around the charily do's, with me 
telling her where a woman's place 
is. It would be better than More- 
cambe and Wise." 




Double act MitdrelL Thatcher 


Room at the Commons. Guests 
were told by the waiters that they 
could have everything on the menu 
except the bonemarrow. “fry off. 
For good." 


Christmas lunch. Last year No 10 
was filled with the former PM *5 co¬ 
terie for Christmas drinks. In these 
more humble times, a table for sev¬ 
en sufficed for John, Norma and 
his loyal retainers. Fearlessly the 
gathering ordered several plates of 
beef rib before the ban on such off- 
the-bone products. “Delicious." 
agreed the guests, prompting a fa¬ 
miliar voice to quip: “From now 
on. beef will be like this Govern¬ 
ment — spineless." So delighted 
was Major with this convivial occa¬ 
sion he commented: “We ought to 
do this more often.'’ 


ing tribute to his career" — those 
friends, that is, who resisted the 
temptations of Baroness Thatch¬ 
er’s hash at Cbesham Place. 

Thatcher’s plan to “have over all 
her old chums", as she puts it, in 
turn clashed with another of Jef¬ 
frey Archer's jolly festive celebra¬ 
tions. “This tests the market value 
of the hosts," says one in-demand 
partygoer. “From what I can gath¬ 
er, people are buying shares in Ar¬ 
cher and selling in Thatcher, while 
Clarke still remains very competi¬ 
tively priced." 

• WHILE the rest of his party sniff 
around new Labour, Lembit Optic. 
MP. Liberal Democrat, has been 


ingratiating himself with the To¬ 
ries. “/ invited William Hague to 
come and speak at my next constit¬ 
uency meeting” he says. “/ like him 
and l think he'd go down well in 
Montgomeryshire.'' The invitation 
was declined. “He just laughed.” 


No way back 

RESURRECTION on the set of 007 
can be but a dim hope for the age¬ 
ing lothario, Sean Connery: he is 
too expensive. “There was talk of 
him playing Band’s father, or com¬ 
ing bade as a villain,” says the 007 
producer, Michael Wilson, “but we 
couldn't afford him." 



• ROAST strip sirloin beef, 
braised lettuce and bonemarrow 
were the substance of yesterdays 
menu in the Strangers’ Dining 


Small portions Party dash 


SEIZED by seasonal spirit John 
Major took his private office to 
Shepherd’s, the Westminster joint 
clowned by Michael Caine, for 


LAST night’s battle of the parties 
tested many a Tory loyalty. Ken 
Clarke, always a convivial figure, 
enjoyed the toasts of friends “pay- 



* Scott’s missed 


POOR daddy. Victoria Scott who 
almost sunk her father. Sir Nick 
Scott, has resigned from the group 
that gave her a platform — just 
when she could have attacked Lab¬ 
our. Victoria has spent the past six 
years working for Radar, a disabil¬ 
ity group, but has raw left to work 
with Unicef. Victoria gained atten¬ 
tion in 1994 by calling far her 
father — then a Social Security 
Minister — to resign after he 
blocked a disabled rights BilL But 
she will not now be around just 
when the Government could be 


Off the Radar: Victoria 


planning to attack disability bene¬ 
fits. “Victoria Was a great cam¬ 
paigner." says a fellow traveller. I 
am sure well see her a gain. 

• CHRISTMAS shopping is ham¬ 
pering efficiency of che Home Of¬ 
fice folk. Two of them were 
dispatched to the House of Lords 
yesterday with briefing notes on 
the Crime and Disorder Bill for 
their minister. They stopped to 
buy some chocolate mints at the 
House of Commons shop. Prob¬ 
lem. They left tkeir briefing notes 
behind in the shop. 


JasperGerard 


Alan Coren 



■ And upon this 
charge card cry: ‘For 
Ffion, William, 

and a cruet set!’ 

T oday’s is no ordinary cob 
uma Today’s is spedaL 
What makes it special is 
that it is nota column at all It is 
a Readers-’ Offer. Indeed, it is so 
special that Tam prepared to 
describe it as a Special Readers' 
Offer — in both senses, because 
ft Is so doubly special that only 
special readers will wish to take 
advantage of it 
ft is not. thar is to say. for 
those unsperial readers who ask 
to be offered nothing more than 
the rose-girt cottage of their 
dreams, or the perigjobai cruise 
of a lifetime, or a year’s free root- 
canal work: it is for those very 
special readers whose inner¬ 
most yearnings-strive beyond 
the mere material gee-gaws of 
this world. What I am offering 
this happy breed is the 
unique chance to become an 
imperishable part of our na¬ 
tion’s history. Possibly, given a 
smidgeon of tuck in the shape of 
a fair electoral breeze, our 
planet's. 

You may, from that last 
-provisa have now twigged that 
what makes the chance unique 
is die hlissy fact that, this 
coming Friday* William Hague 
is uniquely marrying Ffion Jen¬ 
kins. Hie radiant young couple 
will splice, they will honeymoon, 
and. after all dial excitement, 
they will hie them home to put 
their four little feet up in 
delightful domestic premises 
poled floor to ceiling with all 
those wedding gifts which, race 
they have put their four little feet 
down again, they will begin 
eagerly unwrapping to cries of 
the happiness which. I am sure, 
each . and every one of us 
sincerely prays will follow than 
all the days of their life — very 
probably (and this above ail is to 
be borne in mind, even by 
those whose sincere prayers 
may be somewhat alloyed by 
the thought) into Downing 
Street, because, as you know, 
there has never yet been a leader 
of the Conservative Party who 
did not. succeed to the 

,Now. here is - the .special 
Readers’ Qfferrwpiild ytitthke to 
■fie a p&rthf all that, and thus- df * 
whatever history has in store? If 
so. this is what you must do: you 
must ring The Wedding Shop in 
Fulham Road, SW3. Someone at 
the other, end wflL • when 
pressed, confirm that that is 
indeed where William and Ffion 
have got a fittle list-T know tins, 
because I have myself just 
phoned, and I thus'also know 
thar there are plenty of afford¬ 
able goodies left on that list, 
and that all you need do to 
remove them from it and into 
the premises and fives of the 
future Hagues is give The 
Wedding Shop your credit card 
number.. . . 

Think about iL For E126-50. 
you could send them a Royal 
Copenhagan vase, for £180 you 
could send them eight cham¬ 
pagne flutes, for £200 an Irish 
linen tabledoth, and for 
£259 a silver.salver; but if any of 
these is, you feel, too high a price 
to shell out on a niche in 
Britain’s glorious story, a tenner 
will buy you, and titan, a very 
acceptable egg-cup. 

A nd remember, where his¬ 
tory's caprices are con¬ 
cerned you never know 
your luck: while the odds might 
seem to favour the champagne 
flutes — Prime Minis ter Hague 
offers a gargle to Charles ID 
after one of their weekly moots, 
the King murmurs these are 
jolly nice glasses, the EM replies 
yes, we got them from Mis Edna 
Wainwright of Becdes, the en¬ 
tire oohange subsequently ap¬ 
pearing verbatim in the PM’s 
memoirs — or the tabledoth, 
deployed, perhaps, to mollify 
President Adams at a lunch to 
discuss Sinn Fein'S claim to the 
Falklands, there is nothing to 
say that a humble egg-cup 
hurled at, for example, Michael 
Howard during an acrimonious 
working breakfast, might not 
predpitate the demise of 
Toryism in what could very 
well come to be known as 
The Eggcup Landslide, and 
earn its lucky donor an 
entire footnote, even perhaps a 
foil-colour raugshot, in 77ie 
Oxford History of the 2lst 
Century. 

Be honest, has there ever 
been an offer more, special 
than this?? You do not have to 
snip anything out, you do rat 
have to fill anything in, you do 
not have to collect anything up, 

you do not even have to complete 
a sentence, which begins “I 
should like my name to be 
remembered until the last syll¬ 
able of recorded time because 
. aB you have to do 

is dial and speak. But be quick 
about it remember, there are 
onfy two more shopping days 
left until history.. 
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A REASONABLE BID 

Sotheby s imperfect inquiry has still yielded worthwhile results 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1 Pennington Street. London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


A reputation for plain-dealing may take 

single act The exposure of an atitnrm* 
Rodajid Kollewijn. a Sotheby's OldStiS 
expert, to arrange the Ol^ai et 
W painting by the Northed It^Tarin 
Giussepe Nogan to London blighted 
name of me of the world's leadinTauctfon 
house;. Mr Kollewijn’s act. exposll by the 
pmustatang deteim™ work rf^Sahst 
Peter Watson and reported in The Times, 
damaged the reputation of Sotheby's. 

At the time, Diana Brooks, the arm parry's 
chief executive, claimed that the reveSSSis 
were an opportunity to demonstrate just 
how important our integrity is”. The steps 
that Sotheby's has since taken to investigate 
past behaviour have not been as open as 
they might have been. But the resolution of 
future good conduct which Ms Brooks 
makes m our pages today should go a long 
way to satisfy critics. Permanent satisfaction 
will come only from permanently improved, 
and visibly improved, procedures. 

The executive responsible for Mr 
Koellwijn, George Bailey, responded to the 
original allegations with bluster. But 
Sotheby’s directors appear quickly to have 
recognised the need to overhaul their 
reputation by conducting their own inquiry 
into their method of operations. Dealing in 
antiquities acquired in contravention of the 
laws of their country of origin lent urgency 
to the process of reform. Sotheby’s pro¬ 
claimed yesterday that earlier this year, it 
“began to articulate a policy that it will not 
pH any property which, while legally 
imported, has dearly been exported in 
violation of local law”. 

It would have been better if, having been 
stung into action by press exposure, Soth¬ 
eby's had taken the best press advice and 
held a wholly independent inquiry. We 
argued that the “most rigorous and wide- 
ranging investigation of company malprac¬ 
tice" required "independent investigators”. 


Hie appointment of a wholly detached and 
widely respected outsider, from the judiciary 
or academia, would have more dearly 
signalled a determination to scour every 
comer of the stables heedless of any 
consequence other than the reestablishment 
of a reputation for the highest standards. 

Instead. Sotheby's established a review 
c omm ittee, independent in name but not in 
every particular, chaired by one of its own 
non-executive directors. Although much of 
the investigative work was carried out by 
two specially engaged law firms, the arm’s 
length of the inquiry from the board was not 
as long as would have been ideal 

The fate of Mr Kollewijn is still un¬ 
resolved. pending Scotland Yard's response 
to a dossier from the Italian police. It 
remains to be seen if this dossier contains 
evidence of other illegal acts. Of8.000 other 
transactions investigated, irregularities 
were detected in about 20. Sotheby's argues 
that the interests of those who took part in 
these transactions in good faith preclude 
further disclosure. Sceptics will probably 
have to concentrate now on how Sotheby's 
planned new mechanisms work in practice. 

While the process may not have been 
perfect, aspects of the outcome are encourag¬ 
ing. A pledge not to sell any work which may 
have been exported contrary to the laws of its 
country of origin, even if it can be sold 
legally in the US, should go some way to 
limit the reprehensible pillaging of sites of 
historic interest in less-developed nations. 
The establishment of an improved education 
programme for staff and the creation of a 
new compliance officer with a roving 
watchdog brief should encourage adherence 
to the highest standards. Taken together, 
these steps should help to restore Sotheby’s 
reputation and could, with profit, establish a 
new benchmark for best practice among 
auction houses. The benefit to all London’s 
auction houses of cleaning their business is 
clearer now than it has ever been. 


TORIES FOR DEMOCRACY 

The radical option is the best Conservative choice 


The 1922 Committee has been in deep 
deliberation on an issue that is central to the 
Conservative Party's famines, internal re¬ 
form and the future election of the leader. 
When these discussions started it appeared 
that the range of options under active 
consideration was disappointingly narrow. 
Sir Archibald Hamilton, on behalf of 
parliamentarians, had robustly insisted that 
MPs retain a controlling interest It seemed 
that ordinary members would receive, at 
most a share of between 25 per cent and 35 
per cent in an electoral college. 

There is now evidence of an emerging 
* enthusiasm for democracy. A large number 
■' of MPs, including many first elected in May, 
have determined that a mass party will not 
be built on modest outreach. They have 
rallied behind a proposal, first set out in The 
Times, that would allow MPs to narrow the 
field to a shortlist of two or three figures but 
offer the final choice to the entire member¬ 
ship. The 1922 Committee will come to a 
conclusion shortly after Christmas. It even 
appears possible that, for the first time in its 
history, the parliamentary party might 
make that decision through a ballot rather 
than mysterious “consultations”. This would 
be a precedent for enhanced participation. 

Under the rules as they stand. Conser¬ 
vative MPs have absolute control over foe 
1 structure of leadership selection. Any initia- 
live that is adopted in Westminster will be 
placed automatically in the overall package 
that will be presented to the party. No 
alteration or amendment is permitted. The 
Tories in the country will be offered change 
on a take-it-or-take-it basis. The whole 
reform agenda — including many items that 
should command widespread support -- 
would need to be thrown out m order to 
reopen the leadership question. That rejec¬ 
tion would hardly reflect well on. or be 


welcomed by. William Hague. The case 
against an electoral college is powerful. It 
contains the inherent risk that a leader 
would fail to obtain a majority among either 
MPs or the members. The Labour Party has 
been fortunate to have averted this disaster. 
In 1981, its machinery came within a 
millimetre of making Tony Benn the Deputy 
Leader despite the fact that two-thirds of 
MPs had preferred Denis Healey. Labour 
has found that this model does not end 
argument over leadership selection. The 
proportions awarded are inevitably arbit¬ 
rary and therefore open to continuous chal¬ 
lenge. The same would be true for the Tories. 

Hie Times alternative would avoid these 
difficulties. Only those contenders—three at 
most—who had secured at least 25 per cent 
support from their colleagues would enter 
the derisive ballot If Labour had used this 
system 16 years ago Mr Benn would not 
have qualified for tile final contest A full- 
scale campaign among ordinary members 
would follow. The victorious candidate 
could demonstrate support in the House of 
Commons and Conservatives in the country. 
This would be a combination unmatched 
among the other parties. 

The radical option would be also be the 
safest choice for Conservatives. The in¬ 
cremental approach supported by the old 
stalwarts would simply store up trouble for 
the future. The new formula would also 
secure stronger support for the rest of the 
reform project It would symbolise the Tory 
transition from narrow elite to national 
electorate. Mr Hague’s stated aim of a 
million members for the millennium would 
acquire additional credibility. The 1922 
Committee should concentrate on 2002 and 
what it can do to advance the party’s 
prospects. That requires a 100 per cent—not 
35 per cent — commitment to democracy. 


CRY WOLF IN EARNEST 

This is the next large mammal due to vanish from the Earth 


The Ethiopian wolf is not usually aDmteci a 
role in the Christinas story, not even by the 

fables and iconography 
Orthodox Church. But this Christmas 
readers of The Tines are being given a 
chance to rescue it firan 
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to save the Ethiopian wolf. This includes 
vaccination of domestic dogs against rabies 
and distemper, education of the mountain 
tribesmen in responsible dog ownership, 
and captive breeding of the wolves in their 
natural habitat. There the species may breed 
to survive in its social grouping of a wide- 
ranging pack animal, protected from the 

pressure of human beings. 

A wolf is an unusual beneficiary of a 
Christmas appeal, because of its black reput¬ 
ation in fables, fiction and parables. It is not 
as cuddly to the imagination as an otter nor 
as wonderful as the elephant But wolfs 
threat to man was always grossly exagger¬ 
ated, And the survival of the Ethiopian 

species on the planet is nowon the line. The 

money needed for Bom FVee’s programme 
to save the Ethiopian wolf i* £200,000. 

Giving to a huge charity can seem like 
trying .to dose the beneficiary with eyedrops 
from a tenth-storey window. From such a 
height the prognosis and results of the 
medication are difficult to assess. Ibis 
charity is small enough for its projects to be 
specific and their effects to be ev ident It is 
large enough to make the difference between 
survival and extinction. Beside the ox, the 
ass and the sheep around the Christmas 
manger, the wolf is an unusual candidate for 
Christmas benevolence. But this is the last 
chance for the Ethiopian, wolf 


Risks and realism 
in beef warnings 

From Mr Malcolm Oliver 

Sir. The Department of Health, pre¬ 
sumably acting on the advice of its 
medical advisers, believes that the 
risk of transmission of CJD from 
potentially infected blood products is 
so slight that it is merely advising 
hospitals not to use the supplies in 
question, and has decided not to 
contact foe patients involved because 
of “foe enormous burden” that would 
result from telling them foal they have 
a remote risk of contracting the 
disease (report December 16). 

The Ministry of Agriculture, how¬ 
ever. also acting on the advice of its 
medical advisers, believes that foe 
similarly slight risk of contracting 
CJD from beef bones is sufficient to re¬ 
quire the withdrawal of the product, 
and also to impose "an enormous bur¬ 
den" on beef-on-the-bone eaters by tel¬ 
ling them of their remote risk of catch¬ 
ing the disease. 

Surety they cannot both be right? 

Yours sincerely, 

MALCOLM OLIVER, 

26 Green Lane. Pur ley CR8 3PG. 
December 16. 

From Sir Julian Rose 

Sir. Professor Colin Blakemore’s 
assertion (report, December 12) that 
young children should shun beef and 
lamb in favour of chicken seems 
finally to rule out any flicker of hope 
that “science" might be acting in foe 
public interest as regards food safety. 

Chicken has been responsible for 
the highest number of poisoning inci¬ 
dents of any meat in foe UK food 
chain for the past decade. Not sur¬ 
prising when, in stark contrast to beef 
and lamb, over 90 per cent of all poul¬ 
try meat is raised and slaughtered 
under highly intensive and inhumane 
factory farming conditions that result 
in half of all birds being contaminated 
until salmonella. 

A by now thoroughly confused pub¬ 
lic has a right to know — particularly 
since government hides the informa¬ 
tion — that farming systems do exist 
that never feed beef or lamb or even 
chickens on the rendered remains of 
their own kind. 

Professor Blakemore’s contribution 
adds to the epidemic of tunnel vision 
that has overtaken so many scientists 
of late. 

Yours sincerely. 

JULIAN ROSE. 

Hardwick Estate Office, 

Whitchurch. Reading RG8 7RB. 
December 13. 

From Mr Neil Dotson 

Sir, The death of Mrs Angela Neath's 
brother (letter. December 13) was a 
tragedy and, if preventable, a scandal, 
but it must not be used to stifle 
reasoned debate about the beef-on- 
the-bone ban. any more than the vic¬ 
tims of speeding motorists should be 
allowed to dictate speed limits. 

If we accept foe supposition that 
new variant CJD is linked to BSE we 
must further accept that the link is 
with cheap manufactured products in 
foe 1980s and early 1990s. These were 
made from the less salubrious parts of 
(occasionally infected) old dairy cows 
— “beef" only in the technical sense of 
being derived from bovines, and as 
like to today’s prime meat from 
healthy young beef cattle as a milk 
float is to a Limousine. 

Furthermore, foe victims of new 
variant CJD were not forewarned. 
Nobody bas any excuse now not to 
know that a committee of scientists 
postulate that they are running a 1 in 
1.1 billion chance of premature death 
by drinking a bowl of cnctail soup, or 
eating a T-bone steak. Curtailing 
freedom on such odds is an abuse of 
power. 

Yours faithfully, 

NEIL DATSON. 

Glebe Farm. 

Spelsbury. Oxford 0X7 3JR. 
December 13. 

From Mr Paul Perrin 

Sir. I was very surprised to read that 
No 10 would be throwing away the 
151b rib joint that was presented to Mr 
Blair'by the British National Cattle 
Association (report and photograph. 
December 16). As the joint was un¬ 
cooked. what was to prevent the meat 
being removed from the bone and 
cooked separately? 

Yours. 

P. PERRIN. 

95 Trevelyan Road. 

Tooting, SW17 9LR. 

December 16. 


Children last? 

From Professor Ronald Davie 

Sir, On Friday, December 5,1 attend¬ 
ed a debate in the House of Commons 
on children with special educational 
needs. Hie particular focus was a 
recent government Green Paper on 
this topic, which by common accord 
was foe most important review in this 
area for foe past 20 years. From my 
position in the Strangers' Gallery, the 
number of Members I counted m the 
Chamber throughout the debate 
ranged from seven to 15. 

I was struck by the contrast between 
foe attendance for this topic and that 
for foxhunting, the week before. Does 
this indicate MPs* scale of priorities? 

Yours truly, 

RONALD DAVIE 

(Educational and child psychologist). 

Bridge House, Upton, 

Caldbeck, Cumbria CA7 8EU. 
December?. 


Problems in store from benefit cuts 


From Councillor Shirlty Virando 

Sir, I am grateful to the “rebels" (they 
are better called men and women of 
principle) for voting against the Gov¬ 
ernment's reduction of support for 
lone parents (letters, December 9 and 
13). 

Until recently 1 was a lone parent, 
and had been for many years. I am 
also a Labour councillor and, as my 
main reason for standing was the pre¬ 
vious Government's constant attacks 
on single parents. I find it particularly 
difficult to understand why this Gov¬ 
ernment is continuing in similar vein. 

If lone parents, the disabled and 
others who are victims of discrimina¬ 
tion and in poverty, cannot look to the 
Labour Party for support, and get it, 
who can they turn to? I hope the'Gov¬ 
ernment will learn a lesson from this 
vote, and consider carefully what they 
do on the issue of disability benefits. 

I would also suggest that all Labour 
MPs who voted with foe Government 
should reflect on why they joined the 
party and examine their consciences. 

Yours faithfully, 

SHIRLEY VIRANDO 
(Chair of Hillingdon 
Equal Opportunities Forum), 
Members Room, 

Labour Group, Phase n. 

Civic Centre, Uxbridge UB8 IUW. 
December 12. 

From Mrs Elisabeth Ray 

Sir, The terra “single mother" is mis¬ 
leading. as it brackets foe feckless and 
irresponsible mothers — of whom 
there are some — with those who are 
single not from choice but arcum- 
stances. 

Many such produced their children 
when they were in a happy marriage 
or steady relationship, but now find 
themselves alone through divorce, de¬ 
sertion or death. Their children have 
already suffered foe loss of a father, 
and to put them into foe care of some¬ 
one. however kind and efficient, who 
is not their mother, or make them into 
latch-key kids, cannot make their lives 
more settled or secure. 

If mothers have to go out to work 
they will need full-time employment 
to make it financially worthwhile. Un¬ 
less they have particular skills or 
qualifications, which many do not. 
employers will be reluctant to give 


Renewable energy 

From Dr Gabriel Alexander Khoury 

Sir. I am a founding member of the 
UK Solar Energy Society, set up by Dr 
Mary Archer in 1973. In 19781 demon¬ 
strated, in a paper in New Scientist, 
that it is passible to achieve a lOOkph 
flight speed in an airship powered by 
solar cells without any on-board fuel. 
It is also possible to supply Europe's 
entire energy needs from solar cells 
covering a relatively small proportion 
of foe North African desert — politics 
and security issues apart. 

Environmentally aware scientists 
and engineers have long known that 
long-term sustainable energy policy 
cannot be based on a limited and pol¬ 
luting fossil-foel resource (letters. 
December 1, 4, 10, 15). Yet. sadly, in 
the early 1980s the US reduced its 
renewable energy R&D budget nearly 
tenfold, to less than $100 million per 
annum, because of the drop in crude 
oil prices, thus demonstrating that its 
previous interest was a kneejerk 
reaction to the energy crises of the 
1970s. 

The current problems of air pollu¬ 
tion and global warming are obvious 
consequences of this lack of long-term 
vision. Governments of industrialised 
nations should develop policies to en¬ 
courage — albeit nearly 30 years late 
— the gradual introduction of renew¬ 
able and clean sources of energy. 

Yours faithfully. 

G. A. KHOURY. 

Imperial College of Science, 
Technology and Medidne, 
Department of Civil Engineering, 
Imperial College Road. SW7 2BU. 
Deism ber 16. 


Bowled out 

From Mr Mike Foley 

Sir. I was fascinated to read of foe 
latest demonstration of male chauvin¬ 
ism in sport by the English Indoor 
Bowling Association when they de¬ 
clined to fulfil a fixture against the 
English Bowls flayers’ Association 
because foe EBPA team included two 
women bowlers (report, December 9). 

Bowls must be one of the lew sports 
where men and women can compete 
against each other on an equal fooling 
— perhaps this is what frightens Mr 
Bill Fowler. President of the EIBA 
It would be interesting ro reflect 
upon how much his attitude and that 
of his colleagues towards the women 
may change should the EIBA ever 
wish to dip into the funds of the 
National Lottery — only available if 
men and women are treated equally. 

Yours faithfully. 

MIKE FOLEY. 

13 Pollards Close. Goffs Oak. 
Hertfordshire EN7 5JP. 

December 10. 
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them good posts when they might 
have to take time off to fulfil family 
obligations. 

As a retired serial worker. ! know 
only too well foe long-term social 
problems that an insecure childhood 
can cause. Many single mothers 
might like to return to work but fee! 
their first responsibility is to care for 
their children and give them foe se¬ 
curity they need, and they should be 
helped in this rather than penalised. 

Yours faithfully. 

ELIZABETH RAY. 

Flat 2,66 Regency Square, 

Brighton BN1 2FF. 

From Mr Peter Turner 

Sir. Mrs Vemey Sergeant (letter, Dec¬ 
ember 13) champions wartime lone 
mothers, who would just “get on with 
it" and not “whinge" like their coun¬ 
terparts today, but there is a funda¬ 
mental difference in the two condi¬ 
tions. Wartime mothers were likely to 
be surrounded by their families, 
living, if not in foe same house, then in 
foe immediate neighbourhood, and 
would have received foe traditional 
support that families used to provide 
in so many different ways. 

In comparison, we now lead no¬ 
madic and lonely lives. Our families 
are spread far and wide, too remote 
and preoccupied with their own wor¬ 
ries to be able to provide any effective 
help and support. 

The loss of our social and family 
fabric is a major contributor to today’s 
welfare problems. 

Yours faithfully, 

PETER TURNER. 

Huntingtons. 

Tbeydon Road, Epping CM 16 4EF. 

anl64ef@aol.com 

December 13. 

From MrJ. R. Sharp 

Sir. The point is not whether those in 
receipt of child benefit, pensions, etc. 
are free to refuse them (letter. Decem¬ 
ber 15). but whether foe less altruistic 
who do not need them should be free 
to accept them. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN R. SHARP. 

55 TWining Brook Road. 

Cheadle Hulme, Cheadle SK8 5RJ. 
December 16. 


From Mr John H. Park 

Sir. Our ancestors abandoned tradi¬ 
tional timber construction for housing 
with the advent of the industrial Revo¬ 
lution (report and leading article, Dec¬ 
ember llj. Thai revolution provided 
cheap energy to use with our natural 
•day resource for brick manufacture: 
most of our hardwood forests had 
previously been lost to shipbuilding. 

As a result. UK housing stock is 
somewhat at odds with concerns over 
carbon-dioxide emissions, accounting 
for some one third of our annual ener¬ 
gy bill and indirectly responsible for 
foe release of an estimated 80 million 
tons of carbon dioxide into foe atmos¬ 
phere. To build in foe necessary ener¬ 
gy efficiency for foe future a return to 
a timber structure for domestic house 
construction, used for 90 per cent of 
low-rise housing in most developed 
countries, could reduce significantly 
our energy demands for domestic 
heating. 

If British houses were insulated to 
Swedish standards, heating bills 
could be cut by up to 90 per cent A 
four-bedroom house with a structural 
timber framework, constructed in foe 
UK in 1990 for an energy efficiency ex¬ 
hibition, cost £55 a year to heat in its 
first two years. 

Developers' energies should now be 
directed toward those unseen ele¬ 
ments that can add real value to a 
house. 

Yours faithfully, 

J. H. PARK 

(Proprietor, The Wood Consultancy). 
Suite 8, St Albans House, 

40 Lynchford Road, 

Famborough GU14 6EF. 

December 16. 


Woodrow Wyatt 

From Dr Julian Lewis, 

MP for New Forest East 
[Conservative) 

Sir. May I add a postscript to your 
comprehensive obituary of Woodrow 
Wyatt (December 9). which rightly 
noted his role “dose to the heart of foe 
revolution which took place in British 
politics during the 1980s". 

It was he who in 1984 identified foe 
weakness in foe Trade Union Act of 
that year, which failed to make postal 
ballots mandatory for key union 
elections. This was the start of a four- 
year campaign, in conjunction with 
Aims of Industry, the Freedom Asso¬ 
ciation and Policy Research Asso¬ 
ciates. which ended in success in foe 
1988 Employment Act. Far-left ballot¬ 
rigging was struck a mortal blow. 

Equally. Woodrow’s joint campaign 
with Lord Ore-Ewing led to stricter 
provisions for political impartiality 
being written into foe 1990 Broadcast¬ 
ing Acl These formed the basis for 
judging complaints about bias in poli¬ 
tical programmes. 

1 shall never forger the excitement of 
working with this dedicated and cour¬ 
ageous man, whose achievements in 
undermining foe anti-democratic left 
were second to none. 

Yours faithfully, 

JULIAN LEWIS. 

House of Commons. 

December 9. 


Rural deprivation 
without use of cars 

From the Bishop of Dorchester 
and the Director of the Oxfordshire 
Rural Community Council 

Sir, Mr Marlin Pawley wrote from 
Oxfordshire (letter. December 8) to 
say that “only a tiny percentage of 
rural households are without the use 
of a car". This must be challenged. 

With foe dedine in public transport, 
a car has ceased to be a luxury and be¬ 
come a necessity in rural areas. But 
the fact that the vast majority of rural 
households own a car (many more 
than one) should not obscure foe fact 
that a significant proportion of those 
who live in the countryside have only 
very restricted or indeed no access, 
mainly because another member of 
the household takes the car to work. 

The last census 11991) indicated that 
22 per cent of households in Oxford¬ 
shire had no car and 1995 research in 
foe rural north of foe county revealed 
13.2 per cent of households without a 
car. A recent study of deprivation in 
the county (The Other Oxfordshire, 
Margaret Moodie. 1997) confirms 
what foe Reverend Nick Read pointed 
out (letter, December 13). that fre¬ 
quently it is foe disabled, foe elderly, 
young mothers and low-income fami¬ 
lies who suffer from what planners 
call “locational disadvantage" or "spa¬ 
tial deprivation", but which means 
they do not have access to a car. 

It is ironic that foe experience of 
many rural organisations indicates 
that deprivation can be at its harshest 
in foe more affluent villages. Organis¬ 
ations such as the Rural Housing 
Trust indicate that foe need for social 
housing is greatest in these areas. 

At a time when the countryside is 
under threat from many quarters and 
when foe future of rural organisations 
such as foe Rural Development Com¬ 
mission are under threat, it is im¬ 
portant to recognise that not all rural 
dwellers are affluent. 

Yours faithfully, 
tANTHONY DORCHESTER, 
JOHN HARDWICKE 
(Director. Oxfordshire Rural 
Community Council). 

Holmby House. 

Sibford Ferris. Banbury 0X15 5RG. 
December 13. 


Garden dumped 

From Mr Philip Lowe 

Sir. You report today that a retired 
couple who transformed a Notting¬ 
hamshire rubbish tip into a garden 
without planning permission have 
been ordered to uproot their work. 

Is this happening in foe same coun¬ 
try where it is proposed to build 2.2 
million homes on farmland and in foe 
green belt in foe next 20 years (report, 
November 13: letters. November 21. 
25.28)? 

Yours faithfully. 

PHILIP LOWE. 

7 Lillys Road. 

Newport. Lincoln LNl 3DH. 
December 12. 

From Dr Ronald Smith 

Sir. I have just read with near disbe¬ 
lief the bureaucratic decision of Rush- 
diffe Borough Coundl to destroy foe 
result of eight years’ work by Mr and 
Mrs Leadley. 

Have these jacks-in-office no com¬ 
passion — or even common sense? 

Yours faithiuUy, 

R. C. SMITH. 

28 Thomey Green Road. 

Stowupland. Suffolk IP14 4AB. 

From Mr Robert Evans 

Sir, The manner in which Martin and 
Pauline Leadley are being forced to 
plough up their garden proves the old 
adage: no good deed will go unpun¬ 
ished. 

Yours faithfully. 

ROBERT EVANS. 

1304 Falcon Street. 

Anaheim, GA 92804, USA 
b-eva ns@ix.netcom.com 
December 12. 


First things first 

From MrS. J. Headers 

Sir. The churches’ attempt to reclaim 
the millennium for Christianity (re¬ 
port, December 5) mighr be better 
aimed at foe more immediate festival 
of Christmas. 

Yours faithfully, 

S. J. HENDERS. 

52 Station Road. 

Barton. Liverpool L39 7JN. 
se@campus.bt.com 


Reindeer recruit 

From Mr A. H. Davis 

Sir. 1 must correct die statement in 
your third editorial today. Santa's fly¬ 
ing sleigh is not drawn by red-nosed 
reindeer. 

Careful study of the words of the 
song Rudolf, the Red-nosed Reindeer 
will reveal that foe said Rudolf was re¬ 
cruited for the duration of only one 
particular foggy Christmas Eve. 
Santa is stated to have asked Rudolf: 
“Wont you guide my sleigh tonight?" 

There is no evidence that the em¬ 
ployment became permanent, despite 
foe fact that Rudolf was to “go down 
in his—tor—ee". 

Yours faithfully. 

A H. DAVIS. 

29 Cheny Lane. Hampton Magna, 
Warwick CV35 SSL 
December 15. 













COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
December i& The Lady Elion has 
succeeded the Lady Susan Hussey 
as Lady in Waiting to The Queen. 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
December 16: The Duke of York. 
CoJoneW/i-Chief. The Royal Irish 
Regiment, this afternoon received 
the folkwing officers: 

Lieutenant Colonel Robert 

KendelJ upon relinquishing his 
appointment as Commanding Of¬ 
ficer. 4lh/5th Battalion. The Royal 
Irish Rangers (Volunteers) and 
Lieutenant Colonel John Rollins 
upon assuming die appointment: 

lieutenant Colonel James 

Linford upon relinquishing his 
appointment as Chief of Staff. 
Regimental Headquarters, The 
Royal Irish Regiment, and 

Lieutenant Colonel James Jackson 
upon assuming the appointment; 
and 

Lieutenant Colonel John 

Deverdl upon relinquishing his 
appointment as Commanding Of¬ 
ficer. 8th (County Armagh and 
County Tyrone) Battalion, The 
Royal Irish Regiment. 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
December Ifc The Princess Royal. 
Patron, the Butler Trust, this 
morning visited Her Majesty^ 
Prison Wood hill. Tattenhoe Street. 
Milton Keynes, and was received 
by Her Majesty’s Lord-Lkutenant 
of Buckinghamshire (Sir Nigel 
Mobbs). 

Her Royal Highness this after¬ 
noon opened Panniter's School 
Sports Centre. High Elms Latte, 
Garston. near Watford, and was 
received by Her Majesty'S Lord- 

Lieutenant of Hertfordshire (Mr 

Simon Bowes Lyon). 

The Princess Royal. President. 
The Princess Royal Trust for 
Carers, later visited Hertfordshire 
Carers Centre, Sucklings Yard, 
Church Street. Ware, Hertford¬ 
shire, and Glaxo Wehcome. Park 
Road. 

Her Royal Highness, President. 
Save the Children Fund, this 
evening attended die 1997 Festival 
of Trees Gala Dinner at the 
Natural History Museum, London 
SW7. 

CLARENCE HOUSE 
December 16. Dame Frances 
Campbell-Preston has succeeded 
(he Hon Mrs Rhodes as Lady in 
Waiting to Queen Elizabeth The 
Queen Mother. 


ST JAMES’S PALACE 
December 16= The Prince of Wales, 
President. Business in the Com¬ 
munity. this morning held a report 
back seminar with business lead¬ 
ers who attended the autumn 1997 
“Swing is Believing" programme, 
which promotes business-driven 

community regeneration, at Si 
James’s Palace. 

His Royal Highness. Patron. 
Help the Aged, this afternoon 
visited a day centre for older 
people at the Peel Centre, Percy 
Circus. London WCI. 
KENSINGTON PALACE 
December 16c The Princess Mar¬ 
garet. Countess of Snowdon, CoJo- 
nd-in-Chief. The Light Dragoons, 
this afternoon received Lieutenant 
Cokmd Timothy Chedcetts upon 
relinquishing Ids appointment as 
Commanding Officer and Lieuten¬ 
ant Colonel David Rutherford- 
Jones upon assuming the 
appointment. 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
December 16: Princess Alice, 
Duchess of Gloucester. Patron, 
British Limbless Ex-Servicemen’s 
Association, this afternoon re¬ 
ceived Cokmd Henry Hugh Smith 
(Chairman) and Lieutenant Colo¬ 
nel Ray Holland (General 
Secretary). 

The Duke of Gloucester this 
evening attended a presentation of 
the "Story erf Christmas" at St 
George's Church. Hanover 
Square. London W1, and after¬ 
wards attended a Reception at the 
Wallace Collection. Manchester 
Square. 

The Duchess of Gloucester. Pa¬ 
tron. Parkinson'S Disease Society, 
this evening attended a Carol 
Concert at St Maryiebone Church, 
London NW|. 

THATCHED HOUSE LODGE 
RICHMOND PARK 
December 1& Princess Alexandra, 
Deputy Colonel-in-Chief of die 
light Infantry, this afternoo n re¬ 
ceived Lieutenant General J.F. 
Deverdl (Colonel of the Regimen tv 
Lieutenant Colonel A.M.W. Morti¬ 
mer upon relinquishing command 
of the Sth Battalion and Lieutenant 
Colond C.C.S. Booth upon assum¬ 
ing the command. 

Her Royal Highenss. accompa¬ 
nied by the Ri Hon Sir Angus 
Ogilvy. this evening attended Joy 
to the World, a Christmas 
Celebration at the Royal Albert 
Hall. London 5W7. 


School news 


Ardingly 

College 

The new Headmaster of Ardingly 
College, is to be Mr John Franklin. 
Deputy Headmaster of St Peter's 
College. Adelaide. He will succeed 
Mr James Flecker, who retires in 
September 1998. 

Mr Franklin, 44. was bom and 
educated in Australia. He has 
taught English in a variety of 
schools including Toowoomba 
Grammar School and Sedbergh 
School He also spent three years 
at Marlborough College where he 
taught English and was an Assis¬ 
tant Housemaster. Since 1993 he 
has been Deputy Head of St Peter's 
— one of Australia's oldest and 
most prestigious Anglican boys’ 
schools. His wife. Kim, is Head of 
English at Pembroke School a 
leading independent coeduca¬ 
tional school in the city. 


The Mount School 
York 

Autumn Term at The Mount 
School York culminated in our 
annual Christmas Meeting held 
on Sunday. December 14. The 
School has enjoyed an eventful 
term with some fine achievements, 
notably our fencers representing 
Great Britain in Europe and the 
presentation of almost £3,000 to 
the British Bobo Fellowship. The 
Spring Term commences on Tues¬ 
day. January 6,1998. 

Qnaintoo Half School. 

Harrow 

The Governors of Quaintort Hall 
School are pleased to announce the 
appointment of Mr Desmond Ban¬ 
ister, BA. AKG at present Senior 
Tutor at Royal Hospital School 
Stourbridge, as Headmaster hum 
September 1.1998. He succeeds Mr 
Peter Milner who is retiring after 
29 years service. 
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Paul Hoggard, a sand artist who spends his summers creating giant feces and figures < 
working on a figure from the Madonna and Child and &e Three Kings thathe is ma 
sculpture, which should be finished to m orrow. wlQ stand in an annex of Tram 


from ten tons of sand. The 
edral for three weeks 


Royal engagements University news I Memorial service 


The Prince of Wales. Patron. 
Philhannania Chorus, will attend 
a performance of Verdi’s Requiem 
at the Festival Hall at 7.10 to mark 
the 40th anniversary of the chorus. 
The Princess Royal, Patron. Nat¬ 
ional Association of Victims Sup- 
port Schemes, will attend a meeting 
or the advisory board. Church 
House. Westminster, at 1030; as 
Patron, Sense -The National Deaf- 
blind and Rubella Association, wflj 
attend a Ftioids Luncheon, Rut¬ 
land Trust. Rutland House, Rut¬ 
land Gardens. SW7. at 1230: and 
as President, Animal Health Trust, 
will attend the Christmas Celebra¬ 
tion dinner. Banqueting House. 
Whitehall, at 630. 

The Duchess of Gloucester will 
attend a Carols by Candlelight 
service at St Luke'S. Sydney Street, 
SW3. at 630 in aid of the Honeypot 
Home Charity. 

The Duchess of Kent will present 
the Children of Courage Awards, 
Westminster Abbey, at 1055. 


Birthdays today 

Mr Peter Blackburn, chairman. 
Nestfe UK, 57: Dame Maty Cart¬ 
wright, former Mistress, Giron 
College. Cambridge, 97; Professor 
Mark Casson, economist, 52; Mr 
Christopher Cazenove, actor. 52; 
Mr David CoBefl. chairman. Nat¬ 
ional Centre for Volunteering. 63; 
Viscount Daventty. 76; Lord de 
VilUers, 86; Lord Glenamara, CH. 
85; Mr Bernard Hill, actor. 53: 
Miss Gwendolen Kirby, former 
matron. Great Ormond Street 
Hospital for Children. 86; the Hon 
Dominic Lawson. Editor. The 
Sunday Telegraph, 42; Mr Tom 
Mayer, electronic engineer. 70; Mr 
Kerry Packer, chairman. Austra¬ 
lian publishing and broadcasting 
companies. 61; Sir Leonard Peach, 
former chairman.' Mice Com¬ 
plaints Authority. 65; Mr Robert 
Robinson, broadcaster. 71: Mr 
DAG. Smith, former Head¬ 
master, Bradford Grammar 
School 63; Mr Tommy Steele; 
actor and singer, 62; Baroness 
Strange, 70. 


Cambridge 
Emmanuel College 
The following Scholarship elec¬ 
tions have beat made 
Bachelor Scholars 
Thamer A Backhouse (Classics); 
Eom S Gillen (Music); 

Katherine S Griffiths (Modem 
Languages); 

Nathan MacDonald (Theology); 
Daniel B Radov (Natural 
Sciences). 

Senior Scholars 

J H Tom Boitham (Engineering); 
Nicholas G N Brown (Theology); 
Matthew J Bullimore (Theology); 
Neil M Douglas (Mathematics): 
Emily A Dyson (Natural Sciences); 
Peter J I Ellis (Medical Sciences): 
Ramin Farzaneh-Far (Medical 
Science^; 

Claire H L Fowler (Veterinary 
Sciences); 

Jason O J Freeman (Anglo-Saxon 
Norse and Celtic); 

Jennifer S Gibb (Natural Sciences); 
Colin A Green (Engineering); 
Katherine A Halsey (English); 
David R Hargreaves (Engin¬ 
eering); 


Mohamed F Hassan (Mathe¬ 
matics); 

Andrew E Holland (Natural 
Sciences); 

Robert L Jack (Natural Sciences); 
HQaxy J E Jones (Veterinary 
Sciences); 

T W Ada Ma (Medical Sciences): 
Anna K R Malpas (Modern 
Languages); 

Raul M McCburt (Engineerings 
James W Murray (Natural 
Sciences); 

Cbetan Narshi (Medical Sciences); 
John D Oates (English); 

David J Parkin (Engineering): 
PaulC Roberts (Engineering); 
Hugh M Robinson (Mathematics): 
Gideon S Santit (English); 

Daniel J Shepherd (Mathematics); 
Alana E A Tervo (Social and 
Political SdoKes); 

Jennie E VoQmer (Medical 

Sciences); 

Michele 5 L Wong (Medical 
Sciences); 

Elizabeth J Wynn (Natural 
Sciences). 

Organ Scholar 
Richard T Latham (Music). 


Anniversaries 


BIRTHS: Prince Rupert. Royalist 
commander in the rivQ war, 
Prague. 1619: Domenico Gmarasa, 
compose r . Naples, 1749; Sir 
Humphry Davy, inventor of the 
miners’ safety lamp, Penzance, 
1778; John Greenleaf Whittier, 
poet, Haverhill Massachusetts, 
1807: Jules de Gonoourt, diarist, 
fttris. 1830; Ford Madox Ford, 
novelist awl critic Merton, Surrey, 
1873: W.L Mackenzie King. Prime 
Minister of Canada 1921-26, 1926- 
30 and 1935-48, Berlin. Ontario, 
1874, 

DEATHS: Simon Bolivar, "Liber¬ 
ator of South America. Santa 
Marta. Colombia. 1830; William 
Thomson. 1st Baron Kelvin, physi¬ 
cist. Largs, Strathclyde. 1907; 


Elizabeth Garrett Anderson, phy¬ 
sician and advocate, of women’s 
rights to practise medicine, 
Aldeburgh. 1917;. - Sir Bernard 
SpQsbuiy. pathologist, London. 
1947; Dorothy L Sayers, detective 
novelist, essayist and translator, 
Witham, Essex. 1957; Harold Holt 
Prime Minister erf Australia 1966- 
67, drowned off Bortsea, Victoria, 
1967. 

The first powered flight was 
achieved by the Wright brothers in 
the Flyer/.at KOI Devil HOI. North 
Carolina, I9Q3. 

The Battle of the River Plate: the 
Graf Spee was scuttled off Monte¬ 
video, 1939. 

The closure of the Suez Canal 
resulted in petrol rationing, 1956. 


Professor K.W. Sykes 
A service of thanksgiVmg for the 
life of Professor KeUe Sykes, a 
former Vice-Principal of Queen 
Mary College, was held yesterday 
in the college chapel. The Rev 
David Peebles; chaplain, offici¬ 
ated. 

Professor Graham Zdlick, Prin¬ 
cipal. and. Professor Ray Bonnelt 
read the lessons. Professor Donald 
Bradley, FRS, and Professor Ber¬ 
nard Aylett gave addresses. 


Dinners 

Turners’ Company 
The Lord Mayor and the Sheriffs 
were die guests of honour at a 
ffinner given by die Master and 
Wardens of theTamers' Company 
last night at Apothecaries' HalL 
Mr Peter Francis Wortidge, Mas¬ 
ter. presided and presented the 
Lord Mayor with a burr, dm 
turned bowL 

During the evening the Master 
presented the Turners' Shield to 
the Team Leader of 128 (Ports¬ 
mouth) Reclamation company 
REME (Volunteers), who had won 
the field competition earlier this 
year.The Director-General Equip¬ 
ment Support for the Army and 
Masters and Clerks of City livery 
Companies were among the 
guests. 

Royal Naval Engineers* Dining 
dub 

Mr Alistair Cummins was die 
principal guest' at the annual 
dinner of the Royal Naval En¬ 
gineers’ Dining Club held last 
night at die Naval Club, Mayfair. 
Rear-Admiral JA Trewby was in 
the chair. 


Service luncheon 

RAF Chib 

Air Vice-Marshal PJ. Goddard, 
Chairman of the RAF Chib and 
Group Captain AJJL Banks, pre¬ 
sided jointly at the annual Christ¬ 
mas luncheon held at the Club last 
night 


Mr AJEJ). Cameron and 
Mfes JJL Stxtton-Scott-Tocker _ 
The engagement is announced 
between Alistair, ■ sod of Mr ana - 
Mrs EwenCarnerijn.'df Hsntnfr- 
wortfc. Northamptonshire.^ and 

■Luqr. daughter'Of Mr and MB 
Michael SuttotvScott-Tbcker. of 

Rjyersbridge, Dartmouth. Devon. 
Mr D.WJF. Coates : 

and Scnorta A Fcsrnfiuo 
The engagement is'anncwiwJ 

between David, elder Km of Mr 
and Mrs Michael Coates. « 
Hammersmith. London, ana 
Aminta, youngest daughter^ ot 
Seftor aid Sonora Ferrufino, of El 
Progreso. Honduras. 

Mr RJW. Coales 

and Miss S.L BoKon 

The engagement is announced 

between Richard, younger son of. 
Mr and Mrs Michael Coates, of 
Hammer smith-London, and 
■hmanilB; elder daughter of Mr 
and . -Mrs David -‘BgUon,. of 
"Shareham. Sussex: 

Mr JJ. Cross 

and Miss E. Dnrafek* _ _- 

The engagement is announced 
between Jeremy. elder son of the 
Rev James and Mrs Cross, of 
Stretford, Manchester, and Ewa, 
only daughter of -Mr and Mrs 
Wladyslaw Dundsfo. of Cbventry. 
West Midlands. 

Mr-LLEddis 
sad Miss JJP.Kotfler 
The engagement is announced 
between Jonathan,, eldest son of 
Mr and Mrs Richard Eddis, of 
Little Harkesley, Essex, and Polly.: 
eldest daughter of Mr and Mrs 
John RWfler, of Little Canberran, 

Worcestershirp. 

MrJ-G-B. Poxtmae 
and Miss SJL Mordaunt 
The engagement is announced 
between Jonathan, younger son of 
Mr Anthony Foreman, of Upton. 
Andover. Hampshire, and Mis 
Laurence McNaught. erf- Easton 
Royal Pewsey. Wiltshire, and 
Sophie, younger daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Christopher Mordaunt, 
of Brawty, North Yorkshire. 


Mr RJX. Heafe 

-nd Mi® M.G. Telenet 

The engagement is announced 

beIwe ^^^if !r nSfc 

and Mrs Trip , <» 


and Gabriels. daughK; of Scnor 
and Senora Horatio Telenta. of 
Entre Rios; Argentina. 

MrC-A. Hamilton 

and Miss LJ. Bread • 

jjL‘ Hamilton, of Teddtngam, 
Middlesex, and ^y* darter 
of Mr and Mrs R-HJ. Brand. of 
Chudleigh. Devon. f x 

The Hon S R-E-C James 
and Miss A.K. Gregory 
The engagement is announced 
between Sebastian, son of Lord 
and Lady Northhoume. of 
Bettesbanger, Kent, and Anna, 
daughter of Mr Anthony Gregory 
and Mrs Marie Gregory, both of 
SheffiekL Yorkshire. 

Mr M J. Sieberf 
and Miss G.E. Ferensoa 
"The engagement is announced 
between Matthew, dder son of Mr 
and Mrs John Siebert. of Lower 
Bourne, Farahanu Surrey, and 
Gillian, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
George Bsguson. of Fleet 
Hampshire- 

MrlA Tmtner - - 

and Miss A.V. Rcvett 
The engagement - is announced 
between Ian. son of Mr Allan 
Turner and the late Mis Jose 
Turner, of WaJderslade, Kent, and 
Amanda, youngest daughter of Mr 
and. Mrs Miles Revett,; of 
Seveiuaks. Rent. 

Marriage V 

Mr R-H.W. Galbraith 
and Mrs G.LJL Gibson 
The marriage took place on 
December 13, 1997, at the Orwell 
Church of Scotland. Milnathort 
between Robert, only am of Mr 
and Mrs Hamish Galbraith, of 
■ Kinnettas. Struhpeffer. to Gillian, 
younger daughter. of cite late 
Captain John Edingtan and’of Mrs 
Edingim, • of GLadsmidr, East 
Lothian. 


Latest wills 


Lionel Stuart George; company 
director, of Romiley. Stockport, 
Cheshire,. left estate valued at 
£2-274357 net 

Betty Highroad, of Bbndford St 
Mary, Bradford Forum. Dorset, 
left estate valued at £2.7)8556 net-. 
She left tiaooo to the fDsawmJ ro 
the Maraarei Green FoundaUon 
Trust and ts.ooo to the Church at 
Blandlord St Maty plus shares In her 
residuary estate to Cancer. Research 
Campaign. British Hean Founda¬ 
tion, Fnends of BLandlord Hospital. 
Dontay San cm ary. Cats Protection 
League. Cancer Relief MacmUtan . 
Fund, and Made carte Cancer Care 

Frauds Edward John Bkfefdy. of 
Aylesbury. Buckinghamshire, left 
estate valued at 0.095373 neL 
He lett £500 m Monks Risbofoagh 
(St Dunstairst PCC. 

Fay Bed Cofefarpok,' of Ascot,' 
Berkshire, left estate valued at 

_tUfel90n*._-_ .... 

She left £2400 to Toynbee Hall: 
£1.000 to the Distressed Gerulefalirs 
Aid Association. 

Gillian Mary Cuffiroore, erf 
BeaconsfiefcL Buckinghamshire, 
left estate valued at £1.226528 net. 
She left £50.000 to any registered . 
charity dealing with research Into 
and the treatment olcancer £30.000 
each to NS PCC, save the Children. 
Ian Rennie Hospice « Home, 
£20.000 each to the Royal Opera 
House Trust. Royal Commonwealth 
Society for-the Blind and Cancer 
RansfMacmman Fund. 

Joan IsabeDe Dorty, of Emsworth. 
Hampshire, left estate valued at 
E1324392net 

She left shares In her resktuary estate 
to Rpra. SNU. WRNS Benevolent 
Fund, PDS A and CPRE- 

James DaJgetiy Dongal of 


Heddoi on the Waft, Newcastle 
upon TVne. left estate valued at 
H.422ti66twL 

He left ESjOOO to the RSPCA and to 
ttwFDSA. 

Marjorie Mona Hayton. of 
M fln th or pe. Cambria, teft estage 


M Dn tfa or pft Cambria, left estage 
valued at £503232 net. 

She left shares bn h er estate to Kendal 
Mountain Rescue, Arthritis and 
Rheumatism Council for Research. 
British Bean Foundation, RNU, 
local canservattan. do South 
Lakeland District Council. Kendal. 
Marie Curie Cancer Care.. Cancer 
Research Campaign.' Christie's 
Hospital. WJihlngton. Manchester, 
and tbe Friends of Westmorland 
HosptmL 

Josephine Fkft4tr, of Sheffield. 
South Yorkshire left estate valued 
at £698355 net. 

Geoffrey Thomas Befl, of Kirk 
EHa. East Yorkshire, left estate 
yaUted at £923^65_net.. 

He left LriLOOO to Cancer Research 
Campaign and to Kirk Ella Parish 
PCCt ObOQ to the Sailors' Families 
Society; ez.ooo each to Friends of 
v^rdwe; Hull Bows Club; RNU. and 
York Diocesan Board of Finance: 

. £1,000 each to RAF Benevolent 
FUnti; NS Fee, and Age Concern: 
£500 each to Hull and East Riding 
Institute for the Blind, Holy Trinity 
church PCC of Hull ana Church 
Ann?- 

Margaret Kdland Iitdewood, of y . 
Gainsborough. Lincolnshire, left 1 
estate valued at £512356 net 
JuDa Abigail Oldridgr. of Barton 
on Humber. North Lincolnriure, 
left estate valued at £570,075 net- 
Nancy Kathleen Potter, of Harro¬ 
gate, North Yorkshire left estate 
valued at £5465164 net 


BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE; 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE: 0171 481 1982 
FAX; 0171 481 9313 


Cod Is not U» God o* the dead 
but of the tMaffi In Ma stflht i 
■U are aUva. Luka 20 : 38 I DEATHS 


CABROU. - On Dacoabn 14th 
at Tba Portland Hospital, to 
Lyun D>4a E rt a l tlw) aad 
noh,a son, Jordan At aremte r, 
theb gri ds and |OT- 

HABOOOO - On Daosmber Z4th 
at Ths FosUand Uo^dal, to 
Woodley and Rob, a 
daughter, Catherine 
Boll Oman (71bs UnX A 
fwhh iMtitw tax air and 
Mrs Richard Chaffin of 
Tus c alo os a, Ala bama, and Mr 
and M rs Lawrence Baboo cd 
of Ualmn, wantyh asn 























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































^ the time s Wednesday December i7 1997 _ 

‘-Slf-rT ^OBITUARIES 

n ' n i'lJ ' : 

c f*nt a „; STUBBY KAYE 

Vi i K * smbbyKaye. American 

* t I« I l-j, actor and singer, died in 

* * Uvl Los Angeles on 

December 15, aged 
79. He was born on 
November II, I91S. 


S tubby Kaye was fam¬ 
ous primarily for the 
performance of just 
one song in just one 
yshow: in 1950 he made his 
^Broadway debut creating the 
role of Nicely-Nicelv Johnson 
in Guys and Dolls, and 
slopped the show with his 
powerhouse rendition of foe 
spoof spiritual Sir Down . 
You're Rockin' the Boat. Tbe 
beginning was perfect. He was 
of a considerable girth, even 
then, and exploited it to foe 
full: when he was reprising foe 
role in die film version (along¬ 
side Marlon Brando and 
Frank Sinatra), the film's pro¬ 
ducer Sam Goldwyn kept 
circling him suspiciously to 
check that he was not losing 
weight, and when Kaye pro- 
rested that he weighed foe 
same as he always had, Gold¬ 
wyn replied tardy: “You’d 
better not lose any weight. 1 
hired you by the pound." 

Being overweight might 
seem a flimsy basis for 
showbusiness success, but 
■' Kaye had other talents which 
served him well. The frame 
helped him to produce a 
resonant voice, and his early 
work as an emcee for big 
bands and as a stand-up 
comedian honed his comic 
tuning and ability to point 
a song lyric. He not only 
looked right in the seedy, 
small-time gambling world of 
Damon Runyon, but put over 
foe sprightly words and 
bouncy melodies of Frank 
Loesser incomparably. All 
who subsequently played the 
role stood in his substantial 
• shadow. 

P Kaye, originally Bernard 
Kotzin and nicknamed Stubby 
for obvious reasons, was bom 
in New York and brought up 
against the tough background 
of the Bronx. He developed 
showbusines ambitions while 
still a schoolboy, and won a 
talent contest on the 'Major 
Bovtvs Amateur Hour on radio 
in 1939. appearing as a singer. 
It was as a singer, loo. that he 
made his professional debut at 
Loew's Boulevard Theatre in 
foe Bronx the same year, but 
for foe next three years he 
toured in vaudeville as a come- 



Stubby Kaye, left as Nicely-Nicefy in a scene from the 1955 film version of Guys and Dolls 


dian. Called up during foe 
war. he made his first London 
appearances in productions to 
entertain the troops and to 
display any showcase talent 
that found itself te m porarily in 
the service. 

Like many British all-round 
entertainers who cut (heir 
teeth in Ensa, he returned 
home after foe war to find no 
obvious demand for his tal¬ 
ents. He had, in effect, to start 
again, and took what work 
was offered, going bade to 
vaudeville (though foe touring 
circuit had greatly declined 
with changing fashions), and 
working on foe radio as com¬ 
pare for bands such as Charlie 
Barnett's and Freddie Mar- 
tints. He seemed to be getting 
nowhere until his big chance 
came up with the auditions for 
Guys and Dolls. He was 
immediately offered the role. 

The problem with such a 
sensational beginning is al¬ 
ways what to do for a follow¬ 
up. Kaye played the role in 
Guys and Dolls throughout its 
lengthy New York run. and 
during this tune he made his 


a small role 


a remake of foe French weepie 
Sans laisser tPadresse shot in 
New York. 

His enormous success as 
Nicely-Nicely was beginning 
to look like a jinx rather than 
a blessing when in 1955 he 
was called to Hollywood to 
play Nicely-Nicely again in 
Joseph Mankiewicz's expen¬ 
sive if rather stodgy film 
version of Guys and Dolls. In 
1956 be returned to Broadway 
to play a very similar role. 
Marryin' Sam. in the musical 
Lit Abner, a rustic romp 
based on foe American strip 
cartoon and composed by foe 
team responsible for Seven 
Brides for Seven Brothers. 
Gene de Paul and Johnnie 
Mercer. Both Kaye and the 
show were highly successful, 
and when foe time came for a 
film to be made, Kaye was 
called upon to reprise his 
original role for foe cameras. 

Once in Hollywood he 
thought he might as well stay 
there, and proceeded to appear 
in many movies, some of note 


and some eminently forgetta¬ 
ble. He was seen to particular 
advantage in a succession of 
small musicals which were 
then stiU being made, among 
them You Can't Run Away 
From It, Dick Powell’s musical 
remake of It Happened One 
Night, The Cool Mikado , a 
crudely modernised version of 
Gilbert and Sullivan which 
indicated how good Kaye 
mighi have been in foe origi¬ 
nal; Bob Fosse's dazzling ad¬ 
aptation of Sweet Charity, and 
Anthony Newley's curious 
ego-trip musical Can Hieron¬ 
ymus Merkin Ever Forget 
Mercy Humppe and Find 
True Happiness? 

One of Kaye's best-remem¬ 
bered roles around this time, 
away from musicals for once, 
was in foe comedy western 
Cat Ballou, where he and Nat 
King Cole played the strolling 
minstrels who recur through¬ 
out the action, commenting 
ironically on foe story. 

With the decline of film 
musicals which became 
marked in foe 1970s, Kaye 
returned to foe stage, and had 


a notable success, on tour and 
in New York, with a big 
revival of the Twenties musi¬ 
cal Good News, in which he 
played a character called 
Pooch Kearney. In 1975 he took 
over a leading role in foe 
topical farce The Ritz from 
Jack Weston. 

Back in the 1950s he had 
appeared in two short-lived 
television series. Love and 
Marriage and My Sister Ei¬ 
leen, and in the 1980s he did 
more, including foe ambitious 
mini-series Ellis Island. In 
1988 he was given, again for 
television, one of his most 
telling straight roles, in a new 
version of Clifford Odets's 
bitter showbusiness drama 
77re Big Knife. His last memo¬ 
rable (urn role required him to 
be heard but not seen, as one 
of the cartoon characters in 
Who Framed Roger Rabbit? 

Kaye died of cancer in his 
home in Los Angeles after a 
period of inactivity — but 
still remembered, if only as foe 
guy who first and definitively 
sang Sit Down, You're Rockin' 
the Boar. 


R os tin Fraser, former 
deputy president of the 
Royal College of 
Nursing, died on 
December 8 aged 70. She 
was born on 
May 21.1927. 


IT WAS only when she found 
herself widowed in her late 
forties with five children to 
support thar Roslin Fraser 
trained as a mental handicap 
nurse. She went on to become 
the first such nurse to be 
elected deputy president of 
foe Royal College of Nur¬ 
sing, traditionally foe bastion 
of reaching-hospttal niairons 
and general-trained nurses. 
She also served as a Mental 
Health Act commissioner. 

Roslin Fraser was educated 
at Dingwall Academy and at 
Edinburgh University, where 
she took a science degree and 
met her future husband. Mar¬ 
riage and foe arrival of her 
first baby prompted her to 
give up her PhD studies, in 
which she had been using 
botanical remains to trace the 
drift of continents. She got a 
job instead with D C Thom¬ 
son. the Dundee publishers of 
children’s comics and maga¬ 
zines; she wrote for foe Peo¬ 
ple's Friend and helped to 
launch the teenagers’ maga¬ 
zine Annabelle. She used her 
young children to model 
clothes for studio shots. 

Eventually her husband lan 
was made a consultant and 
foe medical superintendent of 
foe pioneering mental handi¬ 
cap hospital at Prudhoe, 
Northumberland. As a medi¬ 
cal student he had lost a 
kidney to nephritis, and as a 
result had been unable to get 
life insurance. In consequence, 
when he died young, his 
widow was faced with bring¬ 
ing up five children on a 
greatly reduced income. She 
promptly enrolled as a student 
nurse at her late husband's 
hospital and qualified when 
she was 4& 

The transformation from 
physician superintendent’s 
wife and hostess to mast 
junior nurse — which she 
undertook so that her children 
could have continuity in their 
schooling — was a dramatic 
one; “from dining out to 
wiping bottoms.- as she put it 
To make herself more ap¬ 
proachable to her young col¬ 
leagues she deliberately 
dropped Roslin for Roz. by 
which she was known in her 
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second career. She also be¬ 
came immediately involved in 
her professional body, the 
Royal College of Nursing. 

After working her way to 
charge nurse of the Behav¬ 
ioural Modification Unit ar 
Prudhoe. she became senior 
nurse tutor at Baldenon Hos¬ 
pital. Newark. She continued 
her involvement in foe Royal 
College of Nursing and was 
twice elected deputy president. 
As a Mental Health Act com¬ 
missioner she was involved 
with the special hospitals 
at Rampton. Ashworth and 
Broadmoor. 

A woman of immense ener¬ 
gy. she would set off at 4am. 
drive to a day’s work in 
London and return at mid¬ 
night. She travelled 35,000 
miles a year. She obtained a 
Florence Nightingale scholar¬ 
ship to look at community 
care, which had replaced men- 
ral handicap hospital care in 
America as it was scheduled to 
do in the United Kingdom. 
With her son Colin, she used a 
camper van as office and hotel 
and crossed 15 states. She later 
attended foe Women’s Confer¬ 
ence in Beijing and paid visits 
to Romania. 

She eschewed party politics 
but threw herself into cam¬ 
paigning and lobbying on a 


number of issues. .As well as 
chairing foe National Alliance 
of Women’s Organisations 
from 19%. she had been active 
on the race and ethnicity 
committee of the Royal Coll¬ 
ege of Nursing and in the 
Department for Education 
and Employment's advisory 
group un older workers, 
where she was able to draw on 
her own experience of taking 
up a career in later life. 

While working at foe Royal 
Botanic Gardens in Edin¬ 
burgh. before she abandoned 
her academic career, she had 
once been sent the stomach 
contents of a man found 
preserved in a bog. so that she 
could analyse the seeds he had 
ingested. She concluded that 
they pointed to ritualistic mur¬ 
der. It was perhaps the start of 
her great interest in archaeolo¬ 
gy. especially Egyptology, and 
in history — she was an 
enthusasric member of the 
Richard III Society. She liked 
researching foe lives of power¬ 
ful women, and was fascinat¬ 
ed by mysteries. At 70 she was 
contemplating a return to 
writing. Haring mastered a 
computer, she wanted to write 
a radio play on foe Piltdown 
man hoax. 

She is survived by her three 
sons and wo daughters. 


PROFESSOR FRANK MITCHELL 


Frank Mitchell FRS, 
archaeologist, died on 
November 25 aged 85. . 
i, He was born on 

i October 15.1912. 

FRANK MITCHELL was an 
outstanding scholar across a 
range of disciplines including 
geography, geology, botany. 


archaeology, art. ornithology 
and social history. His interest 
was foe Irish landscape and 
foe way in which generations 
since prehistoric times have 
shaped iL He combined 
insight and analytical ability 
with a gift for communicating 
and a modesty that made him 
a loved and admired figure. 


George Francis Mitchell 
was bom in Dublin, where he 
attended foe High School. His 
interests in the natural sci¬ 
ences were encouraged by his 
mother and by early visits to 
the Natural History Museum, 
where he met foe naturalist 
Arthur Wilson Stelfox. In 1930 
he went to Trinity College m 


read arts, but he soon 
switched to natural sciences. 

He once said that his life 
was “studded with lucky op¬ 
portunities’’. The first occ¬ 
urred in 1934 when he was 
chosen to work with Professor 
Knud Jessen of Copenhagen, 
who was then beginning foe 
first extensive programme of 
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paJaeoboianicaJ work in Ire¬ 
land. This contact provided 
Mitchell with one of his own 
continuing research interests, 
and his paper Post-Boreal 
Pollen Diagrams from Irish 
Raised Bogs in the Proceed¬ 
ings of foe Royal Irish Acade¬ 
my in 195b illustrates the way 
he developed paJaeobotanical 
work, particularly palynology. 
in Ireland. 

Mitchell had joined the 
faculty of Trinity in 1934; he 
was elected a fellow in 1944, 
was Reader in Irish Archaeol¬ 
ogy from 1959 to 1965 and held 
a specially created professor¬ 
ship in Quartemary Studies 
from 1965 until 1979. On his 
retirement he was made an 
emeritus fellow. During his 
career he was also involved in 
the administration of the coll¬ 
ege. as Junior Dean. 1945-51; 
Registrar. 1952-66; and as a 
Pro-Chancellor. 1985-88. 

The title of his chair reflec¬ 
ted foe width of his knowledge 
and in excavating a number 
of Mesolithic sites, including 
Sutton. Co Dublin, and 
Clonava. Lough Derravaragh. 
Co Westmeath, he was able to 
employ a multi-disdplinary 
approach to the study of early 
human settlement. A contri¬ 
bution to quartemary geo¬ 
morphology that he was par¬ 
ticularly proud of was the 
recognition that pingos — 
periglacial land forms pro¬ 
duced by the freeze-thaw effort 
of ice — were present in 
Ireland. 

In 1969 he and his wife Lucy 
bought the 18th-century Town- 
ley Hall, near Drogheda, Co 



Louth, which Trinity had ac¬ 
quired a decade earlier, and 
he ran it as a study centre for 
many years. Mitchell encour¬ 
aged George Eogan's initial 
excavation of a Neolithic site 
on the Townley Hal! estate 
and this was foe forerunner of 
the long-term research excava¬ 
tion at foe Knowth passage 
tomb complex. 


He himself became more 
widely known through his 
books: The Irish Landscape 
(1976), The Shell Guide to 
Reading the Irish Landscape 
(1986) and Reading the Irish 
Landscape (1997). the last writ¬ 
ten with Dr Michael Ryan. 
His involvement in promoting 
palaeo-environmental work in 
the urban excavations in Dub¬ 


lin was reflected in Archaeol¬ 
ogy and Environment in Early 
Dublin 11987). 

One pan of the Irish 
landscape that he came par¬ 
ticularly to love was Val¬ 
encia Island. Co Kerry, and 
this was the subject of his book 
Man and Environment in 
Valencia Island (1989). His 
enjoyment in putting small 
areas of the landscape under 
die microscope can also be 
seen in his work on the Greai 
Bog of Ardee. Co Lomh. which 
he wrote with Breeda Tuite 
and published in the Journal 
of the County Louth Archaeo¬ 
logical and Historical Socierv 
(1993). 

Mitchell was president of 
foe Royal Society of Antiquar¬ 
ies of Ireland. 1957-60. was 
elected a fellow of foe Royal 
Society in 1973 and was presi¬ 
dent of the Royal Irish Acad¬ 
emy from 1976 to 1979. He 
was a founder member of An 
Taisce — the National Trust 
for Ireland — in 1946, and 
served as its president from 
199) to 1993. 

Frank Mitchell self-depre¬ 
catingly referred to himself as 
a “ first-approximation man" 
who followed a line of interest 
for a while and then moved on 
to orher themes. In doing so he 
often radically altered the 
interpretation of the landscape 
and opened up new fields of 
inquiry. The Way that I Fol¬ 
lowed (1990) is a fining ac¬ 
count of his lifelong journey 
wandering through foe Irish 
landscape. 

His wife died in 1987: he is 
survived by his two daughters. 


GERMAN BAN ON 
‘ALL QUIET 

[FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT! 

BERLIN. Dec 16 
The Republican "Retchsbanner" organis¬ 
ation. in cooperation with foe German 
Socialist Party. last night held four mass 
meetings in Berlin to protest against the ban 
on the film AU Quiet on the Western Front. 
Much greater numbers of people seem io have 
gathered than assembled each night in the 
Nollendorf Plan in support of the Nazi 
agitation against foe film. Incidentally, foe 
Socialist Vorwans. in ironical reference to the 
fact that the film was banned in Germany as 
likely “to injure German prestige abroad" 
quotes a Danzig report that it has been 
forbidden in Poland as “crass pro-German 
propaganda". 

The matter came up today in foe Prussian 
Did where the Nationalists have brought m 
a motion of no confidence against foe 
Premier. Hctt Otto Braun, and the Minister 
of the Interior. Herr Severing, as repre¬ 
sentatives of a Government which was ready 
io protect the film throughout Prussia if it had 
not been banned throughout Germany. A 
Nationalist speaker bitterly attacked Heir 


ON THIS DAY 

December 17,1930 


The German novelist Erich Maria Remarque 
11898-1970) fought through the First World 
War and his novel All Quiet on the Western 
Front (Im Wes ten nicht NcuesJ hws a world¬ 
wide success, but the film met strong criticism 
nearer home. 

Braun for staling (in the Berliner TageMatl 
on Saturday) that he had been deeply moved 
by the film, that in his view it held nothing io 
wound a patriotic German, that he cuuld noi 
conceive how it could damage German 
prestige abroad, foal it fold foe (ruth, if only 
part of foe truth, about war. and that "a 
people which cannot bear the truth is 
surrendering itself." A Socialist Deputy, who 
spoke for an ex-Service men's organisation, 
formally protested against the ban. and 
remarked that Dr. Goebbeis. foe Nazi leader 
in Berlin, who led (he agitation against (he 
film, had not seen military service. There are 


many Germans who see in this film foe War 
as they found it. There are others who do noi. 
and as represemative of this school one may 
briefly quote the views of a German Cabinet 
Minister who served several years at the 
from, as a battery commander. The film, he 
says in effect, shows tinly one side of war and 
the coarse and animal ride at that. It ignores 
the idealism which, in the lighiesi of comers, 
was ever present in an overwhelming degree. 
The ideal side of war — enthusiasm, sacrifice 
and patriotism — do nyi play their due part in 
the film. The wore in which foe German 
shoots the Frenchman as an act of self- 
preservation and then begs for forgiveness 
gives foe impression or a murderer begging 
for pardon. In foe leave scenes the inability, 
known to all soldiers, to put in wnrd* the great 
experience of war Ls shown as repugnance of 
war. Finally the psychological effect of the 
film is largely influenced by die. for Germany, 
unfavourable oufeume of foe War. 

FILM DENOUNCED IN AUSTRIA 

VIENNA Dec 16 
Austrian National Socialist.'- have protested 
to foe authorities against (Ik? rnnheoming 
tschibition or foe film All Quiet on the 
Western Front in Vienna and have published 
threats of disorders if the performance is 
attempted. 
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Sotheby’s smuggling clampdown 

*^\eby*s is to tighten sale procedures to make sure it is as 
°*anas a whistle” after an inquiry into allegations of 
™iggimg art treasures. The auction house also said that it 
not handle anything where there was any suspicion that 

it tmght have been looted abroad. 

ft 16 ooc * e cont * uct was announced at a staff meeting 
$11 million investigation that staff had been rigging 
auctions and illegally exporting works of art .—.—Pages 1, g 

Warrant for arrest of Labour MP 

a A warrant for die arrest of Mohammed Sarwar, die 
^spoided Labour MP for Glasgow Govan, was on 
charges of election fraud. Mr Sarwar, 44, die millionaire 
businessman who became Britain’s first Muslim MPon May 1, 
was due to appear voluntarily at in a Glasgow Court - Page 1 

Badger cull 

Badgers are to be culled in trial 
areas to find the best way of 
halting toe increase in tuberculo¬ 
sis among dairy cattle_Page 9 

Tory poll 

Tory MPs are to hold a formal 
ballot for the first time this centur 
ry to settle the future of party 
leadership elections._Page 10 

Currency summit 

A summit of the shellshocked 
leaders of the crumbling former 
"tiger" economies in South-East 
Asia ended on a sombre note, 
with scant progress in solving the 
problems of the region's tumbling 
currencies_Page 12 

Mandela attack 

Nelson Mandela signalled a shift 
in African National Congress pol¬ 
icy away from racial reconcilia¬ 
tion to an attack on South Africa’s 
"liberal” whites-Page 13 

Art collection 

After a 13-year restoration costing 
£7 million, a 500-year-old Italian 
palazzo containing one of the fin¬ 
est collections of Roman sculp¬ 
ture and an in the world opened 
its doors.—...Page 14 

Thatcher model 

Venezuelans, weary of veteran 
politicians who are tainted by cor¬ 
ruption scandals, appear to want 
a six-fcwt former Miss Universe, 
who regards Baroness Thatcher 
as her "role model", as their next 
president-Page 15 


Chicken flu scare 

Chicken flu, which has already 
killed two people, may now be 
spreading person-to-person, 
health authorities in Hong Kong 
believe. If so, the danger of a 
world-wide epidemic will be 
greatly increased_Pagel 

Lawrence case 

Three youths who tried to “terrify 
and intimidate" the key witness 
in the Philip Lawrence murder 
trial were jailed-Pages L 7 

Beef rebellion 

The Government dismissed pre¬ 
dictions of mass civil disobedi¬ 
ence by meat traders after it faced 
a backlash at home and in 
Europe over its ban on sale of beef 
on the bone--Page 2 

IRA men guilty 

IRA terrorists who plotted to dev¬ 
astate London with a series of 
massive lorry bombs were jailed 
for up to 25 years at the Old 
Bailey-Page 4 

Parents jailed 

A couple who escaped a murder 
charge over the death of their 
baby daughter because of a legal 
loophole were jailed for seven and 
Sve years__...._—Page 5 

Year off advice 

School-leavers were advised to 
take a year off. rather than rush 
to university, after research 
showed -that the £178 million cost 
of dropouts would be cut by better 
preparation--page 6 


Clark accused of ‘colossal vanity’ 

■ Alan Clark’s "colossal vanity” caused him to complain when 
a series of spoof journals appeared under his name, the High 
Court was told. The MP who is seeking damages and an in¬ 
junction preventing the Evening Standard from further public¬ 
ation of “Alan Clark’s Secret Political Diary”, took his action to 
stamp out ridicule he richly deserved, it was claimed.-Page 3 



As Britain experienced Eastern European temperatures yesterday, a bather plunged into title freezing waters of a lake in Minsk. Kge 1 

mi 


Prudential: Britain’s biggest in¬ 
surance group yesterday again 
received stinging criticism 
from industry regulators, this time 
over the group’s direct sales 
force-Page 23 


The brewer yesterday sold 
1,400 pubs for £564 million and 
said it would return £850 million to 

shareholders .. Page 23 

Danka: Shares in Danka Business 
Systems more than halved, from 
51 Op to 2I7bp. after the company 
shocked the stodemarket with a 
profits warning-Page 23 

Markets: The FTSE100 rose 81.6 to 
5203.4. The sterling tradeweighted 
index rose from 102.4 to 103.0 after 
going up from $1.6329 to $1.6335 
and rising from DM28904 to 
DM29151_,_Page 26 


Football: Francis Lee, the chair¬ 
man of Manchester City, is consid¬ 
ering selling his stake in the dub, a 
move that would open the way for a 

takeover--— Page 44 

Cricket West Indies will meet Eng¬ 
land in the final of the Champions 
Trophy in Shaijah. Charlotte Ed¬ 
wards scored 173 not out In the 
women’s World Cup-Page 41 

Rugby union: Jim Fleming, who 
referred the classic drawn match 
between England arid New Zea¬ 
land. called for r efer ee in g to be¬ 
come a full-time profession after 
the 1999 World Cup_Page 40 

Boxing: Muhammad AH and Mi¬ 
chael Jackson. wQl be at ringside in 
New York to see Naseem Hamed 
defend his world featherweight 
title-Page 39 


TV ghosts: Twenty-five years ago 
we settled down to a televisual 
Christmas feast of religious pro¬ 
grammes. opera, ballet, comedy 
and sitcom. How things have 
changed___Page 30 

Mow booking: Clive Davis finds the 
hot spots on the bookshelf and 
picks the best of toeyear* tomes for 
jazz lovers, from a truly monumen¬ 
tal anthology to A Century of Jam, 
and Richard Cork finds plenty of 
Christmas gift ideas for discerning 
art lovers in books on everything 
from the Italian Renaissance to 
bodypainting ——-Pages 30.31 

News OTaah: Hecbt and MacAr- 
thur*s Broadway classic The Front 
Page gets a pacy, funny staging at 
toe Donmar arid it would be ab¬ 
surd to moralise-Page 32 



TOMORROW 


IN THE TIMES 

■ FILMS 

Geoff Brown feds a little 
jaded after seeing die 
bandit-beating Alex D. 
lira in Home Atone 3 

■ BOOKS 
Times reviewers 
enthuse about the books 
that have most. 
influenced them 


Open wide: Show the Stone set of 
teeth to dentists around toe country 
and tire type and cost of the work to 
be done will vary dramatically. 
Tony Dawe inyestigates-!*_Page 16 
Paranoia: “it ^unseemly for whip^ 
ping buys to come off strong with 
the Today programme, like stage 
gangsters or Ealing comedy trade 
unionists. Wanting of suspending 
co-operatiora”Nigefla Lawson on 
labour paranoia ——Page 16 
Pay up: In America, stores have 
computerised gift registers for child¬ 
ren, and even in Britain parents 
have to deal with toe click-on, 
-payout spirit of Christmas Page 17 


Beware: Poaching bosses may be 
acceptable but tempers invariably 
flare when secretaries are lured 
away by rivals businesses Page 34 


ktyfl dream: Many dty folk dream 
of a life without traffic jams, noise 
and pollution. But one family who 
tried the good life, has returned to 
the dty—1_:---Page 35 


Rather than trying to reassure the 
world about Yeltsin’S health by pro¬ 
viding exhaustive briefings, toe 
Kremlin is filtering news through a 
web of spakespeople. heavftyedited 
footage and exasperatingly incom¬ 
plete aimrmncemenfs 

— Moscow Times 


1 


m*SL 


preview: He was a charismatic 
President but he kept dangerous 
company. Secret Lives: JFK (Chan¬ 
nel 4) Review: Peter Barnard on TV 
motorraouths-Pages 38.39 


V-'r-.v.-" 




A reasonable bid 

The benefit to all London’s auction 
houses of cleaning their business is 
dearer now than it has ever 
been-Page 19 

Tories for democracy f 

The 1922 Committee should con- 
cattrale on 2002 and what it can do 
to advance the party's prospects. 
That requires a 100 per cent — not 
35 per cent — commitment to 
democracy .. Page 19 

Cry wolf in earnest • 

Beside the ox. the ass and the 

sheep, the wolf is an unusual candi¬ 
date for Christmas benevolence. 
But this is toe last chance for the 
Ethiopian wolf..—Pag* 19 
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SIMON JENKINS 

Bosnia is becoming Britain’s sec¬ 
ond Northern Ireland. In Ulster, 
military intervention in support of 
the dvil power was to be strictly 
temporary. That was a quarter cen- / 

tury ago^-— -Page IS 

ANTHONY BARNETT 

Mr Blair , has called for a modem 
Britain. The country is ahead of 
him and now has a settled desire 
for democracy, one that will even¬ 
tually find its expression in written 

cons t i t u tional wards--Page 18 

ALAN COREN 
Think about it A tenner will buy 
you, and toe H agues, a very accept¬ 
able egg-cup—:-Page 18 

PETER RIDDELL 

The real nanny state is the one run 
by toe Treasury. However much M 
toe Government talks about the T 
importance of decentralisation, the 
Treasury remains determined not 
to surrender central control over 
spending__Page 10 


Stubby Kayo, actor. Professor 
Frank Mitchell, archaeologist; Ros- 
lin Fraser, nurse _ -Page 21 


Beef ban; benefit cuts: rural depri¬ 
vation; renewable energy; Rudolf 
the red-nosed reindeer; sexism and 
bowls; gardens in the green belt; 
Woodrow Wyatt-Page 19 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,665 



ug bidden in crevice in beam 
tches sight of hot puddings? (7). 

5 came swirling round head of 
chiC? (9). 

;hfwright attack, short of 
wr up front (S). 
ten material shatters in pot 
sibly(25). 

Fuse to accept wrestling 

noeovre that’s forbidden (5.3). 
vri form of hat providing 
rr{6}. 

ns Buttering round me get 
ight in netting (6). 
nning article that’s fatally 
■active for insects (3-5). 
tver giving consecutive jaO 
fences? (4,5,4). 

ter such as Queen Elizabeth 11 
wrier tonsure? Q35)- 


Solution to Puzzle No 20,664 
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SfflSQBSBBB SDQEIB 
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nEnsffl snoBEraniiH 
hbbreebh 


27 Being no longer in service, rule of 
Captain Comoran’s broken? (7V 

28 I’d returned and left guri in a 
difficult situation (7). 

DOWN 

1 Favourites raised the pace (4). 

2 Leader of criminals to be impris¬ 
oned by soldiers for over four 
weeks (7). 

3 Combination of drinks and drug 
is a mistake (5). 

4 Appreciating iTs hard to get in all 
the petrol you need? (8). 

5 Citing meeting of North America 
and China? (6). 

6 One has men on board ready for 
an opponent (54). 

7 Open whb a play by Shaw (7). 

S Wear this out in toe street a 
casual garment (10). 

12 Origins erf some bendy res¬ 
idences newly erected getting 
urban acceptably (6,4). 

14 They may be shown up in {earned 
fields (9). 

16 Complete eighteen botes (3-5). 

18 Indistinctly pronounces a Welsh 
place name (7). 

20 Seal future fete of Brit about to 
undertake operation again (7J. 

21 Ply part of the coast (6). 

23 Exhausted? Quite toe reverse 
when everything's taken into 

account (23). 

24 It’S a type of hflL Some say (but 
only some) (4). 

Times Two Crossword, page 44 


L«»n Road and Weather conditions 
UK Wf di n all 1 0 #—S 0330 444-010 
UK Roads - All ragtom 0930401410 
wares 0334 401 >44 

raSmilMtlM 0330 401 747 

0334 401 744 
0330 401 0IO 
0334 401 384 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 
ne cyd o d paper made up 
43.9% of the raw mWenal lor 
UK new s p a per s m Bre 
second halo! 1996 


if ever business or 
cnyihing reowesyou 
*a breathe Swissair,. 
It's 


to know rivot Crossoac 
and Swissair be^ 
tween- tbem afot 7 
dciTy return ifigfcfir 
Lc « tf on — G e tr evo. 
Right's youTI find upt- 
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P General: ft wifi be windy and very 
cold over. the. whole country. The 
southern half of England and Wales 
.wfll have snow for a time, but the snow 
wfll turn to rain as milder ter spreads 
from the south. The northern half of 
England and Wales wiB have isolated 
snow flurries at first, but more 
widespread snow Is Bkefy before 
milder weather arrives In the evening^ 
Scotland and Northern Ireland wfll 
have a few-wintry showers, mainly in 
the east, but sleet and snow wfll move 
Into southern parts towards evening. 

Tonight England, Wales and North¬ 
ern Ireland w® become much mOder, 
but remain overcast, wet and windy. 
Scotland wifi have heavy sleet and 
drifting snow, turning to rain later. 

□ London, SE England, Central S ■ 
England, Channel Isle*, SW Eng¬ 
land, S Wales: overcast with out¬ 
breaks of sleet and snow, qutcWy 
turning to rain by midday. A strong 
southeasterly wind. Max 9C (48F), 
mildest to the evening. 

□ E Anglia, E Midlands, E Eng¬ 
land, W Midlands, N Wales, NW 


England, Lake District; Isle of Man, 
Central N England, NE England, N 


sleet and snow spreading 
during the day. with drifting on toe 
Nils. The snow wffl turn to rain later as 
ft becomes milder everywhere. A 
strong easterly'wind. Max 8C (46F). 
□ Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, 
Ab er de e n, Central Highlands, Mo¬ 
ray Rrth, NE Scotland, Orkney, 
Shetland: mostly cloudy with a few 
Bght sleet or snow flumes. A strong to 

S force easterly wind. Max 6C 

b - 

W Scotland, Glasgow, 

NW Scotland: mostly dry wSh a 
bright intervals. A strong to gale force 
easterly wind. Max 6C (43H.' 

□ Republic of Ireland: rate, sleet or 
snow moving nor*. Becoming drier 
but remaning misty. Wind easterly, 
strong, locally gate force. Max 6C 

Soutiook: much mflder every¬ 
where, but unsetfedwfm rate fofowed 
by sunny spells aid showers, ft wS 
become much less windy by Friday. 
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Moyne company sued oyer unpaid car bills 

Jon Ashworttf investigates the murky dealings 



The company used by Peter Mattsson and Thomas Jisander 


SWEDISH businessmen 
working with Lord Moyne 
spent up to £40,000 cm chauf¬ 
feur-driven cars in die six 
weeks before their arrest in 
connection with an alleged £50 
million fraud at Trustor, -the 
Swedish investment company. 

Invoices seen by The Times 
show that Peter Mattsson and 
Thomas Jisander ran up 
El,882 on an American stretch 
limousine, and regularly 
spent £500 on airport trans- 
fins. On one occasion, 
Mattsson and three guests 
cruised central London in a 
Bentley Brooklands, calling at 
bars and nightclubs including 
Trader Vies, Monte's, and 
Iceni — a regular haunt. The 
bill for the car came to £732. 

The cars were supplied by 
Wings of Desire, an upmarket 
limousine and motorcycle 
company, which is suing Lord 


Moyne's company, Guinness 
Management, for alleged non¬ 
payment of fees. A judgment 
in the sum of £6.451.51 was ob¬ 
tained on December 8 in the 
Centra] London County Court 
in favour of High Travel Limit¬ 
ed, trading as Wings of Desire. 

The move threatens a fur¬ 
ther embarrassment to Lord 
Mqyne, the author Jonathan 
Guinness, who fronted the 
purchase of a majority stake in 
Trustor in June. Nearly £50 
million in Trustor funds went 
missing soon afterwards, 
passing through Lord 
Moyne's London bank ac¬ 
count en route to various 
offshore destinations! The 


' bulk of the funds were traced 
to Luxembourg, where they 
were froten. 

Mr..-Mattsson-. and Mr 
Jisander- were arrested in 
Stockholm in early Novem¬ 
ber. A third irian, Joachim 
Pbsener, is being sought by 
police. Lord Moyne says he 
was taken in by the Swedes," 
and took immediate steps''to' 
protect Trustor shareholders’ 
funds upon realising some¬ 
thing was wrong. 

Guinness Management ac¬ 
cepts liability for two Wings of 
Desire invoices — including' 
the £1382 stretch Bmousirie — 
but denies any further liabil¬ 
ity. It says other sums were 


run-up : by Mr Mattsson and 
^ Mr Jisander without authori- 
: sation. It intends to contest the 
proceedings. 

The stretch limousine was 
hired by Guinness Manage¬ 
ment on October II. Mr 
Mattson and Mr. Jisander, 
accompanied by Lord Moyne 
and one other, travelled to 
Compton Beauchamp _ : near 
Swindon; returningtoLondon 
five_ hours later. Guinness 
Management, says the pur¬ 
pose was to visit “someone 
involved in the Trustor deal".. 

Inquiries reveal that Comp¬ 
ton Beauchamp is the country 
. home of Erik Feiiser, an 
anglophile Swedish banker 


and amateur horse breeder. 
Mr Ffenser controls a company 
called Yggdrasfl, which holds 
17.4 per cent in Cortecs Inter¬ 
national, the drug develop¬ 
ment company. 

Guinness Management ac¬ 
knowledge hiring a motorcy¬ 
cle to deliver documents to 
Biggin Hill airport in Kent on 
Sunday November 2, shortly 
before the Swedes were ar¬ 
rested. The documents were 
handed tc Mattsson. who then 
caught a flight to Luxembourg. 

A day earlier, Mr Jisander 
was taken to Heathrow to fly to 
an unknown destination. He 
handed the driver two gold 
credit cards with instructions 
to deliver them to the Lanes- 
borough Hotel. The cards were 
collected by a personal assis¬ 
tant to Lindsay Smallbone, 
Lord Moyne’s associate at 
Guinness Management 


Danka 
shares 
lose 60 % 
of their 
value 

By Paul Durman 

SHARES in Danka Busi¬ 
ness Systems, the Anglo- 
American photocopier 
company, lost almost 60 
per cent of their value 
yesterday when it said its 
profits would fall because 
of problems integrating its 
latest and biggest purchase. 

Danka. listed in London 
but run from Florida, saw 
its market value collapse 
from almost £12 billion to 
less than £500 million, as 
its shares dived from 510p 
to 217 hp — their lowest 
since 1993. 

The company blamed 
the loss of sales momen¬ 
tum it has suffered 
because of the integration 
of its original US photo¬ 
copier business with the 
Office Imaging operation 
bought from Eastman Ko¬ 
dak for about £440 million 
last year. 

Martin St Quinton, chief 
executive of Danka Inter¬ 
national, the group's Euro¬ 
pean arm. said: "Ifls our 
own fault We've not made 
the right management de¬ 
cisions, and we have not 
implemented them fast 
enough." 

Danka expects sales rev¬ 
enue will be about £30 
million below expectations 
in the third and fourth 
quarters, which will trans¬ 
late into pre-tax profits of 
about £80 million, against 
brokers' forecasts of £112 
million. Additionally, 
Danka will make a E12.6 
million charge against its 
third-quarter results to 
cover redundancy costs 
and a £6 million supply 
shortfall under its agree¬ 
ment with Kodak. 

Mr St Quinton said the 
problems meant the com¬ 
pany’s growth would be 
about a year behind its 
original targets. It is fore¬ 
casting that net earnings, 
for the year ending next 
March wilt be between 
£53.7 million and £55.9 
million (23Ap to 24.6p per 
share) on revenues of 
around £2 billion. 

704Tempus. page 26 


FSA condemns Prudential 
for management failures 


By Caroline Merrell 

THE Financial Services Au¬ 
thority (FSA), the new super- 
regulator, delivered a severe 
public reprimand to Pruden¬ 
tial Corporation, the UK’s 
biggest insurer. 

Tne FSA chose to deliver a 
damning attack on Prudential 
as its first regulatory action. 
However, a quirk in the 
regulatory system means tha 
Prudential will escape a fine. 
Others that have committed 
less serious rule infringements 
have suffered sbt-figure fines. 

A spokesman for Sir Peter 
Davis, Prudential’s chief exec¬ 
utive, said yesterday there was 
no question of Sir Peter resign¬ 
ing from his position. Sir Peter 
is also the man entrusted by 
the Government w run the 
Welfare to Work scheme. 

The FSA said yesterday an 
inspection of the company in 
February found it had fallal to 
correct previous serious rule 
breaches in connection with its 
direct sales force of 5,000. In 
June the Prudential took its 
sales force off the road for 
retraining — a process that 
rook until the end of Septem¬ 
ber. It refused to say yesterday 
how many of its sales force 
remain with the company. 

The damning comments 
from the FSA which is in the 
process of subsuming the other 
regulators, is the latest embar¬ 
rassment for Prudential, which 
has also been severely chas¬ 
tised by Helen Liddell, the 
Economic Secretary to the 
Treasury, for being slaw to deal 
with compensation claims for 
70,000 customers who may 
have been mis-sold personal 
pensions. The company has 
already received a public repri¬ 
mand from the Securities and 
Investments Board, a forerun¬ 
ner of the FSA 

As a resulr of the regulator's 
inspection in February Pruden¬ 
tial launched a complete over¬ 
haul of its management 
structure. Jim Sutcliffe, head of 
Prudential Assurance in the 
UK. Kippa Alliston, head of the 
direct sales force, and David 
Linnell. head of compliance, 
departed, and Sir Peter took 
direct responsibility for the UK 
operation alter Mr Sutcliffe's 

abrupt exit in September. 

Despite die extensive retrain¬ 
ing of the sales force, fbe FSA 



Sir Peter Davis said “We have had a lot to put right but no one should doubt... our determination to ensure that we have the best industry practices" 
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Monsoon 

Peter Simon, the founder of 
the Monsoon retail chain, and 
his family will be worth 
around £300 million when the 
women’s clothing and 
accessories group attempts to 
join the stock market again at 
the end of January. Page 24 

Celebration 

Terry Green; chief executive 
of Debenhams, is to celebrate 
the department store chain's 
independence from the 
Burton Group with a pay 
package of £3 million. 

Page 24 


■ The Financial Services 
Authority said Prudential 
Assurance failed to imple¬ 
ment adequately the requi¬ 
site corrective action in 
respect of several breaches 
identified by previous moni¬ 
toring visits. These included 
severe shortcomings in rela¬ 
tion to tbe training of its 
direct sales staff and their 
competence: The FSA said 
“the gravity, extent and na¬ 
ture" of contraventions iden¬ 
tified after a monitoring 
inspection visit Indicate: 

■ A deep-sealed and long¬ 
standing failure in manage¬ 
ment which prevented 


Prudential Assurance from 
recognising its own short 
comings; 

■ A failure satisfactorily to 
address and remedy defects 
previously identified; 

■ A cultural disposition 
against compliance that fil¬ 
tered through Prudential As¬ 
surance’s branch offices, 
their managers and advisers 

■ That unsuitable sales 
have been made; 

■ A failure to establish and 
maintain adequate systems, 
procedures and controls so 
as to ensure compliance 
with regulatory obligations. 
Such failing has necessitat¬ 


ed a fundamental restruc¬ 
turing by Prudential As¬ 
surance in the areas of 
compliance and training 
and competence; 

■ Thai Prudential had an 
organisational structure 
that allowed the cost of its 
own compliance arrange¬ 
ments to take precedence 
over the interests of its 
investors. . 

■ The FSA said it was 
satisfied that Prudential As¬ 
surance's conduct "has fall¬ 
en substantially below the 
standards that the public 
have a right to expect from a 
regulated firm." 


has insisted that a special 
compliance unit double checks 
all new policies sold by the 
divirion. The FSA said 
Prudential's conduct had fall¬ 
en substantially below the 
standards expected. It added: 
"The FSA expects Prudential 
Assurance to be able to orga¬ 
nise its own affairs in compli¬ 
ance with its regulatory 
obligations so as to ensure that 
its investors may benefit from 
the safeguards provided for by 
the regulatory system." 

Sir Peter said: “We have had 
a lot to pul right but no one 


should doubt the strength of 
our determination to ensure 
that we have the best industry 
practices in terms of selling 
and compliance. 

“The board and I want 
Prudential to achieve the high¬ 
est standard of integrity and 
probity in all of our businesses 
and we are working to ensure 
this happens.” 

John Elbourne, Prudential 
Assurance's managing direc¬ 
tor. admitted that the .com¬ 
pany had also begun to 
sample some of the thousands 
of life insurance savings poli¬ 


cies. that have already been 
sold by the direct sales force. 
The regulator is concerned 
that the sales force had been 
selling with-profits savings 
policies to non-ttuqrayers. 
These, policies have already 
been subject to tax which 
cannot be reclaimed by inves¬ 
tors; other products may be 
more suitable. Mr Elboume 
said die company would have 
to offer redress to any custom¬ 
er who had been mis-sold a life 
insurance savins plan. 


Comme ntary, page 25. 


Bass to return £850m after selling pubs 


By Adam Jones 

is to return £S50 million to 
olders after selling 1.42S pubs to 
□re capital team that includes 
f the UK's most successful 
■anr entrepeneurs. . 
market is now waiting for Bass 
ke a big acquisition,, possibly 
in Europe or the Far East After 
ng the ESSO million to sftare- 
» through a bonus issue of 
table preference shares, Bass 
would still be able to spend El-5 
or more, assuming that share- 
; approve the • return in 


The leased pubs are being bought by 
a venture headed by Hugh Osmond, 
the entre peneur and Pizza Express 
veteran, Roger Myers, co-founder of 
the Pelican group, which included Cafe 
Rouge and is now owned by 
Whitbread, and Alan McIntosh, a non¬ 
executive director of Topps Tiles, a 
current stock market high-flyer. 

BT Capital Partners Europe, the 
private equity arm of Bankers Trust, is 
funding the deal. The three members 
of die management team are also 
.investing “a significant” but undis- 
dosetf amount. The trio are all share¬ 
holders of Grovebase, which bought 
845 pubs from Nomura earlier this 


year. Mr McIntosh said there are no 
plans to merge the two ventures. 

The Bass pubs bong sold made an 
operating profit of E67 million before 
central charges, interest and tax. They 
are mainly smaller, tenanted houses, 
serving local communities, although 
there are about 100 aty centre sites. 

Richard North, Bass finance direc¬ 
tor, said: “Profit from these pubs over 
the last three years has been absolutely 
flat They have generated cash but 
have not grown." Bass will now 
concentrate on its managed estate. 
Paul Slattery, a Dresdner Klein wort 
Benson analyst, said Bass had received 
a good price for the pubs. Their new 


owners aim to expand the amount of 
food offered. Mr McIntosh said: 
"There are 400 pubs in this portfolio 
which don’t offer any food at all, not 
even a sandwich.” 

Mr McIntosh said they would 
continue to take Bass beers fait not on 
an exclusive basis. Staff will.be asked 
to come up with a name for the new 
venture in a competition. He said head 
office staffing would not be cut. ' 

The deal comes as a. blow to 
Nomura, which had been seen as a 
frttotnmner for. the Bass pubs. Bass 
shaos rose 4p to899p yesterday. 

Commentary, page 25 


One day everybody 
will live like this... 


...today you can 

Millennium Harbour, London’s most exciting 
and futuristic riverside development, designed to 
meet the living needs of the 2 1st Century. 

L 2 & 3 bedroom luxury abart.nc-.nts from 

£ 150,000 to £ 625,000 
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Regis Lemaitre is 
Bars Manager of the 
Old Course Hotel, 
St. Andrews. 

A lor of 
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(Islay) 



With a seventeen year old 
Islav single malt as subtle 
and as complex as Ardbeg 
everyone finds different 
elements that particularly 
appeal in its perfectly 
balanced flavour. 
Connoisseurs are agreed. 
however, that Ardbeg 
is one of the world's 
truly year malts. 

Find out for yourself what 
Ardbeg usves like to you 
by buying a bottle at 
Oddbins and other 
discerning specialists. 
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Debenhams chief earns 
£3m as demerger nears 


By Fraser Nelson 

TERRY GREEN, chief execu¬ 
tive of Debenhams, is to cele¬ 
brate the department store 
chain's independence from the 
Burton Group with a pay 
package of £3 million, taking 
the lion's share of a ElO million 
boardroom bonanza. 

Mr Green, who took the 
helm at Debenhams three 
years ago. has carved himself a 1 
£1.9 million Christmas bonus 
after cashing share options on 
top of his £662,000 salary. 

The group, which will pay 
£750,000 in bonuses to its four 
top directors this year, is also 
allowing everyone to cash in 
every snare option. This could 
trigger an extra £240,000. 

Joe Hoemer, who will rem¬ 
ain chief executive of the Burt¬ 
on Group when it is renamed 
Arcadia, was paid £816,000 but 
didnot cash in any of his share 
options — which are now worth 
£3.6 million. 

Each director wQl be given 
the chance to cash in every 
share option — including those 
which would otherwise remain 
locked up until 2003. However, 
the company suggested that 
many of the directors will 
transfer the options for use 
after the demerger. 

The company detailed the 
payouts in its demerger docu¬ 
ment yesterday which suggest¬ 
ed that Debenhams is likely to 
have a market capitalisation of 
£1.6 billion. It also published 
further details of its substantial 
roll-out plan which, it says, will 
create 4,000 jobs over the next 
three years after £300 million 
of expenditure. 

Mr Green was well received 
in the City yesterday after his 
first solo presentation as head 
of Debenhams. Burton Group 
shares rose2'4p to 143U p, valu¬ 
ing the company at £2.1 billion. 

Even after the demerger, the 
two companies will remain 
strongly linked through the 
Arcadia concessions which re¬ 
main trading in Debenhams 
department stores. 

The outlets, ranging from 
Top Man to Racing Green, 
generate 10 per cent of Deben¬ 
hams sales and enjoy a prefer¬ 
ential deal in hiring space. 

Mr Green said tins preferen¬ 
tial arrangement will be ended 
over the next three years, but 
played down analysts' fears 
that the Arcadia facias could 
drag profits by competing with 
Debenhams' extensive range of 



Terry Green, left, and Matthew Roberts, finance director, cam cash in all their share options 


own brands. The demerger, 
which should deliver cost sav¬ 
ings of up to £15 million a year, 
will be put to a shareholders' 
vote next Monday. If ap¬ 
proved, dealings of Deben¬ 


hams and Burton Group will 
begin on Boxing Day. 

Arcadia, which remains 
Britain's largest high street 
fashion retailer, made pre-tax 
profit of £20 million on sales of 


£1.4 billion in the-year to 
August 30. Debenhams made 
£120 million on sales of £1 3 
billion in die same period. 
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Caspian to 
site £40m 
arena at 
Elland Rd 

By Jason Niss£ 

CASPIAN GROUP, which 
owns Leeds United, the Pre¬ 
miership football dub, is to 
invest more than £50 million to 
bo dd a 14 , 000 -seat indoor arena 
next door to Leeds' ground at 
Elland Road and to redevelop 
one of the gro und’s stands. 

The move, which comes in 
tandem with Caspian changing 
its name to Leeds Sporting, will 
bring Leeds City Council in as a 
shareholder in the group, with 
the right to appoint a director to 
the board. 

The coonril is selling Leeds 
Sporting the freehold of EUand 
Road as well as most of the land 
around the stadium which is 
currently used for car parking, 
for a total of £11.6 million. 

Of this £25 million is pay¬ 
able in shares — giving the 
council a stake of slightly 
under 3 per oent — and 
another £13 milli on can be 
taken in shares. Councillor 
Alec Hudson, the council’s 
deputy leader, is expected to 
join Leeds Sporting’s board. 

The group has agreed to 
build the indoor arena on the 
site, which it estimates will 
cost £40 million. Leeds 
Sporting's new ice hockey and 
basketball teams will be 
based in the arena. Chris 
Akers, the group’s chairman, 
hopes to attract np to 25 
events, such as rock concerts,' 
each year. 

Leeds Sporting is also 
going to redevelop the West 
Stand of EUand Road to add 
5,000 extra seats and 32 new 
executive boxes. It is also 
looking for partners to build a 
200-room three star hotel and 
some restaurants and leisure 
facilities cm the site. 

Mr Akers said Leeds Sport¬ 
ing would be able to fund the 
whole redevelopment without 
going back to its sharehold¬ 
ers. The group wQl finalise the 
financing in the spring, but it 
is expected to include cither a 
bond issue or an investment 
by a third party. 

The group also published its 
results for the 18 months to 
June 30. It lost £337 million 
before tax. On a pro-forma 
basis, it lost E623 million in the 
year to June 30, largely because 
of a El).8 million loss on 
football player transfers. The 
loss per share for the year was 
227p and there is no dividend. 
The shares fell Up to 22\p. 


Banks accused 
of being ‘obtuse 
and unhelpful’ 


By Caroline Merrell 


THE National Consumer 
Council yesterday delivered a 
savage attack on the UK's 
banking industry, accusing 
banks of adopting an insensi¬ 
tive attitude to those who ran 
into financial difficulty. 

The NCC report compared 
the policies pledged by foe 
banks with the testimony of 
advice workers who deal with 
consumers fadng financial 
hardship. 

It claimed the banks had 
infringed their awn policies by 
treating hard-up customers in 
an unreasonable or intimidat¬ 
ing manner. The report 
emphasised the banks needed 
to improve if they were to live 
up to their 1997 revised code of 
practice. 

David Hatch. NCC chair¬ 
man. said: "Life'S upsets and 
upheavals — divorce, illness, 
unemployment — hit consum¬ 
ers in the pocket as well as in 
the face. Even the good things 
in life, like a new baby or a 
family wedding, can leave you 
suddenly strapped for cash. 

“ft's at these crucial times 
that customers too often find 
their banks at their most 
obtuse and unhelpful. A tem¬ 
porary shortage of cash spi¬ 


rals into a vicious circle of 
overdrafts, extra charges and 
bounced cheques. 

“But putting people in a 
position where they may lose 
their home, or be unable to 
pay essential bills simply pre¬ 
vents them becoming solvent 
again. That doesn’t help the 
bank or the customer.'’ 

While banks asked custom¬ 
ers in financial trouble to 
contact them early, the report 
said their attitude was often 
intimidatory. 



Hatch: hanks unhelpful 


Firms take 
the knife 
to canteen 
subsidies 

By Graham Searjeant 
FINANCIAL EDITOR 

COST-CONSCIOUS em¬ 
ployers have cut annual 
subsidies to works canteens 
and staff restaurants by an 
average of £25 per brad, a 
survey claims. But more 
employees are using them. 

Outside caterers have im¬ 
proved service and class 
distinctions are fading fast. 
73 per cent now having only 
one dining room. This has 
pushed subsidy costs per 
customer down by a quarter. 

The average subsidy came 
down from £210 per employ¬ 
ee in 1993 to E18S in 1996. but 
the cost per user fell by near¬ 
ly £100 ayear to £275, mainly 
through cutting waste, con- 
bolling food costs better and 
improving labour efficiency. 

Yet prices have been raised 
above the rate of inflation. 
Detoftteft Touche Hospitality 
and Leisure Consulting, who 
surveyed L000 sites serving 
260.000 people jointly with 
the Industrial Society, found 
that average prices for a 
standard basket of items rose 
33 per cent over the period, 
while the relevant price Index 
rose only 10 per cent and 
actual food costs 12 per cent 


Public spending 
below forecast 
of Chancellor 

ByAlasdajr Murray, economics correspondent 


GORDON BROWN remains 
cm course to undershoot the 
Government’s target for .pub¬ 
lic borrowing with the Trea¬ 
sury maintaining an iron grip 
on public spending, new data 
published yesterday showed. 

The public sector borrowing 
requirement (FBSR) for Nov¬ 
ember totalled £23 billion, 
compared with £2.6 billion 
last year. This leaves the total 
PSBR for the first eight 
months of the year standing at 
£6.6 billion, £113 billion lower 
than last year. 

Economists said the Chan¬ 
cellor was in a strong position 
to improve on the Treasury's 
PSBR forecast, even though it 
was only revised down from 
E10.9 million to £95 billion in 
the pre-Budget report last 
month. 

Adam Cole. UK economist 
at James Capel. said: “We 
continue to believe that the 
downwards revisions that the 
Chancellor made to his bor¬ 
rowing projections were over¬ 
cautious and an undershoot 
For the foil year is still likely." 

But David Hiffier. UK 
economist at Barclays Capital, 
gave warning that Mr Brown 
could still face a battle holding 


down public spending in the 
next few months as it Is dear 
that not all Labour MFs are 
prepared to accept "sticking to 
Kenneth Clarke’s ‘eye- 
wateringfy tight" spending 
targets." 

Central government depart¬ 
mental outlays were 4 per cent 
lower than last November, 
ensuring total spending this 
financial year is 1 per cent 
below the levels seen last year, 
compared with a predicted 
rise of 1.1 percent 

Economists, however, paint¬ 
ed to signs that tax receipts axe 
also below expected levels, 
with total receipts only 52 per 
cent ahead from last year 
compared with a forecast rise 
of&2 per cent 

Income tax receipts fell 
sharply due to lower corpora¬ 
tion tax revenues, which re¬ 
flect some companies 
changing the end of their 
financial year. There was also 
a negative impact from an 
alteration to the schedule for 
paying corporation tax. 

Receipts wfl] be boosted next 
month by the first instalment 
of the windfall levy, which will 
. add an extra £Z6 billion to die 
Treasury's coffers. 
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Tradepoint chiefs 
pay set at £250,000 

TRADEPOINT, the loss-making investtnait exchange, 
said yesterday that it is paying Nic Stuchfield, its new 
chief executive, £250,000 a year plus a perforinance; 
related bonus, Mr Stuchfield was also graitfea iour 
million share options, exercisable at 40p. Tradefxunt 
shares dosed at 60p yesterday, down 3p. One third of the 
options will be vested in November 1999. another thirdm 
November 2000, and the final tranche in November 2001. 
Mr Stuchfield joined Tradepoint from Barclays Coital 
Investors, where he was chief operating officer. 

Tradepoint made a loss of £3 million in the six months 
to Spetember 30. Last year, Gavin Casey, the cruel 
executive' of the London Stock Exchange, received 
£249,000 plus £41.000 in pension contributions for just 
under eight months' work after his appointment. 

BT to clarify price list 

BT will have to draw up a dear and comprehensive price 
list for its services after an intervention by Don 
Cruickshank, the Director-General of Telecomm u ruca- 
tions. Mr Cruickshank has issued a notice to BT saying he 
proposes to take action over the company’s failure to 
publish ah accurate and comprehensive list. Oftel found 
during an investigation that a number of prices were 
missing .from its list and has subsequently found further 
examples of undear or ambiguous entries. 

WIckes sales ahead 

WICKES, the DIY retailer that almost collapsed last year when 
it discovered a £50 million black hole in its accounts, yesterday 
issued an upbeat trading statement saying that like-for-Uke 
sales had risen 103 per cent in the 48 weeks to November 29. 
Shares in the company, which is still the subject of a Serious 
Fraud Office investigation, rose 44p to 254p. having plunged 
from a high of 8584p last year. Analysts now expect the 
company to report year-end pre-tax profits of £35 million in 
February, compared with previous forecasts of E6 million. 

Peter Black expands 

PETER BLACK HOLDINGS, the healthcare company, is 
acquiring Fterroscan (UK), a fellow supplier of vitamins, 
minerals and supplements, from Denmark’s Ferroscan 
A/S for around £35 million. Ferroscan is expected to report 
pre-tax profits of £3 million on turnover of around £22 
million in the current financial year. Peter Black is raising 
£185 million via a vendor placing of new shares at 370p. 
Existing shares rose 7p to 388 *2 p yesterday. Peter Black 
said the acquisition would enhance earnings next year. 

United Industries bid 

UNITED INDUSTRIES has made an agreed £135 million 
bid for Neepsend, the engineering group, which values it at 
55p a share. Shares in Neepsend rose lO'zp to SZbp in 
response even though it declared that it was in bid talks on 
November 26. Kenneth Coates. United chairman, said: ‘The 
acquisition is in line with our strategy to develop the 
company both organically and by acquisition." The offer 
entitles Neepsend shareholders to retain the net interim 
dividend of 05p a Neepsend share, payable on January 28. 

Care UK advances 

CARE UK. tile specialist care outsourcing company, lifted prof¬ 
its to £4.42 million from £352 million before tax and exceptional 
items in the year to September 30. In addition, the company 
raised E8.72 million from the Haven Management subsidiary 
and Care UK Investments. Adjusted earnings rose to 8.6p a 
share from 6.79p. The total dividend is increased to l-25p a mare 
from Ip with a (X85p final. The shares mseShp to 144p yesterday. 
The company has long-term tenders with City of Westminster 
social services and West Hertfordshire health authority. 

Warning hits Alumasc 

SHARES of Alumasc fell 63^ to 2424p after the engineering 
and construction products group gave warning that interim pre¬ 
tax profits would fall short of last year's comparable figure of 
E65 million. Although the second half would show an im¬ 
provement over the first-half results for the fall year, after charg¬ 
ing restructuring costs, profits would be below last year's £145 
miDion. A restructuring charge of £1 million will be incurred this 
year and next Alumasc said trading had been hit by variable 
demand and higher margin pressure for many products. 

Minmet extends search 

A WIDER exploration of a potential gold find in Devon is to 
begin in January 1998. Minmei. the Irish company sitting on 
the potential find nearCrediton. yesterday revealed details of 
a cash raising ro finance tiro further exploration. Minmet is 
putting a further £200.000 into Crediton Minerals via a I7p a 
share subscription for 1.176 million new shares. Shares in 
Minmet were unchanged at 5p yesterday. After yesterday’s 
announcement Minmet will increase its shareholding in 
Crediton from 7558 percent to 78.73 per cenL 
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Monsoon blows towards stock market with new flotation plan 

Simon holding worth £300m 


By George Sivell 


PETER SIMON, the founder 
of the Monsoon retail , chain, 
and his family will be worth 
about E300 million when the 
women's dothing and accesso¬ 
ries group attempts to join the 
stock market again at tiro end 
of nexr month- 
initial City estimates value 
Monsoon, founded by Mr 
Simon during 1973 with one 
shop in London’s Beauchamp 
Race, at between £2S0 million 
and £350 million. It was 
revealed yesterday that the 
com [any is 96 percent owned 
by two trusts based in Guern¬ 
sey operated by Crefit Suisse 
Trust as trustee on behalf of 
Mr Simon and his fam ily^ 

V previous attempt to float 


Monsoon was halted after 
brokers were unable to identi¬ 
fy ownership of about two 
thirds of the shares. 

NatWest Markets is spons¬ 
or to the float and NatWest 
Securities is stockbroker. In 
July 1996 BZW resigned as 
stockbroker to the flotation 
over what was believed to be 
tiro failure of Monsoon to 
darify ownership of two 
trusts, based in Malta, that 
owned 67 per cent of the 
company. It is believed that 
BZW found underwriting the 
issue difficult because of the 
Maltese jurisdiction in which 
such a large slab of the 
company was held. 

The BZW float is believed to 


have valued Monsoon at E250 
million. It is believed that Mr 
Simon lias been advised to 
diversify Ids investm en t s . No 
new money will be raised for 
the company during the insti¬ 
tutional placing although oth¬ 
er senior directors will be 
invited to participate. The 
outstanding 4 per cent of the 
company is already owned by 
directors and senior 
management 

Monsoon directors also 
believe that die fisting will 
help the company to reward 
its employees via share owner¬ 
ship and share options 
because if needs to attract and 
hang on to top quality 
managers. 


The group has grown to a 

chain of 200 Monsoon ami 
Accessorize oudets around the 
world. The first Accessorize 
store opened in Covent 
Garden in 1984. Profits before 
tax in the year to end May 
reached £25.4 million from 
sales of £108 million. The 
Monsoon format trades from 
103 locations in Britain, and 24 
overseas. Accessorize trades 
from 179 shops in Britain, 103 
of which are concessions with¬ 
in Monsoon outlets. Accessor¬ 
ize also operates four shops 
overseas-Tumaver has grown 
every year since foundation 
and trading profits have in¬ 
creased m each of tiro last 12 
years. 


Lose all your 
business records 
or save them. 

Guaranteed. 


Statistics show that 95% of data loss 
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S ir Peto-I^vis is one of the 
leading. Indus-; 

, fr^Jists* After, starting out 
^Jjamsbuiy, hemowdSjbe 
chief- eraamve <rf .Reed-Jkitw.'. 
national, restructurings pub- 
fching group and guiding rfto a 
surassful merger with Elsevier 
of TIk Netherlands. After fa]W 

outwrft the,Dutch, he tockl' 

pay off and was 

parachuted into - Prudential 
Corporation, where he was seen 
asju^ the man to bringstability 

gter the ousting of Mldc* 
Newmarch. He was knighted in 
Uk bist adarimsfrationTbuit was 
; ™enou^thoagttofbyQianr ■' 

!’ cellor Gordon. Brown. to be’ 
invited to head the Welfare-to- 
Work initiative. Nonetheless, if. 
&r Peter is not carefal, this 
glorious career is about to mm- 
to an ignorainousend. 

Was it arrogance^ bad advice 
or sneer bravado that led Sir - 
Peter to puthimself at the centre 
of die hiscompariy’s -pie Man ; 
from the Pru" advertising cam- - 
paign? Ir does not matter. Sir 
Peter appears on our TVscreens 
saying “you can trust rae". But 
- the new Financial Services Au- 
. tharity says the Pru has “a deep- . 
sealed and long-s tanding , failur e' 
in ‘ management”, “a cultural 

ara^^Sowed die cost*ofjts own_ 
compliance to take precedence . 
oyer the interest or ifo own 
investors^. It mis-sold pensions 
and it mis-sold life assurance. It 
used a reputation created over : 
decadesafimouraibtebdjaviour ' 




tqjrip off customers. And it is not 
■lone.According to Directline 
— which admittedly might have 
a vested interest in playing up 
problems V ia the; last 
seven years, life companies have 
pocketed £500-xatifion" of-tax 
Brakes intended for pepplewho 
-took'up perso na }j pepska r pfc?mr 
thanks to high up-front charges 
ahd ■ poor redentotiaii. vahres. 
According io the Office of Fair; 
Trading, financial services com-> 
pany selling- to the elderly rou¬ 
tineer rip mem. oft And when, 
Helen yddeD, the . Etonomic 
Secretary,' took to naming and 
shaming the firms that mis-sold 
pensions and were tardy - In 
paying compensation, die list' 
stretched to coyeirfhe lion's share 
oftheindustiry. 

Does this excuse Sir Peter? Na 
Though he came to the Pru from 
outside, he wa£ a non-executive - 
director for many years. Yes¬ 
terday he said he did not realise., 
toe extent of. toe- problems- until. 
nehadbeenchie^execiitiveforlS 
months, and then it took him 
another, year to realise that the 
only way to solya the problem 
was to get rid of Jim Sutchfe, 7 . 
who rah toe Pru-in toe UK, and 
take charge himself. In otitef 
words, it took one of toe UK’s 
best paid and roo^t repected 



COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


business leaders more than 26 
months , to realise there was 
something rotten at toe heart of. 
.^te^^to^tog^he ran and do 

Thetxmttoq is not totally Wack. 
The FSA says toe Pru has shown 
improvements. Will this be 
encugh? Sir Peter has taken a high 
profile, on this matter and eff¬ 
ectively named and shamed hira- 
sel£ His credibility and that of the 
Pru is fragile! Drastic action is 
needed to redeem the situation. 

Calling tiine on a 
brewer’s diversion 

. X T -Thayever else can be said 
■\/\f about Bass, it certainly 
V knows hcrw to seU 
things..The hkes of Matthew 
Clark and Menydown can tes¬ 
tify to the. brewers abffity to 
market its odiousalcopop, 
Hooch. Gaxlsberg-Tetley is feel¬ 
ing the coldblast from brands 
such as Carling Black Label. 


Caffireys and Worthington. And 
in succesive days, Bass has 
persuaded two buy-in teams — 
one backed by PPM Yenmres, 
toe otoer by Bankers Trust — id 
take tired, low growth assets off 
Bass’s hands for fancy prices. 

Yesterday’s deal is, if anything, 
even better than Monday’s sate 
of the Gala bingo operation. 
Gala may not have any growth 
in it, but it is - the sort of tiling 
management buy-ins are made 
of, throwing off cash to. fund 
interest payments on the debt in 
toe deal while the managers 
hope to squeeze die sort of 
margins mat big companies 
often fail to find. Sn- Ian Prosser 
was glad to be rid of if and must 
haveBeen toughing all the way to 
the bank when the cheque-for 
£279 million was delivered. 

The pubs'deal was even better. 
Bass managed to persuade a 
team including Hugh Osmond of 
Pizza Express aod Roger Miles of 
Cafo Rouge to enter into a 
bidding war with Nomura, 


which in the past has been able to 
pay more foe pubs than anyone 
else through the simple expedi¬ 
ent of needing a much lower 
return on capital than most otoer 
organisations. Bass therefore re¬ 
ceives £573 mHlion for a low 
growth business ft does not want 
ahead of what titany foe! will be a 
plateau in the leisure sector as 
the economy slows. Bass still has 
one remaining low growth and 
unloved business — Coral rac¬ 
ing. If all goes to. form, this 
should be heading out the stable 
door in the not too far distant 
future at a fancy price. , 

• However, all these sales create 
their own problem — wfiat to do 
with the money? Bass is giving 
£850 million bade to sharehold¬ 
ers but it still has about £13 
billion burning a hole in its 
: pocket What will it spend it on? 
Greenalls? Vaux? Internationa] 
hotels? How about not spending 
this money. Instead of growing, 
maybe Bass should shrink. 

Piibs and hotels often go well 


together, but brewing and hotels 
rarely do. Holiday Inns has 
never been a terribly good buri¬ 
es* for Bass and it detracts from 
the business which Bass is good 
at drinks. So on Sir Ian 
Demerge hotels so rt can either 
tonye or be bought by someone 
dedicated to toe hotels business 
Give toe spare cash to sharehold¬ 
ers and concentrate on brewing. 

No money is dirty 
if you are broke 

G overnments would 
sweep the illegal “black 
economy" under the car¬ 
pet were it not under the carpet 
already. It is a living insult to the 
stare. Which has failed to reach 
millions of people who work and 
trade without paying the same 
taxes as everyone else. 

In Western countries, these 
bands of outlaws compound 
their felony by claiming soda! 
security benefits to which they 
- are not entitled. In all countries 
they tend to corrupt 
They corrupt workers who are 
forced by employers to operate 
outside the system and can be 
blackmailed into further crimes. 
They corrupt consumers, who 
become willing accessories to 


save VAT on home repairs. They 
corrupt honest employers who 
have to cut comers to compete. 
They corrupt officials and they 
corrupt Swiss banks. 

No wonder the IMF purred 
when South Korea brought in 
laws to force people to use their 
own names in ail financial 
transactions. No cost-saving 
nominees for them. 

In times of need, however, the 
black economy can come in jolly 
handy. Pragmatists in Italy want 
to add as much of the unmeasur¬ 
able as they dare to their mea¬ 
sured national income to pass 
Maastricht tests on debt ratios. 

Korea is in greater need. So it 
plans to waive the law and issue 
$2 billion in “false name" bonds 
that you can buy, own or sell in 
any name you please as long as 
you lend the Government your 
tU-gotten cash. You can, it seems, 
rely on the criminal classes much 
more than on die IMF. 

European union 

COMMERCIAL UNION is never 
likely to be the same again when 
Pehr Gyllenhammar, once boss of 
Skandia Life and Volvo, the 
chair. CU was long the most 
Eurojte-minded of composites, un¬ 
til BAT met Zurich. Sweden's top 
francophile is something else. His 
plan to merge Volvo into Renault 
was too much for other Swedes, 
but so much of UK finance has 
fallen into foreign hands that few 
would notice another proud dom¬ 
ino fall. 


Upbeat 
Toad 
cuts loss 

Toad, the car security com¬ 
pany which has the back¬ 
ing of Nod Edmonds, the 
TV personality, yesterday 
said it had mare than 
halved pretax fosses from 
£23 nrimonio £1.1 milli on 
in the six months to Sep¬ 
tember 30. 

Although turnover rose 
only 6 per cent from £2.7 
million to £28 million. 
Kevin Gray- the compa¬ 
ny's chief executive, said 
lie would be disappointed 
if turnover did not hugely 
increase within two years. 

The positive outlook will - 
perhaps come too late for 
many investor? Trim have 
seen the value of their. 
shares collapse from U7fzp 
to 20p since last year. They 
rose J^p to ZIVp after /, 
yesterday's results. How¬ 
ever# . toe nydto .<$ ‘ 
Chris Evans, die biotech- ' 
nofogy entrepreneur 'and 
star of toe City who helped 
to oeateToad, relies on its 
long-term success. 

Toad’s losses per dupe 
fell from H3p to4J5p. and. 
again no dhSdead wffl be 
paid. The anspany is ex¬ 
pected m mow mto profit 
next year. 


‘slows down’ 

New figures ’ from 
Barclays have confirmed 
the slowdown in growth in. 
the housing market . Ac-: 
cording to the bank’s 
Mortgage Index, which is 
based on the flow of funds, 
through satidtor^ deposit 
accounts, leading dropped 
4 per cent last'.month to 
£6.7 bfflion. thethird fall in 
four months. This is 1 per 
cent down on the level last 
November. _ 
Successive rises in inter¬ 
est rales have dented 
homeowners' belief in ris¬ 
ing house prices. Fifty-one 
per cent of people sur¬ 
veyed by the bank, thought 
their homes- would be 
worth more in 12-months' 
time, down 6 per cent. At 
die same time competition 
amongst homefauyers has 
waneodightiy. For every 
ten properties on the mar 
ket toere are now 21 people 
.wasting to buy a~ borne, 
compared with 23 three 


Kenwood fall 

Kenwood, the electrical 
appliances manufacture^ 

stoqtafo* of stetfcig bad 
\rip<-d almost Octillion 

jjjtoy*saw pretax profits 
for 1 the six ninths ® 
October 3 din from £*3. 
nffito to &2 million. 
wfrSe-sales 

mOfionto' Effl mflfian-Th^ 
shares feHfo 
Eapings pcr share foil fo 
Stip (*.9p*. There is *> 
,5Sta^03Spl. 

RJR jobs to go 

rjr Nabisco Holding* 

the US food and 
conqwaji ls ^ent 

jobs wuridwide. 

££jch owns tan*.**; 

asGwnasaiditwoddbe 

talents' * fotfraHpssp™. 
- J. mitnonl 


SSW rrenw 
cfastge ttf coyer 

tos&T and writedown m 

S ^ job loses WiD 



First Choice 
takes off 
in spite of 
costly errors 

By Marianne Curphey 


Alan Rf^wdS. lefo and Lord Darerinxty believe that Greenalls is punching its weight in investment terms without throwing money at the business 

Greenalls to pour in £200m 


as 


rise 


. By Chris Ayres 

GREENALLS,: the pubs and 
leisure group stiff recovering: 
from a shock profits wanting 
in SepCBfcber, yesterday 1 ad- 
rrtitted thar-it had suffered a 
difficult year and refused to 
ray whether or not it was in 
takeover talks. : . 

■ There was some room for 
Chriflmas cheer, however, as 
toe g?pup reported a 6per.cent- 
rise in pre-tax profit for the 
year to September 26 -from' 
£149 million to £157 million. 
Shares in toe company rose 
14p to 422‘ap, a significant 
recovery from its-315p tow in 
November, but still along way 
from its high of633p lastyear. 

Alan RomwelL financedirec- 


ALUED DOMECQ, toe drinks and retailing 
group with such brands as BaUantme’s Scotch 
and Kg Steak Pubs, yesterday said it had 
signed a deal to introduce a wider range of 
beers to its 3.700 outlets (Chris Ayres writes). 

The move r- which represents a major 
itoan^e in its beer supply arrangements — 
indudes a deal with Scottish Courage, one of 
the UK’s biggest brewers, which will see 


Foster’s lager distributed to about 700 of 
Allied'S managed and tenanted pubs. 

Allied’s decision to widen its range of beers 
conies after a shake-up at Caristeiy-Tetiey. 
-which nsed to be jointly owned by Allied and 
Carisberg, the Danish brewer. In June Margar¬ 
et Beckett President of the Board of Trade, 
blocked the sale of Carttoerg-Tetiey to Bass. The 
company’s main shareholder is now Carisberg. 


tor, said: “We reaignise that 
1996-97 was a disappointing 
year, but toe best way to get 
over tins is to p er fo rm weff." 

. The company* share price 
, was hh when Lord Daresbury, 
chief otecutive, said that ex- 
" pendrturehad slowed downat 
a tinte .when tbs company^ 
rivals were pumping enor¬ 


mous amounts of cash into 
retail pub concepts. 

“Any operator who says 
they haven’t got a problem 
with the doubling of capital 
expenditure nationally cannot 
be serious,” Mr Roth well add¬ 
ed yesterday. “But we fed 
weYe now punching our 
weight in expenditure. aJ- 



■ ^ Raymond Snoddy 

* '^Mediaedctor. . 

SHAKES in - Seeuricor, toe 
security, distributrarand tele¬ 
communications group,, 
dropped by Bp to 294p m a 
. rising market yesterday after 
the cmnpwfy^disdased ashaip 
toopin pretax profit -1 : . 

■ Hi iey- pkonmeted i from. 
£107.4. zmliiim for tiie^ear to 
September 30 last time to £31.4 
njflhon, mainly, beraure of 
; exceptional items and.aiscon- 

tiriuedTOperaticHts of £7 0 

lion, rmainly fr?”? 1 “*■ 

communications tfivisxm. 

Eyra before toese were tak¬ 
en; into account, Secunctff^ 
pre-tax profits feB 
million in 1996 to £I 0L4.mfii 

’ ^ore £i£ 44 mfllitto'raroe 
frtoa losses on dpsure of toe. 
seoaiate service provider for 
Ceflnet. its mobile jtoone joint 
vaiture wito BT, eqrgmer. - 
and sinal? busine® sitoscrib, 
ere' were sold to Ceffnet 3*]d 



Wiggs: exceptional losses 

corporate customers to Maitin 
Dawes. A further £20 l 8 m3- 
. lion, came from ''.Securicort 
share of an abandoned ratb- 

■ pater bffling systart. City ana¬ 
lysts are now looking for pre- 

■ tax profits, of between £110 
million to £120 tmOicsi for the 
current finanpialyear... 

; Sir Neil Macfarlane, 
Securicorchairman, said, yes- 1 


terday that “We have made a 
good - start to the current 
period". 

.The company, whose chief 
executive is Roger Wiggs, 

. showed 27 per cent profit in its 
security and distribution busi¬ 
nesses to £48 million. Profits 

• from Securicort 40 per pent 

• stake in Cellnet rose from 
£76.6 million to £79 million. 

’ lntdc. the wirdes commun¬ 
ications company in the US. 
lost £13 million. 

Securicbr said, yesterday it 
had .no knowledge of reports 
that the Department of Trade 
and Industry planned to 
change toe roles, enabling BT 
to buy its 40 per cent Cellnet 
stake. Christopher Shirtliffe, 
finance director,* said 
Securicor would be prepared 

to sell at toe rigir price if toe 
rules allowed. 

Securicor is. increasing its 
total dividend by 12.1,per cent 
to l-35p, making I.74p for the 

• fojl year, an increase of II.7 

percent V 


though we’re not throwing 
money at toe business." 

Speculation has surrounded 
Greenalls since September 
that rivals such as Whitbread 
and Bass are preparing take¬ 
over bids. The company,. 
which owns such brands as 
Henry's Cafe Bars. Henry'S 
Table and Miller’s Kitchen. 


National 
must sell 
Citylink 

By Our Industrial Staff 

MARGARET BECKETT, 
toe President of the Board of 
Trade, has ruled that the 
National Express Group, 
which acquired the ScotRaff 
franchise earlier this year, 
must sell Scottish Citylink, 
its subsidiary. 

The derision follows a 
ruling by the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission 
of a conflict of interest 
between some of the coach 
services operated by Nat¬ 
ional Express and ScotRaff. 

The report concluded that 
nin e routes operated by 
Citylink overlapped with' 

ScotRail.train sendees and 
could possibly lead to an 
increase in fares. 

National Express said 
yesterday that it was disap¬ 
pointed with the outcome, 
bin added that they had 
been expecting the decision 
“for sometime”. 


still refuses to comment As 
expected by analysts. Green¬ 
alls said planned expenditure 
for the year ahead would be 
more than £200 million. It also 
announced a restructuring of 
its pub and pub restaurant 
businesses, including the 
transfer of 324 pubs from its 
managed estate to its franchis¬ 
ed and tenanted operations. 

Total turnover was almost 
unchanged at £1.1 billion, with 
earnings per share rising 3.6 
per cent from 40_2Sp to 41.72p. 
Like-for-Iike sales rose about 1 
per cent, in line with the 
sector. A final dividend of lOp 
is due on February 27, making 
a total of 16.71p (15.4p). _ 

Tempos, page 26 


FIRST CHOICE Holidays ex¬ 
ceeded analysts' expectations 
to report an increase in fuff- 
year pre-tax profit of £5.4 
million to £15.4 million after 
exceptional items. The shares 
rose 2p to 93p. 

The exceptional items in¬ 
cluded a £8.6 million charge 
which the company had al¬ 
ready announced at the half 
year in June after discovering 
accounting errors. 

This charge was countered 
with a £2 million exceptional 
gain in the year to Ooober 31. 

Before exceptional^ pre-tax 
profit on continuing opera¬ 
tions was £22 million (£9.3 
million) and the company 
attributed the strong perfor¬ 
mance in part to a 39 per cent 
increase in summer profits to 
£463 million. It said bookings 
to date were ahead of last year 
in both its UK and Canadian 
businesses. 

Ian Clubb, chairman, said: 
“We are also encouraged by 
the record start to the sale of 
our summer I99S programme 
in the UK and Ireland." 

In the year to October 31 
First Choice sold 1.6 million 
summer holidays. 600,000 
winter holidays from die UK. 
one million holidays to cus¬ 
tomers in Canada and 150.000 
in Ireland. 

Mr Clubb said the board 
had derided to hold the divi¬ 
dend at 1.9p, making the full 
year dividend the same as for 
1996 at 23p. At present it is the 
equivalent of just under two 
times covered and the group is 
aiming to achieve three times 
cover before raising it. 

Basic earnings per share 
improved to 3.7p (2.1 p). After 
adjusting for exceptional 
items, earnings per oixiinary 
share were 5.4p (1.9p). 

First Choice strengthened 
its board by appointing Lance 
Moir as director of planning 
and business development j 
and David Howell group as 


finance director. Mr Clubb 
said toe industry was waiting 
for toe results of the ruling on 
the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission inquiry into tour 
operating. 

A ruling by toe Department 
of Trade and Industry is not 
expected until the end of 
January 1998. _ 

Tempos, page 26 

CU chief to 
consider 
all options 

By Marianne Curphey 
INSURANCE 
CORRESPONDENT 

THE chairman designate 
of Commercial Union. 
Pehr Gyllenhammar. said 
his first priority would be to 
assess whether the insurer 
needed to consider a merg¬ 
er in the fast-changing 
world of financial services. 

CU has been the subject 
of intense merger specula¬ 
tion ever since it emerged 
that it had held talks with 
BAT Industries about a 
possible joint venture be¬ 
fore BAT announced a 
link-up with Zurich life. . 

“What was a big busi¬ 
ness few months ago is now 
a lor smaller and one of the 
first things 1 shall need to 
do when I take up the 
chairmanship is to discuss 
with die board how we are 
positioned in the market" 
he said. 

Mr GyOenhammar de¬ 
clined to be' drawn on 
specific plans, saying that 
haring joined CU’s board in 
September he was stiff “very 
much the new boy". He 
becomes chairman in April. 


Electra may buy back 
shares to cut discount 


By Gavin Lumsden 

THE prospect of a share 
buyback has been raised by 
Eiectra Investment Trust the 
second largest venture capital 
investment trust after 3i, in an 
attempt to reduce the trust’s 
sharp discount 

Despite final results that 
showed the mist achieved 
total returns of 24.7 per cent in 
the 12 months to September 
30. Electra’s share price of 
525p still represents an 185 per 
rent discount to its net asset 
value of 640p. 

Michael Stoddart chair¬ 
man of the £1.1 billion trust, 
said investing in private equi¬ 
ty was increasingly competi¬ 
tive and required ever larger 
sums of mono'. 

"At the moment we need all 
our resources to compete in 
the big auctions." he said. "If 
in the next year or two we 
don’t win any transactions, 
then we might consider re¬ 
turning surplus capital to 


,-y _. :■ '% 




Stoddart competition. 

shareholders," In addition, the 
trust was seeking to attract 
new institutional and private 
investors to widen its share¬ 
holder base, Mr Stoddart sa id. 

The statement came as 
shareholders in Edinburgh 
Dragon, a £300 million invest¬ 
ment trust, voted overwhelm¬ 
ingly for share buyback 
proposals that could reduce 


toe Far East fund to below 
£200 million in an effort to put 
its discount below 12 per cent. 

The buoyant stock market 
and a boom in mergers and 
acquisitions saw Electra 
achieve a record level of 
realisations. Total sales of 
unquoted investments rose 30 
per cent to E246 million. The 
biggest was the £92 million 
sale of Eversholl Leasing, the 
train leasing company former¬ 
ly part of British Rail, to 
HSBC Banking Group, which 
netted Electra £58.1 million. 
Electra has realised another 
£90 million since October. 

At toe same time Electra 
invested £217 million in 32 new 
unquoted companies. 

Electra issued a warning 
that it was unlikely to main¬ 
tain this level of investment in 
the UK hut was increasing its 
focus in tiie US. Latin Ameri¬ 
can and Far East. A final 
dividend of 52p brings the 
total for the year to 9.7p, up. 15 
per cent on last year. 
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Abbey National shares 
soar on takeover talk 


TAKEOVER rumour swept 
London's financial stocks yes¬ 
terday as reports or an immi¬ 
nent bid for Abbey National 
triggered a rally that took the 
sector bursting through the 
high set before October's mar¬ 
ket crash. 

Abbey National shares en¬ 
joyed their sharpest one-day 
rise, gaining 9Qp ro a high of 
£11.47 cm word that the formal 
takeover bid that has been 
expected for the past six 
months could be on the table 
after Christmas. 

Any bank or insurance 
house not dogged by connec¬ 
tion to the turmoil in Asian 
markers found itseir sharply 
higher on the day. 

HSBC Holdings. 7p softer 
at £15.78. is this month's hot 
favourite to bag Abbey Nat¬ 
ional. Its shares had plunged 
to £15.55 m early trading after 
an 89-point fall in Hong 
Kong's Hang Seng index, 
along with Standard Char¬ 
tered, 9p cheaper at 6S9p. 

The Prudential Corpora¬ 
tion is now seen to be second 
in the running for Abbey 
National. It dosed 26p stron¬ 
ger at a new high of 749p with 
no Asian fears to hold the 
price back. 

Hopes of a merger between 
NaiWcst Bank, up 46p at 
E10.45. and Barclays, up 35p 
at EI7.50. resurfaced again, 
taking shares in both com¬ 
panies to new highs. 

As Abbey stared ahead. 
City matchmakers began to 
speculate that Royal Bank of 
Scotland. 4p firmer at 762p. 
could plan a get-together with 
Scottish Widows. 

Their rise helped the FTSE 
100 to rise Sl.6 points to 5203.4 
— a level not seen since the 
September bull run. 

City analysts were stunned 
by the advances, which many 
put down to the market going 
“mad" — and blind hope that 
the merger between UBS and 
SBC Warburg will trigger 
consolidation in London. 

One analyst said: “These 
highs are just crazy. It's com¬ 
pletely unsustainable — it 
seems the junior dealers have 
been left to get excited while 
the older ones go skiing." 

The drug sector joined the 
financials' rally, as Lehman 
Brothers issued a bullish note 
about the sector in general and 
SnuthKkin Beccham, up 23p 
at 651 p, in particular. 

The positive sentiment 
helped Zeneca to firm 45p to 
£20 .28, still 10 per cent off its 
summer high. Glaxo 
Wellcome joined in, up 27p at 



Peter Long and Ian Clubb, of First Choice Holidays, 2p 
better after 157 percent increased profits to E22 million 


E14.49, while Galen Holdings 
gained 6*ap to a new high of 
320p. 

Tomorrow’s interim results 
from Asda. off lp at !74p. are 
now expected to spell more 
bad news than good for rival 
Safeway, which became the 
worst blue-chip performer 
after dropping 7hp to 337p. 
Takeover rumours had been 
helping Safeway shares up 


from their profits-waming 
floor of 3I9p, on rumours that 
Asda was fishing in the debt 
market Such hopes have now 
been all but disregarded, as 
the Q'ty returns to its view that 
Asda's gain is Safsway’s loss. 

Eidos, the software com¬ 
pany that owns Tomb Raider 
II, delivered a sharp shock to 
the market when Geoffrey 
Brown, an executive director. 


THE GRASS IS NO GREENER 
IN SILICON VALLEY 


DatastwunUK 
computer companies 
index (rebased) 
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London's high-tech stocks 
have often cast a wistful eye 
at the sky-high ratings 
being given to any comput¬ 
er stock that lists in New 
York's Nasdaq exchange. 
Ratings of 40 to 50 times 
earnings have eluded most 
of the UK crop, which 
remain officially catego¬ 
rised as “support services". 

The Stock Exchange has 

now agreed to create a new 
FTSE sector for IT stocks, 
comprising shares of 62 
computer companies. The 
idea is that analysts will 
take a doser look at the 
higher-growth companies, 
see the hidden beauty, and 


send their shares heaven¬ 
wards. 

Almost certainly, the 
likes of Serna and Misys 
will be in more demand — 
but not because they are 
understood any better. 

If a new sector is created. 
Tracker Funds will buy 
shares in the sector to 
ensure that they remain 
covered — but they will 
restrict themselves to the 
three largest members. 

As the rest have 
outpeformed Nasdaq In the 
past 12 months anyway, the 
new categorisation is un¬ 
likely to work too many 
wonders. 
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sold E4 2 million of shares at 
7D0p a share. 

Coming only months after 
the Stock Exchange launched 
an inquiry into share dealings 
in Eidos and after Coopers & 
Lybrand quit as the compa¬ 
ny's auditors, the seC hit 
already twitchy nerve and the 
shares tumbled from 740p to 
7U7 l zp. 

Thomas Joordan, steady at 
49'2p. is beginning to attract 
City attention. Dealers have 
been taking orders from Dub¬ 
lin in recent months, fuelling 
speculation that David Abell, 
who recently usurped its for¬ 
mer management after an 
institutional revolt, has put 
together a takeover deal. Mar¬ 
ket-makers also said the com¬ 
pany’s generous allocation of 


suggests a takeover bid is due. 

Nycomcd Amersham 
topped the list of 250 advanc¬ 
ers for the last time, gaining 
L25p to £22.70 on the eve of the 
healthcar e comp any's promo¬ 
tion to the FTSE 100. It fills the 
gap created fay the merger of 
Gtmixuess, up 6p to 591 ( 2p and 
Grand Metropolitan. upSp to 
593p, which become Diageo 
this morning. 

First Choice Holiday, 
where Fteter Long is managing 
director and lan Chubb is 
chairman, hardened 2p to 93p 
after the holiday operator 
returned a 137 per cent lift in 
pre-tax profits, to £22 million. 

Reduoed losses at Toad 
moved the car security group’s 
shares up l*2p to 2 Pap. The 
company remains egg on the 
face of Dr Chris Evans, the 
biotech entrepreneur who has 
made millions for investors of 
Cbrirosrience, up lpal243'jp 
and C risis International, off 

3p at 86p. 

On AIM Majestic Wine 
finned 9p to 38Sp on seasonal 
cheer. Market-maters were 
caught short cf die stock last 
year and are shoring up ahead 
of Christmas. 

□ GILT-EDGED: The FSBR 
data made little impact in the 
futures pit, as dealers held fire 
for today's retail sales data in 
the hope that a slowdown on 
the high street will relieve 
pressure for further interest 
rate rises. Treasury 7 per cent 
2002 gained hz to £101 a, w. 
while index-linked Treasury 
2‘a per cent 2020 dropped s 3i 
to £172%. 

□ NEW YORK: Further 
gains in the technology sector 
helped the broader market 
and by midday the Dow Jones 
industrial average was 75.10 
paints ahead at 7,997.69. 
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Bottom of the barrel 


TOR a company beset by bid rumours — Bass 
and Whitbread are said to be prowling — 
Greenalls boasts a remarkably weak share 
price. After yesterday's rally, the company is 
valued bn just ten times forecast earnings but 
predators will think twice about bidding £L5 
billion for this motley collection of brands. 

' Greenalls was once itself a Footsie stock but 
its fall from grade has been rapid. Having paid 
over tile odds for the Boddingfon’s pub group, 
the company neglected to invest ana the results - 
were on frill display yesterday. Cash in tile pub 
and resmuram tills grew just 1 pa - cent in the 
last financial year. Stripping out inflation, the 
Greenalls business has therefore shrunk during 
a period of booming leisure and restaurant 
spend. Of course. Greenalls has a solution. It 
has dumped the tired pubs into a box called 
franchising and trill invest E100 mSlion in the 


rest bu t the money is to br spread. *=“«**£ 
over no less than eight brands, including one 

Yesterday. Bass shed 1,000 tenanted pubs 
which begs the question why 
Greenalls’ franchised estate. Of caurej b^ 
Whitbread arid Bass could slot Millert 
Kitchen and Henry's into their own themed 
operations. Brewer’s Fayre and Hamster, 
But what is the point of paying a premium tor ■ 
someone else^s brand, ordy to dump the old 

signage into a skip? _ . 

Greenalls' investors might as wdl hang on 
in the hope that a silly bid emerges but in the 
meantime they could take the initiative. The 
chief executive. Lord D axes bury, has little to 
recommend him other than the family name 
Greenall. By sending him to new pastures, he 
might be spared from doing a Rncco. 


Danka 

ON THE face of it, the near 
60 per cent collapse in the 
share price of Danka Busi¬ 
ness Systems yesterday looks 
a harsh judgment on its 
earnings disappointment 
The photocopier company, a 
strange Anglo-American hy¬ 
brid, cautioned that this - 
year’s underlying pre-tax 
profits will undershoot fore¬ 
casts by less than 30 per cent. 

However, this latest set¬ 
back raises fundamental 
questions about the quality of 
Danka’s management No 
slouch at buying companies, 
as their enormous growth 
amply demonstrates, there 
are doubts about whether it is 
up to running them. It seems 
that, whenever Danka stands 
still, the tedious business of 
running the shop gets the 
better of iL That was certain¬ 
ly the case 18 mouths ago 
when Danka issued a profits 


warning because it took on 
-too many new sales staff too 
quickly. 

The latest setback sounds 
horribly familiar. Big merg¬ 
ers have a tendency to un¬ 
nerve the froops and when 
D anka set out to knit its 
original business With the 
Kodak operations acquired 
last year, they should have 
expected trouble. After all a 


service business is about 
managing people; not just 
staring at spreadsheets. 

Danka has been admira¬ 
bly frank about its manage¬ 
ment shortcomings. But the 
company still faces a long 
haul to repair its credibility. 
This latest episode certainly 
will not help the company to 
win any new fans an this 
side of the Atlantic. 
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Arcadia 

THIS has been no vintage 
year for demergers. Thom 
EMI shareholders lost bil¬ 
lions and Hanson's former 
followers are out of pocket. 
Any holder of Burton Group 
shares could be forgiven for 
feeling a touch nervous. 

Although - the industrial 
logic behind demergers Is 
stfll far from proven, the City 
has long been unable to 
mentally disassociate Burton 
shares from Burton suits and 
priced its shares accordingly. 
Shed of tiie Burton tag, 
Debenhams is no longer 
guilty by association and 
should be valued on a par 
with its department store 
peers: It has targeted the 
middle market with a core of 
well-focused own brands 
and, set down a path for 
growth, plans to increase 
floorspace by 20 per cent 

The only snag is'the hang¬ 
over of Arcadia stores, stiff 10 
per cent of sales, where the 
likes of Top Man and 
Hawkshead often compete 


with the more profitable 
house brands. Terry Green, 
chief executive, is a newcom¬ 
er to the City and will have to 
prove his worth before the 
shares can take. off. 

But a conservative sector 
average rating for. Deben- 
hams gives a value of £1.6 
billion, leaving Arcadia 
priced at only £500 million. 
- For a company with sales of 
El billion, that looks too 
cheap and undercuts even 
Storehouse —which guards 
the bottom, of the sector with 
a lowly p/e ratio of J1.3. 

Unless Christmas sales 
prove a complete disaster. 
Burton shares should lump 
when they do the'splits. In fhe : 
mean .time, they must be a 
buy. 

First Choice 

FIRST CHOICE'S admission 
thatitlosta little of its market 
share over the sununer peak 
season should be good news 
for investors. Fbr too tong the 
industry has chased growth 
in sales at the expense of mar¬ 


gins. The cyde of binge and 
purge led to a regular end-of- 
season fire sale of millions of 
spare holidays at less than 
half price. 

All the tour operators, in¬ 
cluding Thomson and 
Airtours. have learnt their 
lesson and have refrained 
from piling on capacity when 
bookings looked strong. 

Despite the good progress 
which Peter Long, the new 
chief executive, has made 
since his appointment, there 
is stiff much work to be done. 
Although this year it has 
been unencumbered fay the 
huge marketing expense of 
rebrandmg vvhich took place 
under former chief executive 
Francis Barron, its spread of 
business is narrow compared 
to Airtours, which has sub¬ 
sidiaries across Scandinavia 
£5 wdl as Canada. Airtours 
remains a star performer 
among FTSE 100 stocks, and 
is still the better stock to hold 
if you want exposure to this 
volatile sector. 

Edited by Carl Mortished 
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I j»fe ndut-tf ironies that 
Sf L ? w Which, in oppose 
mr ^ .mspired awe &ri£ 

Skffls ’ finds 1 
skewered on its cack-handed 
of policies that-have 
rowh to recommend them. 

last week’s debacle overeating 
tie premium on driW bene& for 
jone mothers is a disraayinc case 

m point Mud. of LaW^^ 

single mothers and, more 
broadly, its Welfare to Work 
aspirations are spot on. 

It i s true that the best route out 
of poverty for many tone mothers 
is through work. The Policy 
Studies Institute, oft dted by 
Harriet Harman, has found that 



raarman. pas loand that 
lone parents are; on average, more 
than £SOa week better ofnnworit 
I’fesnmaWy its figures take into 
account the fact that many lone 
mothers suffer from a low level of 
skills, and when in wmk. com¬ 
mand poor salaries. 

It is also right' that the old 
answer of increasing benefits as a 
route our of poverty has been 


rejected. It has been proven be^ 
ybnd aD reasonable doubt that fee 
. most effident modera eo o flW Hyjs ^ 
the dm that provides fte proper 
structure of incentives for people 
to help foemwSves and gddJy' 
discourages reliance on the 1 State. 
-In seeking to dismantle a culture 
. ^dependency, the<tovernmentis 
right to employ the capbt of New 
Deals (whether for tone mothers 
or the long-term un c uji rfpyed) but 
. also the stick of making fife for. 
. those on benefit just a touch more 
uncomfortable. It has, for exam-, 
pte. been proved that countries 
that-put amine limit on unexnpky- 
tiept benefit; have got morelcmg- 
tehn jobless into work. ' * 
What is So-wrong about the way 
that foeGovemmenthas .gone . 
about the issue of lone parents'is 
tint it has employed the stick 
before any of Uscmrots have been . 


effectively dangled It has shown, 
through its new cross-departmen¬ 
tal Soria] Exclusion Unit, for 
example, that it understands that 
a holistic approach is needed if it 
Is to' succeed in. returning foe. 
dis enfranchis ed to the:KODomic 
mainstream. In foe case of tone 
mothers, foe Goveramcat-seems 
to have mislaid; bothits good 
sense and its humanity. 

. Its justification for staging a 
' fight over lone mothers has been 



that cutting lone mother benefits 
was a Tory policy. Gordon Brown 
is 'committed to Tory spending 
{dans. Ergo, he had to cot This is 
nonsense. Mr Brown has found 
ways, within his inherited control 
total, of redistributing consider¬ 
able resources to priority areas 
such as education'and health. He 
could have found £60 million 


from virtually anywhere. An em¬ 
battled Tony Blair insisted foal 
foe policy was right because his 
party bad been elected as the 
government of tight public fi¬ 
nance. But there were plenty of 
other, better reasons why Labour 
was elected, not the least .of which 
was that voters had come to 
despise a Conservative Party that, 
among other filings, stigmatised 


single mothers. Nor only that, pre¬ 
election opinion polls showed that 
more than two thirds of the 
electorate intended to vote for 
parties that they believed would 
raise taxes. 

The fiscal machismo emanatin g 
from the Treasury, initially dp- 
signed to gain the confidence of 
(he markets, is becoming tiresome 
given the dominant view in the 
City that the public finances are in 
great shape and that the only 
reason for the current obsession 
with fiscal restraint is the Govern¬ 
ments desire, like every govern¬ 
ment before it, to build a war chest 
in time for the next election. 

There is, however, one under¬ 
standable, reason why tire Gov¬ 
ernment risked so much to push 
through this policy at this junc¬ 
ture. It dearly wanted to send a 
signal that it wouldn't dock the 


carrot 


“tough choices" ahead if it is 
genuinely to tackle the task of 
modernising foe welfare state. 

The Tories know exactly how 
tough this will be. Voters hate 
change, particularly change that 
penalises, even temporarily, the 
worse off or the most vulnerable. 
For all its radicalism, successive 
Conservative governments never 
dared to think the unthinkable on 
the welfare state and simply pared 
away benefit levels to net foe 
Exchequer some cash. If Mr 
Brown succeeds in designing a 
system that leaves a safely net for 
foe very poorest, provides incen¬ 
tives to selfreliance for others, 
strolling but aspiring, and per¬ 
suades the better off to dig deeper 
in their own pockets to finance 
their own welfare, h will be some 
achievement He and his officials 
should have sold the programme 


honestly on its potential long-term 
benefits. 

The timing of tire lone mother 
skirmish was still awfuL The 
Government knows weD that 
there are horrendous barriers to 
lone mothers working, including 
low skills, lack of confidence, 
glitches in the tax and benefit 
system which involve prohibitive 
marginal tax rales on entering 
work and a paucity of good- 
quality, affordable child care. 

Some of these are being looked 
at but the infrastructure is no¬ 
where near being in place. The 
Government's after-schools dubs 
wifi not be set up until well after 
the punitive benefit cut is exacted. 
Even then, they don't cater for 
mothers with young babies (nor 
their fear (XT leaving those babies 
in the hands of virtual strangers). 

The Government may feet that 
foe strongest possible signal of 
intent was an attack on foe most 
vulnerable. It seems a gesture too 
for. ft was certainly penal and 
certainly premature. 


Falling unemployment could 
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Some economists think the long 
decline of workless may go into. 
4 reverse, says Philip Bassett 
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H ow kfw can unem¬ 
ployment in Brit¬ 
ain go? And after 
falling virtually 
constantly - for almost five 
years, fa the number erf people 
out of work in foe UK now on 
the turn and seito rise? 

The Government will today 
announce the latest total of 
people out of work and claim¬ 
ing benefit Ministers hope 
that genera] City estimates - 
that unemployment will show 
a further fall are right, but 
some City forecasters 
claimant count 
ment wfll soon start to 
increase. 

The record of City econo¬ 
mists in forecasting each 
month's unemploymenttotal 
is not good: But this time they 
may be closer to being correct, 
pro m pting questions of how 
low unemployment can go. 
and whether it fa now at or 
close to a turning point ' 
Labour has bam concerned 
for some time that a number of 
economic factors will combine 
to -.start pwshwig ntremptoy- 
meht up again at a timie \yh<*n;; ' 
the Government fa talcing fiat 
over its Welfare to Weak 
programme and trying to get 
lone single mothers ana otters 
off benefit and into work. That 
said, a rise in unemployment 
would mollffy; critics of foe 
J^avernmenift New Deal jobs 
programme, who are sceptical 
that it will be necessary- to 
counter youth unemployment ; 
if the number of young people. 
withort work fa falling- • 

The Institute of Directors: 
says today that tire New Deal 
is much more likely to hdp the . 
young rather than foe tang- - 
term unemployed, with more 
than half ns members sur¬ 
veyed ready to take cm a young 
person and only 27 percent 
preferring to take on someone 
out of work for a long period^ 
Ahead of today's figures, foe 
Government yesterday pub- ■ 
lished new research showing 
most unemployed people look 
for work steadfastly and are 
flexible in their job search. 
Keith Bradley, Social Security 
Minister, said the findings 
showed that “foe great major¬ 
ity stalling work felt that they 
were better off than they bad 
been on benefit" With 52 per 
cent erf the working population 
now out of weak ana claiming 


benefit - 1,464,300 in total — 
claimant unemployment fa not 
only at its . lowest level for ft 
years, but it is now below tire 
level seen during foe Lawson 
inflationary boom of foe-lafe. 
Eightfes, according to a new- 
repprt today from tire Employ¬ 
ment Policy Institute (EH) 
jobs mink-tank. 

The EPf says: “Whether this 
in itself is a cause for concern 
depends on foe level of unem- 
ptoyment foe economy can 
now sustain." The think-tank 
concludes: "The official sighs' 
are therefore that the jobs 
recovery is likely, at best, to 
grind to a hak sometime 
during foe next IS nxintiis. At 
worst, foe labchir market im¬ 
provement-could go into re¬ 
verse. wifo unemployment 
rising slightly." . 

That viewwasendorsed by 
yesfordays latest economic re¬ 
port on foe UK from tire 
OECD as part off its* twice- 
yeariy Economic. Outlook. 
While foe OECD said it still 
expected a soft landing for the 
British ecoaomy as growth,, 
sfows, ajKTfoat ,:foe Govero- 
LTnenTs “Welfare to Weak pro¬ 
gramme should farther help 
fot workmg of tiieOK labour 
market, it said too that “the 

ttT^fall^iniHfo further . from 
current levds.” 

Score economic analysts in 
tire City are going further. 
Economists at UBS, for in¬ 
stance, / predict that todays 
■ imemptoymenl figures wfll 
rise by 5,000, as increased 
. uncertainty about foe contin¬ 
ued strength of foe economy 
may he making employers 
reluctant to hire new staff. 

Gordon Brown.'tire Chan¬ 
cellor and foe CtovenrnrenTs 
dnefjob strategist, does notgO 
that far. But his prc-Budget 
Green Paper sounded a clear 
warning on jabs, noting that 
for UK nas reached “a critical 
stage m foe economic cycle, 
where wage ^inflation .arid" 
skills shortages have in the 
past prevented unemployment, 
from falling farther." 

Wfll they now combine to do 
so again?Business fa certainly 
repeating skill shortages. CBI 
leaders warn that they are a 
greater barrier -to an expon- 
sian of output than at any time 
since the-end.-of the 1980% 
though — at foe mcanent, at 



least — they are insisting that 
sue* shortages .are patchy, 
with pockets in particular 
areas ami sectors, rather than 
any overall famine- 
On wages, average earnings 
growth is how solidly a fall 
percentage point higher than 
it was- a couple of years ago. 
While this fa hardly racing 
acceleration, it has been 
enough to prompt the Bank of 
England towards further in¬ 
terest rate rises, and foe Chan¬ 
cellor to issue' increasingly 
tough warnings on pay, the 
most recent of which explicitly 
finked pay to jobs, and to the 
New Deal programme. 

E ven so, in historical 
terms pay pressures 
remain rem arkably 
subdued, with foe 
pattern of trust wage, settle- 
: ments still around the 3-4 per 
cent level, according to most 
independent pay analysts. The 
Governments 1 planned nat¬ 
ional minimum wage, which 


stage towards foe statute hook. 
yesterday when tire Commons 
gave foe Bifl to introduce it a 


second reading, may tide that 
up, as background papers on 
it from the Department of 
Trade and Industry acknowl¬ 
edge. But the Law Pay Com¬ 
mission, under Professor 
George Bain, is taking ex¬ 
tremely seriously its remit to 
recommend a minimum wage 
rate that fa fully aware of its 
impact an inflation and the 
wider economy. 

Unoxqfoyment in Britain 
has fallen' by more than 1.5 
million from its most recent 
peak In December 1992 erf 
Z981,300. Unadjusted unem¬ 
ployment the actual number 
erf people out of work and 
riamring benefit topped the 
three million mark at foe[time. 

Bat the falls in claiman t 
unemployment -in recent 
months have been getting 
smaller, as tire chart shows. A 
year ago, foe introduction by 
the tiren-Gmservative Gov¬ 
ernment of foe jobseeker's 
allowance (JSA) to replace tire 
old unemployment benefit 
played havoc with the claim- 


broken every month — falls i 
66,000, 68,000, 95j000- This 


volatility has now calmed 
down as JSA has bedded in. 
but at just 9,500, last month’s 
fall was the lowest since early 
1996. The average change over 
three months — judged as a 
better guide to the underlying 
trend — has now dropped 
markedly. 

Bat even with falling unem¬ 
ployment and new. job an¬ 
nouncements, redundancies 
and job dismissals have re¬ 
mained a feature of the labour 
market 

In spring this year, the most 
recent period far which figures 
from the Government's Lab¬ 
our Force Survey are avail¬ 
able, 46QJX30 people were 
made redundant or were dis¬ 
missed — down only 20,000 
from the total off two years 
before. 

This might explain why 
feedings of job insecurity, 
though belter than they were 
as the graph off a job security 
index shows, are still in 
evidence. 

Employment analysts and 
business leaders are con- 
carted that the continuing 
strength of sterling wfll lead to 


more job losses, combining 
with skill shortages and wage 
pressures to push up unem¬ 
ployment. While foe impact of 
sterling's appreciation has yet 
to show up fully in the official 
trade figures, or in the jobless 
totals, jobs are continuing to 
go. especially in manufactur¬ 
ing, which fa being hit hard by 
the strong pound. 

Redundancy figures from 
the Office far National Statis¬ 
tics (ONS) show a surge in the 
number erf redundancies in 
manufacturing. In autumn 
last year, at 44.000 they 
formed 24 per cent of foe total 
redundancies recorded. By 
spring that was up id 61 , 000 . 
or 30 per cent of the total. New 
figures from the ONS today 
are expected to show's further 
rise. 

W hitehall is dearly 
worried that if 
unemployment 
falls much far¬ 
ther. inflation will start to rise. 
In a new analysis published 
today by foe EPI. foe National 
Institute of Economic and 
Social Research suggests that 
the sustainable or “steady 
state” rate of unemployment 
may now have fallen from 
around 8-9 per cent at.the end 
of foe Eighties to about 7 per 
cent now. 

hi line with most economic 
estimates of the so-called natu¬ 
ral rate erf unemployment, this 
is suspiciously dose to the 
current claimant unemploy¬ 
ment rate, and Ray Barrdl 
and Rebecca Riley from the 
National Institute suggest to¬ 
day that inflationary pres¬ 
sures would already have been 
higher had it not been for the 
strength of sterling over the 
past year. They point out. too. 
that economic inactivity in the 
UK labour market has risen, 
especially for men. 

Some quarter of a million 
more men have become eco¬ 
nomically inactive during the 
course of this recovery, equiva¬ 
lent to a third of the fall in 
male unemployment since 
1993, and they suggest that as 
a result, foe UK's sustainable 
rate of employment has barely 
changed, leaving Fifties and 
Sixties style full employment 
still a long way off. 

That means that unemploy¬ 
ment could fall a good deal 
further than its present level. 
But some economists are start¬ 
ing to stick their necks out and 
are suggesting that unemploy¬ 
ment in Britain may now 
finally be on foe cusp. Today's 
figures could indicate whether 
they are right. 



GIVEN the length of Geoffrey Robin¬ 
son’s career — both as a politician 
and as a businessman — cate would 
have thought he would have learnt 
how to avoid danger. However; 
many in foe City have long had 
concerns about foe Paymaster Gen- 
. Aral's associations with foe late 
'Robert MaxwdL And what few 
followers of the Orion Trust affair 
have noticed is the role of a certam 
Ron Codrington. , Mr - 

Aqukk look at the annual report or 
TransTec. the company that Robin¬ 



son founded and chaired until he 
joined the Government shows that 
Codrington has hem the group's 
company secretary for a coupte of 
years. Bat what did he do prior to 
that? WelL I can reveal that he was 
actually company secretary to Max¬ 
well Ctommumcatiari Corporation 
and scores of private companies 
controled by foe publishing tycoon 
.prior to his death in 1991.. 

Of course the fact that Codrington 
was at the centre of the Maxwell 
empire does not imply that he knew 
anything about foe disappearance of 
hundreds of millions of -pounds of 
pensionas* money. And I -am.sure 
fit the Paymaster General qi^- 

tjrinedhim.aosetybefOTemaldngfoe 

appointment 



the Interna: If you log on to the ■ — 

Nabarro Web site, the first thing you 

see is “Season's greetings to you all" I atP3ll 
dceety followed by the jolly message V/€ * r " 
“Proposed law to punish thieves of 
co mpan y secrets.” 


“WInl’s 


Mutual Mend 

IF THE embattled Paymaster General 
is looking for friends, he may not tod 
many in foe building society, world. 
Some were miffed by; remarks made 
by Robinson in a Commons bmldmg 
society debate in June: - 

- Cbmmenting on jd® 
fedsof ccsiversionscaixajS«Kn«^ 
nuxrister said that foe experience to 
date "had not been discouraging^ 
Sttdi assurances werenotmusicto foe 
ears of wading so^y. b^«g..; 
fgfleve that mutuality & better mr 


both borrowers mid. savers. 

insult to injury; Robinson <- 

that Abbey National, foe first society 
to convert, had “largely maintained 
ltseustomerprofife”. Building society 
folk argued that, although Abbey 
never calls itself a bank, it behaves 
Kbe one. In foe latest round of mort¬ 
gage rale rises. Abbey ^was the first to 
putnp its rates: 


Bitter news 

EVEN more jolrty is to be had at St 
Martin's Le Grand, the City head¬ 
quarters of Nomura International, 
which hdd its Christmas party on 
Monday. But foe seasonal mood was 
dampened by some news from 
Prague. The Czech Government had 
blocked the merger of Radegast, a 
brewer controlled by Nomura, with ri¬ 
val Phrnsky Prazdioj. It seems that a 
certam British brewer had raised 
some objections. 

This brewer happened to be the 
same one that later in the day told No¬ 
mura it was declining an offer from 
die Japanese group for its pubs and 
selling them to Bankers Trust I as¬ 
sume that Nomura will not be toast¬ 
ing foe new year with any Bass beers. 


PROOF positive of the chasm within 
the Tory party is the fact that Kenneth 
Clarke, the former Chancellor, has 
split with colleagues and leapt to Tony 
Blair's defence. On what issue? Single 
mothers? EMU? Geoffrey Robinson? 
No. Humphrey the cat According to 
Clarke, the Blairs were quite right to 
kick Humphrey out of Downing 
Street as she (the cars sex was a well- 
kept secret) had "three fleas for every 
harr and was never let into No 10 or 
Noll”. 

Jason Nissfe 


Festive tidings 

FURTHER to my item yesterday 
about foe strangt similarity between 
last year's advert for Nabarro 
Nathanson and this year’s for 
Dresdner RCM Global Investors, I 
note the hardedged Christmas mess- 
age that foe lawyers are putting out an 


□ SO DESPERATE was the Pruden¬ 
tial to admit responsibility jbr its 
vtrmgdoingyesterday, that it issued a 
response to the latest .regulatory jflag- 
eitatmn before the statement from the 
Financial Services Authority, the new 
sapetfeguiator, cam out. Such effici¬ 
ency in saying soriy has to be admired 
in a company whidi, the ESA claims, 
had- a “cultural disposition against 
compluuictr. 





Our tax-free products will not be in Isa 


From the Chief Executive, 
National Savings 
Sir, Mr W. R_ Whittle (Letters. 
December 12) is mistaken in 
suggesting that it is the Gov¬ 
ernment's intention to indude 
the existing tax-free National 
Savings instruments in Isas. 

National Savings offers a 
wide variety of products, some 
of which are tax-free and some 
of which are not. The Inland 
Revenue's Consultative Docu¬ 
ment dearly defines the Nat¬ 
ional Savings products which 
would be eligible for holding 
within the cash component of 
Isas as those “the returns of 
which are nor otherwise tax- 
free". 

This means, subject to ratifi¬ 
cation of the proposals, that 
investors will be able to hold 


National Savings Certificates 
(both fixed-interest and index- 
linked). Premium Bonds and 
Children’s Bonus Bonds, all of 
which offer tax-free returns, in 
addition to whatever invest¬ 
ments they choose to put 
within foe ISA wrapper. 

The National Savings prod¬ 
ucts that wfll be eligible for the 
tax concessions offered by Isas 
are those that pay interest 
gross, but it is probable that 
we will also be developing new 
products specifically tailored 
to Isas. 

Yours faithfully. 

PETER BAREAU, 

Chief Executive. 

National Savings, 

Charles House, 

375 Kensington High Street, 
W14. 


Rail stop shopping Track record less 
next down the line than promising 


From Mr John Glover 
Sir, Maybe some airports are 
glorified shopping centres 
(Jeffers, December 9,12), but 
what about foe private rail¬ 
way station? 

At Rail track’s 14 major 
stations, it is planned “to 
combine necessary... works 
with commercial develop¬ 
ment, including better retail 
facilities. Forecast profits... 
have been taken into account 
by foe Rail Regulator in 
determining access charges 
(to rail operators), and will 
thus be used to foe benefit of 
the industry". 

Over £25 million will be 
spent at each of Paddington, 
Waterloo, Glasgow Central 
and Edinburgh Waverley. 

Rail track’s intent fa to cre¬ 
ate a relaxing environment, it 
says in the company’s Net¬ 
work Management State¬ 
ment 1996-97 (page 42). 

If it also brings more 
passengers to the railway, 
who can complain? What 
indeed, are foe alternatives? 
Yours faithfully. 

JOHN GLOVER, 

3 Northdiffe Close. 

Worcester Park, 

Surrey. 


From Mr Paul Twyman 
Sir. Your City Diary (Decem¬ 
ber 12) is quite right to draw 
attention to Rafftrack'S plans 
to dose Blackfriars station 
and to cast doubt on their 
promises to keep disruption to 
a minimum. 

A small but significant in¬ 
sight into Raihrack’s altitude is 
given by their performance an 
the Kent Coast line to Rams¬ 
gate. Most of us have stopped 
travelling to Victoria by train 
at weekends because of track 
works which, virtually every 
weekend, cause considerable 
inconvenience and an increase 
in journey time from 1% hours 
to almost three hours. 

This happens every year 
from September to April. 
Rail trade, who,' incidentally, 
held up the introduction of 
new rolling stock on this line 
for nearly two years, seem to 
care little for the poor passen¬ 
gers. The operating com¬ 
panies appear powerless to 
influence them. So more pow¬ 
er to the Corporation of 
London, I say. 

Yours faithfully, 

PAUL TWYMAN, 

Thrift House, Minnis Road, 
Birchington on Sea, Kent 


Prospects for UK inflation in 1998 


From Mr M. C. Fitzpatrick 
Sir, Janet Bush in her column 
(December 10) notes that im¬ 
ports typically represent a fifth 
of UK consumer spending, and 
also paints out that the strength 
of sterling has made these 
imports cheaper. She also sug¬ 
gests that there is little threat of 
the current underlying inflation, 
rate f 2Jt per cent in the year to 
November 30) accelerating in 
1998.1 am not sure she is correct 
to be so sanguine. 

The trade weighted index of 
sterling rose 13 per cent between 
November 1996 and November 
1997. On the basis that this 
should have made some fifth of 
the goods and services pur¬ 
chased by consumers some 13 
per cent cheaper, then inflation 
may well be up id 2.6 per cent (ie 
13 per cent x f s) lower than it 
would have been had sterling 
remained static over the last 
year. It is unlikely that the infla¬ 
tion rate in the year to Novem¬ 


ber 30,1998 will be flattered by 
any further rise in sterling, 
with foe result that (other 
things remaining equal) infla¬ 
tion could jump to around 5 
per cent by November 1998. A 
fall in foe sterling exchange 
over the next year, as opposed 
to foe mere absence of foe 
sterling appreciation effect 
currently enjoyed, could push 
that 5 per cent even higher. 

On this basis, it seems inevi¬ 
table that the Bank will have 
to raise interest rates in the 
new year. Meanwhile our eco¬ 
nomic modd, which is based 
on the economic growth fore¬ 
casts and unemployment cal¬ 
culation parameters set out in 
the Treasury’s 1997 Pre-Bud¬ 
get Report, suggests that un¬ 
employment will start going 
up in the third quarter of 1998. 
Yours faithfully, 

M.C. FITZPATRICK, 

Chan trey Vdlarott, 

10-12 Russell Square, WCI. 


Humphrey the cat “had three 
fleas tor evenyhaiT 



“What’s the best way to 
travel on the Internet?” 


Then's nattae H&i ImOne. K pcs you fast Hid «y i 

lo the hifjnel, and the ttonw page *eas you iiimjtil to cfw sotjea you 1 rc rtEratsd n. 

tf jjou want to emiae Vk real Mild as wd as Ihe cjtawrid, the Tnw! zone 9 ns you 
instable since aod riwmaboft on dhm Id stay. Chech in soon. 

TjfyiincODcaid tbiiliitefMRS.es> 0800 111 210. 
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30 ARTS TE LEVISION 

Hot spots 
on the 
jazz shelf 

Clive Davis 


THE TIMES WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 171997 


picks the best 
of the year's 
jazz books 


S ince This is the rimeof 
war for the crystal oaJl» J 
confidently predict that 
osteopaths will see an increase 
In shoulder strains among Jazz 
lovers. The reason? Many of 
them will have spent several 
weeks grappling with the 
thousand-plus pages of Robert 
Gottlieb's monumental an¬ 
thology. Reading Jazz 
(Bloomsbury. £20). 

Gottlieb, who was at the 
helm of The New Yorker in the 
era BT (Before Tina), may not 
seem the obvious choice for a 
collection of this kind. But he 
perhaps benefits from a de¬ 
gree of objectivity lacking in 
those who have fought and 
refoughr so many of the jazz 
world's civil wars. 

The collection is divided into 
autobiography, reportage and 
criticism. It is only proper that 
the opening pages should be 
reserved for Jelly Roll Morton 
who. with the help of folklorist 
Alan Lomax, produced one of 
the most vivid of American 
autobiographies. 

The bleak underside is nev¬ 
er far away. Gottlieb has 
dipped into Art Pepper’s sear¬ 
ing memoir Straight Life, 
Hampton Hawes's Raise Up 
Off Me and Anita O'Day's 
equally candid account of drug 
addiction in High Times, 
Hard Times. 

So many record dates, so 
much carousing can dull the 
reader's senses after a while. 
Gottlieb perhaps fails to sus¬ 
tain as measured a balance 
between rhe serious and the 
humorous as Bill Crow man¬ 
aged in his garrulous pot 
pourri. Jazz Anecdotes, pub¬ 
lished by Oxford in 1990. 

Still, the two latter sections 
are a delight Gene Lees can 
always be relied upon to givea 
perceptive insider's view. And 
Gottlieb makes space for our 
own Max Harrison. Hum¬ 
phrey Lyttelton and Benny 
Green. The latter’s essay on 
Bix Beiderbecke is taken from 
his book The Reluctant Art\ 
the pithiest overview of jazz 
history I have ever come 
across. 

Finally, it is good to see that 
Gottlieb does not shy away 
bora introducing dissident 
voices. Philip Larkin's choleric 
introduction to All What Jazz 
remains a classic denu nriation 
of Modernism in all its areas 
of the arts. 

Musicians themselves. I 
suspect will turn firet of all to 
the very last contribution — 
producer Orrin KoepneWs 
stinging attack on critics. 

T wo titles compete for the 
coffee-table market this 
Christmas. Mervyn 
Cooke, a music lecturer at 
Nottingham University, takes 
a painstaking month-by¬ 
month approach in The 
Chronicle of Jazz (Thames 
and Hudson. £24.95). More 
rigorous editing might have 
helped, but the book contains 
many evocative illustrations 
and incisive capsule accounts 
of trends. 

Roy Carr's A Century of 
Jazz (HamJyn, £25) covers the 
same ground rather more 
stylishly. Assembled by a 
forceful team of writers, it 
condenses the journey from 
New Orleans to Arid Jazz into 
a series of pungent essays, 
adding unexpected detours 
into such esoterica as cowboy 
Bob Wills’s western swing. 

Carr and his colleagues 
sensibly refrain from making 
sweeping assertions about the 
future. In the introduction to 
Singing Jazz; The Singers 
and Their Styles (Blandford, 
£14.99). Bruce Crowther and 
Mike Pinfold recall that when 
they published a previous 
study of the vocalist’s art a 
decade ago they found them¬ 
selves agreeing with Betty 
Carter's melancholy comment: 
“After me, there are no more 
jazz singers." 

They could not have been 
more wrong. In fact the gener¬ 
ation of singers who have 
emerged since then tend to 
display more individuality 
than the highly publicised 
instrumentalists. Singing Jazz 
picks a thoughtful path 
through past and present. 

Crowther and Pin/old do not 
gloss over the problems — not 
least the dearth of worthwhile 

new material. The malaise is 
evoked by that witty singer- 
songwriter Dave Frishberg. 
composer of the Cole Porterish 
Peel Me A Grape. 

"It doesn’t seem plausible to 
me that the American popular 
song could have evolved from 
Victor Herbert through Je¬ 
rome Kero through Irving 
Berlin through George Gersh¬ 
win through Cole Porter 
through Johnny Mercer 
through Harold Arlen 
through Frank Loesser 
through Alan Jay Leroer, and 
wind up with Neil Diamond?" 
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Then and now: Bruce Forsyth and Anthea. Redfem gave us The Generation Game for Christmas Day 1971; Julian Clary and the “pretty policemen” are on BBC2this Sunday 


G ather round the Aga. 
children, and I will tell 
you a Christmas story. 
Long, long ago. the BBC 
beheld that the family habitually 
gathered round the box to celebrate 
Christmas. And it saw that this was 
good, or at least good for festooning 
die BBC itself with fairy lights that 
might shine encouragingly on the 
latest application for an increase in 
the price of the licence. And la the 
Corporation created the Christmas 
special, a sort of extended (or distend¬ 
ed) edition of a popular programme 
and, along with its stare or movie 
premieres, it put them all in a 
package and called it the Christmas 
schedule. 

Seeing the BBCs star rise and 
knowing that the advertisers are 
comparatively uninterested in Christ¬ 
mas because the spending rush is 
over by then, the wise men of ITV (in 
those for off days the BBCs only 
rivals) quoth, in their strange Old 
Testament fashion, “stuff this for a 
lark". And they took rather less 
trouble over their Christmas sched¬ 
ule than did the BBC. And that, 
children, is why the BBC spends the 
days between Christmas and Janu¬ 
ary trumpeting its ratings. 

This Christmas, for reasons com¬ 
plex, the schedules want for a little 
generosity. Repeats are the order of 
the day and however you package 
them — compilations of dips linked 
by a "personality" talking to the 
camera and supported by a studio 
audience; theme nights pulling to¬ 
gether programmes and movies from 
many sources — they are still not 
new-minted. The BBC is re-running a 
number of seasonal special editions 
of sitcoms first shown in the mid- 
1970s — The Likely Lads, Steptoe and 
Son, Sykes, Are you Being Served? — 
and, with the first two originating m 
1974. it seemed instructively seren¬ 
dipitous to compare the Christmas 
fortnight’s programming of that year 
with this. 


Haunted by ghost 
of Christmas past 

Tis the season to watch telly, but as W. Stephen Gilbert discovers; 
our Yuletide tastes have changed dramatically in the past 25 years 


First things first. In terrestrial 
transmission alone, there is today 
three times as much television as 
there was a quarter-century ago. 
Channels 4 and 5 are in play and all 
but the BBC (News 24 aside) transmit 
round the dock. Yet the most striking 
contrast between the schedules is the 
decline of programming related to 
the conventional focus of the festivi¬ 
ties. that is to say to anything 
specifically religious. Typically of the 
era, there were II church services on 
television in the 1974 holiday fort¬ 
night and the fall count of.devotional 
programmes was 31. of which more 
than half were on nv. This year 
there are six services and another ten 
items of a religious thrust, (TV's 
contribution numbering just five. C4 
being entirely secular. 

Another feature in retreat is what 
we might call “proper" music. Christ¬ 
mas 1974 mustered 15 concerts, relays 
of opera and ballet performances and 
even in-house productions, including 
BBCl's The Yeoman of the Guard in 
peak time on New Year's Day and 
Granada's Trial By Jury on Christ¬ 
mas Eve. ITV also buried two 
concerts in its Sunday tea-time 
Aquarius slot and (unthinkable now) 
a specially arranged dassical concert 
on Christmas night. BBCI had its 
own concert on Christmas Eve and a 


big gala from Sadler's Wells three 
nights later. 

Fast forward to today and Gilbert 
and Sullivan are notably absent. 
Indeed, with the exception of the 
Royal Ballet School's Peter and the 
Wolf to keep children occupied while 
the turkey is carved, BBCI has no 
music to crffen ITV has none at all. 
The music-lover must resort to the 
other channels where, with the 
exceptions of C4’s recording of Eng¬ 
lish National Opera’s The Damna¬ 
tion of Faust on Christmas night and 
BBC?* Boxing Day showcase for the 
Royal Ballet all musical items are 
banished out of peak time. 

Television styles wax and wane 
with the years. In the 1970s, sitcoms 
and games shows were at their peak 
and variety was still popular, so the 
seasonal editions of these forms 
proliferated. Bruce Forsyth and the 
Generation Game was BBCl's bank¬ 
er and no fewer than three editions 
went out around Christmas. Dkk 
Emery. Les Dawson. Tommy Coo¬ 
per. David Nixon, Mike Yarwood. 
Norman Wisdom, Ken Dodd, Petuia 
Clark, Shirfey Bassey, Cilia Black, 
Val Doonican, Basil Brush, 
Sooty... all these and more had Yule 
draped around them. The Christmas 
specials best remembered from these 
years were those of Morecambe and 


Wise but as luck would have it the 
beys skipped 1974. instead entrusting' 
Michael Parkinson to front a bunch 
of dips from their previous Christ¬ 
mas shows. Such repackaging was 
then a novelty. 

Contemporary television has fewer 
such stars or such games. The 
Generation Game, now the creature 
of Jim Davidson, enjeys a single 
seasonal run-out as does Forsyth's 
newer vehicle The Price is Right. 
Freddie Starr. Brian. Conley and 
Dame Edna Ever age get the puttin- 
OTna-show accolade but vehicles for 
modem stars are much less stage- 
derived than those of their predeces¬ 
sors and draw much more on the 
kind of packaging that TV has made 
its own. Harry Enfield and Christ¬ 
mas Chums, Jack Dee's Sunday 
Service and The Mrs Merton Christ¬ 
mas Show are well-tried formats with 
a sprig of holly in one comer, rather 
than the push-the-boat-out variety 
bills of heretofore. 

Still, if anyone can be dubbed old 
Brude's successor as a BBC icon for 
all seasons, it could just be Julian ' 
Clary whose blissfully tacky All Rise 
For...goes out on two successive 
nights, admittedly on BBC2 where, if 
they bump into it by mistake, your in¬ 
laws can be persuaded to blame 
themselves for straying into exotic 


lands. The Spice Girls, meanwhile, 
may be losing their savour even as I 
write bur Christmas schedulers hope 
that the flavour will finger at least 
until the tree is undressed, and so 
offer three bites at this particular 
cherry. Spree Up Your Christmas is 
the perhaps imploring title of UVs 
version. • 

The Oscar Wilde anniversary has 
spurred a new dramatisation of his 
story The Conterville Ghost with Ian 
Richardson and Donald Sinden. 
Oddly enough, 1974 had its own 
version (David Niven and Flora 
Robson among the cast). But the 
Christmas ghost story tradition has 
faded. A generation aga M.R. James 
was the favoured source for a drama 
to unsettle satisfyingly. The BBC, still 
uncertain of the role of costume 
dramatisation in 1990s television, has 
gone back to WiUde Collins for a two- 
paxter this time. 

Other stalwarts no longer serve at 
all. Ever since the 1940s there was 
always a arcus lor cameras to relay 
to excited children viewing over 
Christmas — Billy Smart's. Chipper- 
field’s and Ringling Brothers, Bar- 
num and Bailey in 1974 — but this 
year there is only the circus movie. 
The Greatest Show on Earth^part of 
a Tunmy Stewart season. The ice 
show and the magic show have gone 
the same way. 

There is generally much less 
drama and, within that- much less 
seasonal drama than in previous 
times, but many dozens more movies 
nowadays, including more recent 
roadshow features. In 1974 peak-time 
movies on Christmas Day featured 
John Wayne—in True Grit on BBCI, 
in The Undefeated on ITV. This 
year's equivalents. The Mask and 
Home Alone 2, may be no nearer to 
great art titan the Wayne pair, but 
somehow they seem rather closer to 
the notion of Christmas which the 
schedulers have evolved — a secular 
family gathering at which the kids 
wield the remote control. 


OPERA: After Aida at the 
pycamids,Tiere comes 
Turdndotm the 
Forbidden City of Beijing. 

Eight open-air 
performances of Puccrnf s . 
“Chinese'* masterpiece 
wifi take place next - 
September in the square 
in front of Beijing’s Btb- - . 
century palace. The £10 
million production, based on I k 
one staged this year at Ibe " 
Maggio Musicale in 

Florence, is by the top 
Chinese film director Zhang 
Yimou and is conducted 
.by Zubin Mehta. Around 350 
per for mers from Florence . 
wjll take part, along with 600 
focal performers and 
t&hnidaas. Booking and 
further information oh 
http: /www_tuiandot-on- 

site.com. 

THEATRE: Another screen 
success is to be transferred to 
the stage. Brassed Off. the 
heartwarming British film 
about a coUieiy brass 
band that decides to play on 
after the closure of its pit 
will be staged at the Crucible 
in Sheffield next March. 

Mark Herman's screenplay 
will be adapted for the - 
theatre by Paul Allen, and a Mk 
real brass band will be w 
playing for the shows. 

DANCE: A Japanese 
ballerina who has spent the 
past two decades as a 
principal dancer with 
Scottish Ballet has been ■ 
awarded an honorary OBE 
by Donald Dewar, the 
Scottish Secretary, on behalf 
of the Queen. Noriko 
Ohara, who joined Scottish 
Ballet in 1976. was amazed 
by the honour. “I never 
dreamt I would receive 
such an award. I deeply 
appreciate Scotland’s j 

acceptance of my work — and 1 
of me." 

MUSIC: Does the “man 
with the golden flute” also 
have a golden baton? The 
London Mozart Flayers will 
soon find out: James 
Galway has been appointed 
as the orchestra’s principal 
guest conductor. The former 
first flute of the Berlin 
Philharmonic, who has since 
become one of the best- 
known dassical 
instrumentalists in the 
world, will take up his new 
role in 1999. HewiU also 
be the soloist at the 
orchestra's 50th 
anniversary concert in the 
Festival Hall in February 
1999. The Belfast-born 
Galway describes the 
appointment as "one of the 
most pleasantly surprising ifc. 
events in my career". . 

FILM: Robert Bedford's 
Sundance Festival the 
fiercely competitive 
launch-pad for independent 
movies, wifi have a British 
premiere again this year. The 
Sea Change, from the 
Winchester Films team that 
made Shooting Fish, will 
be shown at the Utah 
jamboree next month. In 
earlier years Sundance gave 
America its first sight of 
Four Weddings and a 
Funeral and 77ie Full 
Monty. i 
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POP: Rich voice of uncomplicated folk; low-key end to a soulful 14-month tour; blues tribute from the next generation 


Unplugged and 
unvarnished 


Give the hat a rest The son shines 

on father’s day 


D espite the praise 
heaped on Beth 
Orton's album. Trail¬ 
er park, which has sold 60.000 
copies in Britain since it was 
released in October 1996, there 
is something about its dance- 
influenced production that 
seems rather cold and lacking 
in emotion. Her new Best Bit 
EP is a more traditional 
evocation of the folk-singer's 
art. and sounds instantly more 
engaging. But it is when she 
performs on stage that her 
songs truly come to life. 

For one thing, Orton has a 
quiet, but very keenly felt 
rapport with her audience, it 
was her 27th birthday when 
she played at Shepherds Bush 
on Sunday, and although no 
mention was made of this, the 
more vocal members of the 
capacity crowd spontaneously 
sang her a verse of Happy 
Birthday. A thin, lanky figure 
dressed' in a spangly gold 
dress and calf-length boots, 
Orton looked more like the girl 
next door in a party frock than 
a pop star. Her seven-piece 
band were a similarly sober 
bunch, with acoustic instru¬ 
ments, including violin and 
cella outnumbering the elec¬ 
tric, and unaided by any 
turntable, sampling or other 
techno-friendly effects 
whatsoever. 

The net result of a presenta¬ 
tion that was less varnished 


i;“-_ ; ; ; Beth Orton • 

\ iSfiejpherds Btsh 

than most unplugged sessions 
these days was to focus atten¬ 
tion squarely on Orton's voice. 
There was a haunting, autum¬ 
nal richness to her tone in 
Touch Me With Your Love 
and Tangent, songs which she 
sang in die British folk tradi¬ 
tion of artists such as Nick 
Drake and Jacqui McShee of 
Pfentangle. while the roo trier 
Skimming Stone echoed the 
southern American style of 
Bobbie Gentry. 

Along with favourites in¬ 
cluding She Calls My Name. 
Sugar Boy, Someone’s 
Daughter and her poignant 
versiun of Ronnie Spector's / 
Wish I Never Saw The Sun¬ 
shine, the set included a 
smattering of new songs, all 
put across with an uncompli¬ 
cated honesty that has gone 
out of fashion among today’s 
pop artists. 

While her connections have 
marked her out as a travelling 
companion of the techno 
crowd, Orton’s live show firm¬ 
ly took us back to an era when 
soul counted for more than the 
sum of rhe beats. 

David Sinclair 


J amiroquai frontman Ja¬ 
son Kay had better book 
himself one hell of a 
holiday this Christmas. At a 
charity concert in the tempo¬ 
rary arena erected beside Bat¬ 
tersea Power Station, the 
skinny singer seemed utterly 
exhausted. The gig, which 
marked the end of a 14-month 
tour to promote Travelling 
Without Moving, Jamiro- 
quai's multi million selling 
third album, was at times as 
low-key as an impromptu 
rehearsal 

It didn't help that the local 
council had imposed noise 
restrictions so severe that the 
songs sounded as though they 
were being broadcast by a big 
ghetto blaster at the front of 
the barn-like auditorium. The 
real problem, however, was 
Kay. Usually, his sparky per¬ 
sonality and non-stop dance 
routines are the focus for the 
show. On Sunday night Kay 
could scarcely summon the 
energy to stay standing. 

Nevertheless the fashion¬ 
able. but not too trendy. 6.000 
strong crowd clearly enjoyed 
Jamiroquai‘s slick'n'sotilful 
R&B. A three-piece brass sec¬ 
tion, drummer, guitarist, key¬ 
board player and DJ made up 
a competent backing band, 
which managed to sustain a 
groove throughout a series of 
disappointingly down-tempo 
album tracks and rather lack¬ 
lustre renditions of former 
singles such as Space Cowboy 
and Too Young To Die. 



Tired and unemotional: Jamiroquai frontman Jason Kay 




The crowd's first chance to 
dance, during an infectiously 
funky Cosmic Girl, sadly 
didn't last long. Just as fans in 
the seated area at the rear of 
the hall had got up on their 
feet. Kay introduced digeridoo 
player Wallis Buchanan, be¬ 
fore vanishing to leave the 
band to embark on a tert- 
minuie instrumental. Only 
when Nigerian percussionist 
Sola Akingbola appeared did 
the singer seem to lose himself 
in the music As Akingbola 
launched into a calypso-fla¬ 
voured bongo solo, Kay did a 
short. Spamsh-styfe dance. 


then flipped into a handstand 
to “walk" across the stage. 

Stripped of its usual 
armoury of up-tempo tunes. 
Jamiroquai had more in com¬ 
mon with early Eighties 
George Benson than with 
either the arid jazz scene, from 
which the band initially 
emerged, or Motown acts such 
as Stevie Wonder, with whom 
Kay is frequently compared. 

“I can't wait lo party after 
the show tonight," the singer 
revealed midway through the 
set. “I’m going to have such a 
wild time that you definitely 
wont want to see me at six in 
the morning." Few members 
of the audience believed Kay 
would stay awake tiiat long. 

Lisa Verrico 


I t was a difficult task. 
Luther Allison’s death 
earlier this year robbed 
the blues world of one of its 
most innovative and gifted 
stars. Now, in this tribute 
evening, his son Bernard had 
to pay due respect to his 
father's obvious talents while 
proving himself to be a major 
player in his own right To 
add to his problems, he arri¬ 
ved at the gig suffering from 
jetlag after an right-hom- 
fiight from Martinique and 
without his keyboard player, 
who had derided that morn¬ 
ing to leave the band — 
reducing then to a trio of 
Allison on lead guitar, Kim 
Yarborough on bass and Jeff 
Boudrait on drums. 

That he was able to over¬ 
come all these difficulties with 
style, flair and a big measure 
of musical ability says .much 
for this 32-year-old Chicago- 
born musician now resident 
in Paris. 

With a fluency on the guitar 
and a strong voice just tills 
side of harshness, he opened 
with some numbers from his 
new album. Bom With The 
Blues, the most effective of 
which was the wry Aaron 
Burton-penned Garbage 
Man which gave Allison a 
chance to display one.of his 
party pieces — a soto of vocal- 
tike guitar runs which en¬ 
abled him to ‘'talk." to the 



audience and trade phrases, 
rather than licks, with Yarbor¬ 
ough. 

’But once the party games 
were over Allison, who had 
paid his dues by playing in 
blues singer Koko Tayiort . 
backing band, strapped oiij^ 
one of his father’s guitars and 
got down to some serious 
slide guitar work, A strong 
and vibrant reading of Mud¬ 
dy Water’s I Can’t Be Satis¬ 
fied was followed by aa , 
impassioned The Sky Is Cry¬ 
ing, with Allison bringing a 
menacing and potent feel to 
this Elmore James classic. 

Following in his father's 
flamboyant footsteps he enliv¬ 
ened hts next solo by stepping 
off stage to wander through 
the audience, buttonhole a 
few fans, stop fora sip of beer 
at the bar and then walk 
upstairs, all without missing a 
.beaL 

The gig ended with the 
warhorse Dust My Broom 
which, even if it didn't strefldi 
‘ Allison too much,- proved that : 
the future of the blues — aiti“( a 
of the Allison name — was Ifl 
safe hands. Dad would have 
been proud. 

John Clarke 
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HOW ? Richard Cork, finds s om .0 ou.t~of - th6-ordiiicLry Christrii8.s books for discerning 3xt lovers 


THERE can be few causes 
more lost than the operas of '■ 

Havergal Brian,.the English ■ 
composer who died 25 yeara 
ago leaving.a vast outjmt of 
Jarply unperformed works. ' 

Although some musidans ; 
haverradethecase fortteo&J- ' With 

*■* arethectosertS^OTries 


tree 


■ve *?•=* 


nothing can be said in favour 
ofhisfrve operas: certainty the 
Havergal Brian Society (fid 
not advance any -cause by 
■ presenting-this wtirid- pr* 
■•nuere concert performance of' 
The Cend. - r 

Apart from" his early; work 
The Tigers, Brian’S operas 
were ail written between 1949 
and 1957. AD take big subjects 
better'dealt with by Hotter 
composers: The Cend ■ Was 
preceded by- Turandof and 
followed by Faust and Aga¬ 
memnon. 'As both GokJ- 
schraidt arid Gihastera have 
shown, Shelley's tragedy 'of 
the teenage Beatrice Cend.' 
condemned fay Church and 
State fcr conniving at the 
murder rf. ber rapist firth**-, 
makes strong operatic materi¬ 
al, but Brian - misses every 
dramatic opportunity. 

indeed, the work’s welcome 
brevity ~ fife srire lasts just 
under two hours—means that 
vital scenes in Shelley, often 
. the most harrowing, are omit-' 
•ited altogether- Worse still, 

■ Shelley's lines are mangled 
unpoeticalty by Brian’s insen¬ 
sitive word-setting; those that 
are audible come across, in' 
unrelenting paiiando, often 


fid.qf a marriage 
■ I$fcest hjay scan an 
-1 imtikety place to find 
' 0.;.„JLSa Renaissahre" mas- 
wm sey^ai -syjIaWfis -oh a- 'tertfen. But in IShcoriary ' 
Q«Hi^:OTflEares . Italy someTof the most'out- - 
are^tte aosest&ian'OTnes'.tp ■ standing artists were ccmmis- 


eyokmfe *:ihe-.;;^nldia-''ijad^^ 
ground TitJRen aisss m cejKcBhe 


ricated m estecutepaintings on 
these richly decorated pieces of 


wou ld Jaave painted into the 

orchestration; JSmn fife start 
of the 15^nihuteovertnre, tart- ~ 
ptfe are steady and insbraneth- 
tal ctdourdufi. . 

The music blossoms Briefly 
at Beatrice's RnewdjL.but too 
late for-frte workfomakc any 
irnp acLH ejcn Fh3d sang the 
role with as much: conviction 
as posable, but StuartKafe’s 
words as. Cardinal CanriRo 
were lost. under file thick 
orchestration. David WQson- 
Johnson. got 'most of Count 
Ceori’S unpleasantness across 
and Inga Jonsdotiir caught the 
serenity of his wifeJLucretia," a 
role tfealty too Low for -Jjep; 
smallish mezzo. Justin Laven¬ 
der and Jeffrey Carl made 
good contributions. . * »' 

. All had to work hard under 
JrnnesKdfehartovenenfirasi: 
astic baton, even when ifte ' 
Mfllenmum SinJfcmia’s strmgsi 
were a little scftijrained-T 
London's musical life depends : 
on performances cf rarities, 
but this was one of fife year’s 
musicalyawrfs. '? * ■ 

= John Allis on • 


- wecrangiurniture. They were 
ampd cassom, and Bottjceflv 
ftseDinoand Uccello aD pro-, 
duced. captivating images on’ 
fifeir wood surfaces. 

■Now,: for. the. first time, 
Graham.-Hughes has written 
a scholarly and substantial 
history jof Renaissance 
Cassoni (Art Books Interna¬ 
tional, £35). He shows how- 
dassicaL mythology and his-. 
torical romance were fused, 
wifi} everyday quattrocento 
life to grve' these paintings 
their irresistible, appeal. 

;. Italianartprovides the focus 
. for several gnnmdbreaking 
new art bocks. Andrea del 
yerroccfoo tends to be re¬ 
membered primarily as the 
feather of Leonardo da Viriri, 
but he was ah impressive 
sofipfoain hisown right, and 
Andrew‘Butterfield has done 
chion justice in a pioneering 
study (Vale. £45). Verrocchio’s 
range was remarkable, en- 
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Russian revelation £S?3 


KENT NAGANO has ca± 
ducted opera in Manchester, 
before, nqtaifiy in concert-ver¬ 
sions of Bluebeard’s Castle 
and BiUy BudtL Unfike its 
counterpart at Lyon Opera, 
however;- the audience , in fin 
i Bridgewater HaD has not had 
1 the opportunity to observe him 
at work in the romantic area at 
the centre of the r e p e r to i re. So 
now. after his performances of 
Tosca with the Halfc Orches¬ 
tra and Choir and soloists 
from the European Opera 
Centre; he must be seen m a 
new.lighL 

It is true that Tasca is not fire 
most difficult score to conduct 
or to {day. Even so, the style 
and fiie authority of his inter¬ 
pretation and the quality of the 
orchestral sound under his 
direction were a .revriafipn. It. 
is said fiiat'Nagano lades 
passion, which miglff be'trufc 
in some cases, but any more of 
that particular attributeth the’ 
first of the three Tosoh perfor¬ 
mances would have been ex¬ 
cessive. A conductor has to 
apply a fairly rigorous econo¬ 
my m a work of this lengtivas 
Wiecertairfy did; he also made 
%ure of maxuniring the effect 
at the most stressful points. 

Besides, with a Tosca like 
Iada Biriucov —■ fiie outsfendr 
ing member of a cast drawn 
almost exdusivety from Rus¬ 
sia and Eastern Europe — 
there was little chance of 
anything but a 'passio n ate 
performance. She might have 



something of fife Russian dis¬ 
regard for fiie fine detail but 
she has a most votuptuous 
voice; a vehement tempera¬ 
ment mid a strikingly hand¬ 
some appearance.' If the 
Cavaradosri, VDct or Afan a¬ 
senko, is a less in terest in g 
prospect it is list because his 
vocal resources are unimpres- 
rive but because, at the age of 
nearly 40. he is surely rather 
too.did.for this kind of exetrise 
and too set in his ways. As a 
Scarpia actuafly moe years 
younger, die awesomely dark-' 
toned Bulgarian baritone 
Nikolai Dobrev gave nnxh - 
fiw- more mature perfor- 
ntetice: 1 ; 1 

concert-haD conditions,Naga- 
rib abandoned his madmg 


of the platform and deployed 
them instead in a straight line 
at the front While he amid 
usefully have sent bis Tosca 
and his Cavaradosri further 
back at there moment? where 
they are- meant to be heard 
offstage, five general quality of 
-fiie balance be secured most 
surety have persuaded him to 
stay with that kind of forma: 
non in the future. . 

Geraud Larner 


.of JPutto with d Dolphin as 
well'as file ndfitaiy. grandeur 
cf fife great CoUami tnonu- 
meatinVenice. He deserves to 
be more widely celebrated^ 
Marini Kemp reminds us.' 
in his stimulating Behind the 
PfctuiierAft and Evidence in 
Ac ItaBanRenaissance (Yale, 
€S), that Verrocchio often had 
to fight for his payments. The 
Mercanzia guild of Horence 
never, paid fife final instal¬ 
ments of Verrocdritfs fee for 
an outstanding bronze group 
of Christ and St Thomas. In 
fiie end, he was forced to 
petition' the' Florentine 
government • 

Kemp shows that even Mi¬ 
chelangelo had financial prob¬ 
lems with his patrons in the 
• Vatican. TheBfoe^ behaviour 
was shamefuL He had every 
reason to be gratefuL not only 
for-lhe Sistioe oeQing but for 
the later, titanic Lost Judg¬ 
ment on the chapel’s altar 
walL V-wrutpH in 1534. this 
prodigious fresco has recently 
been cleaned. A multitude of 
powerful details, previously 
obscured by dirt and candle- 
smoke, are illustrated with 
stotaning clarity in htididan- 
gdoc toe Last Judgm ent 
(Abrams, £49.95). The result is 
a revelation, with 150 colour 
reproductions enabling us to 
see the painting far better than 
we ran in fiie chapel itself. 

Another. R enai s san ce print- • 
ing to benefit frran cleaning. 
Hdbem’s The Ambassadors, 
is scrutinised - by Oskar 
Batscfamaim and Pascal 
. Griener in Hans Hribrin 
(Reaktion, . £40). Their ludd 
text provides an ideal accom¬ 
paniment to fiie National Gal¬ 
lery's anient exhibition of The 
Ambassadors. They set the 
printing securely in the con¬ 
text of Holbein’s career. So 



suffered an edipse. But he is 
no longer automatically derid¬ 
ed for his weeping penitents 
with their doleful, upturned 
eyes. Rem’s mastery of Ba¬ 
roque painting is acknowl¬ 
edged once more, and Richard 
E. Spear provides a compel¬ 
ling analysis of his complex 
character in Tbe “Rhine" 
Guido (Yale, £40). Apparently 
a virgin, possibly homosexual 
and definitely a hopeless gam¬ 
bler, Reni is fascinating. Spear 
has no qualms about speculat¬ 
ing. and brings his secretive 
subject back to life. 

Another extraordinary 17th- 
century Italian, the antiquary 
and natural scientist Cassiano 
dal Pozzo, is celebrated in a 
handsome new’ volume. An 
insatiable collector, he com¬ 
missioned more than 7,000 
drawings documenting file 
late Renaissance world. Most 
are preserved in the Royal 
Collection at Windsor, and the 
full extent of his so-called 
“Paper Museum” is now being 
revealed. 

The latest ins talm ent, by 
David Freedberg and Enrico 
Baldini, is devoted to 
watercolours and gouaches of 
Citrus Fruit (Harvey Miller, 
£15Q). The authors' scholar¬ 
ship is impressive, and fiie 
glowing images have an im¬ 
mediate, sumptuous appeal. 


P aul Delaroche was the 
19th-century artist 
who, confronted by 
the advent of photog¬ 
raphy, made the apocalyptic 
declaration that “from today, 
painting is dead”. But he went 
on to achieve enormous fame 
as a painter, and made use of 
the camera in his later pic¬ 
tures. Although forgotten for 
many decades, his Execution 
of Lady Jane Grey is now a 
visitors’ favourite at the Nat¬ 
ional GaDery. And Stephen 
Bann’s Paul Ddaroche: Hist¬ 
ory Painted (Reaktion. £40} 
makes impressive amends for 
fiie long years of neglect 
The classical ideals wor¬ 
shipped by Ddaroche began 
to be usurped soon after his 
death in 1856. Young artists 
looked far beyond Europe for 
stimulus, and they discovered 
rich inspiration in Oceanic art. 

In the first comprehensive 
study for more than 30 years, 
the painting, sculpture and 
architecture of Polynesia, Mi¬ 
cronesia and Melanesia is 
discussed with authority 
(Abrams, £15Q). Headed by 
Douglas Newton, a team of 
scholars reveals the brazen, 
often brilliantly coloured im¬ 
pact of the images made by 
these resourceful islanders. 

Among their many beguil¬ 
ing achievements, body paint¬ 
ing is perhaps the most direct 
form of self-expression. And 
Karl Groning’s Decorated 
Skin: A World Survey of 
Body Ait (Ifaames & Hudson, 
£45) reveals just how funda¬ 
mental fire body-decorating 
impulse really is, tracing it 
from Stone-Age times through 
to the tattooing and flesh- 
piercing of today. 


One of the tormented souls from the Sistine Chapel—and now in the stunning Michelangelo: The Last Judgment 


much has been lost, including 
Ms greatTbamas More family 
group and the mural of Henry 
Vm-s dynasty in Whitehall 
Palace, but the authors are still 
able to show how Holbein 
procealed from youthful ap¬ 
prenticeship in Augsburg to 
European eminence at the 
Tudor Court 

Although Correggio was 
Holbein's near-contemporary, 
the two painters could hardly 
have bran more. contrasted. 
Working in northern Italy, ri a 


remove from the cultural dy¬ 
namism of Florence and 
Rome, Correggio nevertheless 
enjoyed a flourishing career. 
Visitors to Parma are still 
astounded by the overwhelm¬ 
ing fresco decorations he exe¬ 
cuted there, above all in his 
soaring and ecstatic Assump¬ 
tion of the Virgin in the cupola 
of the cathedral. Writing a 
perceptive, deeply researched 
and comprehensive study of 
Correggio’s achievement 
(Yale, £45), David Ekserdjian 


has made a major contribu¬ 
tion to Renaissance art 
history. 

Even the most celebrated 
Italian artists are sometimes 
strangely neglected by writers. 
Bernini, whose fame as a 
Baroque sculptor extended far 
beyond his base in Rome, has 
long needed an up-to-date 
book on his multi-faoeted 
career. Now Charles Avery 
has provided it His Bernini: 
Genius of the Baroque 
(Thames & Hudson, E45) is a 


delight Avery admits that 
Bernini the man was capable 
of alarming cruelty, especially 
towards his errant brother 
and mistress. But his sculp¬ 
ture remains sublime. Wheth¬ 
er carving a boisterous bust of 
the plump Cardinal Sdpione 
Borghese, or fashioning the 
colossal bronze Baldacduno in 
St Peter’s Basilica, Bernini 
was supreme. 

Guido Reni. who once en¬ 
joyed a reputation almost as 
towering as Bernini’s, later 
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Rising stars in thearts firmament 
EDMcGAM>IE.^-v- 

Age Just 30. 

Profession: Publications of¬ 
ficer for the further educa¬ 
tion unit in Stirling. Oh, and 
writer. . ■ ’• 

The writing is taking oft 
Last month he won £9.000 to 
fond writing a seriri which. 
in competition with five oth- 
erunder-30s, he pitched to a 
scary audience of hard-q’ed 
industry pros at the Drama 

Forum, the first of an intend- 

ed annual conference on j 

television drama. Cl—-^_J 

m'Soodarid each 

mvsdfwfao have done one or two thingsand are hoping to 
SSa^^tofit r wastokiabouf thtspifihofswSen 
death two days before the deadline." 

What wffl fife money enable him to do with ^ 

■ Wat& “Property research and develop the 

scripts." 

he tqi to brfote fins He sta rted 

r f ea 5“fr 4 in January, and won him a Bafta 

alscypcon writer^bviousty fiiars quite good 

cunency foramfewwm yjww jf^oniysixpr 

inipomn 5iK ® inakc a 

goori." - . 

life and Jww’iaiKh his Kun dera • 
serious writer, irt m °2L.S^rTnfhis work- When I flunk 


LONDON CONCERTS: A Goehr premiere; Italianate Russians; and two exciting chamber ensembles 


Composer revisits Moscow seen from the south 


THE final instalment of the 
London Sinftmietta’s triple 
30 th-birthday celebration fea¬ 
tured a new work by Alexan¬ 
der Goehr; set in: a tightly 
constructed programme that 
provided an illuminating con¬ 
text. Given • that Goehr's 
father, the conductor Walter 
Goehr* was a pupil of 
Sdtooriberg. it made sense to 
open with a piece by the 
Second Viennese master that 
established one of the pillars 
of the young composer's musi¬ 
cal upbringing. ‘ 

The Three Pieces for Cham¬ 
berOrchestra (1910) lasta total 
of Jhree minutes and recall 
another Sdwenbcre papfl. 
.Webern, in their fastidioas 

micro-textures. Oliver 
Knussen, having conducted a 
finely observed performance.' 
seised find we h ad bad insuf¬ 
ficient time to adjust to their 
miniature, scale, and played 


parameters fti&t 


W. STEPHEN GILBERT 


The new Goehr work, ldies 
Fixes, subtitled “Sonata for 
13"; is a 17-minute piece m one 
continuous movement Uni¬ 
fied by threeubiqujtous motifs 
and a pleasingly symmetrical 
structure, it displays the eco- 
nomic processes and austere 
language characteristic of the 
composer. Indeed, Goehr 
speaks of a con s traint- tie 
imposed on'hnnsejfc a strict, 

non-decorative spphcaBOTi of 
vaiiation ’ form, folfowing a 
hint from Brahms (himseff an 
early " influence on 
Schoenberg). 

■ The hard-edged wind sonor¬ 
ities (^ Stravinsky were never 
far away, however, and all 
ithese influences, plus: that of 
Mrariasn, were evident tqo in 


Goehrts .Uttie Symphoity 
(1963), written in menKny ctf 
Ids father. The work has its 
severe aspects—notably in the 
mordant Scherzo — but the 
second-movement variations 
on a chorale seen to recall the 
19tlwentuiy tradition of 
Brahms', refracted through 
Berg as well as Schoenberg 
and Stravinsky. 

- From the same period we 
heard alto Stravinsky's Move¬ 
ments (1958-59). another eco¬ 
nomically constructed — in 
this case serial—work After a 
delicately poised performance 
of this mira-concerto for piano 
(Peter Seridn) and chamber 
orchestra. Knussen asked, 
more diffidaidy this time: 
“Would you mind hearing that 
again?" Second time round, 
one noticed not just the crisp, 
laconic gestores but also the 
unifying string lines and even 
consonant harmonies. 

The Beriin-bom Stefan WoL 
pe, whose career embraced 
Dadaism. Yiddish text-setting 
and bebop, composed many 
individual works wortb inves¬ 
tigating, but fiie Piece for 
Piano and 16 Instruments is 
not one of the more reward¬ 
ing. Despite the eloquen t ad¬ 
vocacy of the Sinfonietta, 
Knussen and Seritip, k‘ is 

difficult to imagine fiat fife 
UK premiere of fids' Sterile 
1962 piece will do much to 
advance Wolpc’s cause. 

■ ’Barry 

Millington 


LAST Sunday nighfs concert 
of an all-Rossxan programme 
by the Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra under Danide 
Gatti took a fresh took at 
familiar music; John Allison 
writes. All three of the fea¬ 
tured composers - Stravin¬ 
sky, Mussorgsky and 
Prokofiev—received idiomat¬ 
ic treatment But Gatti is too 
muc h of an individualist to 



play them in a completely 
traditional way. It may have 
been Ins Italian temperament 
but It was beauty of line that 
seemed to be the uppermost 
concern here, and these per¬ 
formances tapped the rich 


melodic vein that was in any 
case partly bequeathed to 
Russian composers by their 
Italian counterparts. 

As it is already an arrange¬ 
ment there is more room for 
freedom in tbe orchestra] 
version of Pictures at an 
Exhibition than in 
Mussorgsky’s piano original 
Gatti brought a fresh ear for 
colour to his account which 


Richly rewarding rarities 


IT WOULD take more space 
than is available here to 
explain why they are called the 
Fibonacci Sequence, Barry 
Millington writes. But some¬ 
how the name—inventive and 
stylish — captures the essence 
of Kalhron Sturnxk’s excel¬ 
lent ensemble. 

Il is a Protean group, con¬ 
sisting of more than a dozen 
individuals who come togeth¬ 
er in various formations to 
play r eper to i r e both main¬ 
stream and unfamiliar, with 
the emphasis decidedly on the 
latter. Monday’s programme 
was typicalty innovative and 
wide-ranging, yet also coher¬ 
ent with three works from 
eastern European composers 
(Martmu, Dohnanyi and 
Ippobtov-Ivanov), two from 
Erench (Poulenc and Ravel) 
and Mozarts Horn Quintet in 
Eflat 

The Trio'for oboe; bassoon 
and . piano by Poulenc was 
quintessential Fibonacci — 
witty, pungent, capricious — 
and the performance by Chris¬ 
topher O’Neal, Richard Skin- 
ner and Kalhron Sturrock was 
needleshaip. Hie Mozart 
gave horn player Stephen Stir¬ 
ling a chance to shine with 
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admirable support from richly 
textured lower strings. 

Ravel’s Introduction and Al¬ 
legro for harp, flute and string 
quartet offered harpist Gillian 
Tingay the starring role, 
though she too was given a 
sensitive backdrop. Martinu^ 
resourceful Trio for flute, cdlo 
and piano was well worth 
unearthing, offering each 
player opportunities for soul¬ 
ful expressiveness. But it was 
Dohnanyi’s Sextet that rather 
stole the show. Irredeemably 
ran antic, Dohnanyi’s music 
both soothes the senses and 
commands the attention. The 
precipitous finale, for exam¬ 
ple. suddenly erupts, with no 
warning, in a Viennese waltz 
•— a moment relished by the 
ensemble, who whirled round 
the ballroom with abandon. 

Virtuosity was very much 
the_ watchword, too, for the 
mataj the following night by 


the Safari Duo. These young 
Danish percussionists gave an 
enthralling display, undeni¬ 
ably impressive even if the 
aesthetic value of all but one 
item was questionable. 

Pieces of Wood and Nagoya 
Marimbas were typical Steve 
Reich in that they elevated 
metrical ctnnplexity over all 
other criteria. Wayne Siegel’s 
42nd Street Rondo gave the 
players more improvisational 
freedom, but is scarcely more 
interesting. The Duo brought 
home the horrendous rhyth¬ 
mical intricacies of Andy 
Pape’s CaDance42 by getting 
half the audience to dap 
groups of four beats against 
the other, halfs five. Undoubt¬ 
edly a tour deforce, fait again 
of doubtful artistic merit 

Transcriptions of a Bach 
Prelude and Ravel's Pavane 
supplied the ravishing sonori¬ 
ties lacking elsewhere; though 
the fonner was a travesty of 
the original in every respect. 
Fireplay by “Fuzty” — a 
composer I had not previously 
encountered — was another 
circus act, leaving Jacob Ter 
Veldhuis’s Goldrush alone to 
combine rhythmic vigour with 
timbrel interest 


meant that at times the or^ 
diestretion sounded rather 
more like Respighi than Rav¬ 
el, and he drew expansive, 
sonorous playing from the 
RPO. Tbe opening Prome¬ 
nade had broad sweep, and 
tbe Old Castle came across as 
a delicately perfumed scene. 

Just occasionally the sound 
was too soft-grained. The 
progress of the old cart in 
Bydlo was a little light, and 
some of grotesque details that 
mark Baba Yaga went miss¬ 
ing. But Gatti shaped the 
movements with a sure hand, 
culminating in a powerful 
account of The Great Gate of 
Kiev. The performance cer¬ 
tainly swept away file cob¬ 
webs that had made the 
opening of Stravinsky^ Cir¬ 
cus Polka appear lacklustre, 
though that too was quickly 
steered towards its rousing 
dose. 

A few of the speeds in 
Gath’s performance of Pro¬ 
kofiev’s Alexander Nevsky 
cantata may also have been 
mi the indulgent side, fait 
then he didn't have to keep in 
synch with Sergei Eisenstein’s 
famous movie, from which 
this cantata is drawn. He 
justified any slowness in his 
heartfelt handling of the 
tender melodies and stirring 
patriotic tunes, and was no 
slouch in the splendidly inci¬ 
sive battle music. 

The London Symphony 
Chorus made exciting and 
alert contributions, bat the 
best singing came from Irina 
Tdnstyakova. who disclosed 
an even, dark-coloured mezzo 
in the Field of the Dead sola 
Her interior lament captured 
the special quality that makes 

this some of the greatest film 

music ever written. 


■/ 

t 
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FESTIVE AT 90s An array <* <jtV*rg 
musical stars asaemUte lo .jete&aie me 
Raya) PWhamwne Oicheaw s 5<*n 
bmrxtfY MoWsciraGabaUd. Andrea 
BoceUi and (to L3W* StSEraara but 
a tew « me amus mo RPO in a 

programme feowtog music by 
Resptghr. 3*Wt Gerslwnn and Puccini 
DarnetcGafti S4 Sreon Rente end Jose 
Coflado rate &res w* me baton 
Alban Hall Kensmgren Goto. SW7 
(0171-589 8C12I TomgW. 7 3^™ £ 
THE GCWERNMENT INSPECTOR 
JonaSOP Ken) dJrEtte Tom Hotiander as 
tte piesumefl inspector. Bna" 

35 ns servant ana ton MdJanrod as «f» 
JevwjJ Mayo* m Go^ol s man***** 
satiric cocneoy 

Almeida Theatre :08«.7i«fa area 
Ni 10171-3594404). Opens mrtgM. 
7pm Then Mon-Sal. 7.30pm; mat Sal. 
3pm iJntil January 31 B 
THE MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR 
Ian Judge's ply producJiar. «flh Lesfe 
Ptfhps tong crammed mw ne larchy 
Dosi'j.’i by Joanna McCalum aid 
Suwrmah York Edward Pemertmcige 
plays Fend 

Barbican S4k Street. EC? (0171-638 
8891) Open-A ronton. 7pm In rep B 

PH1LHARMOWA ORCHESTRA. 

ReTurre, trtv tor Ws pedormance o' 

Verdi's Requiem James Lewie 
cor duds the Mdwcira ana the 
Ptunamonia Chorus looted by a bte- 
up ijj oolo lumnanes mtiWGng FWwiO 
Aiagna M« replaces the ndapased 
PawBOWi, Retire Flaming. Luoana 
Q yimo and ftooerto Scandiuzzi 
Festival Hal. South Bank SE1 (0171- 
960 42«2l Trjragtt. 7 30pm. ® 

P( SEWHERE 

BIRMINGHAM; A Grand Chnstmas 
Gau bv :na Haw English Orchootra, 
Stqcra and Dancers otters Moran 
with a drierena: m a danced 
pertormanoe ot Erne KJeme 


B BEAUTY AM) THE BEAST 

Osnev'sCtoi wmed mm a hit Ghaadway 
mveical JJw-Alanah Bnghtan and 
Alasdav Haney as the leads 
Dominion Tottenham Court Rcwd. Wl 
(0171-416 6060) Mon-SaL 7 30pm; mat 
Sal. 230pm. 

□ THE BOYS IN THE BAND- Man 

Crowley & gicwrd-toreaMng gay play 
from 1968 now something oi a penod 
twee with is "gay moans witty but 
wretched message. 

Aldwych. The AJdwych. WC210171- 
416 60TO) Mon-Sal 8pm; mals Thu 
Aid Sat. 3pm 

■ CHICAGO Ftewsed tferswi al lha 
ceiebraied Kandei & Ebb musical 
d«ec red by Walter Botoe Statrug 
Bjttrte HonshaB. Uia Lemper. Henry 
Goodman and Mget Planer 
AdetpM. Strand. London WC2 (0171- 
344 i»5b) Mon-SaL 6pm: mats Wed 
and Sal . 2 30pm Q 

□ CHICKS WITH FUCKS' Jackie 
Chme a mptessena (and doubtless 
campi musical tnbifle to the draco 
t*ras ol the 70s Her Imperaonanon or 
Karen Carpenter ts sard lo be flawless. 
King's Hem. Upper Street NI (D17i- 
2261918) Tue-T7«jf. Bprrr. Fn and Sat 
7pm and 9pm. Sun. 3 30pm ® 

□ CYRANO DE BERGERAC The 
seS-our FISC produawn tram Strattcnd. 
with Antony Shar as Rostand s tragic 
romantic hero Gregory Doran dvecte 
Lyric, Shattesbuiy Aw. W110171-494 
5054 1 Mon-Sal. 730pm; mats Wed and 
Sai 2pm 

BA GRAND MGHT OUT Wallace 
and Gromit take to the stage lor 
Christmas, pursued lo London ty me 
Penguin. escaped tram goal and bent 


NEW RELEASES 

A FURTHER GESTURE (15)-Stephen 
Rea's escaped IRA prisoner hnds Me 
hard m ttartnnan Sequent human 
drama, with Rosana Pastor and Allied 
Molina Direcux. Robert Domhekn. 

ABC PlccwdBly (0171-4373561) 

* I KNOW WHAT YOU DID LAST 
SUMMER (18); Heddess teenagers gel 
tin* comeuppance Variable t um or Wn 
tram the wnier ol Scream With Jermrfer 
Low Hmt. Freddie Prvue Jr. 

Odeona: Kensington (0181-315 4214) 
Swfoe Cottage (0181-315 42201 Pfaza 
IS (0990 888990) Ritzy 101 71-737 
2121) ua WMWeyefi 10990 888990) 
Virgins: Fulham Road (0171-370 
2638) Trocadaro® 10181 -9706015) 
Warner IS 10171-437 4343) 

PERSONS UNKNOWN (18)' Joe 
Mamegrta. Ke#y Lynch and Naomi Wads 
bum Iheir fingere oiaatmg drvrg money. 
So- so enme thriler. directed by George 
1 -fcKenlooper 

Metro (0171-437 0757) 

♦ TOMORROW NEVER DCS (12) 
P»ca Braenon's James Bond contais 
an evil media mogul (Jonathan Piycei. 
Set pteoa (hrite, but InUe aparMe With 
Nhchafle Yeah and Ter Hatcher 

ABC Tottontam Cowt Hoad (017i. 
83861481 BarWeanB(0I77-638 8891) 
Ooptnoi Picture House (0171 -498 
33231 Cunon Mayfair (0171 -3t» T 720) 
Gmemrich (0181 -235 3005) Nailing 
WB Coronet B (0171-727 67051 
Odeons: Camden Town (0181-315 
4255| Kensington (0181-315 4214) 
Leicester Square 10181-315 4215) 
Marblo Arch 10181 -315 4216) Swiss 
Cottage <0181-315 4220) Ritzy (0171- 


TODAY'S CHOICE 


A dally guide to arts 
and entertainment 

eompfad by Merit Hargte 


NaOmusA. The choreography lor ma 
wto was espeoaty devised tor ma 
grehesira s visit la the Salzburg F«bwJ 
earVjr tnts year Other leetM pieces 
featured ora Rose nr? Wfdram refl 
Overuse, and pieces tram Cdffrwn and 
L’ArtbsaertnffbyStSBL The evening 
anefexteswithspkttualasalrojazz ■ 
dance, and carato (or el 
Symphony Hsfl. Brood Strea (0i2t- 
212 3333). Tontgm. 7.30pm g 
BRISTOL Jez Butenmnti s Mofo, a 
gWaing Diack comedy s« in a r»ar- 
tantasy School 1950sgangsters With 



Roberto AJagna sines 
in the Festival Hall 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kingston's ass 
ol thoatre showing In 


sassmssmont 
ng In London 


■ House fulL returns only 
B Some seats nailable 
□ Seats at aR p ries * 


on rewnge N«ck Pnh.'s characwrs put 
through thee paces by (he Thundertods 
FAB team 

Peacock Theatre. Portugal Street. Otf 
Kingsway. VK2 (0171-494 5090} Mon- 
Sat 7 JCipm. mar Sol 3pm. From Doc 
IS- mas almos/ deny 

□ THE HOUSE OF DESIRES' One 
Haree present a remarkable comedy by 
the 1 Tth-cerSury poet, dramatist and 
nun, SorJiAnaineedelaCruz. who was 
eventually otdared to slop wntKig ahar 
damng a woman's ngtn ia be an 
nreitectual Her play's sutyed is three 
men and two woman locked n 
oWfiappeig love triangles, and. Iso 
locked together n a house 
BAC. Lavender HI. SW111017 23 
2223). Tub-S at, 8pm: mat Sun. 6pm 
Until December 21. Q 

B LITTLE EYOLF. Temfic playing by 
Robert Gien filer and Joanne France at 
the hean ol Adrian Noble's siporb 
bson proOucHon GuR, lemorx and 
nannra) on the fiord. See i«ww. right 
PM, Bmtucan Centre. S4k SL ECS! 
(0171-6388891). Tonight and nmonow, 
7 15pm; mat lomorrow. 2pm. )n rep. 

B MORE GRIMM TALES Asecond 
group ol slohes by tfie same team ol 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brown's assessment of 
films fn London and {whore 
Indicated with the symbol *) 
on release across IPs country 


7372121) ScreefWBMtar Street 
(0171 -935 2772) Virgins: Chelsea 
(0171-352 5096) FURaan Roed (0171- 
3703836) 

CURRENT 

+THE BOR ROWERS (Ui.Mmuscute 
scavengers bghl tar Iheir home. 
Erfriararmg lamfly Hm. much adapted 
tram the chWcfran's classic. With Jctfri 
Goockman. Jm Broatoem. 

Barbican 010171-638 B8911 
Greonwidl (0i8?-23S 3005/ Odeons: 
Kensington (0181-3154214) Marble 
Arch (01B1-315 4216) Swfas Cottage 
10181 -315 4220) Pfaza B(0990 
888990) UCI WMtalayaB (0990 
888990) VhginK Fulham Road (0171- 
370 2636) Docadero 0(0181-970 
«H5) Warner® (0171-4374343) 

♦ COP LAND (IS) Lazy shenfl 
ponders what to As abour corn 4 ?) oops. 
Flawed bul absortwig drama, with 
Sylvester SiaHone. Harvey Kane). Robert 
De flfco. Director. James Mangold 
Greenwich (0161-23S 3005) Odeons: 
Camden (0181-315 4255) Kensington 
(0181-315 4214) Marbta Arch (0181- 
315 42161 Swiss Cottage (0181-315 
4220) Ritzy 19171-737 2121) 
Screen/Boker St (Ol 71 -935 2772| 


Anian Saunders as Baby aid Fk»s 
Boatman os Mickey l®i Hastings, 
directs. 

New Vie. King Suew (0117 987 7877) 
Opens torvght, 730pm Then Man-Wed. 
7.30pm; Thu-SeL 8pnt mats TTwr and 
SaL 230pm UnUJgnuaiy 17.® • 

LEEDS: Cordnung hor suoaewftJ 
cdlabaratun vwh Opera North. 
Annabel Aidan directs the corrpany n 
a new production of The Mage ftjre A 
raw look is brought to Mozart s 

aHeg«icaliatebydBai9WRosv*ha 

Gcri<R nth lighting by Pauls 
Constable The cast n load fcy Margaret 
Rchanlscn aePomna, wdhNeC 
Ardicr to (he role of Torino and Cara 
Q'Sudvan as The Queer a) Night Brad 
Cohan conduce. 

Grand Theatre, 48 New Briggse 

(0113-245 8351/440971). Optra tonight 

7.15pm.® 

POOLE. Settle dawn » some suraad 
mtduriita cheer in the company ol one 
of (ha hoOesf comK prapenes artMkl 
as the award-winning stand-up Hany 
HR's 50-venue national tour hits lawn 
nregtn With stahion support ham 
Stoufter the CaL 

Art* Centre, KJnglend Road eh 202 
685222) Tonight, 730pm. ® 

LONDON GALLERIES 

BriltahMiiaeum: Cartier 1900-1929 
(0171-323 8525) . Hayworth Objects 

o( Detfnr The Modem Stn Lite (pin- 
928 3144) Itoaewn of London. 
Bedlam- Custody, care and cure, 1247- 
1937(0171-6000807) NMonsf. 
HogwVi'G Mamage A-ia-Mode (0171- 
747 2885). NaBonal Prelralt Sr 
Harry Raeburn (1756-1823) (0171-308 
0055) . Royal Academy- Victorian 
Fairy Panong (0171 -439 7438) .. 
S erpe n tine: Ptera Marconi (0171-402 
6075) Tate- Turner on (he Love 
The Tour through Northern Ranee 
(0171-8878000) . VA A Cad and 

Kahn Latssan Creators ot the 5wec6sn 
Style (0171-838 8343/8441) 


Carer Ann Dully [writer] and Tm Supple 
(deectoO who created the axcefcnt 1994 
snow. Probably )ua as maiweHausty 
macabre 

The Young Vic. 66 The Cut SEI 
(0171-32863133) Mon-Sat at varous 
brass (10.30am, 1 30pm 230pm. 7pm) 
arid on Sun (Jan 4.11.18). 4pm ® 

■ OTHB-LO. David Harewood makes 
hs National Theatre cWaut in the due roie 
ot Sam Mendes s production , witti 
Oare Skinner as Mrs OthaBo and Smon 
Russell Beale aa I ago 
Notional (Cottmloo) South Bank. 

SEI (0171-92822S2I Tonight and 
(ornonow. 7pm. In rep 
D STRANGER'S HOUSE: Mary Paste 
dkects the mam German production m 
(he New curapsan rtHtmg season Daa 
Lohar-^ play folans ihe unfoiding ensts 
alter the arrival of a Macedonian 
deserts In a German Town 
Royal Coist Upstsira (Ambsssadore). 
west SLWC2 10171 -565 5000) Tonight 
and Sat 8pm 

LONG RUNNERS 

□ Blood Brolften Phoerex (0171-369 

1733) . Q Buddy Strand F0171-930 
88001 DCata New London 
(0171-405 0072) . □ The Complete 

Works of WUSsin Shakespeare 
(Abridged] OKnwi [0171-388 r737) 

B Miss Saigon: Drury Lane 
(0171-494 5400) . □ The 

Mousetrap- Si Martin's (0171-836 
1443) . . B OHveit PaHacflum (0171- 
494 5020) El StartgM Q c p i ea s 

ApoBoVtatona (0171-41660541 

□ This Woman h Black: Fortune 
(0171-836 2230) 

Tictei nJormatxyi supp&ed by Sexxt/ 
cl London Theatre 


Screen/Green (0171-226 3SXi UCI 
WhAaleya ® (0990 888990) Virgins: 
ChalM (0171-352 5096) Trocadaro 
® (Oiat 970 8015) Warner®(0171 
4374343) 

♦THE FULL MONTY (15) 

UnarrtplaYed sieehrerkers clip tor icasn. 
Bouncy Brmsn comedy, with Robert 
Cariyie. TomWakmson. MaikAddy 
Odeons: Mreaanina © (0181-3IS 
4215| Swiss Cottage [0181-315 42201 
Pfaza G l«90 888990) UCI 
Whlteleya ® (099088TO90I Virgins: 
Chelsea (0171 352 5096) Trocodero 
010181 -970 80151 
ITS A WONDERFUL LIFE (U| Frank 
Capra'a American da&wu. revived r a 
newpnnt With James Stewart as the 
doubwvj do-gooder 
Clapham Picture House (0171-498 
3323) Curzon West End 10171 -369 
1722) Screen/HU ® (0171-435 3366) 
VI rgfei Fulham Road (0171-3702638) 

ONE NIGHT STAND |18|- Absortwig 
study In mhdeliy ana its atierrnam 
Ejocabarrl periormances (ram WSstey 
Srvpas Nastassja Km*y, Robert 
Downey Jt andKyto MacLocNan. 

Data 0 [0171-727 4043) Odoon 
Camden Town I0181-J15 4?S5) Pfaza 
® 10990 B88990| Ritzy (0171-737 
2121) UCI WNMoysB (0990 888990) 
Virgin Trocadaro 0 (0181-97060151 
Warner® (0171-437 4343) 

WILDE (I5|. Stephen Fry as Oscar 
Wilde hne and touching tnough the Wm 
is more firrtd than you rmghr rapes 
ABCs: Ponton Street (0171 930 0631> 
ShaRsebury Aeenue [0171 -836 62791 
Richmond (0181 -333 0030) Virgin 
Fulham Road (0171-370 2636) 


The classic 
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B en Hecht and 
Charles MacArthur, 
Chicago reporters 
turned Broadway 
dramatists, never lost their 
nostalgia for the mucous may¬ 
hem of the 1920s newsroom. 
That is evident from memoirs 
that fondly remember an era 
when an orthodontist who 
raped a patient was feted with 
the headline “Dentist FiUs 
Wrong Cavity", fi is equally 

apparent in their joint tri¬ 
umph, The Front Page. ■ 

As Sam Mendes'S revival at 
the Donmar confirms, this 
remains a wonderfully, wick¬ 
edly ambivalent piece. Hecht 
and MacArthur know they 
should disapprove of a journo 
who, hearing over the phone 
of murder and injury, emits 
happy gurgles of "fine" and 
"swell” They know that no 
decent person would beg a 
sheriff to bring forward an 
execution so that he can catch 
an early-morning deadline. 
But they cannot disguise the 
relish they feel for the two 
main characters played so 
robustly by Griff Rhys Jones 
and Akin Armstrong at the 
Donmar: the peppy news- 
hound Hildy Johnson and his 
bullying, brutal. managing 
editor, Walter Burns. 

Since the play has spawned 
a trio or movies, you probably 
know the story. Johnson is off 
to the security of marriage and 
a job in advertising in New 
York when, crash, bullets 
splinter the windows of the 
pressroom in Chicago’s crimi¬ 
nal courts. The young anar¬ 
chist who Is to be hanged next 
day has escaped. How can a 
good reporter run from a big 
story that when he manages 
to secrete the fugitive in a 
colleague's rolltop desk, seems 
about to become a gigantic 
scoop? Of course he cant — 
and the authors' sympathies 
are with him and his boss, not 
wirh his rearful fiancee, nor 
with the sentimentally con¬ 
ceived whore who berates the 
coarse, cynical newsmen with 
"Shame on you! A poor little 








crazy fellow alone with the 
Angel of Death, and you're 
cracking jokes." 

A play that began as an 
expose ends as a celebration of 
tabloid journalism. All is slea¬ 
zy verve and seedy gusto as the 
pressmen battle for their 
exclusives and corrupt politi¬ 
cians for the execution that 
will win them the upcoming 
election. This is a world of lies, 
tricks, gruff, blackmail and 
violence — and drat is the way 
Hecht and MacArthur like it 
The universe outside is for 
cissy nine-to-fivers -and New 
York" lizzies". 

It would be absurdly 
humourless to moralise or 
complain, especially when 
Mendes's production man¬ 
ages both to evoke the dingy, 
run-down atmosphere or the 
newsroom, with its endless 
racist slurs and misogynist 
cracks, and to keep the fun 
racing along. One or two 
actors try too hard to be funny 
and become mannered. But 
there are nice performances 
from Adam Godley as the 
pressroom's resident nerd and 
prig, Christopher Benjamin as 
a sly. fake-genial mayor, and. 
especially, a rasping Arm¬ 
strong as the champion bruis¬ 
er of Windy City journalism. 

Rhys Jones, with his bus¬ 
tling manner and bubbly 
voice, isn’t my idea of the 
"lusty, hoodlumesque, half- 
drunk caballero" of the play's 
stage directions. But he brims 
with energy and brings all his 
comic expertise to the panic of 
a Johnson pulled one way by 
his prospective wife and moth¬ 
er-in-law and the other by 
those macho instincts Hecht 
and MacArthur surreptitious¬ 
ly share. 1 laughed a loL 

Benedict 

Nightingale 

M This review appeared in hue 
editions yesterday 



Robust duo: Alun Armstrong as Walter Bums and Griff Rhys Jones as Hildy Johnson 


A fatal flaw 
conquered 


kittleC^btf{ 

Ba^icanM^ 


PAST productions of this late Ibsen 
play led me to believe that it was 
fatally flawed by abrupt changes of 
tone. Written after The Master Build - 
er, where a poisoned marriage ends 
with the husband's death. Ibsen 
contrived a way for a stricken couple 
to carry on. But after what Alfred 
Allmers and his Rita have undergone 
— death of love, death of ambition, 
death of their nine-year-old crippled 
son — the hints of an even modestly 
happy future have always looked 
improbable. 

But in Adrian Noble Little Eyolfhas 
found its director. When Robert 
Glenister and Joanne Pearce stand 
alongside each other at the dose, their 
prospects may not be truly hopeful; 
this really doesn't matter what has 
proved so convincing is the route that 
has brought them to this point. 
Noble’s production and his cast — 
unchanged from its opening at Strat¬ 
ford — establish the play's unflinching 


exposure of passion and conscience as 
grippingly persuasive drama. 

Rob Howell’s design pares down 
Ibsen's three duttexed sets to a bare 
ground sparsely occupied by table and 
benches. The background fjord is 
suggested by a translucent sheet 
where radiant blues float into peacock 
greens, while the cracks in the ground 
that radiate from a spot near the table 
perhaps mark the very spot where the 
baby Eyolf fell. Far from seeming 
artifice, the cracks beneath the feet 
combine with Michael Meyer’s reso: 
riant translation and the gestures and 
haunted eyes of the players to com¬ 
pose tire fierce tensions of the play. 

In the increasingly fraught scenes. 
where husband and wife switch 
frantically between blaming the other 
and accusing themselves for EyoIPs 
doomed life. Pearce and Glenister 
traverse the stage in tight curves like 
snakes over saxid. endlessly repeating 
the same movements in the way that 
their thoughts go over rhe same 
mental territory. They give unsurpass¬ 
able displays of corroding grief. 

There is also fine playing from 
Derbhle Crotty as the sister sand¬ 
wiched between them, from Damian 
Lewis’s attentive Borghejm, and a Rat 
Wife from Bridget Turner, on stage for 
wily five minutes but whose sweetly 
sinister words echo beyond the end, 

Jeremy Kingston 


Magical 

stoiytime 



. ONE of the unpredictable, jays of the. 
Arabian Nights is never knowing imp 
which of the 1001 tales you will be 
plunged. In Sheila Marnier's produc¬ 
tion it's the story of the storyteller, the 
beautiful Scheherazade, that anchors 
this Christinas show. That and a fez 
full of songs by Richard Taylor that 
seamlessly sweep Scheherazade and 
Gromar. die resident genie, from one 
chapter to tire nexL 

TTre Arabs may be dressed in their 
pastel pantomime best but there are a 
couple of sharp edges that have to be 
avoided. Stewart Thompson plays the 
sulky Sultan, who kills virgins on a 
nifditly basis because his wife ran 
away with a servant He also doubles 
as the evil unde who holds an innocent 
girl and her sick brother to ransom. 
Straws don't get much shorter than his 
when it comes to bartering for the 
loyalties of an array of schoolchildren. 

Emma Jay Thomas'S Scheherazade, 
who is married to the former, carries 


all with her first simper, barely 
needing her song, Scheherazade's 
Panic, to reveal that she has only 
avoided death because of her ability to 
tell ripping yarns. But as the thou¬ 
sandth night arrives she finds she's 
run out of inspiration. 

Cue Ross MacKenzie's flakey genie. 
"Cover me in camel droppings," he 
howls, in a fair imitation of Scoobie 
Doo, as the two embark on a danger¬ 
ous trip to the sleazy side of town: 
Scheherazade to find inspiration for: 
her stories, Graraar to rediscover his . 
powers. Arab robbers attack them like 
Keystone Cops, and Adrian Sarple'S 
Ajib dives in to save them like Bruce 
Lee. Wicked Unde Schahzabac tosses 
them into the clouds, aijd Joshua 
Bancel’s piratical Sin bad rescues them 
from the middle erf the ocean. 

Mander’s production, howeveriA 
refuses to degenerate into pantwramef®: 
which proves rather frustrating for the ’ 
youngest children, keen for more 
slapstick and interaction. Bur Taylor'S 
music and Marty Flood’s beautifully 
costumed designs keep the story at a 
mythic, and magical, distance. What's 
being celebrated is the illustrated art of 
storytelling. 'The human imagination 
is deeper than the deepest well," says a 
booming voiceover at one poinL Quite 
a few young imaginations enjoyed an 
unexpected tumble. 

James Christopher 
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’s Bench Divisional Court 


Law Report December 171997 


LAW 33 

House of Lords 


Fairness often demands reasons No abuse to court-martial civilian 




reasoas lor its decision, 
would m the particular 
^^^ances often demand that it 

Thaefeae; fairness did require 
court-martial should have 
reasons for rejecting the 
2™ of a soldier of long and 
Way service tear the effects 
“v** 1 anti-malarial drug had 
ca &edhim to commit an offence of 
"Wwdmp, to which he pleaded 
jfffly».a nd for.sentendng him to 
^ff ris0run ent with consequent 
wwgaRay dismissal and reduction 
Mrthei anfca 

Tfc Queen's Bench Divisional 
So staled when granting an 
application for. Judicial review by 
Cofin Murray and quashing the 
d^skais of a district court-martial 
which had rejected the causal 
°°hnecfion evidence and sentenced 
to six months imprisonment, 
tojbe reduced to the ranks and 
dismissed from, the Army follow¬ 
ing his plea of guilty to a dvfl 
offence, contrary to section 70 of 
thfc’Anoy Act 1955, namely wound¬ 
ing contrary to section 20 of die 
Offences against the Persons Act 

W- 

The applicant's challenge that 
the sentence was unreasonable in 
*' tefi Wednesbury sense |(I94S| I KB 
\!QB)wasrqected. 

The applicant, then a sergeant in 
I Royal School ctf Military En¬ 
gineering Regiment, having 
pleaded guilty to wounding, ad¬ 
duced evidence of his record as an 

exemplary soldier of 20 years 
service whose commission of the 
aftnoe was totally out of character 
and; on his case, either wholly or 
partly due his ingestion of dw anti- 
malarial drug. meDoqume- 

The court-martial reached its 
conclusion on die evidmee and 
passed sentence without giving 
reasons. Dismissal was the obliga¬ 
tor result of a sentence or 
imprisonment rather than one of 
detention, with the consequence 
; that the applicant was unable to 
[ complete 22 years service which 
M would have carried with it consid¬ 
erable financial benefits. 

The sentence was confirmed by 
the confirming officer, who had 
also been the convening officer, 
and two subsequent pendens for 
review were rejected, no reasons 
ever being given. Under the pro¬ 
visions then in force no right to 


seek leave to appeal against sen¬ 
tence lay tip the Courts-Martial 
Appeal Court 

On the only available remedy, 
the present application for judktal 
review, no affidavit explaining the 
reasons was adduced by the Min¬ 
istry of Defence. 

Miss Clare Montgomery. QC 
and Mr Richard Wormald far the 
applicant Mr James Eadie for the 

Ministry of Defence. 

MR JUSTICE HOOPER sad 
that given the applicants exem¬ 
plary background are] that any act 
of violence was entirely out of 
character, had given the evidence 
he had adduced, an explanation as 
to why the court thought he had 
reaoed as he had would have been 
desirable. 

Even if the court were right to 
reach id conclusion, it would have 
been desirable to have had an 
explanation as to why it was 
thought that he should be sen¬ 
tenced as he had been and in 
particular why imprisonment and 
dismissal rather than detention 
was thought necessary. He. his 
famOy and regiment were entitled, 
it might be thought, to some 
explanation. 

His Lordship referred to the 
statutory framework in place at the 
relevant time, which made no 
provision for the giving of reasons 
in present circumstances. He also 
referred to subsequent changes, 
effected by the Armed forces Act 
1996 and the Courts-Martial 
(Army) Rules (SI 1997 No 169). 
saying that of relevance, or pos¬ 
sible relevance, were the pro¬ 
visions that: 

6) There was now a right to seek 
leave to appeal against sentence to 
the Courts-Martial Appeal Court: 
fii) the judge advocate was now a 
member of the court although not 
present while the other members 
deliberated on a charge; (fii) the 
judge advocate might in open court 
question die court on any finding 
of feet reached during its delibera¬ 
tions on the findings on any 
charge; frv) any reasons for sen¬ 
tence were, with the sentence, to be 
announced in open court; (v) 
provision was made in the rules for 
determining disputes ctf fact after a 
finding of gufit and (vi) the 
reviewing authority was now re¬ 
quired to give reasons for its 
derision if. inter alia, a petition was 
presented under section 1130) of 
the 1955 Act as amended by the 
1996 Act. 

Miss Montgomery had relied an 
R v Civil Service Appeal Board, Ex 
parte Cunningham Q1992] ICR 
816), R v Secretary of Stale for the 
Home Department, Ex parte 
Doody Q !994| 1 AC S31) and R v 


Higher Education Funding Coun¬ 
cil, Ex parte Institute of Dental 
Surgery QI994] 1 WLR 241). 

From those authorities the 
following principles might be 
deduced: 

1 Die law did not at present 
recognise a general duty to give 
reasons. . . 

1 Where a statute co n fer r ed on any 
body the power to make derisions 

affecting individuals, the court not 

only required the procedure pre¬ 
scribed by statute to be followed, 
bur would imply just such addi¬ 
tional procedural standards as 
would ensure the attainment of 
fairness. 

3 In the absence of a requirement 
to give reasons, the person seeking 
to argue that they should have 
been given had to show that the 
procedure adopted of not giving 
reasons was unfair. 

4 There was a perceptible trend 
towards- aa insistence on greater 
openness in die making of admin¬ 
istrative decdsions- 

5 In deciding whether fairness 
required a tribunal to give reasons 
regard would be had not only to 
the first instance bearing but also 
to the availability and nature of 
any appellate remedy, or remedy 
by way of judicial review; (a) 
absence of any appellate right 
might be a factor in <4*eiHing that 
reasons should be given; and (b) if 
h was important that there should 
be an effective means of detecting 
the kind of error, by way of judicial 
review, which would emitted (he 
court to intervene, reasons might 
have to be disclosed. 

6 The fact that a tribunal was 
carrying out a judicial function 
was a consideration in favour of a 
requirement of reasons, particu¬ 
larly where personal liberty was 
concerned. 

7 If the giving of a derision without 
reasons was insufficient to achieve 
justice then reasons should be 
required, as also where the de¬ 
cision appeared aberrant 

8 The following (actors were in 
favour of requiring reasons: (a) 
that giving reasons concentrated 
the decision-maker's mind on the 
right questions and demonstrated 
to the recipient that that was so. (b) 
it also showed that the issues had 
been conscientiously addressed 
and how the result had been 
reached, (ri alternatively, it alerted 
the recipient to a justiciable flaw in 
the process. 

9 The following factors were 
against the requirement of rea¬ 
sons: (a) it might place an undue 
burden on derision-makers, (b) 
demand an appearance of 
unanimity where there was di¬ 
versity. (c) call for articulation of 
sometimes inexpressible value 


judgments and (d) offer an invita¬ 
tion to die captious to comb the 
reasons for previously un¬ 
suspected grounds of challenge. 

10 Although fairness might favour 
a requirement for reasons there 
might be outweighing consid¬ 
erations of public interest. 

11 The giving of reasons would not 
be re q uir ed if the procedures of the 
particular decision-maker would 

be frustrated by their being 
required. 

Applying those principles, his 
Lordship answered in the affir¬ 
mative the question: did fairness 
require here that reasons should 
have been given as to why the 
court (a) reached the cooduskm 
that there was no causal connec¬ 
tion between the anti-malarial 
drug and the applicant's behav¬ 
iour and (b) decided that the 
sentence of imprisonment was 
required, rather than a lesser 
sentence which would not have 
had the same dire consequences 
for the applicant? 

He rejeried the public interest 
reasons relied on by Mr Eadie who 
had drawn analogies with other 
judicial bodies suai as a jury or 
justices in reaching their verdicts 
in criminal cases. 

His Lordship accepted Miss 
Montgomery's submissions that 
those bodies were not analogous 
because in the case of a jury the 
Court of Appeal Criminal Di¬ 
vision, might be asked to deride 
whether a conviction was safe and 
therefore there would be reasons at 
some stage of the process, and. in 
the case of justices, because (a) a 
convicted defendant had a right of 
appeal to the crown court which 
was ex pected to give reasons, or (b) 
an by way of case stated was 
available. 

It was unnetxssaiy to decide 
whether the confirming officer and 
the reviewing authorities should 
have given reasons. There was 
much force in the argument that 
they should have done so an the 
present facts and the new rules 
imposed a requirement to do so on 
die reviewing authorities. 

It was not to be thought that 
failure to give -reasons would 
normally result in the quashing of 
a post-conviction determination of 
fact, a sentence or the review of a 
sentence. Modi would depend on 
the circumstances of each case. 

Judicial review was unlikely to 
succeed where the reasons were 
easily discernible albeit not ex¬ 
pressed or where no other conclu¬ 
sion than that reached was 
realistically possible. 

The Lord Chief Justice delivered 
a concurring judgnwu- 

Solicitors: Red fern & Stigant, 
Chatham; Treasury Solicitor. 


Stay available on waiving time bar 


Baghlaf A1 Safer Factory Co 
BR for Industry Ltd v Paki¬ 
stan National Shipping Com¬ 
pany and Another- > •» ..i. 
Before Lord Justice Phillips. Lord 
Justice Waller and Lord Justice 
Chadwfck 

{Judgment December 11] 

In the context of an exclusive 
jurisdiction clause in a bin of 
lading, where a plaintiff had acted 
reasonably in commencing 
.Mooeedings in England and in 
[ glowing time to expire in the 
Vagreed foreign jurisdiction, a stay 
of the English proceedings should 
only be granted on terms that the 
defendant waived the time bar in 
the foreign jurisdiction. 

The Court of Appeal so stated, 
inter alia, in a reserved judgment 
when allowing (he appeal by 
shipowners, Pakistan National 
Shipping Co, against a decision of 
Judge Kershaw. QC sitting as a 
judge of the Commercial Court on 
January 3. 1997. to dismiss their 
application for a stay of proceed¬ 
ings brought by cargo owners 
seeking to recover damages for 
breach of contract of carriage. 

The bills of lading contained an 


exclusive jurisdiction clause which 
provided for the contract to be 
governed by the law of the place 
where the carrier had his principal 
place-of business. Pakistan, and 
disputes determined at that place. 

Mr Timothy Young. QC and Mr 
Arshad Ghaffar for the ship¬ 
owners; Mr Michael Nolan for the 
cargo owners. 

LORD JUSTICE PHILLIPS 
said that of general significance 
was the question where a daim 
relating to carriage of goods by sea 
had become time-barred in what 
would otherwise be the appro¬ 
priate or agreed jurisdiction in 
which it should be tried, did that 
militate in favour of granting a 
stay of the English proceedings, or 
against granting a stay, or was it a 
neutral factor? 

There was no tending decision 
on the point and different judges 
had expressed different views. The 
authorities had been reviewed in 
the Commercial Court involving 
exclusive foreign jurisdiction 
clauses in tells of lading: see Citi- 
March Ltd v Neptune Orient Lines 
(I1997| 1 Lloyd's Rep 72) and T7ie 
MC Pearl (fi997| l Lloyd's Rep 
556). 


In the latter case Mr Justice Rix 
was not able to envisage a situation 
in which it might be reasonable to 
start proceedings in England in 
'disregard of a foreign jurisdiction 
clause, but where the plaintiffs 
would be unable subsequently to 
demonstrate that there was strong 
cause for proceeding in England. 

Accordingly he did not believe 
that Lord Goffs speed? in The 
Spiliada (J1967] l AC 460. 483) 
could apply in the context of an 
exclusive jurisdiction clause. 

His Lordship considered that 
the demands of practical justice 
identified by Lord Goff could in 
sane circumstances apply to an 
exclusive jurisdiction clause 
context. 

Where a plaintiff had acted 
reasonably in commencing 
proceedings in England and in 
allowing time to expire in the 
agreed foreign jurisdiction, a stay 
of the English proceedings should 
only be granted on terms that the 
defendant waived die time bar in 
the foreign jurisdiction. 

In his Lordship's judgment [ac¬ 
tors existed in the case which, 
when viewed objectively, made it 
reasonable for die cargo owners to 


co mm ence proceedings in Eng¬ 
land. The effect of the jurisdiction 
clause in the bill of lading was that 
the cargo twvners were, required to 
sue in a jurisdiction where the 
shipowners would have been en¬ 
titled to limit their liability to a 
fraction of the daim. It was only by 
suing in England that the cargo 
owners compelled the shipowners 
to waive that limit. 

In his Lordship's judgment, 
where a bill of lading contained a 
foreign jurisdiction clause whose 
effect would be to fimit the holders 
daim to a sum that was less than 
an applicable Hague-Visby Rules 
limit the English court should 
normally treat the holder as en¬ 
titled to disregard that clause 
unless and until the shipowner 
undertook that he would not seek 
to take advantage of the lower 
lirrriL 

The stay would be granted 
subject to the shipowners under¬ 
taking to waive the time limit in 
Pakistan. 

Lord Justus Waller and Lord 
Justice Chadwick agreed. 

Solid cone More Fisher Brown. 
Akfgaxe; Swinnerton Ashley 
Claydon & Co. 


Regina v Martin (Alan) 

Before Lord Browne-Wilkinson, 
Lord Slynn of Hadley. Lord Lbyd 
of Berwick. Lord Hope of 
Craighead and Lord Clyde 
(Speeches December 16] 

■ Jthad not been an abuse of process 
for a civilian aged 19 to be tried on 
a murder charge fay court-martial 
in Germany, where the alleged 
offence had been committed, 
rather titan by judge and jury in 

England. 

The House of Lords dismissed 
an appeal by Alan Martin hum the 
Courts-Martial Appeal Court 
(Lord Bingham of CornhiU. Lord 
Chief Justice, Mr Justice Owen 
and Mr Justice Connell) who on 
July 30, 1996 had dismissed his 
appeal against conviction. 

Lord Thomas of Gresford.QC 
and Mr Cfibert Blades, solicitor, 
for Mr Martin; Mr Philip Havers. 
QC and Mr Nall Stewart for the 
Crown. 

LORD LLOYD said that Mr 
Martin, that aged 17, had been 
charged with the murder of 
Vanessa Marie Chapped. It was 
not suggested that there had been 
any irregularity m the conduct of 
the court-martial j pr ocmifn&s . nor 
that the prosecution had acted in 
bad faith or with impropriety. 

What was suggested was that 
Mr Martin should not have been 
cried by court-martial at alt be 
should have been tried in England 
before a judge and jury pursuant 
to section 9 of the Offencxs against 
the Person Act 1861. 

At (he time of the murder he had 
been living with his famOy in 
Germany where his father, an 
array corporal, was serving with 
the British Forces. While in 
Germany he had been subject to 
military law: Army Act 1955, 
section 209 and Schedule 5. para¬ 
graph & He had been correctly 
charged in Germany with having 
commi tted the dvil offence of 
murder contrary to section 70 of . 
the Act 

The officer appointed to aa as 

Penalty for 
unnecessary 
costs 

Burrows v Vanxhall Motors 
Ltd 

MongiartU v JBC Vehicles 

Ltd 

Where county court costs were 
unnecessarily incurred as the re¬ 
sult of the premature issue of 
proceedings in persona] injury 
actions when liability was not in 
issue, the taxing officer retained 
the power under Order 62, rule 
10(1) of the Rules of the Supreme 
Court to disallow costs or order a 
party at fault to pay to the other 
party his costs occasioned by any 
act done or omission made un¬ 
reasonably or improperly. 

On acceptance by the plain tiff of 
a payment into court, the action 
was stayed under Order II. rule 
3(3) of the County Court Rules (SI 
1961 No 1678 120). By Order 3& 
rules 1 .3 and 19Atbe county court 
could not exercise the power con¬ 
ferred by Order 62, rule KXH of the 
Rules of the Supreme Court after 
the granting of a stay, except rat 
taxation when the taxing officer 
retained that power. 

The Court of Appeal (Lord 
Woolf. Master of the Rolls, Lord 
Justice Phillips and Lord Justice 
Chadwick) so held on November 
19. giving guidelines on two ap¬ 
peals in personal injury cases in 
which the defendants’ insurers 
wished if possible to settle the 
claims twt county court sum¬ 
monses we issued before they 
had had tune to consider medical 
reports. 

In each case after seeing those 
reports the defendants made pay¬ 
ments into courr which the plain¬ 
tiffs accepted. 


his commanding officer had de¬ 
cided to refer the case to higher 
authority, under section 79(1) as 
amended by section 3(5) of the 
Army Act (961. with a view to his 
being tried by court-martial, and 
the prescribed steps had been 
taken under section 79(3). 

In tiie meantime Corporal Mar¬ 
tin had been posted to England, 
and Mr Martin had subsequently 
been returned a? England so as to 

be near his family. On Corporal 
Martin's return to England. Mr 
Martin would ordinarily have 
erased id be subject to military [aw. 
bat by section 131 he remained 
subject to it in respect of offences 
committed while in Germany pro¬ 
vided that his trial started within 
six months or the consent of the 
Attorney-General was obtained: 
section 132(3A), as substituted by 
section 6(3 of the 1981 Act 

That consent had subsequently 
been given, it having beet ex¬ 
plained to the Attorney-General 
that the trial was to take place in 
Germany since many of the wit¬ 
nesses were German and could not 
be subpoenaed to attend a trial in 
England. 

Lord Thomas su bm itted that the 
trial of a young civilian fay court- 
martial was inherently unfair and 
op pre ssive, instead of Mr Martin 
being tried by a jury of his peers, 
the court-martial would consist of 
five senior officers and two civil¬ 
ians. The atmosphere would be 
very different from that of an 
English court and there was a risk 
that Mr Martin might not do 
himself justice. 

In particular, it was unfair and 
oppressive, it was submitted, that 
he should have been returned to 
stand trial in Germany alter many 
months in England std after his 
father had ceased to be subject to 
military law. He could only be 
convicted in England by a majority 
of at least ten to two. whereas a 
simple majority sufficed in a trial 
by oourt-niartiaL 

His Lordship agreed with Lord 
Thomas that the categories of 


abuse of process woe never dosed, 

but the decisive, factor in the 
present case was that Parliament 
had itself approved trial by court- 
martial os a mode of trial appro¬ 
priate for civilians in certain 
circumstances, and for juveniles 
charged with murder see section 
7IA of the 1955 Act. inserted by 
section 10(1) of die Armed Forces 
A« 1976. 

Since the procedure had been 
approved by Parliament it seemed 
obvious that the canying out of the 
procedure could not of itself be 
categorised asapabuseofprocess. 

Lord Thomas said that Mr 
Martin's commanding officer 
ought to have exercised his power 
under section 77 A. inserted by 
section 3(3) of the 1981 Act. to stay 
the court-martial proceedings “in 
die interests of the better admin¬ 
istration of justice” so as to allow 
Mr Martin to be tried in England. 
But it was not enough that he 
ought to have stayed them: it had 
to be shown that his failure to do so 
had been an abuse of process. 

Lord Thomas relied on J? v 
Honeferry Road Magistrates' 
Court. Ex parte Bennett Q1994) AC 
42, 62) per Lord Griffiths, but the 
facts of that case were remote from 
those of the present 

Ir could not possibly be said that 
the decision not to stay proceed¬ 
ings fay court-martial in Germany, 
where the crone had been commit¬ 
ted. had been contrary to the rule 
of law or. deprived Mr Martin of 
any of his basic human rights. 

Nor could it be said to rave been 
“something so unfair and wrong” 
(Hui Chi-Ming v The Queen 
([I992J1 AC 34.57, per Lord Lowry) 
rtiat the courts ought to intervene. 

The commanding officer’s de¬ 
rision had been fully open to him 
under a procedure prescribed by 
Parliament- U might have been the 
wrong derision. Their Lordships 
did not know enough to say. But it 
had not been an abuse of process, 
or anything like iL 

The same applied to the decision 
of the higher authority not to refer 


the case back to the commanding 
officer with a direction to suy and 
to die derision of the Attorney 
General to grant his consent- 

Ewra if the Courts-Martial Ap¬ 
peal Court had been sansfied 
there had been an abu« « 
process, h would haw had w 
dismiss the appeal unless per¬ 
suaded that the amwciwi 
unsafe. Nothing in such muft-naa 

as was before the House of Lixds 

made his Lordship think th.it it 
was. 

Lord Browne-Wilkinson agreed 
with Lord Lloyd. 

LORD SLYNN. also agreeing- 
said that as a matter of first 
impression it had seemed to him 
disturbing and indeed wrong in 
principle dial a civilian aged 19. 
who had with his father returned 
to England more than a yea 
before trial, should have ban sent 
back to Germany for trial by court- 
martial and thereby been deprived 
of the right, or at least or the 

opportunity, of trial by jury- 

It was. however, dear that 
parliament had provided for a 
court-martial to be held in the 
circumstances of the case and it 
had not been shown thar there nao 
been any breach of the rules or any 
abuse of process entitling the 
Courts-Martial Appeal Court or 
the House of Lords to interfere. 

In addition, weight had to be 
given to the fact that it seemed that 
there would have been great 
difficulty in having the evidence of 
at any rate some of the crucial 
German witnesses before- the Eng¬ 
lish civilian court; trial somewhere 
there clearly had had to be. 

Accordingly, and despite his 
aratiety about the case, his Lord- 
ship agreed thar for the reasons 
given by Lord Uoyd the appeal 
should be dismissed. 

Lord Hope and Lord Clyde 
delivered opinions concurring in 
dismissing the appeal. 

Solicitors: Mr Gilbert Blades. 
Lincoln; Director'of Army Legal 
Services. 


Aggravated burglary offence 


Regina vKlass 

Before Lord Justice Mantell, Mr 

Justioe Hooper and Judge Michael 

Walker 

(Judgment November 27] 

To commit an offence of ag¬ 
gravated burglary contrary to 
section 10 of the Theft Act 1968, a 
person must have with him a 
weapon, of offence at the time of 
entry.The offence could not be 
committed if the weapon was not 
bring carried by one of the people 
effecting entry to the building. 

The Court of Appeal. Criminal 
Division, so held in allowing an 
appeal by Kennedy Francis Ktass 
against his conviction in January 
1997 at Chelmsfoid Crown Court 
(Mr Recorder Parkins. QQ of 
aggravated burglary for which be 
was sentenced to -three years 
detention ip. a young offender 
institution. 

Section 9 of the Theft Act 1968 
provides: "(1) A person is guilty ctf 
burglary if — (a) he enters any 
building ... as a trespasser and 
with intent to commit any ... 
offence ... {such as] stealing any¬ 
thing in the building..." 

Section 10 provides: **(l) A person 
is suilxy of aggravated burglary if 
he commits any burglary and at 
the time has with him ... apy 
weapon of offence... and for this 
purpose — ...- (b) “weapon of 
offence’means any article made or 
adapted for use for causing injury 
to or in cap acitating a person.. 

Mr John C Barker, assigned by 
the Registrar of Criminal Appeals, 
for the appellant; Miss Susannah 
Farr for the Crown. 

MR JUSTICE HOOPER, giving 
the judgment of the court, said that 
the appellant and two other men. 
one erf whom had a piece of pole in 
his hand, wrenched open the door 
of a caravan and demanded money 


of the occupant who told them he 
did not have any. The man with 
the pole then hit the occupant of 
the caravan over the head and 
pursued him as he ran away, 
hitting him repeatedly. 

When the appellant was sub¬ 
sequently arrested he admitted, 
faring outside the caravan but 
denied entering it although his 
fingerprints were found on a 
worktop inside. He said that when 
he saw the victim bring hit he and 
the third man ran away. . 

On the appeal the question of 
law raised was whether the offeree 
of aggravated burglary could be 
committed if the weapon was not 
bring carried by the burglar or one 
of the burglars who entered the 
building. 

Assuming there was only one 
weapon and that weapon was with 
the person on die outside that 
person committed burglary if he 
was aiding and abetting the bur¬ 
glary being committed by the 
person effecting entry. 

A strict interpretation of section 


10 would therefore lead to the 
conclusion dial both could be 
convicted of ajgravaied burglary. 
However, die gravamen of the 
offence was entry into the butiding 
with a weapon. 

The purpose of section 10 was to 
deter people from taking weapons 
into buildings and other people's 
house while c ommitting burglary. 
The fact that a getaway driver had 
a weapon with him in the car 
would not. in their Lordships' 
judgment, be sufficient to turn an 
offence of burglary , into one of 
aggravated burglary. Although 
there were certain academic attrac¬ 
tions in the stria interpretation, 
the purposive approach was to be 
preferred. 

In the circumstances, the convic¬ 
tion of aggravated burglary had to 
be quashed. Relying on section 3 of 
the Criminal Appeal An 1968, a 
conviction for burglary would be 
substituted and the sentence would 
be reduced to two years detention. 

Solicitors: Crown Prosecution 
Service. Chelmsford- 


No notice of fraud 


Tnriqye IS Bankasd AS v 
Bank of China 
Counter-guarantees given by one 
bank to another were enforceable 
unless the bank which issued the 
guarantees had notice of dear 
fraud. 

The Court of Appeal (Lord 
Justice Hirst. Lord Justice Swinton 
Thomas and Lord Justice Mantell) 
so hdd on November 5 dismissing 
an appeal by the defendant against 
a dedsion of Mr Justice Waller in 
the Commercial Court (77ie Times 
March 8. 1996) enforcing certain 
counter-guarantees made to the 
plaintiff. 


LORD JUSTICE HIRST said 
the judge had held that the only 
basis on which die defendant could 
resile from payment under the 
counter-guarantees was where 
there was clear fraud of which the 
defendant had notice: Edward 
Owen Engineering Ltd v Barclays 
Bank International Ud (]l973f I 
QB 159). That was the correct tesr 
which die judge had applied. 

Correction 

In Montgomery vSabella Ltd (The 
Times December 15). die solicitors 
for the appellant landlord were 
Gddkom Davies Mathias. 
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I Poaching bosses is acceptable, but tempers flare when secretaries are lured away by rival firms, writes Susan MacDonald # 



THE toolbars in Microsoft 
Word can be a simple way 
to access many functions, 
especially if you add your 
own macros. 

But you can also change 
the icons you use, or make 
your own to better indicate 
the underlying function of 
that button. 

Click on View/Tool- 
hars/Customise/Com¬ 
mands. Choose the icon 
you wish to change. left 
click on it and then on 
Modify Selectiun/Change 
Button Image. New icons 
will pop up. Then dick on 
OK/Close to save your 
changes. 

If you prefer to edit one 
of the existing icons or 
even design one of your 
own. select the tool bar icon 
you would tike to change 
and choose Edit/Button/- 
Image. After making your 
changes, dick on OK/- 
Close to save your 
changes. 

If you have a picture you 
would like to use. copy it to 
the dipboard by selecting 
it and then choosing Edit/- 
Copy in a program such as 
Paint or even your 
internet browser. When 
editing the buttoa after 
choosing Modify/Select¬ 
ion. select Paste/But¬ 
ton/I mage. 

Chris Ward 


T he battles between law 
firms to poach each other’s 
finest brains — and their 
clients who change com¬ 
panies with them — is well known. 
Not only does it go on throughout 
Britain but also across the Adamic 
as UK and American law firms 
headhunt each others top and up- 
and-coming lawyers. 

But now the shortage of top legal 
secretaries means that they, too, are 
being poached. The system is the 
same as for their basses — but what 
is sauce for the goose is not 
necessarily sauce for the gander. 

“Bosses will see headhunting J 
among lawyers as normal practice 
but will go mad if an approach is 
made to their secretaries." says 
Kevin Hibberr, chief executive of 
Capital Legal Associates, the legal 
secretary recruitment agency. “So 
what we do is to take our top clients 
to Ladies' Day at Ascot, and as we 
entertain them we ask them two 
questions. We say: ‘If we took your 
secretary away from you, would you 
stop being our client?' And ‘If we 
found you a good secretary, would 
you take her on even though you 
knew she had been headhunted?’ If 
the answer to both these questions is 
yes. we ser up a ‘hands off* policy, 
agreeing that we will take from 
others but not from their firm." 

Capital Legal Associates, part of 
Abacus recruitment, is based in 
London but has recently opened an 
office in Leeds and is planning 


offices for Manchester 
and Birmingham. It 
has started headhunt¬ 
ing top secretaries 
through its database, 
based on information 
from colleagues or 
those it has placed in a 
job. 

When, for instance, 
a client is in urgent 
need of a marine litiga¬ 
tion secretary, the 
agency telephones the 
best candidate. "We 
start by saying ‘you 
won’t know us but you 
have been highly rec¬ 
ommended ... Usually 
the immediate answer 
is ‘not interested', but 
by the time we have 
finished describing the 
job and the increase in 
salary, she will ask far 
more information." 

If a secretary agrees 
to change, she is un¬ 
likely to inform her Helen 
boss that she has been 
headhunted, according to Mr 
Hibbert. Usually, she will do this 
only if she has refused the job. "We 
received an angry call from one boss 
who had been told we bad ap¬ 
proached his secretary." says Mr 
Hibbert “He told me never to do it 
again.' f pointed out that he had 
acquired most of his lawyers 
through headhunting and asked 



Helen Dunn was headhunted by Nabarro Nathanson. "It was quite an ego boost" she says 


why he thought that secretaries 
were not worth the same treatment" 
Although some firms are slow to 
modernise, legal secretarial work is 
changing. Typing speeds are no 
longer essential for firms that have 
their own word-processing depart¬ 
ments. The secretaries, who are sure 
to be snapped up. are those with an 
Association of Legal Secretaries 


certificate (a two-year college course) 
and A-level law, Mr Hibbert says. 
One large law firm takes 22 secretar¬ 
ies a year straight from college. 
Then they should be able to use' 
packages such as PowerPoint and 
Excel in addition a word-process¬ 
ing package, have excellent organi¬ 
sational skills and be flexible in their 
working hours.' In return, salaries 


and bon uses are on the 

increase. 

Virginia Hanberry. 
recruits for the interna¬ 
tional American law 
firm Squire Sanders & 
Dempsey. . There is 
such a shortage of-top 
secretaries, she says, 
that firms are now 
offering interim in¬ 
creases and above av¬ 
erage bonuses to 

prevent their secretar¬ 
ies from leaving at die 
stan of the year, when 
lots of secretaries do. 

’ • have spent a franr 
Vtic year trying to re- 
. 'cruit.'-gaod-calibre 
/secretaries and we 
have been forced to 
bring secretaries from 
- our American offices to 
work in London. The 
average salary for a 
top legal PA in London 
.- is about £24,000." she 
he says : says. 

. ‘ In fact 1 the legal sec-. 
retary recruitment sector has be¬ 
come so busylhai Ms Hanberry has 
decided to leave her firm in January 
to set up as a recruitment specialist 
for the 200 American law firms in - 
Britain. Helen Dunn. 36, has been 
in the . legal sector .nearly ten years 
and was headhunted for the London 
West End' firm • of Nabarro 
Nathanson earlier-this year. "It was 


quite an ego boost that someone 
appreciated me so much. I. was, 
asked if I would be manager erf a . 
word-processing and proof-reading 
department ' • • ~ 

"At first I said no, because I 
wanted to move, .upwards, not . 
sideways, but was assured that ifris • 
would be promotion. So then'T 
started asking the questions. ifcy 
turned out to be Nabarro-— and A- 
love it here." she says. 

Sandra Parris. 33. agrees that., 
there is now a shortage of good 
secretaries. She has worked in the 
sector for 13 years and said that this 
shortage means that the smaller, 
firms in London are losing oul Sfie 
says the secretarial tamorcr is 
increasing. Medium-sized firms 
. find that with the salaries they can. 
afford they cannot replace those 
who leave with secretaries of the 
same ability. "So in some smaller: 
firms secretarial standards are fall¬ 
ing,” she says. 

One secretary, who finally derid¬ 
ed to leave the legal sector after ft 
years, did so when she was sent far 
an interview with a firm where 
secretaries worked screened off 
from each other by individual . 
partitions. “I felt like a battery hen." 
she says;. 

• We apologise for the technical^ 
error in last week’s article which 
caused some paragraphs to be 
printed out of sequence. 


CREME DE LA CREME 


1997 WAS AN 
OUTSTANDING YEAR. 




Knightsbridge SECRETARIES 

TEL 0172-468 0400 FAX 0272-468 0009 


Rich & Famous 


£25,000 - £30,000 

A high profile businessman is looking for an 
immaculate PA to handle all his personal attain. 
Working in tandem with his business PA you will be 
managing die domestic staff of two private homes, in 
complete charge of organising many private social 
events, induding weekend hotuepardcs. shooting, 
polo «c. Prior experience as a privaic/social secretary 
is preferred and an ability to liaise with celebrities from 
all walks of life is essential. Skills 100/60 wpra. For this 
and other sum la r positions please call us now. 

Committed to equal opportunity 

0171 814 0800 


Angela Mortimer 


Global Vision 


£22,000 

This fast growing, innovative. Global Insurance 
Company is looking for a dynamic and quick wined 
secretary to work for two Directors ou numerous and 
■nried projects. They air tun, young and locally 
■iisoiganisrd and arc looking for a tca.n flayer who can 
arrange international travel, co-ordinate diaries, 
organise and attend Ghent events and help to research 
project information. They will expect you tu i.ork 
hard but will reward you occasionally with a wcU- 
dcscrvcd drink! You will need 90 shorthand. SO wpm 
typing and soKl secretarial experience. For this and 
other similar pos.cions please call ns now. 

Committed to equal opportunities 

0171 814 0800 


Angela Mortimer 


ST. 


AMMERSMITH 




OSPITALS 


NHSTRUST 



Experienced Personal Assistants/Secretaries 
Ws have a number of PA/5ecnfiMial positions offering long 
term aasty a nen o lor an a u gln oo rt n g and conanuoaon 
company, based in W. London. In Smso sartor notes you wfl 
have trie oppotUrtft m axpand yota o mnn laa H on al BMta and 
wot* on your own bntlalto. where you a* ba povtfng primary 
support al cflractor level (mtn 2 m). The aucoasaU careftfeu 
should be twB organised miOt Word tor 
W l ndo w n /P cw o ipoM/Exocl - rrtn SO wpm typing. Sho rthan d an 
advantage. 

For further details caH Sandra Balm orr. 
0181 6001614/5 or 0181 846 6910. Fax CV to: 
0181 741 2001. 

PcPoc 

The Recruitment Specialist, P.O.Box 1413, 
Broadway Chambers, Ha mm er smi th 
Broadway, London W6 7PW 
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APPOINTMENTS B»i~ LANGUAGE 

V 

GRAPHICS/DTP 
£1943,000 * paid O/T 

Hqc' U5 tm*. Mr] far ] DTP cfvnBr/m to -erfc «i Equrty Roarer l&y 
tjosfl mj Prwxe 5Jf*r* b®st»w prc4uoon/fiytn*»^ cl 

[rotation moots. uro nSua o n Ot puteatora. rv-:yiop, M mjn ypn, 
sw* w W. hod i/er PponVrefepcc. 

BRUSSELS 

opportunity far Frondt undvr-tongue sol » -eA far jcSctor d Sep 
Engfah Law Co Id Brvsxb. trmoAt tfioo, txrtfiOf facooi faenty W. 
MnSOvealyaeg 

PART-TIME ROLES 

1) PA » K0, tep fruwee aj «ntd xc/xk*' n*. 2D In p» £11,000 ♦ Bens 

2) Scmir, ■ Mrng cn m tfVxof tep ■w m/nmi hr*. Cmran .sr&i c‘5 -ri 

3) Jttroory. 1 yr ccmncL 20 In p»- £21/XX) pro na ♦ bon. 

Tbm rota d need nun 50 wpm npng & good W4W. 

HR ADMINISTRATOR 
MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY 

Swportng Mad <* Itamnn wre* real boor) Fhmnfy but? refc. hefpng to 
tntemem and (raws qpffeam. lung wtfi to i-mgri ««, 

Emd £ Ppanm. * n areng stein Mk ^aT(aicd p IsrOur ervnnmt. 

SPANISH & FRENCH 

£20-22.000 Beni 

Smart irta £r * tec wnh f jn op facta* ajgei aw -noe ou cf.‘*v’h»r iny-aya 
rfassm avemmanoa a<| d 3 lingi (mdmon, cfcm taw. mrtrj 
ft*Vcorrapo~fcnccL W wpm VMW. End Vn r P-poK 

SALES 

GRADUATE PUBLISHING 

Sat bn^n prd loo ef fxr m t r, a iuptrn lni^giinarUr 

EwSm tnnng, pma paduge. Same Sm eg uvAl a « brsiqa. 
Tet 0171-35S 1975/0171^36 7878 
Fax: 0171*836 7615 


HARRIET GABB RECRUITMENT 


DOCKLANDS MEDIA GROUP 
PA to Main Board Director 

Salary: In the Mid 20‘s + 25 days hoSday, 
free gym & a aufasldbed staff reataunmt are 
amongst the superb benefits. 

An outgoing, pnofteatoial posonaBy is sought for this 
dynamic Director. Use your previous Director' levs) 
experience & shorthand (SOwpm) to prioritise & organise a 
complex diaiy, arrange travel as well as run the office in his 
absence. CaS Anna GBed tor an immediato interview. 


WARWICK HOUSE. 

25 27 BUCKINGHAM PALACE ROAD 
LONDON SW1W0PP 

TEL: 0171 828 3038 FAX: 0171 823 3888 




m 


Rainbow Recruitment 

bSo\//C§» 12 Motion Street 

^ London W1Y IDF 

WaanMEOT TNj om 491 72S2 Fax: 0171 4912887 
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n ' V ^^Idtnod 

C^^yenwnryg6ritl^^rat<«S«f ,d • 

T^Corkni has great jote« «curt** “ tW . 

cream of _ 

peefedfar - -... 

■h^cuary 

more than a ^ , s a**** 10 ?****» • 

the season of joed d 1 ® er 
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CHESTERTON’S 


C8y-0171390 7000 West Bid-0171434 4612 

Language - 0171390 7000 
wwwxranecofk8Lco.uk 


Crone Corkill 

Pure n e uu l t me nl Sfcffl 




VERS ATILE PA TO 
OWNER/DIREeTOR 

VICTORIA c£28,000 Package 

The business interests include a growing restaurant comi»ny, 
and an international project financial advisory business, with a 
small- 6 person-head office team. 

The position combines shorthand heavy and sophis ticated ' 
word processing and presentations, the full range of PA'' 
functions, office organisation and filing and a 45 hour week. 

You must be an experienced PA with first class MS Win95and 
shorthand (60/100), A levels, highly computer literate with 
Powerpoint/DTP skills, and relevant large and small company 
experience. You should be well organised, and calm 
pressure with energy, and flexibility... 

If you can meet these requirements, please fix letter 
demonstrating this, and full CV including present salary, to 
Mr. R. Mathrani, Chelsea Plaza on 0171 584 8595 


OR 

SECRETARY 

Excaflont Opportunity to 
work Her Associate Director 

and town of4 at 

Head Office of leading 
Estate Agents. 
EraDant training & career 
opportunities. 

Salary o£16.000 pa. 
Send lull CV in writing tec 
C hrtotine Leac h 
CHESTERTONS 
RESIDENTIAL 
40 ComaigM Street 
Hyde Park W22AB 


PA/SECRETAR1T 

nmotiRiawraiH 

UTLUC — D M B WM HI 
HBHBKX. SDin OF HMKE 
Mat te H+tgu*. and aRoy ■ 
ten a rt uw ti acMHd type d 
nates, eompaar Mna, pepand 
to nawL Duflgs featek agaWaa 
tH swgemem. Udag ad 
oaoM at CteuatUL Thk k n 
amatol wd W aa tei g pteten 
■Utti cowra *vateyoftaakan 
MnSfe. ten aaotar. 

Ante DMtad Jw w #1483 
4SMM m ha #140 4SHM 


Buy Legal Nd Practice 



Pwi iBn Ate tor mMus 
31U Docaster 1997 


(but not posh) 

WANTED 

Owpte te n d lntf 

SecwtfteWn toeelui fat 
ante eoanomte oorwAmcy. 
hdudM PA dutes to tehar 
sntfaon teanctonkPeopIs 
' dAiiqponant 
£10-21,000 

ated (Mb to Ktery Emns W B 
Curon PI, Londoi\ W1Y 7AA 
Tet OtTi 4014471 


PRACTICE SECRETARY 
ate audto tygtg a rai^putar 

Salay£l5AX)pjL 

PfeoMa^CVend 
hendwriten Imc? ok 


sEcmm/PA 

Pro^BSsive FiAam based Chartered Accountants require 
a comp^ent PA wft W4W experience fa support ihrtr 
senior partner. Modem offices wtm friendly environment 
ponvenenUy situated far piMc transport 
area £17,590 

Hwitt wad OFte Km fmbrw * Bnart Ifew 43 Itemed tend, 
bteka i m«r or WtpbsM 9171 731 B1JB * ta #171 731 Ufti 




THE JONATHAN WREN GROUP 

Wisft you a cracking good Christmas 


reception 

SELECTION 


\ 








This year, instead of sending corporate Christmas cards, we are sending donations to: The Great Ormond Street Hospital, 
Cancer Research, Project Playwell - Bristol Children’s Hospital and The North Seacroft Working Parents Sc Carers Group, Leeds. 


Providing effective recruitment solutions to the financial sector for 30 years. 


'Vh ^ 'V- 'Mr 'Sb 'Vi "Sh 'W/ f/' f/' /' i/' V' f/' //' 
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Many city folic dream of 
fleeing the jams, noise 
and pollution for a quiet 
life in the country. But 
is it any less stressful? 

A REPORT from tile Rural 
Development Commission on 
England's 9,000 parishes shows that 
rural districts have few local facilities 
and services. 

Some 29 per cent of parishes lack a 
pnbj 42 per cent have no permanent 
shop, 49 per cent no schools, 83 per 

cent no doctor, and 92-per cent no 

police station. 

Wish depleted public transport 
services (75 per cent of paxfsbes have 
no daily bus services), cars are 
increasingly the only form of transport 

available to rural residents. 

Chirpy city types might thfaic that 
on moving to remote country areas 
they can walk or ride to the station 
or into town, as if they were characters 
in a Thomas Hardy novel. But 
again, the reality often proves 
disheartening. Country roads awH 
lanes are sometimes not die quiet ami 
safe byways they once were. 

Richard Shnmonds, the chatraum of 
the Countryside Commission, says that 
on many rural roads it is no longer 
safe to walk, cycle, posh a pram or ride 
a horse. Here EMMA MAHONY 
teds how her dream of living in the 
country turned sour and why she . 
and her family returned to the dty. 


L ast weekend, we packed our final 
box and set off back to the dty.! 
The rural idyll was over. We had 
spent 18 months in a village called 
Plumpton in East Sussex, and acquired a 
baby, ah au pair and an alarming 
number of debts. 

Our decision to move to Plumpton had 
been spontaneous. It was April and we 
were stuck renting a studio Oar in Fulham 
after our offer on a flat had been 
gazumped. We had already moved three 
times since our marriage and were fed up 
with the fickleness of the London property 
market and having to flounce into the 
bathroom after a row (it was the only 
other room in the flat}. 

Dreaming of a summer out of the traffic 
and fumes, we spent a weekend with a 
friend in the country. On a walk, he 
inted to a converted Victorian stable 
ilock'that was available to rent Within 


escape from the good life 


Andrew hassoh 
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Goodbye to the country: Emma and Adam with son Humphrey outside the converted Victorian stable block, which has eight rooms and a walled garden 


gfc 


two weeks we were back, humming 
appreciatively at the eight rooms and 
magnificent walled garden. A month later 
we moved in. 

We were lucky. In May 1996 country 
rentals were experiencing a boom greater 
than that of London, so we were 
fortunate to find somewhere so 
fast. At the time, Strutt and Parker 
in Lewes, the nearest town, had 
1,000 applicants on its books 
looking for similar properties. 

A.survey horn the estate agents 
Hamptons reports that the num¬ 
ber of applicants wanting to rent in _ 

the country doubled last year, and 
that 36 per cent were people who wished 
to buy but were renting as a stopgap 
because of a shortage of property. 

A further 9 per cent were identified as 
preferring London, but had opted to rent 
in the country because they could not find 


anything decent to rent in town. Falling 
somewhere between these statistical 
stools, we wished for a change of scene. 

The first summer was glorious. The 
weather was hot and friends from the city 
came down at weekends. We spent lazy 


The first summer was glorious. 

It was hot and friends from 
the dty came down at weekends’ 


days playing tennis, going for walks and 
feeding the chickens. My husband. Adam, 
and I were both self-employed at the time, 
so we took the train to London only a few 
days a week, while communicating with 
our offices by home computer. 


Then my husband was offered a job in 
London, and the nightmare of the daily 
trek to die dty began. Commuting killed 
our dream. Plumpton was one hour's 
journey to Victoria, but driving to the 
station and taking the Tube at die other 

_ end stretched the travelling time to 

two hours each way. 

Even before Connex South Cen¬ 
tral took over the line, shortening 
the number of carriages and 
lengthening the amount of time 
spent waiting on the platform, the 
strain began to show. 

__ First there was the business of 

getting to the station. By the time 
Humphrey was bom we had orily one car. 
so at 7am each morning 1 had to load the 
baby into the car to get my husband to 
work, and employ a babysitter at 8pm 
each evening so that I could drive to the 
station again to pick him up. 


Then there was the expense. Our ex¬ 
cited back-of-an-envelope calculations 
had not induded train fares. It is one 
thing to give up a flat at £650 a month in 
Fulham for a house at £750 near Brighton, 
but £400 in train fares needs to be added 
to the rent. And there is no question of 
being without a car in the country. 

Our bills were greater on a larger 
house. We paid ourelecrririty bill regular¬ 
ly but still had one for £850 on leaving, 
while our water bill, negligible in a 
London flat, was hundreds of pounds on a 
private estate. 

After an offer from a friend to rent a flat 
back in London, we dedded to cut our 
losses and run. A week later, the 
difference in having the family together 
for an extra four hours each day 
outweighs all the greenery that the 
country can offer. Bui Humphrey will 
miss the chickens. 


HOMES 35 

A wildlife 
oasis just a 
bird cry from 
the city 

S ome houses offer such a peaceful 
secluded oasis dose to the city 
centre that their owners gel the best 
of both worlds — a country feel in the 
middle of town. 

Kevin and Judy Kane’s Regency home. 
Spring Cottage. Edgbaston. is just over a 
mile from Birmingham dty centre. The 
house, on sale far £750,U00. faces a huge 
pond, and its two acres of mature 
gardens are a haven for wildlife. 

The couple have seen foxes, hedge¬ 
hogs. owls, sparrowhawks, a kingfisher 
and even an otter. 

“We used to have a weekend con age in 
the Lake District, but it was quite tying.' 
says Mrs Kane. “Some people who visit 
us say it's quieter here than in the 
countryside because we don’t get the 
motorbike scramblers and light aircraft 
that they do." 

Her husband adds: “We didn’t make 
enough use of the weekend cottage. We 
were using it only six times a year, and 
when we got there we’d he mowing lawns 
or doing repairs. When you've got a 
house like this you don't need a retreat. 
Our friends loved coming here and 
sitting in the gardens. But now I'm 
retired from my work as a property 
developer and our children have fled the 
nest, it's a bit big for two of us." 

The five-bedroom house, which has a 
guest suite plus a former coach house that 
is nuw a cottage, is on the market with 
Knight Frank (01780 297735). 

Another Edgbaston property. Beadle's 
Cottage has 'also seen the city grow 
around it since it was built around 1700. 
Now for sale at £395,000 through Robert 
Powell (0121-454 6930), the cottage is 
named after the beadle who kept things 
in order for the nearby church. It has four 
bedrooms, four reception rooms, and a 
garden fringed with trees so one can 
forget that the city is just two miles away. 

Knight Frank is also marketing 
Pinnerwuod House at Pinner, Middle¬ 
sex. 15 miles from Central London but 
surrounded by protected countryside and 
with two acres of grounds, including a 
tennis court and swimming pooL The 
property, just over a mile from Pinner 
station and about seven miles from the 
Ml and M25. is priced at £900.000 (01494 
675368). 

The agent is also selling 85 Deodar 
Road Putney, which has a 100ft garden 
dial runs down to a patio on the edge of 
the Thames. 

Putney Tube is a brief trot across a 
footbridge that spans the river, and the 
house is opposite the Hurlingham Club. 
The asking price is £950,000 (Tel 0I71-S24 
8171). 

Christine Webb 






> 


TO ADVERTISE CALL: 

01714811986 (TRADE) 
01714814000 (PRIVATE) 


PROPERTY 


FAX: 

0171 782 7828CTRADE) 
0171 782 7799(PRIVATE> 


LONDON PROPERTY 


MEW DEVELOPWBfTS 

AL1 WTO HARDWOOD FUJMS. WR8CE RPBBOOMWHOWm OB & 
HHSH TECH UtCflBB 

WEST EM) 

2 tat UHtauwQr peaBwusn maisonetta Mtt toga smy taract 
Lens .900.mm E2854M0 
2 Bed 2 reception flat, um 900 yean EZ75JW0 

ST IflMES’S PABH_S«1 
2 bad Us. Imi 900 yens £Z75flD0 
3 tied ptmN*™ mtisonote *ffli traces. Lean BOO yean. E475.000 

CfPf - TOWER m 

Ijrae 4 bed pentose nutantm wldi smnjr tenaca. 

Lease 900 yean. £295,000 

SOHO 

Sopedi 3 bed panaM Mpfex ft* Lease. 900 yon. £395.000 

Tat 0171 497 5501/0171 244 7901 


ZONE ALASKA 

TOWER BRIDGE QUARTER 
LONDON SE1 

ENORMOUS! 

HIGH SPEC - FULLY FITTED 
LOFT APARTMENTS 
ONLY FIVE REMAINING 

1,200 to 2,200 sq. feet 
£115,000 - £225,000 

TEL: 0171 613 3055 


LONDON 

*al for investment, two 2 bedroom luxury 
enthouses with fully fitted kitchens and 
maible ensuite bathrooms set within a 
sdrious development near to Wimbledon 

lage with secure underground parking and 
folly fitted gymnasium. 

price: £339,950 and £367,500 
T^nhone 0181947 2775 


ST. GABRIEL’S 

MANOR 

MYATTSFIELDS^ LONDONSE5 
COUNTRY LIVING IN THE 
HEART OF THE CITY - JUST 2 
MILES FROM WESTMINSTER 

ONLY TWO REMAINING 

GAU-ERIED 2 APARTMENTS 

£119,995 

Studio s ° nlV £49,995 

TEL' 0171 613 3055 


NORTH OF THE 
THAMES 


C IH WI CK . WL HE 2 Or w 

h wia e la leafy XL OSJVaa* 

Gto 30*18. ta opp. to cm 


£380000. Tel: 0121 7V2 




CMSWKK W4 P UY SSSUX} tan 
2 bad, 2 Wk apansaol 


■BOV, fiomsdtaM oral!. <VA 

27SJ00 Tab MW 99*9775■ 


umi vnwae w2 Brttiat BWMMni 

bouaa. 4 beds, 2 bMbs, 

PIS! 940 8722. 


ataanc boham m. mgain- 

c*zu 3 bed apartment wtth 2 

BaJnony- £460000. 

I». Sons 0171499 9344. 


THE BOW QUARTO DeUdhtful 

gtd Oxagt tatJOajMSwH* 


Whop*. 24H, ponawdmd 
woe pfcB-lS urine 0*1 C wtnl 
(Under a* DU » n * w S ab, 

wmDL£XOV.S>9S. omi 983 3439 


2 bad tan now Oat. 
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CHESTERTON'S 


PMUCO 

CAMBRIDGE STREET 
Prtma Position. One bed. 
Lower ground floor. CTZWXJQ- 
PimKco: 

0171 834 9998 


W14 KENSINGTON 



THORNHILL 
CRESCENT N1 

Looted is Mats 

met, raafcefctei Si Aedsra CM* 
2 ted qtt IP*d Ori afleetd 


d Men hMK. Bdeti 

■ndmmn^cifcn. 

BiniwiMkkatmf. 

jafrawsworn ■> *< 

KMttfi Mkani rod Bajsrad 

01712262487 


KENTISH TOWN 

^n Orimi. A new boo* tor 

teNewYomiabTinM. 
AridUtie Ate 10 fid tot 

nmpcity aonceflheberi lati* 

MCCtgBOdWtriXl 

*m*rt«d t heew-r*ai«n» 

■‘Tssssaa - - 



SOUTH OF THE 
THAMES 


MimMU BpadMM 3 bad/ 2 
bath Wot. uonmlw . refurh. 

B i ‘ 


CITY DOCKLANDS & 
EAST 


BAM H CAM. BC2. Bahama of 
Rtadlo out two A four hadraon 
flats for mala. TaL Stock Fa aw 
Stock 0171 2S1 4171 


badzoam 5th nnna- flat i 
tv^aTSAoaiw.ftM&r^i 
Stock 0171 2S1 4171 


flow QUANTO P. Laxly 2 bad 
Apt, gg a jaoo. 3 stops city. 

itoutty. mriq evum 
0181 WB 5738 


FULHAM 


PBIBIMNaOUCH ESTATE 4.bad- 
ntOBt hoaaa under QOOjOOOT 
A, am SbbHntf Not at Squirm 
anemia 0171 381 BSB3 ^ra 


SPACIOUS 2 ba ton flat. 


HIGHBURY/ 

ISLINGTON 


trigW 2 bad top floor Oat 
tm im u ho. Outer re 
£149-500. 0171 3542931. 


KENSINGTON & 
CHELSEA 


J a tsm, pwtdy dse. 

_baton, hath. Kit A 

■tit m *d*h Ranch window* to 

55a < Sr^i^ , 3Sg^ 


GOUMMAM PLACE StytUl 1 
had DHL bri - 

oi7» yra PS37. 


SAULS COURT BWS lmt Or 4 bad 
Oat e/I pdas, “ 

2 sanhL 2 baths. 


9911t 244 9838f 


HOLLAND PARK. W14. Onmod. 5 
bad Iwr or Hat. 2JB00 soft. TI 
am 


KBHB8HST.W14.Nlrw 
bad OK ' 

an. m 


KBMUY HMD 


Bam Conn 
1 had flat. 


Ql_. 

0171 373 


5W7 2 bad. 3rd Ooor flat, ta eo«»- 
tntad patlod hom rUw# mod 


ntba. Shan of _ 

WXipoO- Tmfc 0171 >37189*. 


r HOLiYWOOO ROAD, SW10 
LnTeraa Hbhc os 4 Soon. 
Open plat. A hrp batmens 2 
WmatMIdradaiiwA 

M ream, bedwa, hon*7 room, 

mfr.twnnsato.l a gi fl adtn. 

fratotd/MS.000 
|hmb sria. Ftaorptai aotobte 
m DAY: 0468 247S72 
mm 0171736 9174 


.MAYFAIR 


BEaumJL AflM tos m with a 
latga nof ta na ca 2 ' ‘ J 

Bomi t“so»w 017^ 4W 


HUMS 
h e us ta 
BaatkSmO! 


h a us ta la aQ pk* t a im s ; 


LONDON RENTALS 


AAUL MTOtlMIMML ban, 
flats k bonaam the Imaft mlmt or 


M TOO Vtmtttng Loodoma? 

Matas bars quality 


for 

0171 


atndlo, ona and two ba dt o oa i 
Oats to tan It E200pwAock 
FMt Btoch 0171 2BI 4171 


BARBICAN Lux Quiat 1 had OL 
Bala riaw nr Act Caatia fate sac 
CH CTV E228p- 0171 628 
‘ i h toa (prtaV 


5gL a 


BATTOSM Bountiful 2 dU bad 
flat, tV and Bawty dac. 8olt 2 


wawtv dai 
. Bunn I 
2073424 


CW UW ia w fcpadtd»bid 
2 bulk flat. (Wan. S dOO p w. 
0171 STB 6100 



0171 487 6921 


HABLEV STREET Modata apart 
with two tMtomma, 


£3BOpw. 0171 437 ST21 


Boll pro*. 
C22Bpw. 0171 360 


om i^Wgm maomt 



PW* ow.Q171987 7661. 


_ tup 1 dW 

flat. TIP. Laa neap, balsonr- 
6260 pm. 0181 B4208Q4. 




2 bath, flia- 


EBft WB. Hod dee 2 dUa bd flat 3 
bth a a<WX m. tW, wAaM. 01 
tuba £28 Spw. Q70BO 616197 


497 E921 


esoopw. 0171 


EiOOpw. 0171 


Butt dMa 




j^&uatptiwgi m§&2 mzisl 


Norms HU. Wll Ooaton 
■ defs IhriL nU nod ooua. I 
|pw. Tth0171 229 B40S 


SWU 2 Bedroom 
Luxury Folly 
Furnished flat 

Sooth ride ovcriooJdnj ihc 
Tbencs. noetb new*. 24 boor 
p wa^ 10 nans fiom inbo. jbtbjc 
partitas (or 2 can. mjuuouui 

kmiI I year. Rcoc £4j900paiL 

Nopcn. No 1 * 0111 . 

Td John 9181 6582703. 



I land lord s 

I.TaSsiarl 

---—‘--taaflia 


HMMRfltaunoiuttMud. I 
AnafUttaneauMi ■ 

mmtet 

HARRINGTON LOWNDES j 



1-5 Pads flats, 
E20QPW 0171 


L\ 

lata, fr 
5507 


HWB Fnttod 2 bad flat 2 bulb 
naw Ut, nawlv iritnU 
eaSQpw. 0171 395 5100 


I | I fl tll 

162 dUa had flan. AaaR Bar 

i hL Total itlui h. 611 now 

■ QutwTi toe. 2 tops 

tntta. Uh/fnm. am Jan. £250 

pw * OSOpw. 01367 810203 


6*7Bpw. 0171 


4 bad. 2 bath 
flak aaar tuba. 
786 1166 


nSBRS K Vnrf quin maddiuo- 
tial 2 bad p/b flat apsclouapa. 


BERBUTB PK 2 Dad h ut man tpn. 

Cmnryse 

101972 sagiall 


Now 3 bad unfuzu hsa 


la maws. Ip Ut, 2 bths 
OOOgW. 0171 39S S100 


flat. nfubUnd mtudlo 
tupumn UakBl bathroom, 
unfim . 1 yr nt QEOm. Moil 
Thcaoqood 0171 724 3530 


ST JOIB IS WOOD, llodant spa 
dma hallf town h ou a s. 


nc a pm. UUVhnnn. gamps, 
psdo.aia0itw.0171 39SB100 


BT PAULS. BO*. 8x2 bad him. apes. 
To Wt wbote os sap. Pma 
£425pw. Oct >n. Bn ' 
Paw 07000 781717 


am. Outer lux fora 2 Ada bad 
tnwnhma. odn. a/gid pka. 6 u 
tubs. £270 pw. 0181746 2443 


WT Brand nawty dac lux 3 bad 2 
bath, 2 taespa, flat bt p/b btk + 
portBT £dS0pw. 0171 fla 5P 39 


WCZ Cl690. E bad. 4 racaat. 
hUahau. gaidaa. cabla TV. itr 

nriwfplaxa. £1,- _ * 

A Safi 0171 


WamUttlBI V spoc 3 bod flaL 
2 baths, 2 ne mtte. poiMc 

r. 0171 396 6100 


W1/X/5,3W1/3/5/7/10. NW&. Lux 
IB bad data shon/loai 
tea £20Qpw. 0171 «Bfl 


WB V qsdous 2 bed 2 bath flat. 

awls fuze, loo tecon, 
0171 39S 51CW 


BRAMHAM 

GARDENS SW5 

Lansj lit Bnx (hL 
SwcfBas iotoB mhtloaey 
Gm dodk. 2da*te buteoa 


h4j tquppod fauba 

Lop nna BRt-hcbq gtnh* rnpue 

Coofmrld.nteimi l yar 
CTjWWMt 

Tel; 01712253725(H) 



COUNTRY RENTALS 


SUSSEX Detached 3 bad Gaor- 


mlx. Mod kU. Canalas. Carpets. 

CH. DBfuxn. Garden. £420 

Plonaa Baplx ro Box Hg 


PROPERTY WANTED 


L ABOR RAW Multiple Oocu- 
toT^ctM^tab^i 


. 0171 610 


CANADA 


CANADIAN HEAL ESTATE lot i 

Whateml. O msutM . Bostw- 

adonal David Bui 
S t —I bM te L w<D be 
IiWmIiih [hn S/A for pemoii 


Calk 001 902 6S7- 

Fux= 001 902 667 3713 


FRANCE 


BUY wtUtout 

Bacafx* ngulaxtr. 
hmae, a melacdnn o# real aatara 

eanaspoaAa e to roar han d. 

Fxx (53) 4 ST 63 63 19. or 
write nx La Partanalta 
tnnp t aa 34277 MmtptHtBr 

ce6ra B/Tranca ejreJMjthhj 


RARE 

Oak hdMnberad 
19th ceraury Oder House 
i n ode * Oder pram (in 
worth* order) 


Width 7J m. 

He»ht OSm. 

55<M)00 IT 
0033 231640492 


FOR SALE IN 
COGNAC REGION 


I mi. On 11kon 

um. fully Gaed 


i ptei wool hsulq; rime 


IFF. 


FRANCE 


PARC MONTANA 6 berth mobile 
borne. rnOy equ i pped, bendf nl 
mtte past to Bn ri S« Trapeci 
£2^00. H: 01634 401486 or W. 
0181 460 0960. ark for CaiuL 


ITALY 


TUSCANY, 
LUCCA HILLS 
COUNTRY HOUSES 
FOR SALE 
160-190 sq.m finely 
restructured with 
swimming pool, land, 
olive trees and a 
natural park. 

For information call 
0039 583 495045 or 
0039360 652387 
Fax 0039 39 2754029 


SPAIN 


COSTA vm BLAMSS, Kalorca. 

Splendid rah 2 mine Puerto 

Puntale Me rton . 540s> eq Idib- 

itor. 2 J 00 in rq lantL^op^ q ual- 

Smkmn pool ataa, BBQ, 

Uaid room. Wine Bodega. 

Apt- Total primacy. 24hr macu- 

rirr- Price 17BJM».000 pts or 
EOn. TM/tetc 00 34 71676072. 


COSTA DB. SOL MuxbaDa - bU)as 
hut vtHue h apts. Mew 6 W e en ie 
01722 422039 


SPAIN 


COSTA D*m BLAMES, Majorca. 
Splendid rilh 2 mine Puerto 
Futtaim Marina 640m eq into- 
rior. 2J00m eq land. Top qual¬ 
ity. Luxurious. Piurtl mftmri 
Pabulous pool area. BBQ, Bll- 
ltaud room. Wine Bode g e. eep 

Ant. Total p rt racy. 24hr m ec u- 

rirr- Price IzSpOOpOQ pta or 
BOO. Tal/fux; OO 34 71676092. 



SPAM * Memela, P Banus. Mjas 
UnaiaJavaa. Benssa, C^pe. ab: 
vaararin - afoidabte gel properties 
BALEARfCS - Malnca & MenarcaJ 
Portugal - Gait 6 Ccwfliy Ctub 
France-U nspoitAuderegioa 

Gte RAUAR-BffWWSiaxhmB ns 
Pnces torn £60.000-£4m 


World Class Homes 
Freefone 0300 9089S4 


International: -*44181 5536294 


6294 

Euonl 


INTEREALTY 

Marbtlli's Premier 
EsUte Agency 
GET WISH 

PttD INTEREALTVS CbmonK 
Cracker and Bet a Um Suprime 
NOW 
*7 

Taking ow 3ctay Impccbor Visa 
betoR the 20ih Deccnibcr 
CALL NOW FOR MORE 
INFORMATION and a copy of 
'Juterraky-t FVt* Cskier 


Td: 01673 51L13S 34 tint 
Fax: 81672 511137 


M I J A S GOLF 
Coata del Sol 

Puebla A iJa 


Pueblc Aide is tn? «o!f:ic!e 
vil/egs zhe: must be seen :c 
be believed. Clastic 
AndolLcion crchitecture in 
!, 2 and 3 bedroom 
homes with 3 pools in a 


LOVELL ESPANA 


TREE IK JCfclB lo Wodd Of Prap- 
any. Ilk'S largau oearaeoa 
propatte mbow. 01B1 B42 90BB 


I8IZA Primate 126 mqm bu n ga l ow. 
3 dhl bade with bath or ihowur. 
Ut. open chimney, trig terra. 
500 hu of gro on dm. P/Pum. 
- 1 — Nr brack. Ln 3-r—- 


boUttay laaort. tSSflOO Tel 
0049 221 95B 4QB 66 Tam -5S 


MALAflA 25 m iraiutan. Ideal 
hotaL raaunuuut, cure home. 
rtBSt Tat 01296 74865B. 


MAHBBU A TO ESTAPOIIA Full 

colour brochure and npfo dan 
lists of property from £20,000 
ut over £2 in [Ulna- Smn Inter¬ 
national. 0151 648 3597 


Go If A 
Country Club. Luxury apart¬ 
ment*. Golf team mtewa. Sole OK 
Atlanta. X7C 01323 899204 


MAR8B1A Pnrmhun land. LaM 2 
parcels of land, for 10-15 lux 
emus. E37OJ00O or £450.000 
TenMarbnlta 01932 353267 


MARSOAA - N* PCCEBTO BANOS. 
braebsto o vma private pool 
Quick Sale D 01789 293111 


IN ,111ft La Noeva 3 bediui/3 bath 

fo—ilf haul 1m ulMm—T. mftrbfe 
floor*, on Outer es t ate with 2 
pools. £7B joa. 01892 6B46S& 


USA 


FLORIDA 

Nr Cetefaratitn City and Dratey 
4 beds.; baths. Dtmng room. 
Open family rooms. Bai-tn kitchen. 

ScircimJ-hcatcd pod, over 
kMfcmg lake.: Car pngc in quiet 
cnLde-nc. Fully fdfmtbed. 
Rdncum sale. 

ZSS^OO 

(laclatfiny nen yean renata if 


0113 


OVERSEAS 
PROPERTY TO LET 


87AM Goaca Brava Plays da Pate. 
Ctlimnai Rental*. Tf 0034 

726362S4 Fax 6969. www. 

webeaua/webcat/upunn 

aapuaiaqlflfwebcaLiea 


RETIREMENT 

HOMES 


Change your view of retirement 
- visit a Courtyard today 

English Courtyard lead the way, with beautifully landscaped gardens 
and very spacious houses & flats so you can really relax in your retirement. 

For nearly twenty years, English Courtyard have built some of the finest properties 
in many of the prettiest market towns and villages throughout England. 

Prices from £155,000 to £220,000 in 

Cambridgeshire, Cheshire, Essex, Surrey, Warwickshire & West Sussex 
Access our Website on www.englishcourtyord.co.uk or 
Freephone 0800 220858for Junker details quoting ref NDB 
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SPORTS POLITICS 


Funding methods 
may lead to exodus 
of competitors 


NATIONAL Lottery funding 
for many of Britain’s elite 
competitors is being held up 
because of bureaucracy, 
including rfie complicated 
form-filling needed to get the 
money for training and taking 
part in international events. 

The issue will be raised 
when the House of Lords 
debates the National Lottery 
bill tomorrow with finance 
still not reaching a large 
number of athletes due to take 
fart in the Winter Olympics. 

Some sportsmen and 
women are seeking to repre¬ 
sent Wales and Scotland in 
future rather than England, 
because lottery funding, 
announced in November 1996. 
is often more generous and 
more easily obtained. 

Nigel Hook, of the Central 
Council of Physical Recreation 
(CCPR), which represents the 
national governing bodies, 
said yesterday: “While sport 
welcomes the additional 
money, it also recognises the 
need to unravel some of the 
procedures surrounding the 
distribution of lottery money. 
A lot of bodies have expressed 
their dismay at the current 
practice." 

Craig Reedie. the chairman 
of the British Olympic Associ¬ 
ation (BOA), has spoken of the 
process being “unnecessarily 


By John Goodbody 

bureaucratic and cumber¬ 
some". pointing out that there 
is no sense in the four home 
country sports councils having 
entirely different distribution 
systems for revenue applica¬ 
tions operated under identical 

legislation. 

Mike Jardine. the chief exec¬ 
utive of the British Ski Federa¬ 
tion. said that English skiers 
have not had any money 

towards preparing for the 
Olympics in February. “In 
fact because we had no world- 
class performance plan 
accepted, the British team 
were denied places to train at 
the national sports centre at 
Lilleshall." 

He warned that Sophie 
Ormond, 17. “the most out¬ 
standing female prospect for 
years" and ranked in the top 
ten in the world this year, is 
training with the French ream 
and may change nationality 
when she is IS. 

In judo. Britain’s most suc¬ 
cessful sport for the size of the 
team over the past seven 
Olympics, no funding will be 
forthcoming until January 25, 
although backdated to Nov¬ 
ember 1. 

Lesley-Anne Alexander, 
who chairs the British Judo 
Association, said the govern¬ 
ing body did nor have the 
administrative capacity “for 



Tommy Yule, the weightlifter. trains in his garage 


producing a document quickly 
for the worid-dass perfor¬ 
mance plan'*. 

“However, the Sports Coun¬ 
cil has not facilitated the 
process. In addition, the fight¬ 
ers' ability to get money is 
directly dependent on their 
abilhy to fill in forms and this 
is a fairly alien activity to some 
of them." 

Triathlon has also had 
problems in completing tile 
plan, which will now be heard 
in February. In the meantime, 
Ceris GilfHian, an outstanding 
English prospect for the 2002 
Commonwealth Games in 
Manchester, has switched to 
Wales, where funding has 
been easier to obtain. 

In weightlifting, there has 
been the anomaly of 22-year- 
old twins. Tommy and Stuart 
Yule. Tommy, who is studying 
engineering science at Oxford 
University, is ranked second 
in Britain in the 108 kgs dass. 
He gets no lottery support 
Stuart has just graduated in 
science from Edinburgh Univ¬ 
ersity. He is ranked fourth in 
Britain in the 99 kgs class and 
is receiving £3,000 from the 
Scottish Sports Council. Tom¬ 
my said: "It is a bit strange. I 
just have to rely on the 
generosity of my parents." 

A spokesman for the Eng¬ 
lish Sports Coundl said yes¬ 
terday: "This funding has 
been a tremendous success. In 
a year. 24 organisations have 
been told they are being 
funded or already have been 
funded. We are taking sport to 
another level. We are not just 
involved in short-term gains.” 

"As a public body we have to 
be accountable for public 
funds and therefore we need to 
take precautions to see that 
money is properly spent" 

He pointed out that British 
sport has already benefited, 
with the national rowing team 
publidy praising the support 
after their success at the 1997 
world championships. 



Steve Young, the San Francisco 49ers quarterback, is sacked 
Monday night The 49ers had the last word, winning 34-17. 


SWIMMING 


Three Russians suspended 


THREE Russian swimmers 
have been suspended for two 
years for testing positive to an 
anabolic steroid after Fina, die 
sport's international govern¬ 
ing body, yesterday turned 
down their appeals. 

Vladimir Pyshnenko, Olga 
Kochetkova and Natalia 
Mecheryakova, all medal- 
winners at tiie European 
championships in August 
had used metandienone me¬ 
tabolites. Hie punishments 
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Number One Prescot Street, London El. 

Luxury one, two and throe bedroom apartments in an 

Art Deco landmark building just 10 minutes' walk from Liverpool Street 

or Bonk, and three minutes' walk from Tower Hill. 

Phase II now released. Prices from just £124,995. 


ffrVMPTONS 









Marketino Suite open 7 dnvs a week 

0171 680 1733 
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By Craig Lord 

are backdated to October 18, 
when the trio were tested at a 
training camp in Cyprus. 

A fourth member of the 
Russia squad. Alexei Kolesh- 
nikov, was suspended for 
three months for taking 
cannabis. 

His suspension begins on 
January I, excluding him from 
the world championships in 
Perth. Australia, and most of 
the World Cup series. 

Had all four swimmers 
tested positive for steroids. 
Russia could have faced sus¬ 
pension from all international 
competition for four years — 
including the Olympic Games 
in Sydney in 2000. 

Fina has the power to im¬ 
pose such a penalty, under a 
rule introduced last year, if its 
testers detect four steroid us¬ 
ers from one nation. . 

[This does not apply if 
steroid users are detected by 


their awn member federation, 
although it could be enforced 
if a federation attempted a 
cover-up]. 

Pyshnenko. 27, a member of 
the world record breaking 
4x200 metres freestyle team 
that won the Olympic tide in 
Barcelona in 1992, Mechery¬ 
akova, 25. the European SO 
metres freestyle champion, 
and Kochetkova, 18. a Euro¬ 
pean Championships medley 
relay stiver medal-winner, 
claimed that cake they had 
eaten had bem spiked. 

. Fma shied away from its full 
powers: its’rules' allow it to 
impose a four-year suspension^ 
on each of the steroid cases. 

A fifth swimmer. Oiena 
Lapunova, of the Ukraine, 
was provisionally suspended, 
pending a hearing, for using 
the same steroid. 

There have now been 31 
positive steroid cases in swim¬ 
ming during the Nineties—23 
of them from China. • 



Record turn-out forecast 


M OLYMPIC S AM E tr Af least 71 .countries will be 
represented in Nagano, Japan, m February organisers say. 
making the 1998WinterGam«th£biggest so far. beating 
the 67 countries who registered,at lilfehammer, Norway in 
1994. Kenya is the latest addition to the list and some 82 

*■ ~ ~~ ’ ’'— '* Ji - ' —- to take 


part, although a numbed ofthesearepotiUkety to be able to 




■ FOOTBALLrRraril dairtted a Confederations’ Cup semi¬ 
final place with a 3-2 ■wm'flWr Mexico in Riyadh yesterday.' 
Brazil finished topof groiip Awith Australia, beaten 1-0 by 

SaiidiAiai^$c^ltb|^h!^Q^ &tfoBr,Merioi) """ * 
need edT adrawtb qsa^tuiaftamoh"Ramirez’s 
goal a minute from time setups thrilling finale. “ 

ECB chooses LOleshall 

■ CIHCKETSThe national EKtanltion centre of excellence is 
likely to be built at LtifeshalL liie England and Wales Cricket 
Board has confirmed die West Midlands site as its favoured 
venue for the hTationaTCrick^Cfenirtwhirfi, rt-is hoped, will be 
the coaching headquarters for players of aU ages, from 
youngsters right through to theTbst, squad. . 


LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES 


0171-782 7344 


LEGAL NOTICES 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 



CONTRACTS 
&TENDERS 


TENDER NOTICE 


SOCIETE PALLAS BRED GESnON IMMOBtU^E “P.B.G^.- 
and other corapartes under official receivership 
ARE SElJjmih* KNOWING ASSETS 
' m on® of 

CIXJB OFFICES PARK : • 


(70% rented) 


| Paris region ) .. v - 

2 locations, 6 buildings 
- about 10.747sq.rri 


South West ! . 

3 locations, T9 buadln^ 
.about 30.963sq:m 


LA ND 

(PartB Regtonj 

■ ■2 lo cations, 2S2,B043q.m 

1 location, 35.739sq.m 

[South 


' 3 locations, 237.26SsqjTi 


West 


1 location, 2 buildings 
about 2.355sq.m 


South East ( 

3 locations’ 6 buHdings 

about &50isqiti- ; 


LMJ 

2 tocafions, 7 buMfags - 

atxxjt 6 . 00 ^am 

iNorth} ' .V-V 

■1 location, 17 buildings, 
about 15.5008^ ■■ 

| Rh6n»Ah»l 


- 2 locations, I69.555sqjm 

" OTH ERS 
[Paris Region I _ . 

1 restaurantin 

commercfai center 


-ijatchos of offices in 
. ■ - comme rcial center 

. fjSjjjjgjjgJ . 

1 building to rwiovEte 


1 location, 2 txjiW/r^s ■ 

about3.060sqjti 
SHOPPIN G CENTERS 
South East"} 

'Grand VaTEst TOULON 
several oondo4bfa : 

• (38.5%) about 4.491sq.m 



. schedule, *daia ttjorn".. .t 
organisation write: - T '.-- 

: Martre QenfaFACQtJiS 
22, avonueJVictocfa- *? 

. PAWS 1st FRANCE 
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Richard Evans assesses a report which advocates sweeping measures to en courage growth 

inventive solution 



A revised draft of the 
financial plan for Brit¬ 
ish racing, which pro¬ 
pose radical solutions to die 
funding problems highlighted 
last week by Sheikh Moham¬ 
med. went before the British 
Horseracing Board (BHB) 
yesterday. 

The 54-page document pro¬ 
duced by a group chaired by 
Peter Savill, president of the 
Racehorse Owners’ Associ¬ 
ation. is scheduled to be pub¬ 
lished nexr month — if the 
BHB can reach agreement 
The causes of racing’s finan¬ 
cial plight will not surprise 
racing people; the same can¬ 
not be said of the likely 
reaction of politicians and 
public to the proposed 
solutions. 

The report paints a familiar 
picture of the financial woes 
faring the sport For every 
£100 of off-course bating turn¬ 
over, £78 is relumed to punt¬ 
ers in winnings. E6.75 goes to 
the Government (in betting 
duty), £11.71 is taken by betting 
shop overheads, £235 goes in 
bookmaker profits — leaving 
El.19 for raring via the levy. 

The overhead cost of betting 
through 9.000 betting shops is 
by far the highest in the world, 
leaving too little money for 
raring and Government. For 
every pound racing receives 
from betting, the Government 
takes £5.67 — nearly double 
the amount in Australia and 
three times the ratio in France 
and South Africa. 

The low percentage of bet¬ 
ting turnover returned to .rac- 
ing — U9 per cent—“is at the 
root of most of British racing's 
financial problems," accord¬ 
ing to die report Of the nine 
major raring nations. Britain 
lies eighth when comparing 
owners’ return from prize- 
money with the cost of keeping 
a horse in training. 

• “Whichever aspect of racing 
is reviewed, the overwhelming 
picture emerges of a badly 
underfunded industry which 
is too dependent upon its 


PRINCIPAL FINDINGS 


racing is severely underfunded, compared to other countries, 
wvwnmert takes too much from betting compared to racing's return, 
yw trie sport is powerless to change the financial equation. 

□ Rbchto needs an extra £150 mfflton a year. Government should cut 

dWy by-175 par cent—worth £80 miffion--and transter money 
to levy. Racing should generate £25 mSUon .extra tfirough sett help. 

D|nvean»tt of £105 mttUon would create more than 9,000 new jobs, 
attract 2.400 new owners and 3,400 new horses. Bookmaker profits 
would rise by £85 mBBon and direct government taxes by £88 mfllion. 

□ Review of betting legislation - and deregulation to allow betting in 

SfiODSand Ollhc R»wniiru,^u..UL.^I-!_IJ-a_I_i__ I_,2_ 


I amusement machine gambling to maximise revenue. 

□ Other taxes and indirect benefits, such as reduced unemployment, 
farttio cen * duty would be "at least revenue-neutral 


heritage and the patronage of 
non-resident owners, which is 
failing to meet the needs of the 
market place." 

Sheikh Mohammed’s Gim- 
crack speech last week under¬ 
lined that fragility, but the key 
dtificulty the BHB will face is 
convincing politicians of why 
they should be concerned 
about racing’s financial needs. 
Raring spends just £2^ra a 
year on marketing itself, com¬ 
pared to about £20m in France 
and the United States, and 
E139m in Japan. The blueprint 
argues for a marketing budget 
of £ 1435m on the grounds that 
h would increase employment 
by 2380. boost income by 
£25m and tax revenues by 
£5.8m. and attract 550 new 
owners. Walter Mitty would 
beimpressed. 

British owners recoup only 
24 per cent of their keep and 
training costs and a target of a 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: Mister Blake 
(2.40. Bangor) 

Stamina is Muter Blake’s' 
strong suiL so be should relish 
.-tbe :extended four miles, al 
Bangor -fcjday. He . won at the 
Wcteb’ ,e*rB»e-. on Ms debut 
-. over fences _apft,>yas no* dis- 
^<&’lasr jfiteoiJL 

NB: Boots Madden 
(2.50 Exeter) 


50 per cent return to owners 
should be established. That 
would require E66m extra 
prize-money on top of the 
existing £59m. 

Worthy targets abound, but 
who pays? Not the punter, 
who already contributes about 
£lbn a year via losing bets and 
betting duty, according to the 
BHB team. Nor the bookmak¬ 
er. who would pass on the cost 
to the punter. Raring has 
“extremely limited" opportuni¬ 
ties to raise more money. 
Which leaves the Government 
— in partnership with raring. 

Here is the crux of the 
problem. Can the sport per¬ 
suade a Government limiting 
cash for single parents and 
needs every penny for the 
National Health Service, to 
come to the rescue? Apparent¬ 
ly. its leaders think they can. 

The mathematics are sim¬ 
ple. A reduction in betting 
duly from 6.75 per cent to 5 per 
cent, with the 1.75 per cent 
being transferred to the levy, 
would release E80m for raring. 
£17m for greyhounds, and 
£20m for bookmakers. Raring 
would generate an extra £25m 
through self-help, including 
sponsorship, copyright in¬ 
come. the Tote — and deregu¬ 
lation of racecourses to allow 
betting and amusement ma¬ 
chines in “racing clubs". 

The difficulty is believing 
the conclusions of a KPMG 



On the day the British Horseraring Board considered the sport’s underfunding, Ainsi Soit Il’s winner's prize at Folkestone was just £2,301 


report produced for the BHB 
last month into the effect of 
doubling prize-money and 
boosting marketing. It sounds 
marvellous: racing income 
would increase by £188m (ex¬ 
cluding extra levy from in¬ 
creased betting), 9,300 jobs 
would be created. 2.495 new 
owners and 3.417 new horses 
would be attracted to the sport. 

Betting turnover would in¬ 
crease by £500m because of 
increased field sizes, addition¬ 
al races and marketing to 
punters. Bookmakers profits 
would go up by £65m. 


Government would benefit 
from £43m extra VAT and 
£25m extra betting duty from 
increased turnover. Other tax 
benefits and reduced unem¬ 
ployment would mean “it is 
likely that a duty cut of 1.75 per 
cent by Government would be 
at least revenue neutral". 

So. if that an ay I sis is correct, 
raring will be £80m better off 
and bookmakers’ profits will 
jump by a total of £S5m — 
without costing the Govern¬ 
ment a penny. What are the 
odds of sneaking that one past 
Gordon Brown? 
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THUNDERER 

12.40 MILLING BROOK (nap) 2.10 Pearl Anniversary 
1.10 Daano’s Beano 
1.40 Wren Warbler 


2.40 Mister Blake 
3.10 Selatan 

3.40 Bassey 


GUIDE TO OUR JNrUNE RACECARD 


101 113143 6000TMES 13(BFJ&S)iV.*lDAftmscnJ Bttfl 134)-BWast(7) 89 


team) r*rt>er Sn-fcgrat tom (f — telL P — 
putted up LI — iTCESWi ndo. B — hrougW 
down S — sbDpefl up R—rated. D — 
(tajualiMI Hones name Days sow Hsl 

a f i! U» (E — Nmterc. If — wax. H — 
E — Evefwid C-auseiinra. 0- 
dbtnz. wmncf CD —cause end distance 


mm. Bf — beaten tensile tn totes meet 
Gong on sttdi hone he won (f — (no. good a»- 
hm. hart 6 — good. S —soft, good to soft, 
heavy) Owns In harkph Inter. Age and 
■eight RiAr plus aiy rforarae. The Time, 
Timetanpas speed ra*V 


GOING: SOFT (CHASE COURSE): GOOD. GOOD TO SOFT IN PLACES (HURDlfS) 
TOTE JACKPOT MEETING _SB 

12.40 RED COAT CONDmONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,654: 2m 10 (B runners) 

101 
ID? 

103 

104 
IDS 
ioe 
id: 

108 


106- ALKA&EEB380(C0JS)(BanihouseCortlDBteMVJB ■ B Hngn - 
204WO DOAUDRESSTOHDlHNEflBPEG)(BOFDPWsJRHodges7-11-9 TD»cond» 98 

1420-03 BRUMtJN 19 (VS1 f HoDrcj !4 MaHnwai* 6-114 -■■■ _■?>% “ 

550-234 EVE30 RUTO )3 (V.F) |T Cartel N Lflmoden-- --- J 
FOP-652 CARROLLS ROCK 14 (S) [C« U V* iW C Mwfr-10-10 __ JU te* 

PFM55 MILLING BROOK 14 (08) |U Janes] J Batfey 5-10-9 --- 101 

0360481 EJUC0LH 6 jV.D.f.G£l lift C Sown M«; A Stoted 7-10-8 iTbii . Xtepum 88 

PP5PA-P ALTHREY ARISTOCRAT 40 |F Morrfl F LKjyd t-«W» — - C Rae P) 

Lung nsndmp Afetrry tomcm 9-2 

BFT7WG- J5-4 OjmtrejoisiSnw 7-2 Jrcmcn. 4-1 CaroJis ftock. 5-1 EncoHn. 13-2 Evbbo Wo. 7-1 atom. 
1996: KHTAVI6-1C-13 6 Him (2-1 toft T DoneS* TO ran 

OomdresstunSmer HI 3rd to 7 la GaHgmg Gum in fandkap 
hurdle a Ludlow (2m. good). Bnmon 121 3rd ol 8 to RHMtsnk 

_ . Rose oi handicap hurtle al fctongw (2m II. good to w8) Effin 

Rufo 181 4h of 16 ID Sauft toms in sellmfl h wd Kap femte a Lflj c^ja iH 1 110yd. 

agMYfaMjfflgj gsa S 

go3r Encofti bwl Wtemme 6» m 13-rumei selling tanificap hunfle 4 Fatenhem (2m. goodj. 
EVE20 RlffD brted la slay 234 miles tea time and wll appreciato the (Hop in trip 


FORM FOCUS 


1.10 ASTBURY WRBt HANDICAP HURDLE (£4.783: 3m) (5 runners) 


BETTMG :- 


152 


203 i0f-P2P BUI STAffaOV IB (0J.6.& J ffaw 8-10-13 Wchad GS| 

no* ciccTf, AALAMAX W fGuS) f»Y Dot) D GandoHo HM0 --5 wNwy lw 

™ l^Upl * Cte 6-1M-:-e Ton™, 135 

Lorn tandcao. Prussia 8-5 _ 

7^ t Bkm 7-1 Pn^a- S-1 Saflhoy. 10-1 Balan*. 12-1 Wttouse Boy 
1095 : HffilDt U0« 6-11-0 C Lwnvn 13-1 ») NTwtdaHtews 7 r» 

Daano’s Beeno heal Mentmore Towers 71 In 10-nwner l“]4iaD 
hnlto a ftadodt On 61. sod) wito BahraR |14to Ij«b off) 461 
—. .- 5 ju Buddnusa Boy (eil In chase ■dSandooii (in 110yd. B“d) 


E0RM fOCUS 


pfwousty 7i 

Id Splendid 


'SnvSji.-j* io sod) 

OEAKO’S BEANO o p nxf re ssmg well and hard lo oppose 


1.40 


IV CIWYD NOVICES CHASE (£3.550: 2m 41 110yd) (7 ™rs) 

1235-31 auntfTMP IE (Of.SSI ^ IftMn ” ° J ^ 

vm. wnaiuv orim zb “HS r - 

W WWWI «;T MjttJ " .To 5*3 ft - 

S LBSHAIfi W1S 51J _ . ...? j g Kuntfi 

-- s *S - 

™ * ST— ■ - 

suSd good).UsahaneOats441 millrt 
hwdte 2l L u ““*Jc n irJJirS ^ Uouriain Path 361 tea of 5 

.. . ... ui u.i 11 InCmm 


iwte a^ae a 

n nowcfl Chase z (2m 9™) _ . . w a rin round 

-nniJRSE SPECIALISTS' 




TRAINERS 

Via 



? Aetse 

3 



f, 

3 

26 


** ‘ 

r 'rj-jd 

-jg 


■ m f 

■*“j 

b . rJ 

•i 


JOCKEYS 


ffrvs 

7 il 9 G B radley 

52 321 IWSJ 
10 
w 

53 
21 


3Q0 P J BieiUrt 

ggj A P McCoy 

?\2 E Tonne, 

19 B w MKton . 


Wknacs mdes 
7 
5 
4 
10 
3 


25 280 

2D 25.0 
18 222 
45, 222 

IB 188 
50 16.0 



*=• 

« A . 


j 

lUfst-''* 

it 
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Ascot crowds 

fewer racegoers will be 
able to attend Royal Ascot 
next year. Crowd capacity in 
rhe Grandstand and Silver 
Kngwffibe reduced by 20 per 
cent The Royal Enclosure 
wjD be unaffected. 



2.1 0 MAESFEX NOVICES SSUNG HURDLE 

(£2,306: 2m If) (14 runners) 


(VP-P04 AL88TT T»€ U0N 9 (J Menlo] 1 Node 5-11-5 ... 


_ G Tonne, 

71 

UrS Draft (5) 

50 


— 

_1 Pta (71 

50 


0GO4OH LAJLD 40 (ft Lee) fi Lee 5-11-5_ 

0-0500 LYSANOfR 34 (P lepiynun) Ut, S Lunjnon 5-11-5. J Magee (3) 

PEARL AfMVStSARY 4F (J Poteen & Sac] Iks S Wai 4-11-6 B PM 
OR 1 -® SHA1IWEY 23 (C Bigley Partnership Lid) D McCain 4-11-5 ... T Jerfc 
36 2AKAMJE 23 1 C Woe) J fUoing 5-11-5 . . . W MnUI 

2453803 NMN NECTAR 12 I Mrs C Mewnai) H BnKhertai 4-11-0 . L Haney 

3855 AFICIONADO 20 Ms C Colei R Hodges 3-10-5_ T Ctaonte 

r aAiwrs msr a iutw n Same.) o euromi 3 - 10-5 ' u j Butiri 

50 WPALA 33 (Mn C Scsl) W G M lira 3-10-5 _ J Goteoen (7) 

406 AUMOUAM » (Mrs S Battwje) N tentage 3-1043 .. H Thantan 

H3- GABOVA 163 (U Ppe tecap Oi« M Pipe 3-108- A P McCoy 

BtllRfi. 7-2 Gahon. 9-2 Adnwd s Gees 0-1 AAcwrado. 7-1 Wan Meaar. 10-1 Atoeri The Lm. 
Amvraiy. Alrajwn. 1?-1 often 

3998: OMAAN 3-106 A P htoCw (13-8 M M Ppe 14 an 


51 

Pe»i 


Admiral's Guest 71 2nd o( 7 lo Once Mora Fw Ludt m ssllaig 
hurdle al Leicester (2m. sod) Alwt The Uon 211 4th ol 12 to 
Meadow tona in novice daring hudfa H Ludlow (2m. good) 
Gold Of Arabia beaten a ifctance tost ol 7 to Brecon in 4yo novice hurdle M Perth (2m 110yd, 
good). LBlo 57180i of 15 to Radng Hawk in novice selling hunfle 4 UttouSer (2m 41110yd, good). 
Lysander64l 12th ol 19 to Namoodai ir novice hurdfe d Marhd Rasen [2m II 110yd. good) wdh 
AtWraTs Guest Oevet) 78114th. Zaliaalle 181 Gdi ol 16 to Final Stab in seAng hudle al Ludow 
(2m. good) wift FtortWs Rrst (2ft) beds oil) W. Man Nectar Wl 3rd ol 8 to Sopamlck in 
netting hurdle a He retort (2m II. good). Aficionado 1215di ol 12 to Circle 01 Magic in 3yo novice 
selling hurdle a Taunton (2m 11, good) wth Abnerwn (levels) 131 6th ftnpafl 4617th cd 1G to 
Virtuoso w 3yo novice t**dle to Uthwter (2m. goodl Gabova 171 Blh ol 10 to LawM Rnd m hurdle 
al Compegne (2m 31. good) 

INDIAN NECTAR has ttw best tarn on affei in a poor race 


2.40 HALEWOOO WTHTNATOHAL LAMBfflNI HANDICAP CHASE 

(£4,104 4m 11) (9 runners) 


SOI- IPO-411 SU3E0R41 23 (OS) g Mctteus) J J OTttfl 8-11-13 

502 4412-11 TOP JAVAUN 39 (CAS) (1*5 V Thnml N tenter 10-11-12 

503 1P-3P80 GLBRNN PRMC8S5 58 (fS) (P UcGrty) P Bora 9-11-8 

504 1A364-2 KEAN0 31 (S) (WOawr Fartneteml 0 Nidnfccn 8-11-5 

505 3221-43 IAY IT Off 16 (F.S) (J ONeAl) i O'Neil 8-10-11. 

506 30CP-15 METER BLAKE 72 (CJ5) PN Efterrt) R Lee 7-10-5 

507 4043-40 SHAMARPHl 16(F^(ltesSBamcfajoh)flAtari 1-10-1 

508 2380-33 DUSE MARSHALL 16 U Wade) J WS& 9-108 _ 


A P McCoy 
R Greens 
W Marten 
R Johnson 
. 5 Curan 

_R Thorton 

Lfes S tenaboetfi 
Ik S Qnct ~ 



509 3PP-G55 LUOMO M 34 (F.G.S) (C Spencer) A Bwraw 13-108 Mr 0 McPhal 

Long luntoc^c Liters Pto 3-4 

BETTM: 11-4 Sthtedte 3-1 Top JaoBn. S-Uay 101.6-1 terra. 7-1 tester BUe 10-1 UnmanWL 12-1 
Getse UtRflel. 14-1 often 

1996: PENWME PRDE 9-10-1 Nimaroon (5-1 1 U Hmraod 10 on 

SOdBotha beat Uutnal AgreemeN 61 In 7-ntmet tuidicap chase at 
Ludlow (3m 31 llOyd. good). Top Javaln beal Ask Me Law 2tol 

_ In 6-mreia trandcap eftasa at Unoxaer (3m 21. soli) Gkofinn 

Princess 561 7th ol 11 to BUe* Chwch in handicap chase al Plumpton (2m 51. good). Keaio W 
2nd ol 5 to CownWe law «i handicap chase al Towcaster (2m 61. good) Lay B OH 9 3rd ol 9 to 
Dream Leader in handicap chase al FofcesJone (3m 21. good) wdh Shamarphfl (410 bedet otfl 371 
7th. Mstor Btafce 111 5ft ol 9 to High Learie m hanftcap chase at Hunbngdon (3m. good) Dose 
Marshal beaten a dstance 3rd d 8 to Young Kenny m novice chase al Kelso (3m 11. good to soil) 
L’Uomo Pfu 361 5ft ol 10 to Dream Leader ai fiandhap chase al Taunion (3m, good) 
DBSE MARSHALL has been crytr^ oU (o a real lesl to sftmma and should go dose 


3.1 0 B00FAR! STUD HANDICAP CHASE 

(£4,104: 2m 4f 110yd) (6 runners) 

(P Larrynan] Us S Lamynan 9-128 


1(3) 


601 1F44-5I SBTSt ROSZA 19 (OXS) .. ----.. . . — 

602 2121332 BUWLBaWY 25 paF.OSJItemoeoIbctoBI »*S SSnWh 8-11-11 H GiMt 

603 5620-32 JWUAM JOMtt 20 (5) (Win FtocrOng teteces] J J COid H18 A P MeOy ua 

604 5005W BOB DRAW 22 (D£5) (I OlC*l I GM 5 MJ-II 8 --— ~ 

S 6 AS31-S SELATAN 19JG5) (3a«to» tap) D GteUta 5-10-12 ------ 0 Ba*y IM 

€06 6328^2 D 0 UKDS 8 US) (T CateeTj T CUM 10-108.Uetrt fttaso 13) Q£ 

BETTING: 9-4 Jrm)am Jcteny. 5-2 BranwtebenY. 1 M Steer Russ. 8-1 Deltas, 10-1 Settea 1 M B® Deeni 

1996. KSTWCTIffi 7-10-9 C Uewnjn (5-1 1 H WKreor 6 ran 


Sister Rosza beto Teinein 151 to 4-finner 


Johnny neck 2nd to 6 to 


— . . Ln _— - L ... —p i.. IW . ... _luntoL^j chase al 

Bangor (2m 4( 110yd. good to soft) Brambtebeny 41 2nd ol 9 to 
Storm torn in novice handicap chase to Ante (2m. good to soil}. 
‘ ' ki hander chase to Ultaaler (2m 41. good). Boo 
(2m 71110yd, soft): prcvwosJy 11 aid to12 to 
“ 1 4). good to soli) Setoton beSen a fctance 
ir f3m 110yd.-good In soft), pievtousty beat ftiasa 
good) Dotora 1(412nd to 4 to The lobes* in 


_I potted ip n handicap chase to 

Trench W Lass in harafiop toasa at 0_. 

3rd to 5 to Pores! Ivory n oowtes ctusa at —, 
reck in 13^uow hanflop hunte to Bangor:( 
handkap-chese to Hutingdon (2m 4! 110yd. good) 

JYMJAM JOHNNY W5)U5liineHJtoBierwito unoaer and Win lake aB Ifte betoing 


3.40 


GOLDF0RD STUD IHTERMSMTE OPEN NATIONAL HUNT FLAT 
RACE (£1.319: 2m IQ (15 Jmnere) 

4 BASSEY 23 ®*mw Boys) N Henderson 4-11-4- T C Ifarpty (7) 

03 8UCKALOON 26 (A Brads tenter! W M Bristow* 5-11-4 A P McCm 

8 UUfSOBI 42 pi DetoM D Wdofcai 4-118.- R Itesty 0) 

rGLOO N IMtaeuQ M UrArma 5-11-4 --- 5 Wynne 

jALW |T Sfttouy) P Bonen 5-U-4 .. 1— . R Jatmao 

B- tars BOY 403 (C Pots tap) Ms S Smft 6-11-4- S ftwfl (7) . - 

MR LAMfM OfllNmd I rt ma i onN Ito) Mrs L Wabnem 5-11-4 W Uxstoc - 

0 NUNS BEST FRBffl 12 (6 firiflcto) J teadky 4-11-4_ B Powel 

VERTICAL AIR (0 McCain) D McCain 4-11-4-Mr G (tote (7) 

BRYMAR LASS [fl Hdl) P R Mta 5-16-13 -- Hr PScaS 

OB OtfBAVa LADY 49 (D Bax) D Brace 5-10-13- Hz P Joes 

MB5RY OWSTMAS ff H Omni E 0w*n Jui 4-1 M3 Ur S Draft (5) 

0 SHARP PRACTICE 16 U O'Neal J O'Neil 5-18-13.S Cum 

TAKE THE CATCH (D S&ddsi) P R 4-16-13- G finder 

0 moor SCUD 18 (Us J PKtering} J PUering 5-18-13 _ 0 Burraws (5) 
BETTM6: W Hfcntei. 5-2 taey. 7-1 tebtosai. 8-1 JNee, 12-1 Ito» Udy. 16-1 Bryns L*k. Tate Tte 
0 «dL 2 M often. 

19® SCORNS PQX8TE 4-11-4 S Ctr» (58 bi) J Mjteo 14 on 

Bassey 5i 4ft to 15 lo Suidey Venire n NH lb] race a Lutoow 
(2m, good) BucftaJoon 9( 3rd to B to Jusln Mac In NH U race to 

__ JWee pm IlDyd. good) HOesden 714) fithof 18 to BrartfrfshS 

Dtor to m Bto race to Haydod Rm. good) mih BucWoon (le»*) 2511 1 ilh. Jtoon. Dtetos gahfing. 
tQjwrolta to Fb( wterar OtoomeHow Mo’s Boy 3812* to 17 to lady Rebecca n NH ltd race to 
Wncanton (2m. good) Nuns Best Friend betoen a instance 14Ui ol Ifi to Kadou ffananbls in 
nftoiBl hurt to race to Haretert (2m it. good) Brymar Lass. Homo Saptei mare, jfator to a 
wrung lunfieranl htoi-sislB to a wmjng chaser Durawn Lady 9151 ffii to 14 to Irish Banter in 
NH flat race to CheHantam (3m 110yd, good to Ann) Marry Chnstmas. Handsome Stoter GBy. oul 
oi hurdles winner.Meny Jane. Slurp Practice 271 lift to 14 to PsnywsB tn mares tM to to 
Fotetorw (2m II I KM good). Taka Die Catch. Heto Pdcfter Tilly, oul to fte IgMIyreced T *t 
The VteL Woody SamSIMSi to IB lo Eddy’s Son in NH fts race * Waiwtt (2ftl good to soft). 

BASSEY contested a strong ruce toil lime and will And Ois easier 


YESTERDAY’S 

RESULTS 


Folkestone 

Gong: good (good lo firm in places) 

12.30 (2m 11110yd hdlei 1. Ainsi Soft 6 (D 
Bndgwier, 7-J). 2. Fenets (15-2). 3. 
Auaua Twelfth (4-11 Corre On Penny 
Wlfit 11-1 lav 7 ran. II. 11*1. G McCooti 
Tole E310. Cl 90. C340 DF. C37 00. 
CSF- £25.82. 

1LX) lin 2* ch) 1. Big Ben Dun (J R 
Kownwgh. 8-1): 2. Secrel Bid (13-B fav). 3. 
Pavlova 110-1) 7 ran i u l. 111. £ James. 
Tole- £9 70. £3.50. £2 20. DF £13.80 
CSF-£20 97 

130 (2m 61 110yd hdle) 1 MBImounl (R 
Thomton. 3-1 p-lav): 2. CaraaN (3-1 jl-lavl; 
3. Orastaquay (7-2). 8 ran. W. 131 T 
McGovern Tole ES4fr. £170. £1.10. 
El 90 DF: £5.10. CSF £1147 Tncasf 
£29 09 

2.00 (2m 5( ch) 1. Sir Dame (D 
Bridgwater.) 3-8 tavj: 2. Who Am U3 1V 3. 
Benp (33-1) 7 ran NR: Angelo's Double. 
D«. 151 R Rowe. Tour £2 icr Cl 30. 
£190 DF £350 CSF £6 74 

2.30 (2m a 11 Oyd hdtol I. Be My Mol (B 
Fenian. 10-1); 2 .C4d Decency (9-4 lav): 3. 
Fin Boc 17-1). 11 ran NR Che*kyCharte 
1 tel. 1 HI D Gnsstol. Tote- £13.60 £2 40. 
£120. El 70. DF- £29.50. Tno £1960 
CSF. £3424. 

3.0012m ch) l. PegmarinaU A McCarthy 
5-11: 2. Court Mas*e< tll-tj. 3. FnencSv 
Knight (15-8 lav) 7 ran 21, I0i Mrs A 
Woodrow Tore CS40 C2BO. £2.40 DF. 
£920 CSF CIS 10 

3JO On 11 110yd ftat) l. Merry Shot (R 
Fanam. 9-2). 2. Bity Mconshne (14-1). 3. 
Formed Remark (7-4 tav) 11 ran NR: 
Cloudy BJ 51. 121 Ms J Peman, Tote 
£5 60. C210. £260 £1 70. DF: £2520. 
Tno- £3520 CSF- EB7 36 
Jackpot not won (pool erf £8,002.89 
carried toward to Bangor today). 
Placapot £34.40 Ouadpot (3.30 

Hereford 

Going; good 

1.10 (2m 11 hdte) 1. Aal H Aal (G Tormey. 
5-1). 2. J agues Gten (11-1 iavl. 3 
tochydoney Bey (12-1). 11 ran 5L S P 
Hobt* Tore £5 30 £200. £1 60. £1 40 
DF £550 Tno- £55 10. CSF- £17 14 

1.40 (2m 31 ch) 1 Jason's Boy (R 
Johnson. 10-11 fav: Tmakeeper’s top 
rating) 2. Stwnba HiBs (11-2): 3. hoo's 
Promcse (5-3 5 ran. 2*1 41. J Bradtey 
Tore £1.50 £.1 10. £3 20 DF- C4 50 CSF 
£5 90 

2.10 (2m hdlei 1. Astral Invasion (Gary 
Lyons. 4-1): 2. Prmce De Berry |il-2): 3 
Verde Luna (9-1) Play Games 9-4 lav. 8 
ran. NR The Secret Grey ill. sir hd T 
Wan. Tore: C4JXL £2.80. £120. £2 10. DF. 
£10 20 Tno £1620. CSF £23 34 Tread 
E106 75 

2.40 (2m 11 hdte| t. Sbensn Mysbc <C 
Maude. 11-4 A-iavi: 2. Nornar Lad (7-1 1 .3. 
Wadade (8-1) Romme Secrei 11-iji-fav 
8 ran. G 1«l P Murtoiv Tote £4 40: 
£120. £210. £1 70 DF C1B10 '3SF- 
£19.83. Tncasr £122 66 

3.10 On 1111O** <i\) 1, TorduH Express 
(C Maude. 1Q0-301 :2 Lancastrian Jto (7- 
1). 3. All SLosh ( 8 - 11 . Ridvig Crop 11-» 
lav 12 ran 91 .1 Ll p Ncro4s. Tole £3 50: 
£2.60. £4.10. £2.90 DF. £27.70. Trio 
£4420. CSF. £27.42 

94012m 31110yd hdtell. Sbx«o TTwty (X 
Aepuru. 7-1); 2. Lord Nitrogen (100-30 
Lw). 3. CasUa Arrow (9-1). 10 ran 1 At. Ill 
R Dckin Tole: £510; £1.9). El.SO. £3.70. 
DF- £1320. Tno; £132.10. CSF: £30 74. 
Tneast £303 34 
Pteeepot £158.90 
Ouadpot £21.30. 

Musselburgh 

Going: good 

12.45 £ 2 mhtfle) l.Bterar (Miss RClai. 8- 
1). 3. Tnemum 1 118 ta. 3. Fanadyr (5- 
1).7ran 71.31 SCtart Tae £7.i0:£1 50. 
£1.40. DF: £5 00 CSF £17 76 
1 SO (3m chl 1. Royal York (P Cartwry. 2- 
1): 2. CoBstown Soy (20-1); 3. Forever 
Grey (66-1) Shaiawgh ffi 4-6 tav. 9 ran. 
29. 241 G Retards Tote. £260: £1 50. 
£2 50. £260 DF £2 1 30 Trio EB800 
CSF £24.63 

1.50 (2m 4f hdte! 1. Little Duke (Mr M 
Bratfcurta. 4-1): 2. Phaniom Ha?? <10-1}. 
3. Victor LastoO 110-1). Stototer jato- |4m) 
5-4 Lav. 14 ran. 1513W Mrs S BradbtBne 
Tote £9.50; £2.40. £3 40. £3.00 DF 
£3120 Tno. £144.00. CSF: £4383. 

220 (2m Jf ch) 1. Monfrave /S Tavior. 5- 
1): 2. Pirtan iB-1): 3. BaSySne (9-1 tav) 5 
ran Hd. V J Gotfle Tote &20. £1 60 
£190 DF £122C CSF £29.69 
SL50 (2m eh) 1. Master Bavard (Mr M 
Bradbume. 7-4 tau). 2. Uk Hy^arie (14-1): 
3, TMaVn'altch (B-tl B ran 20. I’ll P 
Moment! Tow:£3lO;Cl.«) 1 £ltO.£l 50. 
Dr: £48.00 CSF: £24.13 Tncaw EIBOdS 
320 i3m hdo) 1. NigeTs Lad (M Foster. 
10-11 lair). 2. Major Harts (7-2); 3. 
LFiiahen 0-4) 4 ran. NR. Stan's Tour 
Man. fit. 30L P Hosiam Tde. C1.B0. DF 
£240 CSF £4 06. 

PtseapoC £37890 

Ouadpot £80.00 


I_1- 

THUNDERER 
T^O King Of The Blues. 150 Logical Step. 2^0 
Indian Legend. 2.50 Full Of Oats. 3.20 Dtoto. 3.50 
Rich Life. 



GOING: GOOD TO SOFT (GOOD IN PLACES) SIS 


1.20 OSPREY CLAIMING HURDLE 

(£1.953:2m 21) (6 runnels) 

1 4131 TOTALLY YOURS 6 (VJ.GlS) M Apr 4-11-7 . . C Maude 
7 SO-6 KMG OF THE BLUES 34 J Ktb 5-10-11 JCnMy 

3 0446 3HAHRAM 8 (Cf) M Prpr VlO-n G Suppte I5| 

•1 5062 TOP SKIPPER 22 (CO J>3) Y Gieemi >10-11 MrJTbzanlpl 

5 3612 1MATHB1 WISE9 (Bf.D.G)WGM Ivfnef 5-10-11 ROunwoorly 

6 685 MSS NBH1 OWL 34 R FubI 6-10-9 Jfrosl 


4-5 Tofalyvom, 9-2 Kmg 01 Thr Blues 11-2 Wtaffief Wist. 8-1 9ftm 10-1 
Tsp Sbppe 75-1 Mu Nigty Otl 


1.50 MERLIN NOVICES CHASE 

(£4.078: 2m 2f) (12) 

1 C-3I JEfTlRCS 20 (G1J0W 8-118 CUrwelvii 

2 -1LQ MH1CR0FT RIVERA 20 IC/.G) B Alrw 6-118 _ A Thorton 
l -2(14 AMBLE9DE 11 IBFJil Un SWHIunc: 6-11-2 . S UcNeft 

4 m- CAPE 19tRY 260P J Tuck TO-11-2. RBetamy 

5 OP-P OAIOE DOVE 48 KEB4e» 6-11-2 _ NMtomon 

6 41tk EBULUEKT E0U1KAME 644 (tSI N Hmrknor 6-11-2 

M ARDgtraM 

7 (VP- HAN LB* 285 MCocmoc 9-11-2 . IfesMCoombe 

8 241’ HE FTXSBV WGHT 1009tea.HKniflm8-11-2 . JF Titty 

9 /222 » THE BIOOO 11 raSJPHtoite 6-11-2 . RlXrwwly 

10 34P- LOGICAL STEP 285 D (tondnllo 7-118 . 0 Leahy 

11 66-2 PEJWYMOORPRtKf 12 (SIRFkisi 8-11-2 J Froa 

12 4H PROVE THE POWT 62 UrePOMfcte 4-108 .. PHotey 
J-l JeHens. 7-2 QUfcmt Equwnr. 5-1 In The Blood. 11-2 tenen* Rmera 
13-2 AmMerate. 12-1 Hr F6« By *gw. tairmon Pima 14-1 ohm 


2.20 HOECHST RDUSSa PANACUR E B F 
MARES ONLY NH NOVICES HURDLE 

(£3.706.2m 3f 110yd) (16) 

1 633 BALLT URA 21 P footed 5-iO-ID . .. S Burramjn 

2 BUDS OF MAY N 7-10-10 .... J F TdOy 

3 20 DATS/ 28 (BFl IV; J hUnao 4-1D-10 . . RFwrare 

4 4054 FOLESCLAVE 23 J Mng 5-10-10 . ... J Cufcty 

5 0 FRINGE BENBTI 21 J SrtrorrJ 6-10-10. P Hde 

6 433- HOT V SAUtt 281 J Tuc* 5-10-10 . . . S MtoM 

7 05 INDIAN LEGEREi 34 Mn S Wdlams 4-10-10 SopMt Wdchall (5) 

8 100- ITSMOTSWPlf 249 IG(RFiiW 5-10-10 . Jfrna 

9 AM) KENTFORO TWA 22 |G)JMuUi» 6-10-10 .. A Thorton 

to 3040 ISAYBWDGE LAD"r 21 P Hotto 4-10-10 . Mr R Wldger (7) 

11 HY5TSIE 6 B*lw 4-10-10.NIMtatan 

12 FP1- OH DONNA 255P (61 N Hamrai 5-10-10 .. MAFttmeraU 

13 0 PINK SUGAR 21 N Hnrte 6-10-10 .JAMcCvfty 

14 3.1F SUPER SAFFRON 341 B Smsl MO-10 .C Uewdyn 

15 458 TARA GALE 18 IS) J N«fflo 5-10-10 .RDunwood* 

16 VALUS VALE J long 7-10-10 .... Mi E Byrne (71 

7-2 on Dorera. 4-1 tefcy. 7-1 Kertiord Tira. 8-1 Fringe Bereft. Mydere. 12-1 Tara 
Oak M i Bati lira. Folesctne Uariindgr La0r 16-1 otlieR 


2.50 EDIMBOURG HANDICAP CHASE 

(£4.B93. 2m 71110yd) (9) 

3F-F FULL Of OATS 18 (G.S1 Mm H Ingrt 11-11-11 J Cursory 

2 1-25 ORSWELLLAD 11 (S) F ttflaa 8-118 ... ROurwoody 

3 UP/P FALMOUTH BAY 27 IGSl 0 Swwooa 8-11-1 J A McCarthy 

4 -534 FOOLS ERRAND 20 (CJ.GS) 6 Bttmg 7-118 .. BCSflwd 

5 1/41) BRAVE HSHLAIOER 12 lG5) J Giftrt 9-11-1 PrtM 

E 16-1 UALWOOPCASFlf 12 (COF.GilR After MO-12 AThnfflon 
7 23-1 THEHMAL WARFOCW II (6Sl J DW 9-10-5 . C LtoMdyn 
i 14-1 BOOTS MADDEN 81 (DAS| Ife V W.Aaic 7-10-0 

NVHBanBon 

9 243- MOZL fDT 27BP(W)R to 1M08-JFraa 

9-4 Bntr Madden. 7 ? ihomra W*iw. 4-i Maiaood Catoe 118 Cr*eA lad. 
13-2 Full 010*. 7-1 Food Eirard 12-1 Brave HigUnte. 16-1 disc 


3.20 HENRIETTA KNIGHT BIRTHDAY NOVICES 
HANDICAP HURDLE (£2.839.2m 21) (6) 

1 3111 TIC BREWER 43 (Cl.GJ>! J TuJ 5-128 . R Brtsmy 

2 853 SLATE Of S0K611 D tonne 5-70-13 _ C Ltrwtoyn 

3 -643 HEART 23 MIH H Mug« 400-13 M A tegertn 

4 5-22 WALTER’S DESTKY12 C Mnoidl 5-1M S Meted 

5 -354 ClUSi OF TIC SUR 12 N IHchdi B-108 Soprte ftSdid (5) 

6 -540 EfTOT012 B bate 5-1M. V assay 

li871*9rewei 3-1 WaDa'sDadmj 7-2Heal.4-1 Biin«Sing 10-1 (teen 
KTkSdr. 16-1 Dtob 


3.50 HARRIER HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,982:2m 21) (5) 

1 0400 GREENBACK 11 (CJ,G,S| P Hettes 6-128 . _ C Umlyn 

2 3(3- AUTRAKEXPRESS249 (F.G.S) UreJPtonaa 10-11-9 

RFraranl 

3 2-3P l£ISBERWft22(F.GJi)NChwe6-11-4 . HAHEgnM 

4 1-25 BOLD STATEMENT 22 (SFJ.G.S) T Ffirto 5-11-4 

NWMamssn 

5 VP- RICH IK 221 IHF,G£jR Bate 7-108 V Slattery 

7-4 Bold ranBiwni. 118 GftrtsGL 3-1 left Br Frank. 4-1 Ararat Emm 25-1 
RlA Lde 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TKADCRS: Mis K Midi 34 cmnere (ms 114 iumbs. 29fit 0 
Shawnel 5 Horn 19.263^ M Pne. 76 nran 294. 25ift. J GAsd 
6 bon 31.19.4%. N HndBsoi. ? Iran 2b. 1S2t. PHtote. 26 bon 
137.19 0&. 

JOCKEYS; R Ctonwcdy. K mmen bom 140 isfc, 25.0%. J Fdlei. 9 
Iran 40.22.5V P tftdey. 12 bora 67.17.9%, C Maude. 14 bran 83. 
16.9V J Fin* 20 bora 145. UBV M Fftgnid. IS bom 111. 
13iV 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Them an rt? horses Mnkemd tar 
the first time today. 


CATTERiCK 


THUNDERER 

1.00 Prime Example. 1.30 Once More For Luck. 2.00 
Kanenastino. 2.30 Toby. 3.00 Shining Edge. 3.30 
Lord Of The Rings. 

Timekeeper's top rating: 

2.30 DISTANT STORM. 


GOING- GOOD (GOOD TO SOFT IN PLACES) SIS 


1.00 HEUSTER NOVICES CHASE 

(£3.084- 3m 11110yd) (8 runners) 

1 4-re DESPBWTE DAYS BISlFMrtvB-iO-IS .. T Reed 97 

2 ZiTi FEELS LIKE SOU) 11 (5) G RWutb 9-10-12 B Hawnfl Ol Hy] 

3 -SOU GALE FORCE 16 F Btumort fc-10-12 . . R Supple 

4364F MENALH 2 PCneeHough 7-10-17 ASSreDi 

5 64-2 PRWEXAWU 31 MTodtiroier 6-10-12 P Cartsery 105 

6-656FRUMERTY36 JCwlra5-8-11 Glee 

7 J650 Sll FOSS014 Mra 5 Snef. 5-10-11 R Wilknjon (5) 80 

6 51-3 CLAIRABELL 23 IG1J On Hon 6-UJ-7 B Storey 1M 

6-4 llwre Fompla 5-2 Fwlslft* Sold Clnr*rt 12-1 Menaidi. 70-1 '-Jier. 


1 .30 RAFFYARD HOUSE SELLING HURDLE 

(£1.954- 2m 31) (10) 

1 ARCHE-TPBeaimW4T(l-i:' B6nnun|5) 

2 06- BLUE LUGANA235F NByuob 5-10-1? fl Simple 87 

3 350 HGHRH8 fET 7 f 6ra* 4-10-17 C McCrmnark |5) 80 

4 0 KAKASHDA S3 J Howad Jowbw £.10-12 . A 5 Smm 90 

5 0 LAW DESIGNER 14 S (Kb 5-10-17 * JDhmon 

6 (VPO IEM00 WHO 14 F iJrtw 5-10-12 J Supple 

7 2-21 OHCE UOflE FOR LUCK 7 (S) M Arveley 6-10-1’ . PPbwn Qjfl 

6 0-P0 THE OPERATOR 7 6 (6dui±. 6-10-17 ... BHvftqiJl 56 
9 PUMflWS GIRL 9 JHame 4-10-7 .. ... DPwte 

10 FO MAIM SONG 7 W awn 4-187.. . U Uolonev 

7-5 (met Mar Ftr lick 8-1 HicAbeld Pei Uorhdi The Owau. 9-1 otfra-. 


2.00 RACING CHANNB. HANDICAP CHASE 

(£2.570: 2m 30 (5) 

1 ?18 JUDICIAL FELD 8 lB.CDJJ3.S1 N rr*in A- U8 R liartly fT?T| 

2 Of HI MR RIDGE 18 ICD.FJ3.S) M Sowtet 10-11-1 

M H rjJugUon i5j 119 

33831 CUMBERLAND BLUES B (F.G) A J LoOreirada-ll-l Hoi 

Mes A Derad 89 

44460 REVEttVALSE 9 [C.f.&SIfiJcniton 10-108 K Johnson 117 
5 24-3 KAREJ4AS11N0 23 (C.S) $ 3m* 6-10-3 H WBcreai (5) 100 

2-1 Cundmitond BJira. 118 U end mo Juchtd FahJ Mi FuJje. fl-i erhns 


2.30 CATTERICK RACE CLUB 1998 
AMATEUR RIDERS HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,066. 2m 31) (6) 

111P3T0flV7(F.G)6HiCft»«4-Ti-1Q . . .-UBraoeuncm 90 
2 -211 CRAIGARY 14 (CD.6I Mn A Samtui# 6-11-9 C Wton r7| 99 

3111? DEIANT SIORU 120.51 B Uewellyn 4-11 6 J Inehn |5| funl 

4 623- flJTRAK 510 IGSl 8 Fawwl 7-11-3 . . R ttsfe |5I 

5 038 EMERALD VENIURf 18(F) F Caot. IO-iO-i] . HhrtrTl 91 

6 118 LADY CLAHIHA 1C (GIS Ebnfcton 7-10-0 PCw4cto[71 65 

138 Cragwy. 9-4 Toby. <00-30 OeunJ Slum. 16-1 boran. 14-1 oiticr. 


3.00 GARTH NOVICES CHASE (£2.88^ 2m) (4) 

1 821 SFHHG EDGE 25 (CDJjG) I Easrdiy 5-11-6 . L W)e> fnTl 

2 1/50CADEAUXPRElffiBE 20 (Df) D Smnti6-10-12 Piter 90 

3 «4> FCMES34 JHoitao Johnamb-lO 12 - h Johnson 

4 1/33MMSTERGLOflV18(D.F)MWEa9i»r610 12PCwtenv 119 

4-7 Swioig fttgt i58 Mnsw Dkn i*’-i Caacas Preroot 13-1 Foties 


3.30 HUTTON WANDESLEY NOVICES HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£2.066:2m) (10) 

1 824 LUM8ACK LADY 16 BMamwafl 7-11-10 . ... GLee ng 

2 260SFMDABAR 16JHoraidJcinrcsn4-11-5 .. .ASSmft «T 

3 03-2 PERPETUAL U6HT 1 IF J J Qiom 4-11-5 . LWyer 95 

4 4-10 HOST WANTED 5 (D.G) W Mthww 4-11-3 C MECfleiMEb (5| BS 

5 060- LNE STREET 8UILS 74f I tejrtr t-il-1 SRyniSi 85 

63F2I MLL0ITCGUJS9 lP.F.61 6 Uwertynl-li-O Guy Lewis p| 89 

7 /58 PISUC WAV 75 N Ctamboton MM ..LUTfere 57 

8 SOD LAY TIE BLAK 23 M Harannd 4-10-5 . RGaiOy 17 

9245 LORO »THERKGS9F Wm9y 510-5 .. . PCwtery 88 

10 P-43 FOOT DUTY 9 F bbilato 1 .’-108 . . ... R Son* 92 

5-2 6ailoptng 6ms 7.j Papeual Lfl«. U-2 lirtao La* 13-' Pwn 'Me. 7-1 
Lord Ol 1w Bmos S-i Mw lAbittd Lay The Blare UM oftec 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRADERS 1 Eadertty 8 wmeis bom 20 rimnar. 40 (ft. Mil M 
Rewtoy. 22 ban 98. 224%. N FinUs. 5 ham 24. 2tt8% ff 
WcXeaiMi 3 Iran 15. 200%. J J Qurai £ bom 34 17 6% 

JOCKEYS: P Mvsi.2Gwr.ren bom 90 raki 28 9%. A 5 3m*. 17 
tram 67 25 4V M Moloney. 5 bom 30 lETVRCuiov 14 Iran (ft) 
15.9%. P Catruly, 5 Iran 34.14.7V. I Rscd. 11 bran &4 131% 


Ladbroke weights 

SHADOW LEADER, the Champion Hurdle 
second favourile, and Aidan O'Brien’s 
Theaireworid head ihe weights announced 
yesterday for next month’s Ladbroke Hurdle 
at Leopard^town. Commanchc Court the 
latest Triumph Hurdle winner, heads the 
sponsor's market at 10-1. while Alabang. the 
Maurice Camacho-trained gelding, is 12-1. 
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FOOTBALL: DERBY FORCED INTO WHOLESALE CHANGES 

Smith summons Elliott 
as injuries take toll 


to win 


HAVING conceded 15 goals in 
their previous four away 
games, it is evident where 
Derby County are going 
wrong, and the difficulties 
facing Jim Smith, the manag¬ 
er. in rectifying the problem 
were compounded when Igor 
Stimac, the talismanic cap¬ 
tain, declared himself unfit for 
the FA Carling Premiership 
game against Newcastle Uni¬ 
ted Tonight Smith, conse¬ 
quently, is without his entire 
first-choice back three. 

Christian Dailly and Jacob 
Laursen are also injured and 
Smith has halted die loan 
transfer of Steve Elliott to 
Carlisle United. Elliott, 19. 
with two Coca-Cola Cup 
games to his name, was 
expecting to make his debut 
for Grimsby Town in the 
Nationwide League second di¬ 
vision on Saturday. He may 
find Sr James’ Park this eve¬ 
ning a little livelier. 

The alternative for Smith is 
to switch to a flat back four 
and reinforce his midfield. 
Derby lost out significantly in 


By Richard Hobson 


this area in a Coca-Cola Cup 
tie against Newcastle last 
month. United winning 1-0 
through a goal by Tomasson, 
and the absence of Stimac 
allows Maurido Solis, die 
Costa Rican, to feature as a 
third player from outside die 
European Communhy. 

Attention at the training 
ground yesterday centred on 



Sturridge: content 


Dean Stur-ridge. who is con¬ 
sidering an invitation to play 
for Jamaica early next year 
and make himself available 
for the World Cup. “It is a very 
difficult decision. My mum 
and dad were both bom in 
Jamaica and I am very proud 
of that," Sturridge said in his 
thick Birmingham accent He 
admitted, rather sheepishly, 
that he has never actually 
been to Jamaica. 

Sturridge was less cagey 
when asked about his commit¬ 
ment lo Derby after specula¬ 
tion about a move to Everton. 
He asked for a transfer last 
summer, but no club met 
Derby's valuation of £7 mil¬ 
lion and he eventually signed 
a new contract. 

‘There were some things I 
was not sure about towards 
the end of last season but they 
have been sorted out," Stur¬ 
ridge, who had questioned the 
club’s ambition, said. “I think 
we are dose to being a very, 
very good team and I want to 


Hudson critical after accident 


ALAN HUDSON, one of the 
finest if ultimately unfulfilled 
talents of English football in 
the past 25 years, was fighting 
for his life last night. He was 
in a stable but critical condi¬ 
tion in a London hospital 
after having a blood dot 
removed from his brain, and 
with a shattered pelvis, after 
he had been knocked down by 
a car in east London. 

Hudson, 46. had apparently 
stepped off the pavement at 
1030pm on Monday after 
leaving the Sports Writers’ 
Assoriatjon awards, and the 
former Chelsea, Stoke City 
and Arsenal player then un¬ 
derwent 14 hours of brain 
surgery. 

“At one point it didn't look 
Like he was going to pull 
through," Alan Jr, his son, 
said on BBC Radios Live. “1 
had a phone-call at lam and 
have been at the hospital 
since. Me and the family sat 
in the chapel praying to God 


By Rob Hughes 

for the first time in my life. 
He’s not fully recovered, but 
they have stabilised the bleed¬ 
ing, so it looks as if He has 
pulled something out” 

Glenn Hoddle. the England 
coach, paid tribute to Hudson 
last night, and added: The 
thoughts and prayers of ev¬ 
eryone in football are with 
Alan Hudson and his family." 
Hoddle also described Hud¬ 
son as one of the outstanding 
players of his era. a thought 
that had previously been sug¬ 
gested by Sir Alf Ramsey, the 
former England manager, 
who, when Hudson was an 
apprentice footballer, said: 
There is no limit to what this 
boy can achieve.” 

He had. by then, defied 
medical fears that because of 
painful shins, be would never 
(day die professional game. 
He did, for Chelsea, then for 
Stoke where, under the man¬ 


agement of Tony Wadding- 
ton, Hudson progressed to 
make one of the finest Eng¬ 
land debuts, against West 
Germany in J975. 

He made a contribution to 
73 moves, he touched the ball 
91 times, he succeeded in 733 
per cent of what he attempted 
—and he did that by playing a 
more inventive game than 
most Englishmen had the 
imagination or the sense of 
freedom to exploit Hudson, 
however, was given only one 
more cap by Don Revie, who 
mistrusted his indisripfined 
lifestyle, and possibly mis¬ 
trusted his flair. 

Hudson, whose sweet touch 
on the ball nevertheless wan 
him armies of admirers, is 
now in the fight of his life. 
There are many hoping that 
he wifi defy the fears of 
doctors in a second, much 
greater fight, and return to his 
more recent job as an analyst 
of the game. 


be part of II I am not 
interested in Everton or any¬ 
body else because I am happy 

at Derby” 

The pace of Sturridge and 
Paulo Wanchope through 
what used to be described as 
the inside-forward channels 
will pose the biggest threat to 
Newcastle this evening. Al¬ 
though Smith wants to rest 
Wanchope in the near future, 
the prospect of rdeasing him 
against Darren Peacock, Phi¬ 
lippe Albert and Stuart Pearce 
is likely to prove irresistible. ’ 

Newcastle have taken just a 
single point from the past 
three matches and that 
against Barnsley, the bottom 
dub. Although Ian Rush con¬ 
firmed his return to fitness 
with a goal for the reserves on 
Monday, Kenny Dalglish, the 
manager, is expected to name. 
an unchanged side for the 
third successive game. 
Newcastle lie in ninth place. 15 
points behind Manchester 
United, but will climb above 
Derby into seventh spot with 
victory tonight They can aff¬ 
ord nothing less. 

Two non-league sides will 
be attempting to follow 
Stevenage Boroughs example 
against Cambridge United on 
Tuesday and win FA Cup 
second-round replays, know¬ 
ing that victory will guarantee 
them huge pay-days against 
FA Carling Premiership oppo¬ 
sition in the third round in 
January. 

Ilkeston Town. oF the Dr 
Martens League Southern di¬ 
vision, are at home to Scun¬ 
thorpe United, with the prize 
of a tie against Crystal Palace 
at Selhurst Park in prospect, 
while Emley take on Lincoln 
City at Huddersfield Town's 
McAlpine Stadium with West 
Ham United awaiting the 
winners. 

Ilkeston will have more 
than 2,000 supporters packed 
into their tiny New Manor 
ground. The capacity has been 
reduced on police advice after 
crowd trouble during the first 
game, but Ilkeston insisted on 
retaining home advantage 
rather than switch the game to 
either Pride Park or Meadow 
Lane. 


Nomadic Brighton 
yearning for home 


Sedloski to cost 
Atkinson £1.75m 


By Nick Szczepanik 


By Our Sports Staff 


WIMBLEDON might find 
playing home matches eight 
or so miles from Plough Lane 
inconvenient but one club 
would love to be in their shoes. 
Supporters of Brighton and 
Hove Albion packed a public 
meeting on Monday, hoping 
for news of an end to their 
dub's exile at Gillingham. 75 
miles from home. 

Groundsharing at the 
Priestfield Stadium, after the 
demise of the Goldstone 
Ground, sold by a previous 
board of directors to pay off 
debts, has been disastrous. 
Sales of a Goldstone Ground 
memorial video are outstrip¬ 
ping those of the Spice Girls in 
Sussex, bui supporters are 
reluctant to travel to the 
Medway for “home" matches. 

The team that avoided de¬ 
motion from the Nationwide 
League third division last 
season on the strength of a run 
of home victories, roared on by 
five-figure crowds, has won 
only once in front of average 
gates of 1,600 in Kent and 
finds itself next-to-bottom of 
the league. 

The support at the Gold- 
stone was a major factor in 
our getting out of trouble last 
year," Steve Grirt. the manag¬ 
er, said. “We need that again. 
Getting bade to Brighton is a 
priority." 

As well as the rent payable 
to Gillingham, the fall in gate 


revenue to a dub that lost 
£900,000 last season has 
forced the release of the five 
highest-paid players, indud- 
ing Mark Morris, the influen¬ 
tial defender. “It's not an 
exaggeration to say that the 
livelihood of this dub depends 
on getting back [home]," Bob 
Pinnock, the club's financial 
director, said. 

Plans for a multi-use com¬ 
munity stadium are under 
discussion, but a more urgent 
requirement is a temporary 
home in the Brighton area. 
The dub has targeted 
Withdean Stadium, but new 
floodlighting and seating will 
be required, and residents of 
the quiet, leafy neighbourhood 
already are concerned. 

The dub has proposed park- 
and-ride schemes and litter 
patrols to forestall objections, 
and has received support from 
the local press and, more 
importantly, the council, 
something denied the dub's 
previous regime. 

Ivor Caplin, the MP for 
Hove, said: “I've been encour¬ 
aged by comments from both 
political parties that they 
believe it is important to bring 
the Albion back to the site that 
is best, and the only one that 
works is Withdean." Even so, 
planning processes being 
what they are, Brighton are 
unlikely to be rehoused before 
the beginning of next season. 


RON ATKINSON has made 
his second signing since tak¬ 
ing over as the manager of 
Sheffield Wednesday last 
month — and once again he 
has looked abroad to strength¬ 
en his squad. 

Having already paid IFK 
Gothenburg £750.000 for their 
Sweden international, Niclas 
Alexandersson, Atkinson has 
agreed a fee of £1.75 million 
with Hajduk Split for Goce 
Sedloski. Wednesday have 
agreed terms with the player 
and his dub after he passed a 
medical, but could have to 
wait up to a month for the 
centre half to make his debut 
while a work permit is 
obtained. 

Sedloski, 23. returned to 
Macedonia yesterday for his 
wedding on Saturday and will 
miss Chelsea's FA Carling 
Premiership visit to Hills¬ 
borough. Graham Madcrdl, 
the Wednesday secretary, 
said: “Our game against 
Newcastle United [on January 
10] may be the first one when 
he is eligible to play for us." 

Sedloski has played regular¬ 
ly for Macedonia and Wednes¬ 
day are confident that there 
will be no problem in obtain¬ 
ing the permit 

Bolton Wanderers may be 
punished by the Premier 
League for replaying contro¬ 
versial incidents during 
matches on their giant video 


screens at the Reebok 
Stadium. 

Clubs are not allowed to 
show contentious action nor 
anything that may undermine 
the authority of the referee, 
but during Bolton's 3-3 draw 
against Derby County cm Sun¬ 
day, one player urged Uriah 
Ramie, the referee, to change 
his mind after seeing a replay 
on tiie screen. 

The League can only act if 
Rennie or the match observer 
includes the incident in their 
report “It has to be brought to 
our attention officially and if it 
is mentioned then we are duty- 
bound to take it further," a 
league spokesman said. That 
may well result in some form 
of disciplinary action.” 

Ray Harford has made his 
first signing as Queens Park 
Rangers manager by agreeing 
to pay £250,000 for George 
Kulscar, the Bradford City 
midfield player. The Australia 
international has signed a 
three-year contract at Loftus 
Road. 

□ Manchester United learnt 
yesterday that the Amsterdam 
Arena has been provisionally 
selected as the venue for the 
European Cup final on May 
20. The Cup Winners' Cup 
final will be held at the 
Rasunda Stadium in Stock¬ 
holm on May 13, whDe Parc 
des Princes in Paris will host 
the Uefa Cup final on May 6. 


F ew golfers have been 
blessed with so 
many attributes as 
Phil Mtekelson, who 
appears to have it alL He has 
a toothy smile as wide asthe 
Rio Grande, a film star’s 
looks and the game to estab¬ 
lish hims elf as a regular 
winner of a major champion¬ 
ship. No one since Severiano 
Ballesteros at his peak has 
played so many outrageously 
imaginative strokes from 
around the green. 

Mickdson has won U tour¬ 
naments and played twice in 
the Presidents Cop and the. 
Ryder Cup. It may hie harsh 
to say ft. then, of a player who 
only turned professional in 
1992, but suddenly he has the 
look of a man who has 
underachieved. Mtekelson 
has not moved on as be 
should have done. 

The rise of a new genera¬ 
tion of champions in 1997 has 
brought tins home. There is 
Tiger Woods, who is oat yet 
22, Justin Leonard, 25. David 
DuvaL 26, and from Europe, 
one of the fastest-rising of all 
Lee Westwood. 24. At 27. 
Mtekelson is in this age 
group, but as another year 
draws toa dose he is notone 
of its leaders. 

Mickdson first came to 
prominence on this side of 
the Atlantic at the 1991 Walk¬ 
er Cup, when he played a 
memorable stroke at Port 
Mamock's short 15th. This 
difficult but beautiful hole by 
the sea has an elevated green 
and, for his second shot, 
MickeLson needed to loft the 
ball 15 feet into the air from a 
bare lie to get it on to the 
green and stop it near the 
hole. Fora degree of difficul¬ 
ty, it was a 9.9 shot 
When Peter AUiss, who 
was commentating on tele¬ 
vision, realised what MickeF 
son was planning, he said 
that he could not believe his 
eyes. “He's an idiot to try it," 
Afllss said. Mickdson, how¬ 
ever, full of the bravado of 
youth, played it perfectly, 
nipping the ball from the thin 
turf arid stopping it two feet 
from tiie hole. 

After demonstrating 
strokes such as this and 
winning a professional tour¬ 
nament while still an ama¬ 
teur, Mickdson turned 
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on a young American 
with major problems. 
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Mtekelson appears to suffer lapses in concentration that have cost him victory 


professional and signed con¬ 
tracts worth £1 million, in¬ 
cluding one for £350,000 
annually from a dub 

mamrfartnn w 

What has become evident, 
however, is that while 
Mickdson can win at will on 
tiie West Coast of the United 
States, he can do no such 
thing anywhere else. Only 
one of hb 11 tour victories 
have come on a course east of 
the Mississippi 


in (he Million Dollar Chall¬ 
enge in South Africa eaxfier 
tins month. Mickdson led by 
two strokes after 54 holes, but 
finished two strokes behind 
the winner. 

Professional golfers are the 
models on winch amateuss. 
and did) players base then- 
game. The top players are not 
supposed to err in areas of 
•the game on which their 
reputations are built. This 
past year, for example, Colin 


‘Suddenly, he has acquired the look 
of a man who has underachieved’ 


. The lanky left-hander 
seems particularly vulnera¬ 
ble to lapses in concentration. 
He is not in contention for 
major championships' often 
enough and. when he is, he 
often makes a mess of it The 
best examples of this foiling 
came in tiie past two US PGA 
Championships. Last year be 
led try four strokes after 36 
holes and finished dghth; 
this year be was only one 
stroke off tiie lead at halfway 
and finished 29th. 

Another limp finish came 


Montgomerie, who is re¬ 
nowned for being one of the 
straightest drivers in the 
world, has bees anything, 
but By the same token, it is 
said that Mickdson is a 
deadly putter. But he missed' 
a couple during the Ryder 
Cup at Vakterrama that he 
should have made, and took 
three putts os (he 72nd hole 
in South Africa, (hereby re¬ 
ducing his winnings by 
£500,000. 

His rounds also have a 
disturbing tendency to get 


worse during tournaments. 
His average position after 18 
holes in events in the US tins 
year was thirteenth; after 72 
hates it was sixtieth. Does be 
give up? 

One school of thougrt sug¬ 
gests that Mickdson shares 
c ha racteristics with Greg 
Norman, one being that both 
have, or have had, loose 
swings. Norman has ad¬ 
dressed this and, at 42, is 
swinging better than ever. 
Mickdson has yet to make 
any such change. 

An imp of mischief won¬ 
ders whether they believe in 
^tijemsdYes in the, way that 
Bqi Hogan, Gary Flayer and 
Jack Niddaus did? There is a 
degree of “they only love me 
for my looks", about the pair 
of than. 

Mtekelson walks along a 
fairway with his head up. a 
smile on his face, aware of 
tiw crowd. Contrast this with 
Justfri Leonard, far instance, 
whose eyes are focused 
sharply on the ball and (he 
fairway or green ahead of 
Mm. One cannot resist coo- 
duding that while Mickdson 
may be afl business, Leon¬ 
ard, the Open champion, is 
all business. 


SCHOOLS SPORT 


Parents cry foul over cancelled tour 


CRANLEIGH SCHOOL have cancelled 
their rugby tour of South Africa tins 
summer because of the publicity sur¬ 
rounding the violence in the game against 
Eastbourne College on December 6. 

Parents, who had already raised more 
than E2£00 for the three-week tour, tiie 
climax of the bays' sports career at 
Cranleigh, are "very upset" by the action 
taken by Neil Bennett, the first-team ■ 
coach, and supported in a letter sent by 
Guy Waller, the headmaster. 

The decision follows widespread con¬ 
cern at the increase of foul play and bad 
language in sports events at independent 
schools. Last week, the sports sub¬ 
committee of the Headmasters’ and 
Headmistresses' Conference (HMC) cir¬ 
culated guidelines to schools urging than 
to act against bad behaviour. 

After the match, there were apologies to 


By John Goodbooy 

the Eastbourne coaching staff from 
Cranleigh parents, (he headmaster and 
also Bennett, who at one point went on to 
to tiie pitch to calm dawn one of his 
players. Eastbourne won 18-12 and are 
unbeaten in 24 consecutive matches since 
losing to Cranleigh in December 1995. 

However, John Hume, an Old 
Cranleighan and father of one of the 
flankers on December 6, has written to 
77ie Times saying: The first incident was 
an Eastbourne player's offensive racist 
remarks to tiie Nigerian-born Cranleigh 
winger. Unfortunately that brought about 
an immediate reaction which caught the 
referee’s eye. There were other such 
incidents, .both verbal and physical to 
which Cranleigh regrettably reacted. 
Eastbourne would have done better to 


direct their energies to crossing the line 
rather than abusing their opponents as no 
game is truly won on penalties." 

Hume, who emphasised that he did not 
condone the violence, added yesterday: “I 
agree that if you are abused you should 
turn the other cheek, but regrettably life is 
not like that My scan told me that he was 
punched in the face during the game. 

“I feel the tour should be allowed to go 
ahead. The punishment does not fit the 
crime. That match has been blown oat of 
all proportion. Many boys have played 
together for five years at Cranleigh and 
there have been no other complaints." 

He pointed out that the previous 
Tuesday there had been a “very hard 
game" against Maritzburg College of 
Natal and (here were no complaints. No 
(me was available from Cranleigh yester¬ 
day to comment 
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BOXING: NO EXPENSE SPARED IN BID TO PROMOTE BRITISH WORLD CHAMPION ON US DEBUT 

Hamed receives star treatment 


From Sri kumar Sen 
BOXING CORRESPONDENT 

IN NEW YORK 

NASEEM MAMED'S campaign to 
build a reputation in the United 
States is rolling along nicely. Two 
of the biggest names in boxing and 
entertainment. Muhammad Ali 
and Michael Jackson, will be at 
ringside here on Friday to see the 
man from Sheffield defend his 
World Boxing Organisation feath¬ 
erweight title against Kevin Kelley 

Ali is Mamed'S idol and Jackson 
a personal friend. The two celebri¬ 
ties should provide the imprimatur 
that Hamed needs to convince New 
Yorkers that he is one of the world’s 
leading boxers. Hamed said yester¬ 
day: “I d be so pleased if Ali comes. 
If there's anybody I'd love to be 
there, it would be‘him. i just cant 
believe what the press are saying 
about Ali. saying that Naz says he’s 
better than Ali. 

"The guy's my idol. I look up to 
him as an inspiration. If they ask 
me who is the best of both of us. I Ve 
got to say my opinion. I’ve got to 
say I can box five different ways. 
I’m not saying blatantly I’m better 
than him. He’s my idol. He's what I 
look up at and see and learn off. 
The guy’s a living legend." 

This week, HBO, the leading 
sports and entertainment cable 
television company in the US, 
which has signed a multimiliinn- 
dollar deal with Hamed, will 
intensify its advertising campaign 
for Hamed's bout at Madison 
Square Garden. 

HBO spent $600,000 last week 
advertising nationally and this 
week the expenditure will reach $1 
million. The company is hoping 
chat if Hamed. who is shown on 
hoardings with gloves on fire, does 
not quite ignite interest, he will 
"spark" New York boxing fens. 

Two 50-foot billboards featuring 
Hamed dominate Times Square. 
“Prince N a seem Hamed is over 
here to do business. Business with 
HBO." the one looking down on 
Christmas shoppers streaming up 
Seventh Avenue from Macys 
reads. The other hoarding shows 
Hamed with Roy Jones, Oscar de la 
Hoya — two of the best boxers in 
the world — and Junior Jones, who 
will be Mamed's new opponent in 
March. All are signed to HBO. 

Hamed and his burning gloves 
can also be seen on the side of 
telephone kiosks and buses. In Los 
Angeles, his face covers the tall wall 
on Sunset Boulevard. Seth Abra¬ 
ham. the president of HBO, said: 
“We are very excited to have Naz. 
We are rolling out a campaign in 
which you would think Naseem 
Hamed is running for Presidem. 
As this is his first appearance in the 
United Slates, we are ; making a - 
very big deal." 

Having provided the ideal condi¬ 
tions and the perfect opponent in 
Kelley, a New Yorker who has a big 
reputation but. being past his best. 


mm 


TEDDY BLACKBURN 



Hamed shows the style during training that he hopes will win over the American public when he defends his title on Friday 


is eminently beatable. Abraham 
took a line from George Cohan, the 
famous vaudeviHian' of Yankee 
Doodle-Dandy feme, and said: "If 
you can’t make it in New York then 
you are not going to make it 
anywhere else in America.’* 
Abraham added: “It's going to 
take some time to establish 


Hamed. He is not a household 
name in the United States and one 
prize-fight will not establish his 
credentials. -If-he wins, it’s an 
ongoing effort. All we can do is 
advertise and promote: the man 
has to fighL 

"This week well find out from 
ticket sales and from the American 


boxing community if they spark to 
foe man. We have picked him 
because he’s special. He is a 
combination of a prize-fighter and 
Mick Jagger — a rock star with 
boxing gloves. We have never seen 
anyone like him here before. [Hec¬ 
tor] Camacho was an entertainer, 
but he didn’t really have foe ability 


Hamed has: Jorge Paez had flair, 
but he was never foe full package of 
showmanship and ability. 

"It will be foe full extravaganza 
at Madison Square Garden. This 
sort of thing has never been done at 
the Garden before. WeYe going to 
see if foe American fight audience 
will accept it. We believe they will." 


Ivanisevic finds 
career at risk 
over service fault 

Tom Walker in Zagreb on the tennis player 
under threat from presidential crossfire 


T he sporting obsession of 
Croatia's ageing and au¬ 
tocratic ruler has 
touched new levels of 
Irrationality. Franjo Tudjman 
suggesting that his rift with 
Goran Ivanisevic can onlv be 
healed With a head-to-head on 
his private tennis court 
The president's bravado has 
swollen after his alleged victory 
over Iva Majoti. the Vinner of 
the French Open in June, who 
was also summoned to play 
Tudjman lest she fall foul of foe 
Zagreb regime. Unfortunately, 
Ivanisevic hardly known for a 
cairn temper himself, (old 
Tudjman just what he thought of 
following suit “I don’t allow 
anybody to beat me not God or 
Jesus, let alone the president. 
There will be no game" he said. 

While seemingly the harmless 
whims of a dying man — Tudj¬ 
man, 75, is fighting stomach 
cancer — foe president's med¬ 
dling is increasingly resented 
among a population of four mil¬ 
lion. tired of his insistence that 

all sporting prow- __ 

ess be harnessed to 
the flame of nation¬ 
alism. Nowhere is 
the antipathy more 
bitter than on foe 
football terraces of 
Croatia Zagreb, 
formerly Dynamo 

Zagreb but re- _ 

named by Tudj¬ 
man. the dub president The 
anthems against him have an¬ 
gered him so much that he has 
banned the former blue and 
white scarves and flags of Dyna¬ 
mo from the ground. 

Ivanisevic's fall from grace 
began when he fiercely resisted 
Tudjman’s plans to take over his 
pet business project the Croatian 
indoor tournament and has now 
risen to foe point where his 
career is threatened. Tudjman 
has played his trump card, 
letting Ivanisevic know that he is 
not exempt from military service. 
For his part Ivanisevic has 
moved foe tournament to his 
native SpliL where political resis¬ 
tance to Tudjman is greatest and 
withdrawn his services from the 
Croatia Davis Cup team. 

At this juncture. Ivanisevic 
said that he was approached by 
an aide of Tudjman. who told 
him that all might be forgiven if 
he agreed to play the president 
Festering beneath foe dispute 
is the issue of Ivanisevic’s avoid- 


This country 
can be very 
evil if it 
wants to be’ 


ance of military service. 
Ivanisevic. 26. has always insist¬ 
ed that he is prepared to serve in 
the army, but has appealed for 
his call-up to be delayed until the 
legal age limit — 30 — so that he 
can maximise his earnings po¬ 
tential. Recently, he opened his 
heart to the news weekly. 
Globus, revealing foe inner tur¬ 
moil of a national idol who jetted 
the globe while watching his 
nation forged through war 
"I know that many died and I 
know that I could have gone to 
war." he said. “Frankly speaking. 

I would have got a bullet In my 
head within two minutes, and 
what's foe purpose in that? I 
think I have promoted the State, 
done more than 1 could have if 1 
had gone to war." 

The emerging Majnli is from 
Zagreb and has had less chance 
to revolt against the prcsidcnL It 
is scarcely conceivable that she 
really lost to him. hut the details 
of the game, played on a hidden 
court in a military complex 
adjoining one of Tudjman’s viJ- 

_ las. will never be 

known. 

Tennis has be¬ 
come the symbol of 
Tudj man's contin¬ 
ued vitality and it 
is not unusual for 
his entire Cabinet 
to be dragooned 
into watching him 
play. His irrational 
desire to control sport and fash¬ 
ion it in his Image is a symptom 
of his governmental style, but 
time is" on the side of his 
opponents. Ivanisevic will proba¬ 
bly not have long to wait for 
change at the lop. since few 
believe Tudjman will survive his 
new five-year term in office. 

Last week, the football fans 
who followed Zagreb to Spain 
for a match against Atletico 
Madrid expressed their feelings 
with a banner seen by millions of 
television viewers. “If there was 
freedom and democracy, then 
there would be Dynamo and not 
Croatia." it said. 

In a similar vein. Ivanisevic 
believes that his huge following 
can beat presidential diktaL 
“This country can be very evil if it 
wants," he said. “They can cheat 
me if they want, but they should 
know that I am a more important 
media star than all of them put 
together. I'll hit them like nobody 
has before, and then we'll see 
who the loser is.” 
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VaDey 1C6-59. burn George FbH K 
Brrfondqe 8l-«: Croydon bf Cypher.: 
79-62." 'wnpte bt Donyngs B5-8a Zone 
eleven: Wey Vattey W Eoham 6&58: 
Whrrekrtgnts M Loddof: Vale 92-72: 
Camberiey W Ru6hmoorB6-7B. Lonaiwad- 
ow m Rwermead 100-61. Zone tontw: 
More Park U Fotaelone >0«>«X Cysie* bl 
Frree Arthur 82-78; Dertford Stone Lodge 
tt Desngaie Rdge 8B-79. Rwal TwUmdge 
Well*, bl North Kent 108-60 Zone ttnrteen: 
Wonfwig w Grettons 8M8: Egenon Park to 
Horeham 00-71. WonKno Pavilion « 
Isngiey Spcrts 108-48: E3Stooume to 
Weatoen 77-89 Zone tomteen: Banister 
Park to Arun 93-77: Soteffl M Fh® Rivers 
90-87. Darctesier « Wetevarthy 89-45: 
Moonfleer tt Bournemouth 90-71. Zone 
Steen: Bnstci to Yale 87-81: Northaw tt 
North Wits 103-65: Donyatr W Taufflor 
Deane 7B-67. Bndgwatw W Voona (Sueel) 
94-73 Zone sateen: Torbay W Torquay 
94-71: laca W Exmouth Madara 116-64; 
Newquay to Plymouth Mayflower 82-55. 
pyrouth C5 b l Wed Comwart 91-71 

_ CRICKET _ 

Women's World Cop 
England v Ireland 

PUNE (Engtard war loss) Engtaxt tear 
Ireland by 208 ruii 

ENGLAND 

C Bctoiards not olb - - 

j Brttn c Dawson b O Ne».- 37 

3 Daruets c Pratt D Greeley. * 

S Metcawa K Damson b Biggs .-29 

tj Cassar not out.-. - -so 

Eriras {b6. ID 12. w 10 r* 3)... - - ....;_31 

Totzd (3 wkts, SO overs)-324 

S Bottom. C Taylor. *K SmOTe*. L 
MscLeod. K Long ana M Reyrard <w not 
ba* 

FALL OF WICKETS 1-72. 2-65.3-193 
QOWLING McDonald 10 1-41-0; Pran 4-0- 
S£S!&^n« WMWbp-NeU 10-1-34- . 
Greeley 80-511. 8^ 7-043-1: 

SWSngton 60-52-0. 

IRELAND 

N Squue b fietttotl.- 0 

L 8>qgs b Reynard. - - .« 

•MGreaJeybRettem . .0 


C O’Leary si Cassar b SiwJtes ... .14 

C O'Neil run oul . _ -- _ ..8 

G Leahy bv b MacLeod.0 

tS Dameon c Bieei b Reynard.. ... . 12 
C ShBSnglon si Cassar b Reynard .. 1 
A Spence b Reynard .. . 4 

D Pran c Met cate t, Lang .... 0 
B McDonald not cut .... 0 

Extras fb 4. w 23. nb 1).... 29 

Total (4i.i overs)__116 

FALL OF WICKETS. 1-2. 2 2. 3-30 *47. 
5-50,6-94. 7-104. 6113.9-115. 

BOWLING Rettem 62-6-2: Taylor 7-1- 
184); Smithies 10-0-30-1; MacLeod 5-0 
16-0: Lang 9-037-1; Reynard * 1-1-64 
Umcees- T Handu and A Cteipande 
OTTB1 MATCH; New Deflk Airstraia 
412-3 (B dark 229 nrt oul. K Roflon 64. L 
Kevjhiley 80); DenmerV 49 Ausiraia win by 
363 ons 

TOUR MATCH (final day tt lourt: 
Deaonport Tasmania 5355 oec and 147-7 
dec South Africans 402-8 dec and 94-2 
(J H KaWsSl not out). Malch drawn 

FOOTBALL 

AVON WSURANCE COMBWATION: Firei 
dhrision: Arsenal 5 Ipswich 1; Crystal 
Pai«* 1 Luton 1 MjUwaK 0 Chartnn 4; 
Queens PatV Rangers « Pcrtsmouh 1 
GERMAN CUP: Orator-teat Entractt 
Tner 1 WNdhtt MarnhermO 
CONFSlERATlONS- CUP: Saudi Aratte 1 
Australia 0 On Riyatti) 

Monday's late results 

FA CARING PREMtERSHtf*: Manchesta 

Lfrwed I Aston Vte 0. 

FA CUP: Second-rowid replay: Stevenage 
Borough 2 Cambridge Unfed 1 (Stevenage 
away to Swndon Town) 

UNIBOND LEAGUE Premier Ortslon. 

Pramrar dMsion: 

Paflcct 2 Hancav Z 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: Fkst 

drvtaon: Chetca 2 Wmbtectan £ 

POsmnrS LEAGUE: FW ttvraon: 
Huddersf"5*d 0 Middlestoough 1: Sunder- 
land 2 Manchester City 1. Second dMrton: 
Lrncoto 2 Bradford 3: Sheffield Lffd I 
Rotherham Z Third ttvtetorc NewcssHe 3 
HuUO 

PORTUGUESE LEAGUE: Setctoal 2 Sport 
log Lisbon O 


TODATS FIXTURES 


football 

K/tf-otf 7.30 unless etafed 

■ denotes aV-ackel 

European under-21 championship 
OuaMying play-off 
Second teg 

England (DJ v Greece (Z) 

(TNOiUchCavPC.745). 

FA Carting Premiership 

NewcastlevDaby(7 &) . 

FA Cup 

Second-round replays 
Erttey v UrcoVt 

(at Huddersfield Town FC. 7.45)... - 

■ weeton v Scunthorpe f7 45) . — 

Spalding Cup 
Quarter-final 

Gateshead v Mnecamb© (7-45) ... . 

no uartENS LEAGUE: Oaf- Seeond 

"^aaS^v&tslonTrt. ■ . 

ssfea d ^sas s ss'™«,™nd: 

SSSKr*"*"' 

S&sssssa: 


OWham v GnreW !at Stalytoidee Cede 
FC. 7 OJ. West Bromwich v Port Vate (a) 
Halesowen Town FC. 7.iT J 
vtaaon: Bwnley v BiattuOtt I 
Shrewsbunr (ai Gretna FC. L— 

Bamstev (ML Third ttrtslon: Chaser v 
Scatwrough (7.0). Wigan v Waltal (70|. 
Chesiertea v Ooncasrer (7.0) 

SCREWHX DIRECT LEAGUE: Premtor 
dMMan: Chppenham v BattmeD; lauwi 
v Caine La PhllSpa Cup: First round. 
Brtdgrvaisr - v Pmore. Cradtom « 
Glastonbury 

MINERVA SPARTAN SOUTH MSJLANK 
LEAGUE: O'Brien Butehare promter dF 
v*ton Cup: First round. Sret tag: Brache 
Sofirta v PoCere Bat' Lerchworth v Harm- 
guy; Witon Keynes v Hiingdon Bctfough. 
Gsw»i v Bedford 

ENDSLBGH WSURANCE MIDLAND 
COMBINATION: Prarotei dhlsion; Wor 
castero w Kings Heaffl 
HtOHLAKD LEAGUE: Fraseibuign v Elgn 
(80): Loaaiemevth v Brora: Peiohead v 


BAN ICS BREWERY LEAGUE: Cup: Sec¬ 
ond rouid. second lecp Slafiord Tn v 
Slourporl S 

UNLET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE-' F«t 
drvtsaon: UBc Oak v S^wy. John O'Hara 
Cup: TWd round: Lancing v Eaa Ffresion 
TW TIMES Fa YOUTH CUP. Second 
round reptay: Benflurd » Swawea. 
Arsenal w faeffir. Wnt bte don v Chetaea- 
WjHTHHtN COUNTtES EAST LEAGUE; 
Cup: Third round: Denaby « Hal Road. 
WotGttough Bridge w Cuczon AsHon. 

OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL: Man's Nailonai Cup: Sernl- 
flnaL second lag; Bifmntttam Bullets |55) 
« Thames Vatey Tgans AS I f?.0J 


THE TIMES FA YOUTH CUP: Second 
round: fcwwch 4 Greet Watering 0: Wokng 
1 GiUngtemS 

ARGENTINIAN LEAGUE: Racing 2 «at- 
ense 1. Form Caml Ocstc- 1 Estuaiaraej. 2 

HANDBALL 

BERLIN- Women’s world chemptenahip: 
FInafc Oemtarfc 33 Norway 20 

ICE HOCKEY 


NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHL) Florida 2 
Boeiort 6- Montreal 1 Phladelptoa 3. Dallas 
3 Buffalo 4 Sj Louis 1 Ottawa 3, Cttorado 3 
Toronto 2: Vancouver 7 Los Angeles 0 

NORDIC SKIING 

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS. Colorado: World 
Cup event: M Stecher lAu&tra) 37mm 
52.5eec: 2. BE Vik (Nor) ai 39.7s®c. 3. T 
Lodwck (US) 46 8: 4. S Lafiian Fm ai 
imn 11 4eec. 5. L Rygi (Ci) 1:11.4 

REAL TENNIS 

MORETON MORFtfLL: Naaonal 15-19 
handicap champitoishlp: Fust round: A 
Hamiioo bt C Rotheroe 65. 65. R 
McNotehton bl S Jones 65. 63 Sen*, 
(mate: P LumJey to A Kn-bte 2-E. 61. 6* 
Hamecn W McNaughton 65. 62 Finah 
Lurtey tt Hanillor 5-6.65.61 


RUGBY UNION 


THE TIMES STUDENTS EUROPEAN 
CHAMPION5WP. Pool one: Durham 
Urweralty 36 Trm4y Cofleoe. (Xtotot 10: 
Swansea Uraversrly 35 ftaina 12 (both ai 
Krqsioo P«k. Newcaalei Pool 
Totiou* Uraversay 70 NcmruirfcrB Unw- 

5 «y 14: Loughboroutti Unwtey 2S Unw- 

sity College. Dublin 24 (both a Toutoute 
RFC) Pool lour Unwersay College. Cork 
40 C«edn Mettceb >8 (at Mardykei 


SHOOTING 


BtSLEY. Briuh Prsttt Club Christmas 
i r ie w ng: Rapid Are: 1. D Warner 2B0tts. 2, 
D J0hrt£Wne275; 3,ASzule274 Standard 
ttsni: t. R Fventi 27B; 2. D Jotesiane 276: 
5. D Rotoraon 272. Women: 1. B Barber 
2Q3; £. B loing 279, 3. L Ashartt 201 
Sport prsttt; 1. Event 28CJ: 2. Szu(c 200.3. 
Johnstone 280 (after countb^W Free 
pbtol: 1.M Banes 261. 

SKIING 

SESTRIERE. tt^Worid Cup steam: i. 


S143wc 


FC Jame fNtol Imn 
(S6.35aej55 OBsee): 2. T Sykara [Ausmaj 
151 77 (5627SS.S0I; 3. H-P Butaas (Nor) 
15185 (5? D5, I S4 0O): 4, a Temba ftt) 
1 S? 05 (57 50r54 5B; S M Hanason fSm) 
1-5£24 (56 76ft5.4fli. 

SPEED SKATING ~ 

HAMAR. Norway: World Cup evert Mam 
5 ,000m: 1, h Siorefc) (Non 8mm 34-lOsec, 
2. K 3wahala [Japan] €35 21; 3, G 
Romme (It) a36.16; 4.'R HereUfe (Nor) 
6-37.66: a R de Jong (HoH 6J814. 
Women: 1,500m: 1. E Huryady ^urtnel 
Imin 592fc«: 2. C Pechriem (Gen 
1 59.74. 3. C way (US) 20)80: 4, T de 
Jong (HoH) 2.01 43. 5. A Fn«inger |Geri 
2:0154 

SQUASH 

national SUPER LEAGUE CUP Rat 
round: DuWeW 3 Rcteantfc Mancnaaer 1. 
Amuureosi Pnory i ICl Lionheam 2 
Bishop's Sortlord 0 Surbiton 3: Duntaoai 
Massteo 3 Cat am msuiine o, Halamshie i 
Ksfrfex 2 

WINDSURFING ~ 

PERTH World champfanariBs: Mtebri 
rises: Men. 1. A Mdmotfi /N2) 5 Bps: 2. A 
l now (tt) 72:3. J Rodrfguot (Por) 76 (third 
eountb**). 4. J-P Tobin (NZj 76. 5. M 
Gahran (Arg» 77 Women: 1. lei-Shan Lee 
(HHSSpis 2 A Serart (fi) 35; 3. B fr'erctefr 
(Na 44.4. N Stuigess (Ala) 75; 5. CZhang 
(Oau) 100 



By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 
I conclude this series on splinters with a cautionary tale. In an 
uninterrupted auction it’s dear enough which bids are splinters, 
but when the opponents intervene there can be confusion. The 
sensible agreement to have is that splinters are “off" after 
intervention, except if made in foe opponents' suit(s). 


Dealer North 


Love all 

♦ A J75 
V K J 6 3 

• KQ72 

* J 


Rubber bridge 




* 10 32 

V AQ 104 

♦ — 

♦ A10B64 2 


W 


N 


« KBE4 
V 82 

• A J 1096 54 

* — 

E 


— ID 

Double Pass 

Pass Pass (l) 

Cataract Five Clubs |swj by South. 


I was North. If East had 
passed over One Diamond, 
then South’s Four Clubs 
would have been a splinter 
bid, showing short dubs and 
diamond support. After the 
double, my interpretation was 
that Four Clubs was natural 
and pre-emptive. 

Luckily West’s double gave 
us another chance — had he 
passed he would have de¬ 
fended Four Chibs. When 
South bid Five Clubs over 
East’s Four Diamonds it was 
abundantly dear to everyone 
at foe 1 table (except me) that he 
was showing shortage. 

If South's first bid had been 
natural, he certainly would 
not have gone on fo Five Clubs 
in the face of West's double of 


Double 
4 D 
Pass 


4C 

5C 

Lead: seven of dubs 


Four Clubs. So I should hare 
realised that the repeal of 
dubs showed a void. 

With communication in 
dubs, foe defence took eleven 
tricks in Five Clubs — nine 
down for 450 to East-West, ff 
we had bid five Diamonds 
they would presumably have 
sacrificed in Six Clubs for one 
down, so my error cost 550 
points. 

There was a saving grace, 
though: we then picked up 
three laydown slams, bid two 
of them, and won a 28-point 
rubber. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Sarurdav. 


WORD-WATCHING 


By Philip Howard 


VAVASOUR 

a. A banner 

b. Feudal rank 

c. Old-tyme dancing 

NEUTRINO 

a. An atomic partide 

b. A newborn mule foal 

c. Sung from a Thirties 
musical 


PENTHEMIMER 

a. An anaesthetist 

b. Classical verse form 

c. A marionette 

peau-de-soie 

a. A chamber pot 

b. A nightcap 

c. Material 

Answers on page 42 


By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

British wins 

Two British grandmasters 
have won through to foe 
fourth round of foe Fide 
championship in Groningen, 
Holland. Although Matthew 
Sadler was eliminated by 
Alexei Dreev. of Russia, boih 
Nigel Short and Miriiae! Ad¬ 
ams won their third-round 
matches. Adams eliminated 
Tiviakov. of Russia, by Ib-b 
while Nigel Short over¬ 
whelmed Andrei Sokolov, also 
of Russia. 2-0. 

The event has been notable 
for the early disappearance of 
many of foe favourites, includ¬ 
ing Vassily Ivanchuk, Veselin 
Topalov and Judit Polgar. The 
reigning Fide champion, 
Anatoly Karpov, is already 
assured of a place in foe final. 
Garry Kasparov and Vladimir 
Kramnik, the world’s No I 
and No 2 players, have both 
boycotted the fide tournament 
since they object to the sudden 
death nature of the 
competition. 

Here is Short’s second win 
against Sokolov. 

White: Andrei Sokolov 
Black: Nigel Short 
Fide world championship 
Groningen. December 1997 


ID 

Nxe5 

fthb3 

11 

c.-b3 

d5 

12 

Bg5 

d>e4 

13 

dxe4 

Re8 

14 

BxIS 

0x16 

15 

Nd7 

Oe7 

16 

Nxe5 

Ovc5 

17 

axb5 

a<b5 

18 

R»a8 

R*a8 

19 

Rel 

h6 

20 

03 

W 

21 

Na4 

0*7 

22 

Qel 

Ra5 

22 

13 

Re5 

2* 

Rdl 

15 

25 

e«i5 

R.15 

26 

Rel 

Cdb 

27 

Re8+ 

K17 

28 

Re3 

Rd5 

29 

Qc-J 

BaB 

30 

0*4 

Bb5 

31 

Pel 

Bd7 

32 

Rel 

6*6 

33 

Qc 2 

Kg6 

34 

NcS 

Rd2 

35 

Oe4 

Et«h3 

36 

Oe8 + 

hJi7 

37 

0*4 + 

gf- 

38 

Rc 2 

Rdi-- 

39 

K12 

BI5 

40 

Oc4 

B*e2 

41 

017+ 

hiiB 

42 

Ne6 

Qd2+ 

43 

Kg3 

Oei-r 

White resigns 



Diagram of final position 



wU.. ?** t 

(&... 9 A 




Roy Lopez 

1 

e4 

e5 

2 

M3 

NcS 

3 

BD5 

36 

4 

Ba4 

M16 

5 

0-0 

b5 

6 

6b3 

Bc5 

7 

a4 

Bb7 

8 

d3 

0-0 

9 

Nc3 

Na5 


abcdefgh 

□ Raymond Keene writes on 
chess Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


WINNiNGMOVE 


By Raymond Keene 

Black to play. This position is from 
the game Thomas — Home. 
Hastings 1948. Although Black's 
queen is pinned and ai meted, he 
round a clever combination to 
exploit the position or While's 
queen. What was the key move? 
This year's Hastings is from 
Decemher 2P to January 7 at the 
Cinque Ports Hnrd. details are 
available on 01-124 431370. 

Solution on page 42 



r a vh] 

b&- ' t*K '*£;• rsfc' l 


< sg w 


i 


i 

















■v ^ 


40 SPORT 


THE TIMES WEDNESDAY DECEMBER_£j99? 



Nottingham counting the cost of its glory years 


14 on*t forget we’re 

I ■ all part of a team 
I a here.*' says a 
*- S member of the 
Nottingham coaching staff to 
the ball-boys before the 
league game against Liver¬ 
pool St" Helens. “So if a 
Liverpool player wants to 
take a quick throw, hang on to 
the baO." 

Desperate times call for 
desperate measures. Notting¬ 
ham, one of the top six dubs 
in England in the early nine¬ 
ties. are in crisis. With no 

money, no sponsor, no mil¬ 
lionaire benefactor and no 
crowd to speak of. their 

precarious league position 
(tenth in the Bret division of 
the Jewson National League) 
is an irrelevance. They cannot 
pay their players and have 
had to contact insolvency 
specialists for advioe. 

So much for Cliff Brittle's 
blueprint. Rugby Restructure 
2000. Nottingham are close to 
extinction and, according to 
the dub’s president. John 
Cosslett, they are not alone. 

“English rugby is a finan¬ 
cial disaster waiting to hap¬ 
pen." Cosslett said. “People 
like Sir John Hall have gone 
in blindly and a lot of dubs 
have followed. The returns 
don’t equal the wages. I know 
of one club benefactor who’s 
getting phone calls from 
another Premiership dub try¬ 
ing to offload players because 
they can’t afford them. 

“Rugby has no long-term 


professional future unless 
Acre's a huge boost in inter¬ 
est in the game: There aren’t 
enough hums on seats at 
grounds because people are 
watching it on TV." 

The threat of financial ruin 
exists at all dubs, even the 
elite. Leicester, with 14,000 
paying members and season- 
ticket sales exceeding £J_3 
million, expect to tee money 
this year. Nottingham attract 
barely 300 for league games 
and even those who turn up 
do not stay. By 6pm on match 
days the clubhouse is almost 
empty; astonishingly, the bar 
runs at a loss. 

A year ago. when the dub 
was dose to folding, an anon¬ 
ymous backer — later re¬ 
vealed to be Teny Keriey, 
who owns a furnishing com¬ 
pany near Ilkeston — came 


forward with £45,000. Keeley 
promised £100,000 for each erf 
the next five seasons and 
Nottingham went about re¬ 
cruiting players to arrest a 
slide that began with demo¬ 
tion from die top division in 
1992. But they were relegated 
again, players jumped ship 
and. in October, Keeley derid¬ 
ed to keep his money. 

It was a devastating blow 
for a dub that at the start of 
the decade could match Bath 
and Leicester. Nottingham 
developed three of England's 
finest goal kickers in Rob 
Andrew. Dusty Hare and 
Simon Hodgkinstm, together 
with the likes of Brian Moore. 
Neil Back, Gary Rees, Chris 
Oti and Chris Gray. 

Opinions vary as to why it 
all went wrong. One factor 
was the departure of the 


Alan Pearey on a rugby union 
dub learning toe art of survival 
after falling on hard times 


England B coach. Alan Da¬ 
vies. to Wales. He had acted 
as a magnet for prospective 
international players. The 
poaching of players by local 
rivals did not help, although 
some feel dial Nottingham 
themselves raided ndghbour- 
ing dubs without troubling to 
develop their own. 

Hodgkinstm. now a coach 
at the dub. rites two funda¬ 
mental reasons for Notting¬ 
ham's predicament: “First, we 
didn’t cash in on success. 
There was no foresight, no 
younger players lining up to 


replace the older nucleus who. 
had given us good times," he 
said. 

“Second, money. We’ve 
dropped two divisions. but 
we’re still coming across Sides 
like Worcester, Leeds and 
London Welsh who have 
spent fortunes. Last year espe¬ 
cially. [in the second division. 

of die Courage Clubs Champ¬ 
ionship] it was a totally unfair 
contest:” 

David Rollo, vice-chairman 
and comznerdai manager, is 
also unhappy. “£100.000 is 
nothing, "be said. “We need a 


rugby budget of £500.000 to 
get us into me second division 
and we need that every year to 
stay there. Our wage bill is 
E1S.000 a month. Just look at 
our crowds; .where's that 
money coming from? 

"You have a tag split be¬ 
tween rugby teams and rugby 
dubs. Nottingham is a rugby. 
dub. We have 12 team* from 
tiie age of eight up. Newcastle 
are a team of 23 players and 
notiiing else. What Cliff Brit¬ 
tle must realise is that our end 

of the food chain needs;.as 
much attention as the fop end. 
We should receive money 
from the RFU according to 
how many rides we put out” 

Happily, the' dub is not 
without spirit and the players, 
none of whom has been fully 
paid since October, have cre¬ 
ated a three-tier system to! 


help those most in need. “If 
anything, we’ve more motiva¬ 
tion because we’re doing it for 
ourselves,” said ■ Glen 
Delaney, the captain and one 
.of mare ^ 20 semi-profes¬ 
sionals on the dub books. 

“We’ve agreed to play on 
the -understanding that 
money win come. WeVe put 
our trust in the committee 
and they’re delivering.” 

The "delivering" is Notting¬ 
ham’s latest plan to stay in 

business. The dub's Beeston 

ground is worth more than 
their liabilities. When Keeley 
pulled out, the dub had two 
options: sell the ground imrrv- 
ediatdy on a “same usage" 
basis, or sell..it . later with 
planning' permission at¬ 
tached. The dub chase the 
second option. 

“We need £500,000." Coss- 



The stars who left: Moore, left, and Andrew... 


NOTTINGHAM'S BUDGET, 1997-93 


The club originally had a break-even budget fof the 
present financial year with revenue estimated at 
£400,000. But the figures have been upset try the Joss 
of Terry Keeley’s expected £100.000Investment and a 
shortfall of £22.000 from BSkyB income, after 
confusion over a payment to the dub. 

INCOME EXPEN DfTURE 

Sponsorship, gate receipts. Wages (indLK&ng pteyere 

special events_£75.000 and coaches)' £230,000 

RFU subsidy --£92400 Admnstrabon (eg 

BSkyB_£ 88,000 insurance, auditors) ..... £65£00 

WSsan Homes (option Ground costs__.... £3o!oOO 

onground)-£25,000 Rugby casts (eg bus fane, 

__ kfi, meals etc).£75,000 

Total_£278,000 Total__£400,000 



... and those who stayed: Rees, right and Hodgkinstm 


left said- “WUsc* Homes 
have the option to buy the 
ground and would give us 

^uchnoj^Butwewufo 
gets guaranteed £lhraflhan 
jin contract] if we sold it With 
pfenning penmssHffl. Our 
plan is to put Wgete. * 
consortium. Abo ut 40 p eqpfe 
have shown interest and. 
we’re more titan confident we 

can raise haff-a-mtilioa 

•The dub members would 
also have a stake and put 
money in. They wo uld ge l a 
return on their investment 
when the land was sold, n, 

say.wegothalfa^nilliwinow 

arid then sold the ground m 
three years’ time, we might 
have to return, say, u 
million." 

That Nottingham will sell 
their ground and share with a 
l ocal dub is inevitable. But 
file loss’ of their Beeston 
home; where they have resid¬ 
ed since 1904. is a small price 
to pay to stay afloat Negotia¬ 
tions are progressing well 
and the dub hopes to confirm 
that it wfl] became a limited 
company at a special general 
meeting next month. 

The first team has bags erf 
potential. If mgby remains 
professional, these young 
players are growing assets," 
Cosslett said. “By developing 

-good players and selling them 

pn.Ttou .can sit at the main 
table. The situation is so 
rocky, but if we can still be 
here in three years* time, well 
be in a strong position.” 


* 
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RUGBY UNION 


Geoghegan ready 
to relaunch his 
career against Pau 


A FOOT injury has interrupt¬ 
ed Simon Geoghegan^ career 
on a number of occasions but 
he is expected to dip his tee¬ 
the one that has caused him 
such aggravation and pain — 
back into the waters of profes¬ 
sional rugby on Saturday. The 
months of trials and tribula¬ 
tions would appear to be at a 
dose after the Ireland wing 
was named yesterday in the 
Bath squad to play Pau in the 
semi-finals of the Heineken 
Cup. 

If Adedayo Adebayo fails a 
fitness test on Friday, then 
Geoghegan will start only his 
thirteenth match for the club 
since moving to the Recreation 
Ground from London Irish 
three years ago. Should his 
colleagues, who are still com¬ 
ing to terms with their record 
defeat by Saracens on Sunday, 
require inspiration for the 
semi-final, they need look no 
further than Geoghegan. 

He has undergone nine 
operations on foot injuries — 
three on the left foot and six on 
the right — and was forced to 
endure repeated setbacks as 
he sought a cure for his 


By Mark Souster 

complaint Three times he 
crossed the Atlantic for opera¬ 
tions. twice to San Diego and, 
this autumn, to Seattle. 
Planned comebacks were post¬ 
poned, the British Isles tour to 
South Africa last summer was 
missed and his international 
career was put on hold. 

The doubters questioned 
whether he would or could 
play again, and in the darker 
moments Geoghegan, a 29- 
year-dd London solicitor, 
must have harboured similar 
thoughts and wondered 
whether he should call time on 
a dazzling but all-too-brief 
career that included 37 caps 
for Ireland. 

The most recent operation 
was needed after playing for 
Bath United at Ebbw Vale on 
September 23- The pain in the 
big toeof his right foot that has 
dogged him returned. The 
operation was deemed a suc¬ 
cess, and, although the toe will 
never be perfect, it is as good 
as it will be. 

“It has been a nightmare; so 
frustrating because the rest of 
my body has been fine. I still 
think I can play at the top level 


Hospital report says 
Jones is comfortable 


GWYN JONES, the Wales 
captain, was said to be "com¬ 
fortable” yesterday at the 
University Hospital of Wales 
after an operation to ease the 
pressure on his spine. 

The Cardiff flanker, who 
was rushed to hospital on 
Saturday after being badly 
hurl in the Welsh League 
match against Swansea, suf¬ 
fered an injury to his spinal 
cord and was left without 
movement in his arms and 
kgs. 

“The hospital has con¬ 
firmed Gwyn Jones had an 
operation this morning as 


planned. He is now in a 
comfortable position on the 
ward," a spokesman said. 

“At the present tune his 
medical team are unable to 
give any further indication of 
his likely long-term improve¬ 
ment" 

The Cardiff dub's chief 
executive. Gareth Davies, 
who visited Jones before toe 
operation said: “Gwyn is in 
remarkably good spirits con¬ 
sidering what he’s been 
through. He’s been helped by 
the support he’s received from 
his friends, colleagues and the 
general public." 


and. with Jon Sleightholme 
leaving (Bath, to join North¬ 
ampton], I am certain I will get 

an opportunity. I know the 
foot wfl] always be painful but 
it is just one of those things 
you learn to put up with.” 
Geoghegan said. 

Apart from Geoghegan *s re¬ 
covery. Andy Robinson, the 
Bath coach, received more 
welcome news yesterday when 
it was confirmed that Mike 
Can would play against Pau. 
Catt completes a mandatory 
21-day rest period this week 
having been concussed play¬ 
ing for England against South 
Africa last month. 

He replaces Richard 
But!and at fly half and Mark 
Regan comes in for Andy Long 
at hooker. Eric Peters makes 
way in the back row for 
Richard Webster. "I rate this 
the biggest game in our hist- 
oiy," Robinson said. 

Off toe field, three of toe 
four working parties set up by 
the English Rugby Partner¬ 
ship today will submit their 
reports — on marketing and 
communications, a structured 
season and finance — to the 
board of English First Divi¬ 
sion Rugby. 

France have reacted in typi¬ 
cal fashion to their record 
defeat by South Africa by 
omitting nine players, among 
them Philippe Saint-Andre. 
the captain, and Abdelatif 
Benazzi, his predecessor, from 
a squad session next week to 
prepare for the five nations’ 
championship. 

Pierre VilJepreux. the assis¬ 
tant coach, insisted that those 
nine players, who also indude 
the Harlequins pair of Thierry 
Lacroix and Laurent Cab- 
annes, had not been dropped. 
“This does not mean these 
players have finished their 
careers for France. We simply 
want to take the opportunity id 
bring in as many players as 
possible to our planning.” he 
said. 



Fleming has pointed die way to a new, fully-professional approach to refereeing rugby. Photograph: David Rogers/Allsport 

Fleming presses for full-time referees 


T he man who received 
much of the credit for 
the classic drawn match 
between England and New 
Zealand last month, referee 
Jim Fleming, yesterday called 
for refereeing to become a fafi- 
time profession after tile 1999 
World Cup. 

The Twickenham perfor¬ 
mance of Fleming — combin¬ 
ing firmness and 
commonsense — helped to 
demonstrate that there need 
not be anything preventing 
northern and southern hemi¬ 
spheres from competing on 
even terms. 

Fleming admitted to being 
physically and mentally 
drained after the match and 
suggested that unrealistic ex¬ 
pectations were being made of 
part-time refer ee s. The point 
was brought home to him 
when he returned to London 
last weekend to take charge of 
Harlequins v Wasps. 

“I was speaking to Law- 


Kevin Ferric finds the official who recently took centre stage at 
Twickenham has strong views on the future for men in the middle 


pence Daliaglio and Jason 
Leonard after the game and 
they said it had taken them 
until the Tuesday or Wednes¬ 
day to get over such a physical 
game. They are a good deal 
younger than I am," he said. 

Renting. 46. was back in his 
office at Edinburgh City Coun¬ 
cil an the Monday after the 
England game. He will take 
charge of his 30th internation¬ 
al when France face Ireland 
during the five nations* 
championship in the spring 
and knows that it is too late for 
his generation to harbour 
ambitions about becoming 
fully professional 

“At our stage most people 
have career structures set and 
it would not be worth their 
while, but we must push for 
the appointment of fiill-time 


r e ferees after the World Cup 
and look for younger people to 
bring through," he said. “If I 
were in my early thirties I 
would see it as a great 
opportunity. 

"We should have a squad of 
referees who are constantly 
liaising not only with one 
another, but with the Interna¬ 
tional Board, players and 
coaches as welL” he said. 

He pointed out that five 
such appointrootts in Austra¬ 
lia and three in New Zealand 
have already been made and 
that the increasing number of 
high-profile northern hemi¬ 
sphere matches, particularly 
following tiie introduction of 
the Heineken Cup, means the 
demand now exists in Europe. 
That in turn has helped to 
reinforce in Fleming’s own 


mind the effect that turning 
his demanding hobby into a 
profession could have. 

“I am probably performing 
better than at any time in my 
career, which 1 believe is 
because the European Cup 
has meant I’ve been operating 
at a higher level throughout 
the season so far." • 

Fleming was speaking after 
being appointed to the Inter-, 
national Rugby Football 
Board's 13-man panel for the 
five nations' championship, 
which has made up for his 
surprising omission from the 
nine-man group put in place 
on a similar basis for the 
Super 12 competition last 
season. 

"I was extremely disap¬ 
pointed that I wasn’t on that 
panel because I thought I was 


refereeing well enough." he 
said. He is optimistic that the 
group can have a positive 
impact on improving the ap¬ 
peal of rugby. 

He explained that the 13 
officials wifi hare a video 
conference, from bases in both 
hemispheres, to discuss how 
they intend to ajjproach refer¬ 
eeing the championship 

He also believes thai they 
can build on that to hare a 
longer-term influence on how 
the laws and their interpreta¬ 
tions can be improved to allow 
bot h play ers-and spectators to 
understand decisions more 
easily. 

Flatting had a message for 
the players who blame offici¬ 
als for the poor quality of 
entertainment frequently on 
offer in the British dub game. 
“What it comes down to Is the 
altitude of players, coaches 
and, yes, referees," he said. 
"We all hare to be on the same 
wavelength." 






I SNOW REPORTS 1 

Depth 

Weather 

(cm) Conditions Runs to 

(5pm) Last 

L U Ptete Ori/p resort 

*C snow 


AUSTRIA 

KSzbuhef 

Oborgurgl 

FRANCE 

Chamonix 

Tignas 

Val cTlsere 

Val Thorens 

ITALY 

Cortina 

NORWAY 

Oslo 


20 


_ 80 good powder fair sun 

(Very good skiing on open pistes- IB/60 fits open) 
70 110 good powder good sun 

(Exceflertf slang cuncfitbns: dry. powdery snow) 


-7 


5 70 far varied dosed far -1 

(UrnitscJ skiing at the moment 45cm snow at 2,000m) 

60 130 good varied fair cloud -14 

lGood slang on MueH-fnepared pistes) 

40 60 good varied art doud -S 

(46/100 fits and 45/133 pistes open: good at attitude) 

40 90 good varied fair fair -9 

(Cold weather maintaining good snew) 


15/12 

15ri2 

13/12 

15/12 

15/12 

14/12 


20 90 good varied art doud 

(Goodskflngon avalsWs pistes: 18/40 ms open) 


-3 15112 


30 35 fair varied fair fair -9 12112 

(Open pistes iwfl-fnaoTQfrwd and skiing noli) 

SWITZERLAND 

C Montane 5 40 fair powder dosed far -6 14/12 

(30cm of snow id 2200m — best above (fa's attitude) 

KJosters 45 106 good powder fair fine -7 14/12 

(Vary good earfy-season sforng) 

Wengen 25 50 far powder far fine -3 15/12 

(Plenty of decent skiing available: 10/20 flfc open) 

Source. Ski Club of Great Britain. L - lows slopes; U - Upper art - artificial. 


SNOOKER: CHAIRMAN OF GOVERNING BODY SEES AN END TO ACRIMONY 

Williams puts forward peace policy 


REX WILLIAMS, chairman 
of the World Professional Bil¬ 
liards and Snooker Associ¬ 
ation, yesterday attempted to 
call a truce on tiie infighting in 
his sport prior to a potentially 
acrimonious annual meeting 
on Friday. 

Jim McKenzie was dis¬ 
missed from his post of chief 
executive at the start of the 
month and Ian Doyle, who 
manages many of the game's 
top star?, has already pledged 
to tiy to overthrow Williams, 
while McKenzie is to sue his 
former employers, whom he 
has described as amateurs, for 
breach of contract. 

Stephen Hendry, six times 
the world champion, also at¬ 
tacked the decision to remove 
McKenzie, claiming the sport 
was “poison from top to bot- 


ByOur Sports Staff 


tom". Williams, though, who 
attended a meeting yesterday 
of many of the leading players 
and managers in the sport, 
remains confident about the 
immediate future. Williams 
said: “This was a thoroughly 
constructive meeting at which 
many aspects of the game 
were discussed confidentially 
by players and managers 
alike. I am now delighted that 
we can finally draw a line 
under the past and look for¬ 
ward to a sustained period of 
increased dynamism and 
prosperity. 

Williams was backed by 
Steve Davis, the former world 
Nol, and pleaded with the 
leading figures to work togeth¬ 
er to take the sport forward. 


Davis said; “Snooker really 
does not need any more prob¬ 
lems than it has at present and 
talk of breakaway groups or 
the like is total madness. 

“Sanity must prevail and 
after having effectively ap¬ 
pointed the new board just a 
few months ago, I am of the 
belief to give the current board 
a chance to da what they can 
for the sport. I am happy fo 
give Rex Williams and his 
colleagues on the WPBSA 
board my 100 per cent 
support." 

John Higgins, who won the . 
German Open in Bingen at 
the weekend, has cafled for the 
tournament to remain on the 
snooker calendar. The 
WPBSA has reached the end 


of its three-year contract with 
Eurosport and negotiations 
must take place in order to 
clinch a repeat booking. 

“The crowds have been bril¬ 
liant and tiie venue has been 
great," said Higgins, who 
received a standing ovation 
from a foil ■ house at die 
Atlantis Rhemhotel after his 
victory over John Parrott 
in the final. 

Jim Storey, director for 
Trans World International, 
the snooker production com¬ 
pany, echoed the Scottish play¬ 
er’s comments. “Every player 
we have interviewed this week 
says this tournament must 
come bad; to Bingen," Stony 
said. “Television needs a good 
backdrop and a good atmo¬ 
sphere. We had both in 
Bingen." 


BASKETBALL 


Finger points the way 
for Bullets’ revival 




MIKE FINGER, the Birming¬ 
ham Bullets coach, believes 
that his side’s recent record 
against Thames Valley proves 
that they can overturn an 
eight-point deficit in their Nat¬ 
ional Cup semi-final home leg 
today. 

Success will depend on con¬ 
taining Tony Holley, the Ti¬ 
gers forward, who continues 
to tear up the Budweiser 
League with averages of 22 
points and almost 14 rebounds 
per game. 

“We match up well in mast 
positions, but they obviously 
hare an advantage at power- 
forward with Tony on of¬ 
fence." Finger said. “We’re 
going into it like it’s half-time 
and we’re down by eight We 


were down 20 last time they, 
came up here and cut it back to 
two but still lost We know 
eight is a deficit we can 
overcome and just need to 
makesuntjjgdmttiy.toget it 
bade all at once/ 1 — 

Finger will alternate Fabu¬ 
lous Flournoy and Clive Alien 
against Holley, who believes 
the way to exploit the 
Birmingham defence is 
through their rookies—Chris 
Has lam, , the centre, and H L 
Coleman, the forward. “I 
thinkthafs where we have the 
advantage," Holley said., • 
Bullets, who lost the first leg 
63®, welcome bade Nigel 
Lloyd, the point-guard, who 
missed the game because of a 
hand injury. • 
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Equine confrontation that underlined age-old truth 


ow splendid it was to see; 

I travelled aooss 
London, the Tube star 
lions and escalators once more 
converted to a shrine to Torvill 
and Dean. As they begin their 
latest showbiz tour, they are. 
apparently, quite unchanged, save 
flutftfae nasty mauvey-pwple of 
the fluttering Bolero costume has 
been moderated by time into a 
nasty shade of tangerine. 

Mixing in equal measure beau- 
ly and absurdity, sumptuous skin 
and high kitsch, competitive win 
and a dream of artistic endeavour 
they gave delight without stinting! 
And their last Olympic perfor¬ 
mance, rewarded by the infamous 
and undeserved bronze, gained 
the biggest British television audi¬ 
ence ever gathered to a sporting 
event 

Sport? WdL I have long de¬ 
fended T and D, mainl y because 
they were wonderful. I have also 
defended all the subjectively 


I will go in to bat for ke skating, 
'rith all its nonsense, any time it 
seems to need defending. 

But then I found myself reduced 
to real ouHoud public laughter at 
whaa must be the funniest piece of 
writing that The Times sports 
pages have carried all year. Simon 
Barnes , Lynne Truss, eat your 
hearts out, because 
you cannot compete 
with this: “The 
world of dance is 
torn over the Vien¬ 
nese.” I read, the 
Viennese being the 
waltz rather than 
the father of psycho- 

- M**_■_*_ 


To the lover, 
nothing Is 
less absurd' 


analysis. “Purists worldwide want 
tire dance to remain restricted to 
four figures, the reverse and 
natural turns, and toe reverse and 
natural fleefceris." I wouldn't give 
toe time of day to an unnatural 
flecked myself. “They are engaged 
in heated debate with mod ernists 


calling for lifts, curtsies and other 
figures.. ." 

This wonderful piece was mit¬ 
ten' by our dance sport specialist 
Ruth GledhilL reviewing a book 
called The Viennese Walts. A 
whole book about the Viennese 
Waltz! It is absurd beyond belief. 
and I could not restrain an 
outbreak of delighted laughter 

_ over my morning 

cappuccino. 

To toe lover, noth¬ 
ing is less absurd 
than his passion: to 
the observer, only 
toe absurd dements 
can be seen with 
any darity. Call that 


SIMON BARNES 



Swann’s Law. For of course, it is 1. 
not toe lover, that is or am at fault 
over dance sport. 

With dear vision, every other 
piece in yesterday's Times sports 
pages was just as absurd, or just 
as wise as this piece on toe 
Viennese waltz. “Stewart sprung 


Midweek View 


forward from his haunches, gath¬ 
ered toe ball and flicked it back 
into the stumps." What have 
Stewart's haunches to do with 
truth or beauty? 


“United settled into toe invigo¬ 
rating rhythm that has been their 
hallmark ..." “Edmondo, known 
as The Animal, was not chosen 
.. ."“large Action, too. will at last 
be tried over a trip..." 

Anyone who holds any sport 
absurd is on safe ground. But 
anyone who holds one sport 
absurd and another wise is mak¬ 
ing himself a fool Dance sport 
outrages my prejudices, but not 
my faculty for logic 

There are those that would 
condemn all the subjectively 
judged sports, conveniently for¬ 
getting that all sports have about 
toon subjective judgment points 
in boxing, offside, leg-before and 
on and on. 

And there is the point that 
subjective judgment of competi¬ 
tion is older than formal sport... 
older by millions of years. 

1 witnessed just such a subjec¬ 
tively judged, formal conflict, a 
trial of mental lousiness played 


to elaborate and complex rules, 
and subjectively judged by the 
contestants themselves. The con¬ 
testants were horses: my youne 
animal Bullseye. and the herd 
boss. Rupert 

Facing each other, they made a 
series of bites at each other's 
necks: never quite connecting. 
Competition escalated, because 
Bullseye is an ambi¬ 
tious young thrust¬ 
er. The two animals 
made a series of 
little hops at each 
other, each threaten¬ 
ing to stand on his 
hind legs and box, 
but not quite doing 


The observer 
sees only the 
absurd element 


so. Then, dramatically, both half- 
stood. backs at an angle of 45 
degrees. No blow was offered, but, 
as Bullseye landed, he turned 
away and presented his back end 
to Rupert 

He had withdrawn his offensive 
threat: replaced it with a defensive 


threat OK, Rupe, you win this 
time. The encounter was blood¬ 
less. form a L regulated, subjective¬ 
ly judged 

Subjective judgment is at toe 
heart of the sporting experience. 
Was there any better, stronger 
competitor in sport this year than 
Svetlana Chorkina, the world 
champion gymnast? 1 caught the 

_ lyrical beauty of her 

asymmetric bar per¬ 
formance in Glas¬ 
gow recently, 
though alas only on 
television. It was 
one of the best bits 
of sport 1 have seen 
this year. 

Ruth, forgive me. I laughed at 


dance sport, and I bet I will laugh 
again. But at least I wfll do so 
knowing that T am wrong. 

If there is truth in one horse’s 
victory over another, in a field or 
on a race track, then there is truth 
in a natural fteckerl. 


England opener has opposition stumped all round in one-day game 


Stewart sets 
< standards 



on route to 



From Michael Henderson in shariah 
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WHO is the best all-rounder 
in one-day cricket? Pakistan 
have Wasim Akram. the best 
fast bowler in the world and 
an attacking batsman when 
the mood takes him. South 
Africa have Shaun Pollock 
and Lance Klusener. Jacques 
Kaltis and even Hansie Cron¬ 
je. No wonder they are win¬ 
ning so many matches. 

Fbr India. Saurav Ganguly 
makes runs quickly and bowls 
serviceable medium pacers. 
Wesr; ' Indies have Girl 
Hooper, whose off spin sup¬ 
plements his bruising batting. 
Sri Lanka, of course, have 
Jayasuriya. whose extraordi¬ 
nary exploits at the top of the 
order did so much to help win 
the World Cup last year. - 

In England's team-of job¬ 
bing all-rounders, though. 
Alec Stewart stands out as toe 
most important. Stewart has 
been, without a doubt, the 
man of this tournament, the 
key man in the only team to 
have won every game. They 
test the final against West. 
Indies on Friday and, as he 
points out: “We’ve got to win 
it." 

As opening batsman and 
wicketkeeper, be has been in 
excellent form this past week. 
He continues to contribute 
something that is never identi¬ 
fied on the storecard, but 
which gives the team so much: 
enthusiasm.“I nowknowthat, 
when England are doing well 
Alec Stewart runs the show ” 
Matthew Fleming said after 
taking four wickets against 
India on his international 
debut 

It was in that match that 
Stewart set the tone erf Eng¬ 
land's performance, timing 
the ball sweetly from the start 
squeezing out singles and twos 
between the wickets, and 
stumping Tendulkar. He 
remains supremely fit and 
spruce for a man of 34 who 
has played so much cricket in 
the past decade. The words on 
his cricketing crest could well 
be: every inch the pro. 

Against Pakistan on Mon¬ 
day. in a match England could 


tfcuon 

"indi 


easily have lost. Stewart was 
at his best, batting well lor 48 
and then relentless in his vocal 
support of toe bowlers. It must 
be quite something for a 
batsman at the crease to have 
his eardrums battered with 
volleys of patter. When the 
match was at its tightest. 
Stewart was in his element 

It was fitting that he had a 
hand in toe last two wickets, 
catching Azbar Mahraood 
when a top-edged drive sent 
the ball flying into the night 
sky, then leaping athletically 
from behind the stumps to run 
out Saqlain. who had left his 
crease without checking his 
bearings. In the 49ih over of 
the innings, with nerves fray¬ 
ing. Stewart was the most 
akn man on the field. 

With Stewart as wicket¬ 
keeper. batsman, confidant to 
the captain, cheerer-up-in- 
chief and general factotum. 
England can field an entire 
team of all-rounders. Of-the 
team that played the other 
night against Pakistan only 
A By Brown, toe opening bats¬ 
man, is not a bowler of any 
description. Hide and Thorpe 
have not been called upon to 
bowl but can do. and bath field 
well 

If England are pinching 
themselves at the way things 
have gone, they are entitled. 
Their cricket has been brimful 
of purpose and no little skill, 
even though they like to be 
known as the team without 
stars. Dougie Brown, who is 
improving with the years, and 
Fleming have enjoyed a mar¬ 
vellous week and Mark 
Ealbam is becoming indis¬ 
pensable in tiie SO-over game. 

Even if England fail to beat 
West Indies on Friday, all the 
players involved here can 
expect to reconvene in April, 
for the five one-day interna¬ 
tionals at toe end of toe West 
Indies tour. David Graveney. 
toe Sharjah tour manager, 
hopes that the party will be 
announced, and Adam Hofli- 
oake appointed leader, jusr as 
soon as the team returns to 
England. 



'Williams guides the ball to the teg side during his innings of 105 — his first one-day international century 


West Indies secure place in final 


FRom Michael Henderson 


SHARJAH (India won toss): 
West Indies beat India by 41 
runs 


WEST Indies will meet Eng¬ 
land in the final of the Cham¬ 
pions Trophy on Friday. To 
. deprive them of the opportuni¬ 
ty. India had to make 230 in 45 
overs, and so overtake them 
on run rate. For a while they 
threatened to make the game 
close until they found, like 
everybody else this week, that 
baiting last on a wearing pitch 
is a perilous activity. 

There was one astonishing 
feature of this game: the West 
Indies pace bowlers failed to 
take a wicket between them. 
Hooper gathered four with his 
gentle off. breaks and arm 
balls. Chanderpaul three with 
his leg spin and Lewis, who 
also ran out Tendulkar and 
Azharuddin from square leg. 
ended with one. In. years to 
come it might make a good 
quiz question. 

Having been put in to bar by 
India, who included Dravid as 


an extra batsman in place of 
Singh, West Indies were held 
together by Stuart Williams, 
who batted through the in¬ 
nings for 105. his first hundred 
in one-day internationals. 

Hopper made 38, and Lara 
23, but the way Chauhan. 
India's second spinner, 
bowled his off breaks, conced¬ 
ing only 30 runs from his ten 
overs, and taking two wickets. 


offered a clue as to how 
difficult it would be to chase 
the target. 

When India replied. Gan¬ 
guly was soon finding the 
boundary square of the wick¬ 
et. and he greeted Lewis by 
stepping out to hit him over 
long-on for six. Sidhu went, 
searching for the same bound¬ 
ary, but Dravid, promoted 
above Tendulkar, kept the 


SCOREBOARD FROM SHARJAH 


WEST INDIES 

P A Watoca c Ganguly t> Srfciatfi..8 

SC Wfoms not out__ _105 

B C Lara c Kimble b Chauhan.— .23 

C l Hooper C Adiouddr O Ganguly ....38 
S Chanoe«paJ c Jadela b Ctiaufian . 15 

P V Srrmons t> Kumbw--16 

FA Rose D Smarh —...14 

R N LMk not out_ .....1 

Extras (b 5. nb3).. - ...8 

Total (6 aMB, 50 ovws)-228 


tO WBfcfns. M V Mon and -C X WsdsftdfcJ 
notbat 

FAU. OF WICKETS: 1-26. 2-83. 3-134. 
4-164. 5-202. 6-227 

BCRMJNG- Srrnsth 9-1-48-2: Prasad 10-1- 
3 »4>; Kumble 180.52-1; Chauhan 10-1- 
30-2: Ganguly 7-0-381; Tenc**ar 4-0- 
17-0. 

INDIA 

SCGangUystDWUamsbHoooei ...70 

N S Sidhu c WaRacc b Lewis-- ...25 

R S CXavxJ b Hoojet_31 

•SRTendufcarrunout . - ... -.T 


U Aahflrudtfn nai om _ .4 

A Jadata b Hooper. .. 8 

IS S Kanm b Crwndefpaul . _26 

A Kurt* c and b Chanderpaul-6 

J Smem b Chanderpaul.... - _ --4 

R K Chauhan nor ou . -.. . ..0 

BKV Prasad bHooper— . 1 

Extras (b 1. *) 5. w4, no 2) ...- - 12 

Total (422 overs)---IBB 


FALL OF WICKETS. 1-87. 2-T26, 3-127. 
4-136 5-140, 6-18?. 7-177.8-187. 9 -187 
BOWUNG Wash 7-1-24-0; Row. 8-0-25-0; 
Mon 6-030-0 Lewis 10-0-38-1: Hooper 
82-0-37-4. Chanderpaul 5-0-18-3. 

Man ol the march SCWiAams. 

Umpires' C J hfitchiey (South Africa] and 
B C Cooray (Sn LaratoJ 

Final portions 

P W L Pts 

England . 3 3 0 6 

West tvies- 3 2 1 4 

PeMstan— ... 3 1 2 2 

IntSa -.. 3 0 3 0 


score ticking along nicely until 
toe innings subsided. Gan¬ 
guly’s wicket was the crucial 
one so far as West Indies were 
concerned. Waltzing down the 
pitch to lift Lewis high and 
straight, he was beaten so 
thoroughly by the turning ball 
that David Williams will have 
few easier smmpings. 

Then. disaster for India, as 
Tendulkar and Azharuddin. 
the most accomplished play¬ 
ers in the team, risked all on 
Lewis’s arm and lost They 
made five runs between them, 
and their chance went with 
them. Hooper will enjoy no 
better match with the ball. 

Like Manzoor Akhtar. of 
Pakistan, the day before he 
helped himself to four wickets, 
and when Chanderpaul. toe 
little Trinidad batsman, joined 
the feast the evening was close 
to fantasy. 

One by one toe batsmen 
swung and missed. The Indi¬ 
ans in toe crowd did not like it 
one little bit. Their team came 
here full of hope and ended the 
competition without a win. It 
was all a bh embarrassing. 


World record 
for Edwards 
falls in a day 


From Thrasy Petropoulos in pune 


CHARLOTTE EDWARDS 
gave a masterful display of 
batting here yesterday, pro¬ 
ducing an innings that.'on any 
other day, would have seen 
her enter the record books. 
One day short of her eigh¬ 
teenth birthday. Edwards bat¬ 
ted throughout the England 
innings for 173 not out against 
Ireland, comfortably eclipsing 
the previous highest individ¬ 
ual score in World Cup 
matches. 

Just as Edwards was recov¬ 
ering. however, news came 
through from Bombay that 
Belinda Clark, the Australia 
captain, had scored 229 not 
out in the total of 412 for three, 
after which Denmark were 
d ismissed for 49 (top score was 
extras with 12). On toe way, 
Clark scored the fastest one- 
day century made in women's 
cricket, reaching three figures 
off 64 balls and. in all. facing 
157. 

Both innings left Lindsay 
Reeler’s 143 not out for Austra¬ 
lia against Holland at 
Williton. in 1988. in the shade. 
Australia’s total was also a 
record, beating the 376 scored 
by England against Pakistan 
earlier in this tournament. 

Reunited as opening part¬ 
ners. Edwards and Jan Brittjn 
so disrupted the Ireland 
bowlers’ rhythm that by the 
eighth over four had been 
used. Brittin started the more 
fluently, but when she went 
caught behind off Catherine 
O’Neill, Edwards took her cue 
to open up and display the rich 
variety of shots she possesses 
in exploring every comer of 
toe Nehru Stadium. 

Barbara Daniels lasted only 
ten balls before pulling Mir¬ 
iam GreaJey straight to mid- 
wicket, and Sue Metcalfe, toe 
vice-captain, joined Edwards 
in the seventeenth over. After 
her cautious start. Edwards 
reached 50 off 66 balls with 
five fours, but she needed only 
a further 34 to reach three 
figures, with an additional 
seven boundaries. It was her 
second one-day international 
hundred in her eighth match. 

When Metcalfe overbal¬ 
anced and was stumped down 
toe leg side off Catriona 
Beggs. the third wicket had 
yielded 108 runs in one hour, 
of which Metcalfe's contribu¬ 
tion was 29. Banling against 
exhaustion and repeated bouts 
of cramp. Edwards's concen¬ 
tration waned on reaching her 
century. She was twice 
dropped at square leg, when 


110 and 131. and once in the 
covers on passing 150. Inter¬ 
spersed with weary shots, 
however, she continued to add 
to her tally of boundaries, 
ending with 19. 

Joining Edwards for the 
final 15 overs of toe innings 
was Jane Cassar, who batted 
with style and intelligence in 
scoring 50 in an undefeated 
131-run partnership for the 
fourth wicket By the time the 
Ireland bowlers were put our 
of their misery. Edwards's 
contribution had reached 173 
not out off 155 balls in a shade 
over three hours. 

After two fairly lacklustre 
bowling performances against 
Pakistan and Denmark, it was 
vita! that England’s bowlers 
showed greater application 
here. Bowling left-arm seam, 
Sue Redfem was soon among 
the wickets. She removed 
Nikki Square and Grainne 
Leahy for ducks, reducing 
Ireland to two for two. From 


TABLES 


Group A 


England. „„ 
Australia.. . . 
Soutn Africa.. 
Ireland 
Denmark 
Pakistan 


P W L NR 

4 4 0 0 


Pts 

24 

21 

12 

9 

6 

0 


Groups 


New Zealand 

mda.. 

Sn Lanka .... 
Holland .. .. 
Wfisfirxfes 


P W L NR 
3 3 0 0 


4 0 3 1 


Pts 

18 

15 

9 

3 

3 


iat pon¬ 
dered aimlessly, wickets fall¬ 
ing intermittently before 
Melissa Reynard polished off 
the tail with a spell of four for 
six in 4.1 overs. 

So exhausted was Edwards 
that she was unable to take the 
field. “I’m absolutely delight¬ 
ed," she said. “I’ve never 
batted for 50 overs and I didn't 
know how many I had when I 
came off. 1 didn’t know it was 
a world record until 1 was told 
in the changing rooms." The 
innings was not a world 
record, but world class it 
certainly was. 

England have maintained 
their unbeaten record but, 
having batted first in all six 
marches on tour, their bowlers 
are yet to be tesred properly. 
That may count against them 
when they play Australia in 
Nagpur tomorrow in the final 
qualifying match in Pbol A 


Scoreboard, page 39 


n?" * 
h' 


&,c^ 

• .ll 


Cronje denies tampering with ball 


HANSIE CRONJE. die 
South Africa captain, yester¬ 
day rebutted an allegation 
that he had tampered with 
the ball during the one-day 
international against Austra¬ 
lia in Sydney cm December 4. 

The allegation, matte by 
Kerry Packer's Nine Net- 

work, which broadcasts 
cricket throughout Australia, 
is that Cronje stood on me 
ball during a match which 
South Africa won by 67 runs 
after bowling Australia out 
for 133. . 

In a statement preparea 

during the final day or nis 
(cam's game against Tasma¬ 
nia. Cronje said: “According 

to reports ! have rcceiveo 
regar d ing this alleged inci¬ 
dent, it took place while dw 
crowd was being trough 
into order after having 


ICC rules prevent any investigation into 
charge levelled at South Africa captain 


“Regarding the ball itself. I 
would remind all that the 
umpires consistently moni¬ 
tored its condition through¬ 
out toe match. I am also very 
disappointed that there is an 


insinuation that we tried to 
gain unfair advantage: 
which is totally contrary to 
the way we play the game.” 

Cammie Smith, of West 
ladies, the match referee for 
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thrown objects at niy p»y^ 

“J can assure * 


that particular point m &***• 
my main concent an 
thought was how was l gom® 
to handle the situation, £ 
ganfing whether to take to 
side off the field or not. The 
players warned action an 
my mind was raring- 





In TV shot Cronje appears to have his foot on ball 


die game at Sydney, was 
asked yesterday whether he 
knew of the incident. “No 
nothing, nothing whatso¬ 
ever." Smith said. “In any 
event that is history now 
because it was almost two 
weeks ago... history." 

The rules of the Interna¬ 
tional Cricket Council (ICC) 
say that accusations of ball 
tampering must be brought 
to the referee’s attention dur¬ 
ing the course of the match 
for action to be taken. 

The last case of alleged bafl 
tampering at international 
level was in the Perth Test 
between Australia and Sri 
Lanka in 1995, when the 
Pakistani umpire, Khizar 
Hayat, accused the Sri Lan¬ 
kans, who were found guilty 
and. under the rules, were 
unable to comment in their 
own defence. The decision 
was later overturned. 

In the Lord’s Test between 
England and South Africa in 
1994, the England captain, 
Michael Atherton, was 
caught on camera rubbing 
the ball with dirt from his 
pocket. He owned up the 
next day and was fined. 


SAILING: SOUTHERN ROUTE MAKES DIFFERENCE FOR TWO WHITBREAD CREWS 


Innovative tactics paying dividends 


By Edward Gorman 

SAILING CORRESPONDENT 


MARCEL VAN TR1EST, toe 
navigator on Innovation 
Kvaemer. the leader of the 
Whitbread Round the World 
race, is sometimes criticised 
by his rivals for being a “cor¬ 
ner-banger": someone pre¬ 
pared to take huge risks by 
sailing to the edges of toe race 
course. 

Van Triest has prospered in 
this race by being courageous 
enough to go it alone, convinc¬ 
ing his young skipper. Knut 
Frostad, to accept significant 
short-term fosses for eventual 
big gains. The strategy has 
looked not so much reckless or 
fluky, but an indication of 
confidence. 

On this third leg. from 
Fremantle to Sydney, the 
Dutchman has lived up to his 
reputation by taking what 
another skipper referred to 
yesterday as toe “wild card" 
option. Kvaemer, and Roy 
Heiner on BrunelSunergy. 
have dived south as the fleet 
beats across the Great Austra¬ 


lian Bight in difficult condi¬ 
tions for navigators. 

It has been a costly strategy 
because K\aemer has slipped 
from fifth to last Yesterday, 
though, the long-term gains in 
fresher conditions and better 


angles started lo come good. 
The Norwegian boat posted 
the fastest spited of toe day and 
cut her deficit on toe leader 
almost in half, from 50 miles 
to 26 miles, in the course of 12 
hours. 


WHITBREAD BOUND THE WORLD 
RACE LATEST POSITIONS 

• 1. 1 

• .-.TiasMta 

, . a sifc cut • 

- & Merit Cup jp'- 


TWrtlteg 

Fremantle to Sydney 
2^50 nautical miles 
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37-S 






» 8.EF 

Education 


7. BfunaSunos? 


a. 

innovation. 

Kvaemer 


125 D E 


39°S 


134°E 


Positions as at 
12.00GMT 
yesterday 


DISTANCE TO FINISH (33 at 1200 GMT yesterday, with rules to Sydney): 1. 
Toshiba (US) 1,430.8 mtes; 2. Swedish Match (Swe) 1,443.8: 3. Silk Cut (GB) 
1,447.8: 4, lF Language (Swe) 1,451.4; 5. Merit Cup (Monaco) 1.451.9; 6. 
ChessieRacing (U^) 1.402-2; 7. BtunelSijnefgydtoB) 1,463 5; 8. EF Education 
(Swb) 1,465 1. 9. Innovation Kvaemer fNor) 1.466 4. 


All the other skippers, in¬ 
cluding Great Britain’s Law- 
rie Smith on Silk Cut , are 
looking nervously at weather 
maps and position schedules 
to see if Van Triest has done it 
again. Smith's report yester¬ 
day was full of speculation 
about Kvaemer. 70 miles 
south of Silk Cur and 1 , at that 
point, 35 miles astern. 

“Kvaemeds tactics are very 
interesting.” Smith said. 
“Maybe she is thinking that 
she can get south of toe 
advancing high pressure into 
toe westerlies, but the maps 
and toe computer models 
show that this is a very risky 
move indeed and fairly unlike¬ 
ly to work. Whatever her 
thinking, she is likely to do 
very well or very badly due to 
the fairly large separation." 

Paul Cayard, on EF Lan¬ 
guage, who has opted for a 
more middling course, said: 
“It is difficult to know where to 
invest because toe weather 
pattern can change from when 
you get a satellite picture or 
weather fax. Subtle changes 
can make a big difference." 
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the Games back to Greece 


T he distance from 
London to Olympia is 
1,500 miles. But each 
morning, as the three 
Angelopoulos children start 
iheir day, they can almost feel 
the pu/se of Greece in their 
Chelsea home. They live off 
the King's Road in a regally 
appointed old rectory. On the 
first floor is the “Red Room", 
filled with memorabilia from 
the 1*2 years that their mother. 
Gianna Angelopoulos, cam¬ 
paigned and won the fight to 
bring the Olympic flame 
“home" to Greece in 2004. 

“As you can see. it is next to 
the breakfast hall." Angel¬ 
opoulos said. “Passing 
through our Red Room is like 
starring the family’s blood 
circulation. We have a life 
ahead of us, but these photo¬ 
graphs reflect the most excit¬ 
ing period; campaigning for 
the Olympic Games is some¬ 
thing in the Greek souL 
“I tdl my children that 
anything you achieve comes 
through effort, through striv¬ 
ing and ability — above all 
through creating human rela¬ 
tionships. From April 1996 to 
September 1997, I practically 
left my family behind, even my 
husband. Theodore, who is 
very possessive, because the 
campaign filled my life." 

Angelopoulos. 42, mother, 
lawyer, partner in her hus¬ 
band's shipping and industri¬ 
al company, gave up 
membership of the Greek 
parliament to lead the bid to 
return the Games m Athens 
for the first time since 1396. 
Her charm, her grasp of 
languages, of politics, power 
and emotion are surely, in this 
season of giving laurels, wor¬ 
thy of woman of the year. 

In Lausanne, where the 107 
members — most of them 
male — of the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) vot¬ 
ed. Angelopoulos first demon¬ 
strated that Athens, by 
pledging E2 billion to projects 
attacking its pollution and 
transportation horrors, had 
learnt the lesson of its rejection 
by the TOC in 1990. 

She then made the IOC 
members feel they were im¬ 
proving the air that die next 
generation of Athenians will 
breath, and challenged them 
by saying that Athens was 
loyal to the Olympics and 
requested reciprocal loyalty. 

It was a devastating appeal. 
She spoke, in French and 
English, with a fluency and a 
voice of controlled passion and 
her delivery shaded the emo¬ 
tion Nelson Mandela brought 
to Cape Town’s bid. tire bla¬ 
tant politics Carlos Menem 
wielded on behalf of Buenos 
Aires, the combined presence 







meets a contender 
for woman of the year 


leading Olympic athletes gave 
to Stockholm and the com¬ 
bined weight of Luciano 
Pavarotti and Prime Nebiolo 
put behind Rome. 

Angelopoulos dealt with 
them. Nebiolo, the godfather 
of international track and field 
athletics, had ignored sporting 
protocol by rubbishing Ath¬ 
ens's organisation during the 
world athletics championships 
last summer. There came ofdy 
the sound of silence from 
Angelopoulos and her 70- 
strong team. “From the first 
moment our Prime Minister 
asked me to lead the bid," she 
said. "I never was negative 
about the others. 




" f "4 reece had failed 
§ in 1990 because 

■ TT we were arrogant 
in our assump¬ 
tion that we had a right to 
renew the Olympic Games in 
the centenary year. We accept¬ 
ed what the movement were 
telling us, to improve the city 
drastically before we repre¬ 
sented ourselves. Nobody 
dared to criticise. Our strategy 
was to believe in ourselves, 
always to be constructive to 
the members of the IOC—and 
Dr Nebiolo is a member." 

There is notable defiance in 
her dark eyes. "Today? Now I 
have the privilege, after we got 

the Games, to say _ 

that Dr Nebiolo 
helped us. his criti¬ 
cism opened our 
eyes." 

Self-help, how- _ 

ever, is also in 
Angelopoulos’s vocabulary. 
As the Red Room walls show, 
she was honoured a month 
ago in Johannesburg by Presi¬ 
dent Mandela, who not only 
bowed to the victor, but assist¬ 
ed in the process. In Lausanne, 
on the eve of the vote. Juan 
Antonio Samaranch, presi¬ 
dent of the IOC had arranged 
a meeting between Mandela 



Angelopoulos celebrates Olympic victory in Lausanne with the mayor of Athens 


and Angelopoulos at which it 
was agreed that if either bid 
dropped out before the final 
round, they would persuade 
their backers to support the 
other. Ultimately. Athens de¬ 
feated Rome 66-41, which 
included 14 of die votes previ¬ 
ously cast for Cape Town. 

She says she has retired 
from politics, although a re- 


‘I was never negative 
about the other bids’ 


cent opinion poll suggests that 
three-quarters of Greeks 
would vote for her as the next 
Prime Minister. “I don't think 
I will go back to that kind of 
politics. For me, the Olympic 
bid was an opportunity to do 
something for die whole of my 
country, and winning it offers 
something really unique for 
the younger people." 
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Fireworks over the Temple of Zeus mark the award of the Games to Athens 


Indeed, her presentation 
centred on a 12-year-old child. 
Alexis, striving for athletic 
achievement in an Athens 
suburb. “The hid had to be 
powerful, and it had to be 
gentle. It had to be attractive, 
but it had not to be showy. I 
think, through Alexis, we have 
die dream." 

The Angelopoulos boys, 
_ Panagiotis and Di¬ 
mitris. have the priv¬ 
ilege of private 
schooling at the Hel¬ 
lenic College of 

_ London; their sister, 

Carolina, competes 
on the playing fields of the 
American School of London 
because Theodore and Giahna 
Angelopoulos feel that London 
offers die best lifestyle and 
business base. 

Yet, it was a family outing to 
Athens that galvanised Ange- 
lopouks into action. “We were 
there when the 1996 medal- 
winners came home," she 
said. "The people were so 
honoured, so proud. The 
whole of Athens waved laurels 
from the trees, and my sons, 
less than seven years old. said 
they want to be Olympic 
champions. 

"I believe I am a winner. I 
don’t like to lose, bat l try to 
tell my children it is not only 
about victory — in real life 
there is a scale, a bottom line, a 
medium line and the very top." 

Raised on die island of 
Crete. Gianna and her youn¬ 
ger sister both became law¬ 
yers. Their father,. Frixos 
Daskalalds. made his own 
fortune through economics 
and fruir trading, their mother 
Marika, though educated, was 
content in motherhood. 

“She is happy being a sweet 
grandmother," Angelopoulos 
said, “even if she is proud that 


T he fetal speech, tile 
p er form ance Angel¬ 
opoulos calls it, was a 
promise, implied but 
unspoken, to restore Olympic 
ethic to a now gargantuan 
circus, sullied by the soulless 
commercialism of Atlanta. “I 
was propelled by an incredible 
responsibility." she said. 
"Wherever I went, people said; 
“We trust you, Gianna, you 
can do it.’ Today, even if I am 
alone in tins house. I can fed 
thousands of peegde with me, 
their enthusiasm." 

And will she now oversee 
the organisation of the Games, 
the acceleration of making 
Alhens rivflised again?"! com¬ 
pleted my task." she said, 
“now I am frill with half- 
finished jobs and responsibil¬ 
ities." It is not, she 
acknowledges, the answer her 
people are waiting for and she 
is not yet ready to say, public¬ 
ly, if she can now leave the 
baby she delivered on Septem¬ 
ber 5 for others to bring to 
maturity. 


Win bottled bliss 


Answers from page 39 
VAVASOUR 

(b) A feudal tenant ranking immediately bdow a baron. Blackstone. 
1766: "William the Conqueror directing a certain quantity be paid by 
earls, barons and vavasours respectively.” 

NEUTRINO 

(a) Either of two stable leptons (associated with e l ect ron or meson), 
having zero mass and tow probability of interaction with matter. 
Abo the anti-pai-tidc of either of these, one of which is produced 
beside an electron and proton in B’ decay of a neutron. 

PENTHEMfMER 

(b) In Classical verse, a group or catalytic colon of live halffect, 
especially as const]ailing each half of a pentameter or the fir st p ar t at 
a hexameter where the caesura occurs in the middle of the third foot 
Lama Daone. R. D. Blackmore, I860: “I bad replied to Robin now 
with all the might and cadence of a pentfaemimal caesura.” 

PEAU-DE-SOIE 

to A rich, thick silk, with a dull satin face on both sides. The term is 
also applied to various inferior imitations. It is now used chiefly in 
the trade to designate the imitations called Rhadzhnirs. The Times. 
1958: The bride wore a peart-coloured pcau-dc-soie with a train." 

SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
I... NfJ*! 2 gxB Bxd4+ 3 cxd4 Qxb5 and Black wins. 


MAGIC numbers and free 
champagne: what more could 
possibly be desired by anyone 
with sporting blood in the 
veins? Once again. The Times 
is able to offer bottled bliss, in 
the form of Nicolas Feuillatte 
champagne, to anyone who 
contributes a Magic Number 
this Christmas. 

A Magic Number is one 
that carries immense sporting 
weight and every year throws 
up new numbers. 

How about 78. 0. and 0? 
These are the numbers for 
Michael Schumacher: the 78 
points he was docked for 
crashing into Jacques VUlc- 
neuve, the zero points he was 
left with and the zero fine be 
was given for this potentially 
lethal assault. I will judge the 
numbers for their cham¬ 
pagne-worthiness. Entries 
should be sent to me at 


*2: ' J 2> 


The Sports Desk. 

The Times. 

1 Pennington Street 

London El 9XN 
or by fox to 0171782 5211. 

The final collection is to be 
published shortly after Christ¬ 
mas, so do it soon. 


RUGBYLEAGUE 

New drive for 
coaching post 

THE Rugby Football League 
is to advertise for a Director 
of Coach Education to im¬ 
prove its coaching system. The 
Rugby League joint policy 
board is hoping to fill the new 
post by early March. The 
move follows a coaching re¬ 
view funded-by the English 
Sports Council and involving 
40 erf the game's leading 
coaches. 

Sir Rodney Walker, chair¬ 
man of the joint policy board, 
said: “The coach education 
programme is fundamental to 
the board’s vision, namely the 
realisation of the game’s po¬ 
tential as one of the leading 
contact sports in Britain and 
Ireland." 


The WHdfife Specials; Eagle 

BBChSJJOpm .. 

The eagk may. as Sir David Attenbrough tdis us. 
be a m^jestfc bud erf prey noted for its strength and 
courage but as this splendidly shot film unravds.. 
your sympathy lies more and more with the 
victim Of coorsetbeeagle is an awesome creature 
and to follow the bird m full flight, as up-UKhe- 
minute tedmcfojijy' enables. us to da is an 
exhilarating experience. But it is good to see that 
little ant dope getaway from a savage predator in 

Africa and not nice to watch a golden eagle in , 
Greece craddng open a tortoise* shell by dropping 
it on rocks ton a great height The film also trades 
down eagles in Alaska, Japan and Australia but its 
rarest footage comes from die Philippines. That 
courtly is home »the worlds tallest eagle and one 
of the heaviest but there are not many left and tins 
is the first footage of them Kvmg in the wfld for 20 
years. 

Gary Rhodes 
6BC2,8.00pm 

Showing off his latest exotic wheels, which belong 

W a Jaguar XKS. the manfeaxA heads for the West. 

Country. His quarry is the Brooks family who have 
forsaken London-for the peace of rural Somerset 
and established, the country's only organic herb 
form. The (dot is that the four Brooks children, 
aged two to 14. want to surprise Mum and Dad by 
cooking than a meal and have called in the 
Bruce Forsvth to help. Tomato forte tatin. 




the menu but, as always with Rhodes, style tends to. 
triumph over content Ifhe has not been booked for 
a pantomime this Christmas he ought to have 
been.- Rhodes also pops in to the hoterin Taunton 
where he made his name as a chef at the precocious 
age of 26. : *: 

Modern limes: P ro n u acrs 
BBC2,9jOOpm 

Getting pole position-fix' the Promenade Concerts 
means lots of serious queueing and heaven help 



African fish, eagle (BBCl 8-00pm)_ 


up on the day and are ctBtiemrtuousfe <fism®e4| 
as triopers. Tliey even wear sandals and no socks, 
M mLHelenfodtards-s dehcK^sSmB feOof 
such nerdish snobbery, though there is something 
doggedly admirable about people prepared to 
campround the dock to ensure theu~ front row 
place for the Last Night. And better the Promroers.. 
lhan the corporate hospitality boxes where the, 
evening is not about music {M'e company _man 
-admits to pre fe rring Victoria Wood to Verdi) but 
entertaining clients. 

Score! Lives: JFK 
Channel 4.9-OOpm 

urt,r, hnue Followed the Kennedy revelation 


quite nasty until the Albert Hall put down a white 
tape to separate the true Prommers, who buy 
season tictets for tire, season, from those who turn 


his life & still secret; and so/despife the best efforts 
of this feature-length investigation.- it proves. Not' 
t fra t jt isn’t hugely entertaining, in a prurient way, 
m hear once more about JFK's serial w omanising 
. and friends in the Mob, whose support may bam 
swung enough votes to give hfin the presidaay. If 
the fum has anything new to offerit is in detail, not 
substance. Speaking for the first time, secro 
servicemen describe the President’s sexual exploits 
and it emerges that a favourite Kennedy book was 
a life of Lord Melbourne; another statesman of 
high birth who Eked the ladies. Kennedy's aides 
talk about living in fear that bis indiscretions 
would be made public. The media would surely not 
be as discreet today. Peter Waymaxk 


RADIO CHOICE 







I achieved at Harvard, after 
which I was a real performer 
in the penal court and 
parliament 

Angelopoulos believes in 
“catching the opportunities", 
and that this has less to do 
with womanhood titan with 
human capability. “Its true, I 
was offered to lead the bid at 
the time Hillary Clinton was 
in Greece," she said, “but I am 
never the type to say women 
must have tins or that percent¬ 
age of representation. Life is 
effort, ability and you have to 
drive and you go after what 
you want to do. The Olympics? 
My God,-1 wanted to do itH 
needed to do id And I’m so. 
very prouttsb satisfied to hays, 
done it" 


spot and then dose it down altogether an the 
.ground that no one is Estenmg Oh well. To 
maintain the morbid tone 1 notice the programme 
has been honouring the dead of late: Ronnie Scott 
last week and tonight Fletcher Henderson, who 
died in 1952 aged only 55, having already written 
the ratebook or big band arranging. This is the first 
ofa two-part tribute to Henders o n and it concludes 
tomorrow. 


(aim Kevin Growling. Zo6 Ball 200 Simon Mayo 1200 Jo 
Wiley 2.00 Radcrtfa 4JJ0 Dave Peavs 6.15 fJewsbeat 
CL30 Session 030 Trade Update IMO John Peel 1030 Maty 
Anne Hobbs IjflOm CVve Wlsrran 400Chria Moytes 


aOOwn Sarah Kennedy 7.30 Wake Up to Mtogan 030 Ken 
Bruce 1130 Jkrniy Young 1.30pm Debbie Thrower 3.00 Ed 
Stewart SuOG John Duw 7.00 Garth Brooks irv Concert (LOO 
Folk on 2 AOO The MeSotron 9.30 John Mortimer Presents 
Senaadonai Brttoft Trtaia 1000 Auitte's FsamHy Afcum 1030 
Richard Afflnson 1205am Sieve Madden 3.00 Max Laster 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


&QQam Breakfast Prog ram m e A00 David Motor 12.00 
Midday 2 O 0 pra Ruscoe on Rva 4.00 Nafiormfce 7J30 News 
Extra 7.30 Fodbd Night 1200 UWejohn 11.00 News Extra 
1240 Alter Houa 240am Up AD Night SJW.Moming Reports 


VIRGIN RADIO 


SJDQain Jeremy Ctak 7-00 Chris Evans IOjOO (FM) Robin 
Bento (AM) &aham Done IJWpoi (FM) Nfck Abbot (MW) 
Mcty Home A00 Russ ’n’ Jorto 7.00 (FM) Paul Coyte (AM) 
Caimln Janas IOjOO Mark Rarest 200am Richard Ptxtar 


TALK RADIO 


640am Pati Ross and Carol McGiffin SLOO Scott Cteahoim 
12LOO Lorraine Kelly 200pm Tommy Boyd 4JM Peter Oaetay 
7j00 Anna Raeburn SUM) Jamas Vfttate IJMtem lan CoCns 


(LOOam On Air, wttt Stephanie Hughes, including 
Strauss (Waflz The Blue Danube); Mozart 
(SchneBe Fusse; Es Lebe Sanastro. Die 
ZaiwrfKte); Seint-Safins (Taranteife) 

9.Q0 Morning Co l l e ct io n , with Peter Hobday. 
Shostakovich (Jazz Side No 11; Buttarworth 
(Loveflest erf Trees. A Shropshire Lari) 

10LOO Musical Encounters, with Mary Puffler. Vtokfi 
(Viola (TAmora Concerto in A); McEwen (The . 
Demon Lover); Lora Abom (Make Me an 
Instrument of Thy Peace) 

1240 Composer of flw Weak: Prokoflav * 

1- OOpm The Radk) 3 Lun ch t im e Concert. Live from 

St Augustine's Church, Birmingham. The 
ensemble I FagjoUn) performs Renaissance and 
earty-Baroque Ctetetmas music including pieces 
by Ludwig Sanfl. Byrd aid Lassus 

2- 00 M idw eek Choice, with Susan Shape - 

4X10 Choral Evensong. Live from St Bride's Church. 

Fleet Street, London 
SJX) In Tune, with Seen Rafferty 
6.00 Rush Hour Comteft: Voices at the Wigmore 
Halt laii Burnside presents vocal recitals 


5j55am (LW) Stripping Forecast 6.00 News Briefing 
6.10 Farming Today <L25 Prayer for Ihe Day 
Today &40 Yesterday in Pertement 8£8 Weather 
0.00 Hews 9.05 Mid w ee k , with the Tnvascohjmnkg 
Ubtef Paves and her guest noeemery Verey 
10J» (FM) News; The Garden (2/4) 

10.00 pi) News; Deity Service 
10.15 (LW) On this Day, with Geoffrey Wheeler 
10-30 Woman's Hour, introduced by Jemi Murray 
11 Jo Gardeners* Question Time (r) 

12.00 News; You and Yours, w3h John Waite 
lZ25pm BsUytenai (3/4) 12JS Weather 
1 .00 world St One, with Nick ClatVe 
1.40 The Archers frt 1JB Shippsig Forecast 
2.00 Nasrs; Who ttuiga the Hero: Rose Parks. See 
Choice (3/3) 

245 Treasure Islands, with Michael Rosen 
aao News; The Afternoon Shttt, with Daire Brehsn 
4w00 News 4JB KeMdoacope. Pai Gambacdrd Bees 
two Wms based on cartoon characters— George 
of the Jungle and Prince VaSant 
445 Short Story: A Christmas Cent to One and AIL 
by Panafopa Lwaiy. read by Brigit Forsyth 


women tokl to move out of the bus seats reserved 
for them because the seat* for whites were frill ami 
more whites had got wi the bus.-Farits, refused to 
move. The attention given to her arrest was to 
inspire Martin Luther King and it could be said 
that Ros a Fh rfr* lairprtl*^ theesmp ai gn that was tn 
end segregation. Alibe Parsons plays Parks, Ray 
SheQ is King and. Clarke Peters is E-D. Nixon, the 
civil rights activist. - Peter Barnard 


WORLD SERVICE 


OJMtan Nowaday 6J30 Europe Today 7J» News 7.15 Ofl the 
Shaft 7he Grass a Shpng zsOMarmnLive ajOO rteus A10 
Pause hr Thought 8.15 Wtetn^ &3Q BiwyMoman SJX) 
News; News in German (&8 only) SiOS WoridBunnasa Report 

8.15 The Fanning World 940 Scenes FIs 945 Sport 1000 
. Nawsdssk 10J30 Ona PlarWt 11J»Newsdostc 1140 Spate 

MsmaSonst 1200 News iZOSpra World Business Report 

12.15 Br^eirr Today 1230 WSdtrack 1245 Sport 1 M 
Netwhou-200 News 20S Outlook Z3D MagpnirXOO News; 
News In German (B4S only) 3J)5 Sport 215 Periormenca 230 
. Everyvroman 400 News.AlS From pur Own Correspondent 
430 ThsVWarid Today; Maws in German (648 only) 445 Bntdn 
Today 500 Etaope Today 500 World Bustness Report 646 
Sport600 Nmsdesk aAvlhp Wodd^Nows i(vCsrrnan^B46 
only) 706 'Nows. 7JH Cwlot* T3S Pause far Thought 700 
MJldrack it-PmoT 8JX> Newshour 900 News' 905 World 
Business Report 9 l 16 Britain Today 900 On Screen 1000 
Nnvsdask 1000 The Work) Today 1045 Sport 11.00 News 
1106 Outlook 1100 MkOXrack X-Press 1200 Newsdesk 
1230am From Our Owi Corespondent 1245 Britain Today 
100 Newsdesk 1.30 Orfsibus 200 Nawsday 230 Moidian 
Books300 Nevre 305World Business Report 215 Sport 300 
Joumay to the Centre of the Atom 345 CMdrerr to 
Conversation. 400 Newsdesk 400 Europe Today 500 
Newsday 600 Europe Today 


CLASSIC FM 


OOOam Alan Mann900Henry 10dpm Listener Request 
Hour200 Concerto. Rfchsrd Sbauas (Horn Concerto No 2 in E 
flat) 300Jamie Crick 600 Nensnight700Smooth Classics at 
Seven 800 firenkig ConcarL Tchattowky (String Quartet No l 
In D); Fteri (RaqMem); Brahms (Symphony No 4) 1000 
Mtohael Mappto. Includes atllOS Noctuma200am Concerto 
(r) 300 Mark Griffiths 


. 7.00 CocktaitSL Indudes raconSngs of Jack Jackson 
and Ns Orchestra at the Dorchester Hotel (r) 

7-30 Performance on 3. Dmftrf SStawetsky, violin, BBC 
Nteional Orchestra d Wales under Mariss 
Jansons. Ftossini (Overtm Wffliam Tefl); Brahms 
(Violin Concerto In D); Mendelssohn (Symphony 
No S to A minor. Scottish] 

. 9.1S Poatecrtafc Roto Play. Michael Bilfinrton tatks.to 
Qeanor Bran and Jtiet Stevenson (3/4) (r) . - 

940 Bwriamto Britten. Recordings made at the 1977 
Alddsurgh FeaHvel featuring Northern Sinkxwi 
conducted from tha h ai ps t &ord by Steuart 
Bedford 

1QOO Ensemble. Penny Gore introduces a rectal by 
Lorraine McAslan, vioSn, and Nigel Clayton, ptano. 
Sdtg ourP leoBs:);Salrit-Sa6nsMoiinSan^aNo 

10.45 Night Waves. Includes a report tram the world . 
fMirtere. to London, of Stephen Sondheim's first 
musical, Saturday N^rf ' 

11.30 Composer of the Week: Goehr (ri 

12J0wn Jazz Notes. See Choice 
1.00 Through the Wght, with Donald Madaod . 


Stripping Forecast 5J55 Weather 
6^0 $te O'clock News 6.30 WBdtarinM 
7JM News 7JJ5 The Archers 
720 Mysterious Ways. The Times coturmist Libby 
Pjitvrarahdude® her estotoratiw into the legacy 
• of 8 Christian mlBannaim (6/61 

« 2S - Wg ^JS ah ~ Mi * f I Co ^ h}an (6/B) 

a3 ° T* 19 . Trnss Mumrtst Melvyn 

Br ^tefts to Stephen Jay Gould, Daniel Dennett 

9*30 Kaleidoscope (r) gjs Weather 

. Wbl1d ''wfr Robto LuslJg 

“KSEaSaSp- 

— — advertise starring Juw Whfifield (2/61 
V , J2 kman ' &Rakh Lawes (2/8) 1 

^1^5 ^ Tod *y ki Parliam ent 
11-30 Horry HflTa Frutt Comer (r) 

T200 News 12L30am The Late Boole Coversattons 
IS? 1 "ft A 9 mA Wri t ten ^ R°b Long fiV5) 

1248 Gripping Forecast 1.00 As World Swvfoc 


9^^wS^^S?7i2fRSH6 F a 

by P-tor Drew, ten Hugfara. Roreenrey ante, Jret. 
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GOLD mn\NG, DRILLING & EXTRACT 1NG. 

IH SOUTH AFR3CA, A WOMAN'S WORK S3 MEVEE DONE. 





vrhmfm fOBlty h^pwirns 


GOLDEN GIRLS I SOUTH AFRICA'S FEMALE GOLD MINERS. TONIGHT AT 10 PM. 
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with two careful owners 


id 


M otor cars are the sitting 
tenant pn every square 
mdi of tarmac. Their 
nocturnal lairs are so duscve ; in 
London that estate agents drool 
over their jup-aod-cver mechar : 
nisms- and sdl. them at bedsit ' 
prices. Yet television was for many 
. years. Strangely cijy about -trans- ■ 
port's uttpnaie manifestation and 
even raw the medium affords "it" 
only a single pamanent ghetto. 

That spot. Top Gear on BBC 2, 
has created a.superstar motor- 
mouth in.Jeremy Clarkson, the 
first television personality m 
in capital letters since the advent of 
Murray Walker. The strange pro¬ 
pensity tp utter fhe second half of a 

sentence as if it revealed the 
winner of the Booker Prize 
p... arid'-" the double . wishbone. 
suspension is... ABSOLUTELY 
GORGEOUS’’) is a peculiarity of 
motoring -television and has now' - 
spread from Clarkson to all his 
top. GeorcoOeagues. 


Top Gear is a good programme 
. but .it does tend to be about cars, 
rather than their owners, and that 
Aits weakness. Asmfte-Premra-- 
shapand the House of Commons,' 
waknesscyare there tobfeexploit- 
ed by the nimble of foot and mind. 
P*als on Wheels (Channel 4) does 
just that Last night was the enid of 
its present series butltwflj be bade 
not year. 

This.' programme is not about 
dcrnble \ wishbone suspension 
(please do not bandy that phrase 
on dealers’ forecourts, I may have 
imagined it), except Th the sense 
that such bits of gear could be 
susceptib^to rpi or rust Denis on. 
Wheels takes real people with real 
cars to sell, brings an T a couple of 
oeperts to do a bit of caveat emptor 
on the bodywork and the engine 
arid then films,the actual -sale. 

• There is a superficial touch of 
Del-boy and' Rodney about Mike 
Brewer arid Richard Sutton, the - 
car-wise professionals who pull . 


the cars apart and put a value on 
. jthem, but Sutton is decidedly up¬ 
market of Beckham and if you 
offered Brewer a Reliant Robin he. 
would probably grow plans in ft. 
'These two kriow'iheir nicitorsi 
squire. ' 



T he three they knew last 
night were a Triumph Spit¬ 
fire, value £4,000, sold for 
£3,400, a VW Beetle valued at and 
sold for £3^50 and a Ford; Fiesta, 
asking price £2,600, sold for 
£2500. The most interesting deal 
was the Fiesta, because it involved 
a woman selling to twp v other 
women. Unlike men. women who 
know nothing about cars tend-to 
say so. They do not Idck'.lyres (the 
sure sign of a nan who knows 
nothing about cars), debate aver¬ 
age mileages, fuel consumption or 
ft tendency to roll in corners..in 
Clarkson-speak: If they like 
it;. . THEY JUST BUY PF. - 
The mother and daughter who 



Peter 

Barnard 


bought the Fiesta liked the look of 
it found that It drove all right, did 
a bit of-nominal haggling and that 
was that. Men buying from men is 
another matter. Rituals have io be 
gone through, although in the 
examples on offer at least one of 
the buyers was mesmerised by the 
cameras. He was not- going to. 
haggle on television. And the thap 
buying the Triumph had to admit 
that his present car was a Ford 


Orion, at which point he almost 
DIED OF EMBARRASSMENT. 

There is an area of television 
programming that is about as far 
from second-hand car dealing as it 
is possible to get and this area is 
represented with some distinction 
by Timcwatch (BBC 2). Last 
night’s In Search of Cleopatra was 
a sumptuous example of the 
programme’s diligence. I have 
given up trying to work out 
whether Timewatch is actually 
finding a new slant on established 
history: I just sit there and enjoy it 
This was not an attempt either to 
reinforce or undermine Cleopa¬ 
tra’s reputation for great beauty. 
The picture here was of a woman 
consumed with (and ultimately by) 
her love of Egypt and her determ¬ 
ination to protect it from suitors. 

Her affairs with Julius Caesar 
and Mark Antony were here 
^ portrayed as the sacrifice try 
'Cleopatra of her own physical 
integrity in order to make accom¬ 


modations which would protect 
the integrity of Egypt. But I 
suppose the most intriguing point, 
though again by no means a new 
one, is the possibility thar Cleopa¬ 
tra was a black African. In the 
genealogy there is a question mark 
against Cleopatra's grandmother, 
so she could have been black, a 
theory of special interest among 
black American educators, as 
Timewaich demonstrated by at¬ 
tending a college class. 


C leopatra, Vanessa Feltz, 
Danny La Rue: as with a 
self-catering holiday 
bought at the last minute, you 
never know whom you are going to 
fetch up next to in this column. 
Vanessa’s Day With (Channel 5) 
contained no revelations or in¬ 
sights about Danny La Rue 
because Fehz does not engage with 
people, she sort hangs around 
smiling at them. This is Hello! 
televised. 


But La Rue is beyond bring 
disliked. He is not only the best of 
the female impersonators: he is the 
most acceptable, because — as he 
said here — what he does Is 
confined to the stage. He does not 
allow anyone to see him in the 
transitional stage and, most signif¬ 
icantly. he does not parade under a 
different name on stage. His is a 
one-item agenda. 

La Rue is'nudging 70 and he has 
been in show-business for SO years. 
He is doing pantomime again this 
year, in Southampton, where he 
also lives with a daft dog and 
memories. He took Feltz to the 
Roman Catholic church where he 
worships: the priest lets him have 
a key. 

He may be a bit of a luwie but 
when he says: “I haven't knowing¬ 
ly in 70 years hurt anybody, 1 love 
my work and I thank God for 
eveiy day." you could roll your 
eyes, but you could also believe 
him. 1 believe him. 
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ISC 


& 0 OamBiniriMS Breakfast (15307) 

7.00 BB? Breakfast Hws (!) (10765) 

3.00 GoodUvlng (1D69678) 

9-25 Styta Osiillenga, (1048185} 

&50 KBroy P)F(2786475) 

10X0 Can't COO*. Wont Cook (1556340) 
1055 The ReellyUsaful Show (8555814) - 

11.35 ChangeTtat (377176S) ’ _ • ; 

M 12.00 Kevin (T) and weather (9295272) 

12.05pm Call Hy Bluff (2406765) 

12L3S dye UsACtue (5179253) 
1J»'Nywa.(T)jrid weather (80524)" ..--J . 

1.30 Reglond Mm (17248494) 
lAaTtaeWtaBwr Show (881422S3) 

1 AS Neighbours (T><41586348) 

2.10 MracaSUi) .(1857098) 

3.00 Vats'kl PtWctfbe (r) (T) (3475) 

3J0 Ptayd»ys{7505562) 3J50 ChuckteVfatoi 
(7592098)’ 4.10 Get Your Ow»n Back 
0127578) .435 Out of Tune (2494388) 
5J»rte»srDund (!) (6223773) 5.10 Blue 
Peter. The Advent Crown and a giant 
cractef (0(0194611) 

5.35 Neighbours (r) (!) (359901) 

6.00 News (0 and weather (456) 

630 Regions!News (956) . 

7.66 FaoivUiia The Spice Girts’ own range of 

ctob^ fashion on the ski slopes. Last in 
series (!) (5456) 

7 JO Tomorro w 's World How the shortage of 
.. riuri^otgmcoqtobe sah^byastn^ 
bear of electrical tr icks; Santa daos using 
the Interna (!) (920) 

&90 HB Eagta: A WHdflfe Special 
iHDi David Attenborough 
introduces viewers to the . beautiful but 
violent wQifd of birds of prey, including 
the first f&n of Philippine eogfes .si the 
wild for 20 years (1) (202307) • - 

fL45Tha National Lottery Drew With Carol 
SmiDie (731962) 

ILOONaws (!) Regional News arid weather 
.- (5291) 

ft30 AbsototofTFaSriUoust HMTaat Sflo* 

■ Edina ,-retums 'Tram ra. Pear-deatH 
experience and becomes a dffleranL 
. . person; but wifl she fuffl a mother's 1 duties 
asSaffy prepares tor her wedding? With 
' Jennifer Saundeiia. Joanna Lurntey and . 
Juta Sawafrta (2/2) ( 1 ) (1) (516494) 

10.14 National Lottery Update (152307) 
10.15Th« XFfie»:Kmkti5h Mulder and Scufly 
^: InvegilOBte lha death of athug seemlngV 
W .. , JsHacLbi^fagraxiay Jewish monster the 
' : / fiofenk-Oavid Oudwvny and Gffltoi 
- Ahd«iqn (856746) 

IIAOfnwaaion of flw Body Snateher*(1978) 

n Donald Sufherland, Brooke Adams. 

UjohaW Nimoy and Jett GoUbfcim star in 
t bi s rana Ke of the classic sri-fl thrSer 
■ aboutparasttic afien ^»res that land on 
'Earthand produce repfca human beings 
wShjxi wvfl of their own. Directed by 
:. Ph^p Kaufman (640901) WALES: 11.00 
• fighting Class: Profile of PwttyprickJ-bom 
-bcKBf Freddie Web* (7038) tl JO FILM: 
invasion of the Body Snatchers (695611) 
125am Weather (9505437). 1-30 BBC 
- News 24 

1Z55ani Weather (8814944) 

1JB0 BBC News 2M 


_VbtooPtu»+ and Om WwFt w CttJ w 


-Th* mantras next to each TV progemme 
- - - — - •»» nunban, which 


feting are VMw PkwCoda 


the video Ptoppde tor Itw^EnJStownajSi 


>w«*toi»ai!d.VWwoplua + . - -— .t . 

and Video Programmer are trademarks 
OemstatDavriopmwrf Ltd. 


6.00am Technology: Information 

Technology and SocMy (13949) . 

7.00 See Hear Breakfast News fir) (I) 
(3071562) ■- - 

7.1S Tetetubbtes. (r) (2268562) 7.40 Yakky 
Duck (r) (8628123) 8.05 ifll Mever WaK 
(r) HI (6813340) 8-30 Model. fvfiOre (r) 
(8217765). 8A5 The Record -(2541140) 

9.10 The Fugitive to (D (162^62) IOlOO 
TeletUbbfesT?2017) ' ' 

10JJ0 The Errand Boy (1961) Comedy wrffien, 
am ffisgj* md sating. Jery La«fe 

12.05pm The Phfl Sltvers Show (3191185) 
12-30 Wbtldng Lunch (r) (64901) 1.00 
. •' Noddy-(r) (5034398^1,-10 . Hammer it 

Home (73410369) 1J»'A River . 
Somewhere:. Fly-fisNng on the River 
ATtnaharra inScotJand (63272) 2-00 Take 
a MeaiWIth: Bordeaux (r) (92592678) 
2-ISCtoing^ Going, Gone: 8pedal festive 
edition (45988123) 2-40 News (!) 

• (7651630) Z45 Westminster Prime 
Minister's Questions (!) (4654104) 3.55 
; News (7) (967747^ 

4.00 Re ad y Steady Cook (949) 4J30 Through 
the Keyhole (2493659) 4-55 Esther 
partners v pets (5872185) 5.30 Today’s 
the Day (165) - 

ILOO Star Trefc The Next Generation to CO 
^859614). • 

6A5 Sliders (253901) 

7-30 A Dole with an Artist Junior doctors 
coOsboiate with painter Julie Roberts; 
■ - Jessica Vborsanger plans a tribute to' 
. Blackpool FC. Last in series (!) (562) 
BjOaBBMH Gary-Rhodes A meet for a 
famBy with an organic, herb 
farm. Last In series (T) (2746) 

BJO Home Ftioni A children’s pfay area in 
Oxfardfa John Raddffe Hospftal. . 
Redecorating a living room (T) (1253) 



ProramerSue Brady (9J)0pai) 


9.00 


■ Modem Tlmea: Prommars 

Insight into the-unkjje.culture 
of the Promenade Concert fanatics, list 
in series (T) (233123) 

9^0 Trouble - at the Top An enterprisinQ 
schame-to reverse tfwldrtunes of Reiartf 
Motors ( 1 ) (!) (767291) WALES: Picture 
This 10-20-1GL30 X Philes 
lOJONewsnigM (!) (604543) 

11.15 Prison Weekly Comparing the British 
and Dutch prison systems. Last in series 
(897838) . 

11A5 A Woman Called Smffli (r) (205611) 
1135 Weather (469982) 

12J» The MktofgM Hour (52692) ; 

1£30em Learning Zone: Eve Arnold. 

(6459321) 12A5 20lh Century Women 
(6338586) 1.10 The Gentle Sex? 
(4406925) 1.3S Gender Mattes: Women 
in the developing world (B01129EQ ZOO 
Movie Making (96215) 4.00 Languages 
(72437) 5J» Business and- Training 
. "■ (90031) . 


6.00am GMTV (2554036) 

9JZS Super ma r ke t Sweep (1057833) 

9-55 Regional .News (7600475) 

10.00 The TOn* jhe Place (69543) 

10.30 This Manning (!) (97392765) 

12^0pm Reglorwi News (T) (9209475) 

12^0 News (!> and weather (5105678) 

1Z5S Shortfand -Street (T) (5180369) 1-25 
Home.and.Away (f) (73419630) 1^0 
Quiakw (T) (38431479) 220 Countdown 
to Christinas' (45963814) 2-50 Vanessa: i 
- Had to Steal (T). (4810765) 

320 News (1), (2818843) 

3-25 Regional News (1) (3268384) 

3J0Tote TV (2932833) 3.40 The Singing 
Kettle News (8071475) 3-50 Old Bear 
Christmas Special (1589456) 4.20 
Animahiacs (7538494) 4A0 Ait Attack 
Christmas Cracker (7441320) 

5.10 WALES: Primetime Diaty (9174949) 

5.10 World oTWonder (9174949) . 

5A0 News (!) and weather (532307) 

6.00 Homa and Away (r) 0) (524) 

6^0 Regional News (104) 

7.00 Emmerdale Jack and Sarah bury the 
hatchet to the day in order to go to 
Robert's play (!) (7104) 

' 7J30 Coronation Street Judy taoes an 
ultirratum from 2pe (T) (388) 

8.00 Dm O’Connor Tonight with the Spies 
GHs, Dame Edna Everage and the 
comedian Alistair. McGowan (7765) 



Clint Eastwood stars (9.00pm) 


9jOO Unforghren (1992) Starring arid directed 

m by CTmt Eastwood. Western about a 
reformed murderer who reluctantly 
agrees to one more kilfing. Long settled, 
into a peaceful life with his two children, 
he ts coaxed exit of retirement by a young 
gun who wants his help to collect a 
bounty. Also stars Gene Hackman and 
- Morgan Freeman (!) Continues alter 
the News (7901) 

40.00 Nows (!) weather and Lottery Result 
(32814) 

10J30 Regional News (T) (917271) 

10AO FILM: Unforgtven Conclusion of 
tonight's (Urn (7696982) 

12.05am Movie Show Special (5961963) 
12J30CofBr» and Maconie’s Movie Club 
(3762692) 

1.05 Real Stories of the Highway Patrol ( 1 ) 
(4862760) 

1.25 The Night of Hie Generals (1967) with 
Omar Sharif,-Tom Courtenay aid Peter 
OTobte. A Second World War whodunit 
in which a German intelligence officer 
attempts to identify the man responsible 
to a series ol murders. Directed by 
Anatote Utvak (32727429) 

3.55 Customs Classified (r) (4744654) 

4L35 The Time, the Piece ( 1 ) (79989012) 

BlOO Coronation Street to T) (80050) 

5J0 News (57147) 


CENTRAL 


As HIV West except 

12^55pm-1-25 A Country Practice (5180369) 

5.10-5-40 Shortfand Street (9174949) 
6^5-7.00 Central News (763678) 

12.05am FBm: Cactus Rower (136741) 

2.05 Pavarotti fn Modena 1996 (5361963) 
3.00 Central Jobflnder ’97 (77608925) 

&20 Asian Eye (4395673) 


As HIV West except; 

12_20pro-12_30 lltonlnations (9291456) 
1255 Home and Away (7299659) 
12&-1J5Q Emmerdale (30084712) 

5.10-5-40 Home and Away (9174949) 
64)07.00 Westcounby Live (76746) 
1240am Short Story Onema (564IB) 




As HTV West except: 

1-50pm4L20 The Fashion Police 
(38431479) 

5.10-5.40 Home and Away (9174949) 

6 JOO Meridian Tonight (524) 

6-30-7.00 Meridian Focus (104) 

12A0ani Weekly World News (56418) 

5 JM Freescreen (80050) 


xr.-- * 1 * * * * * * * -'j 




As HTV West except: 

12.54 Anglia Air Watch (82383765) 
12-55-1.25 Whafs My Une? (5180369) 

5.10^5AO Shortfand Street (SI 74949) 
6.23 Angfia Weather (253814) 

&2&-7JOO Angfia News (763678) 

1029 Anglia Air Watch (401185) 

12.00am Tales from the Daricdde (56418) 




Starts: 7 j» The Big Breakfast (67825) 

9.00 Something So FBght (42^1) 

9.30 Film: You’re My Everything (1949). A 
musical romance starring Anne Bader 
and Dan Dafley (56962794) 

11.05 Bless This House (8672272) 

11 JO Powerhouse (9494) 

12J00 Sesame Street (39727) 

12-30pm Rlcki Lake (66369) 

1.00 Slot Metthrin (50352630) 

1.15 Tic Toe (50357185) 

1 JO Gardens Without Borders (17222456) 
1.45 Rfau Twelve Angry Men (1957, b/w). 
Classic jury drama starring Henry Fonda 
and Lee J. Cobb. Directed by Sidney 
Lunut (91419543) 

3J0 Collectors’Lot (982) 

4.00 RfteenHo-One (807) 

4J0 Pantotand (901) 

5.00 5 Pump (9071104) 

5.15 PMI (1931758) 

5J0 Countdown (253) 

6.00 Newyddlon (749036) 

6.10 Hern (864746) 

7.00 Pobol y Cwm (464253) 

7JZ5 Gtanlad Y Plrencod (400017) 

B-00 Siopa (7814) 

8J30 Newyddlon (6949) ' 

9.00 Cracker (5543) 

10JJ0 Brookslde (910456) 

10-35 Babylon 5 (19767B) 

11.30 Lloyds Bank Rim Challenge (631920) 
12.10am^k30 Under the Moon (72529760) 


5S5am Sesame Street (54807) 

7X0 The Big Breakfast (67B2S) 

9X0 Something So Right (42291) 

9.30 You’re My Everything (1949) A romantic 

m musical starring Anne Baxter and Dan 
Dailey set at the end of the stent movie 
era Directed by Walter Lang (56962794) 
11.05 Bless This House American comedy. 
Includes a guest appearance by Elaine 
Stritch (r) (8672272) 

11.30 Powerhouse Political magazine (!) 
(9494) 12X0 Sesame Street (39727) 
12J30pm Light Lunch (r) (6134833) 1X5 
Barbershop (b/w) A W.C. Fields short 
(51481794) 

2.00 The Mouse on the Moon (1963) starring 
{Margaret Rutherford. Ron Moody and 
| Terry-Thomas. A satirical comedy about 
an impoverished Mldcfle European state 
that sends a rocket fuelled by fermenting 
wine to the Moon. Richard Lester directs 
(I) (79746) 

3X0 Collectors' Lot An Elvis collection End 
bagpipes (!) (982) 4X0 FKteen-to-One 
(!) (807) 4X0 Countdown (!) (2488727) 
4X5 Rlcki Lake. Today's guests feel let 
down by the partners (!) (5867253) 5.30 
Pet Rescue (T) (253) 

6.00 Gantesmaster Computer games 
magazine presented by Dominik 
Diamond with Patrick Moore (5/10) (!) 
(494) 


GXO Roseanne The Connor household is 
thrown into turmoil with the arrival of an 
old barer friend of Dan's (r) (!) (746) 
7X0 Channel 4 News (!) (408524) 

7X0 Schubert Shorts Ciaron McFadden 
performs Helden Rostein (163272) 

8.00 Brookslde Why are Ron and David 
changing their image? Did Barry have 
something to do with Peter being 
mugged? What will Jacqui do without her 
cash? (!) (7814) 

8X0 The Real Holiday Show The last in the 
series includes reports from Ottawa. 
Cannes and camping In the Loire Valley 
(T) (694B) 



President John Kennedy (9.00pm) 


9.00 


Secret Lives: JFK The story 
ol John Fitzgerald Kennedy's 
private hfe. his aflegediy insatiable need 
to sex and amphetamines (!) (9630) 
10X0 Beautiful Thing (1995) starring GJen 
Berry and Scott Neal. The story ot under¬ 
age gay love that blossoms on a lough 
London council estate. Directed by Hetlie 
Macdonald (!) (87422104) 

12.10am Under the Moon Sports magazine 
presented by Danny Kelly and Tom Binns 
featuring American football highlights 0 / 
the match between San Francisco and 
Denver (72529760) 

4X0 SpringHH Drama set on a Liverpool 
housing estate (2415147) 

5X5 School*: Geographical Eye (r) (!) 
(6092876) 


CHANNEL 5 ON SATELLITE 
Channel 5 is now broadcasting on 
transponder No 63 on the Astra Satellite. 
Viewers with a Videocrypt decoder will 
be able to receive the channel free of 
charge. Frequencies for transponder No 
63 are picture: 10X2075 GHz; sound: 
7X2 and 7X0 MHz 


6.00am 5 News Early (4252123) 

7X0 Milkshake! (7532982) 7X5 Adventures 
ol the Bush Patrol fr) (9124475) 8.00 
Havakazoo to (9706889) 

8.30 WideWoild: Fragile Planet How sea 
creatures adapted 10 underwater life 
(4/10) (4651730) 

9.00 Espresso 10.00 Exclusive (r) (4451814) 
10X0 Vanessa's Day With Danny La Rue 
(r) (!) (8121054) 

11.00 Leeza Dial show hosted by Leeza 
Gibbons (3370036) 11X0 Double 

Espresso (90936307) 12X0 The Bold 
and the Beautiful (!) (6556366) 12X0pm 
Family Affairs (r) 0) (1552272) 

1.00 5 News Update (88894582) 1.05 Sunset 
Beach (!) (4145494) 2X0 5's Company 
(3340272) 

3X0 King of the Roaring Twenties — The 
I Story of Arnold Rothstein (1961. b/w) 

| starring David Janssen. The story ol the 
rise and tan ol a New York gambling 
supremo. With cameos from Midkey 
Rooney and Diana Dors. Directed by 
Joseph M. Newman (4223611) 

5X0 Whittle Quiz game with audience 
participation (!) (4718036) 

6X0100 Per Cent Quiz game without a host 
(4715949) 

6X0 FamBy Affairs The runaways, Charlotte 
and Liam, are taken in by a stranger (T) 
(4799901) 

7.00 Exclusive Showbiz gossip (5167814) 
7X0 Empire of the Elephant The birds and 
big game of Botswana's Okavango 
swamps (2/7) (!) (4795185) 

8X0 Instant Gardens WBliam Van Hage and 
the team continue to tackle a windswept 
Cornish coast garden (5176562) 

&305 News (!) (5162369) 



Scarabefli and Pfarpohit (9.00pm) 


9.00 Alien Nation: Dark Horizon A sci-fi 
drama about an alien race whose 
existence on Earth is threatened by a 
racist human organisation. Eric Pierpoim, 
Michelle Scarabelll and Terri Treas 
(32583920) 

10X0 The Jack Docherty Show Chat and 
comedy (1613562) 

11X5 Prisoner Cell Block H (2472650) 

12X5amUva and Dangerous Includes 
American college football and basketball 

(46622586) _ 

4X5 The Streets of San Francisco (I) 
(58874371 

5X0100 Per Cent (r) (7044012) 


SATELLITE AND CABLE 


•For .farther listings see 

Saturday s Vtswn 

SKY1 ~ _ 


AflOam Moaning G&y MO Hrtal. 

- (85678) lOJODAfXtrxx WoM (4474$ 11-00 

- Pay* ol Qur Uves g4gag| 

• «*oy (803*0) 1-OOpm Qaufcto 06388J 
200 StSylessy Bafteek (13380) 3X0- 
Jems JCBBTIWM) 4JOO Of*di wwny 
050401 Rooster Tiek.-Vayager (2901) sxo. 
Dwani Trem >829!) &30 ManedLjrth 
Chteen4B543) 7.00 The SWpspre p63D) 

' 7J»FI«dTV^72r)aXtiNi0t!!r^®^ 

- HLOOBritt'towered (385241 IMOfar 
T«k voprar (45#75) 12« Lan a»| 

. B1 TOrSjSSrtJn the Hart at 9* NgW 
Ffay J6035166) 

i ' W SKY BOX OFFICE _ 


DknrtiMiCnefitts) (8a5«7)iM0 
S3, Witt— (MSB) (433794) "L»am 
Portfee Moon (irwt) (138437) 010 
Dtana Kfennr- T iii nutti ft 008) 
jgQte-W) 4X5 j Uoddta and-Hla, Hagle 
Lamp (1905) (7052506) ■ « 

SKY MOVIES GOLD 


: TV (8132045® ZJX)SVf»«txxds(87622B58» 
aoo U* Hoad to fteflanO (60011942)3X0 
lea ware (1Z7T2814) 5JX> Ne*oaJ: England 
v Mew Zeeland (19487794) too Pool 
(B1333820) 7Xq FWi TV (16037253) 7J0 
OieW (50956727) 11 JO Oose 
EUROSPORT _ 


AOOpm ttenteg M«y(1TO9e7jnW1) 
- &0»TheBated e* CUMa Hagpe {IS70) 
i .^eo(TOq aw Soma Wild oT Wonderful 

(1987) (496150 1MMJ»5»2£23 
(B 800 in« 12 W lady la Ca a»antfl 08 N 
(7M1B76) IJMn Tha Teflt d fha Team 
fUM2) (62&C15) 3XS Momtofi CUory 
( 1088 ) (55433012) 4AS Close . 

TNT ' :___ 


fluBOpm 




# K 


V E^tiiirrrasbtaXBipawwwO 

• acr BS^GFTOE 1 (Transponder 26} 

" Tha nyhaner Man (7098) 

• Stt SQK0FFXX2 (TrantoOtsSer Kfi 

. JngfaJMteeWwTnW J „ 

.. Istsx BOt CraCEX{Tians?ander.S9J 

lha RMWaaef oro 1108^ 

-> SKY sw.omct 4 JransporoarM) 

I tbatijagaBstfeMfaotghtlIMB) 

: SKYJiOWES SCRgN1_ 


Traaeura Uaod (1990) 
11W BOy ttm Wd 
KMKorw, UXten Eya of lha Dart 
(1967) (BB441234) 2JS5 Traaewd Wand 
(19918 (38609166) SWOose 


7J0an EmogoHls (24582) UDWortd Oup 
Dream Teem (4«79) MO FBFA Federe- 
tions Cup '(20098) 11.00 SpeedwofkJ 
Uagazfrie (SD562!T2W WhHie? Maga- 
3 no (83185) t2Wpm Fffieetyfe Skfafl 
(107271 IDO Water Sting (53122) MO 
RFA FedaraDone qup (4G630) 3JXJ Foo- 
■taL-'lWad; Aab'Emlntes-v Czach 

Ftepitto—Lto. (75475) 5.00 Footed: 

utmstt v SouttiWrica—Lhe (9983Q 7W 
Tnatfor ftfflng (95833) KM Boring: tennai 
Lamb v Andrew GoWa (71253) ftto Darts 
(91017) 10W ftxXbal 090381 11-30 
MotDfcycflng (68727) 12J0an Ooee 

ukGOUJ ' 


SKY SPORTS 1 


:BjoqamcateRBkMa 

r#;« «M m temti ' tfcr 
1 I7571SS9S tfiftfak fa ttejfafa* 

- ««« 0882^11 JO WhaoTteatfan Out 

; .0080). p47« UOprw BtetilBM" 
% fne«(883S4) awife*d«rfa™*»2“; 

. 'p|BS4757 WB Hia NTOvBy f|Wg 

. mm IMP** fa 
- .nwxote-fai ws) tea 

.. Rt»tU(pj!(lsa2>(6570^2WMeweratt. 

ToMfey (WNBHteMai 6Bfl>ort- 


7Ware Sports Centra 
ong (19630) mo 

ADO Rodng N&K (7B2S3) 830 Aaotws 
(K543) 10J» Tte FbotWare’ FocstoJ 
-S»Tf75e30) 11*00 BMX (05494) ISM 
tact** (98017) 12JS0pm Bg rm 
Courittrer. mmvghM mo; 
Tta Fnotbtiws' Fbotbafi Show 61563 
sjw Football (B3494) 4X0 V-Mm (7543) 
SJDO WastSng (6235) IU» Span OnM 
(89361 830-SB OmjUown 
rno Poa <263372) 10-00 Sparta Centre 
rtv> 7 »a inaa Bg - fight "Caunsdoan 
(99974) 11W Rebel MuySsJ 
S Spartrate tSSHTt 
centre 

*vai Sports Came ®8316)-4X0 Closa 
SKY SPORTS 2 


SCRSEN 2 


tctt* (194*) 




- -uutf‘-tea teticho 

-n iarWjiy lahMU ’OtBarefitOfShar aipod 

; ass4s»aa«.- 


7.00 AreafaKX (9602676) 7X0 Sports 

as 

■aSSiiSSBBStfSB 

'S3SR Sxo Bibal Spaa (74191H) 
Centre (3008475) 7X0 »» 
ua C w 4 a n t1 UZi V Qreees U21-rt*® 
ujg3889) 1QW Sports USA (96 09562) 
SYaoStai Sccr3(471247S5,12A0am 

^sjnonaxoqpte . 

SKY SPORTS 3_ 


7X08B Bulsaye (4339659) 7X8 Ne®h- 
boure (4175534) 8X0 Qosaroecte 

(2280633) 8X5 EaSEntere (6837098) 8X0 

The BO (€038456) 8X0 Howards' Way 
(B34S088) KLOflI Ha» ™UJSS 
(1414659) 10X0The axtanc (8025340) 
11X0 Boon (6081745) 12X0 Crossroads 
(481W291) 

(46128678) 12X5 EasCndas (2CS738B) 
1X0 (4242307) 2.10 YeeMrtaw 

(6512849) 2X0 Lest ol lha Sumner wine 

•fi^SSnT- 

rad d (to Sumer Wire [&372S89) 748 
Don! War Up (6908456) 8X0 Yes MmWw 

12.13am Chancer ( 8039298) 

vice (2S017SB) 2X5 snoppng ^4818789) 

GBANADA PLUS 



CARTOON NETWORK 


AD your tevounte cannons broadcast from 
5.00am to SXQpta, seven days a week. 


NICKELODEON 


BXOam K3er Tomatoes 6X0 Aaafthl Real 
Monsters 7X0 Hey Amckt 7X0 
8X0 Doug 8X0 Neveiending Slaty 9.00 
C08C10X0 Wbnae'B House 10X0 Baber 
11 X0 Magic School Bus 11X0 Bananas in 
pyjamas 12X0 Padd in gton Beer etc 

12 x 0 pm Ude Fted Tracer etc ixo Dr 

Sense 1X0 LBIs Bear Slones 2X0 Animal 
Show 2X0 CB8C 3X0 Rocko/Doug 4X0 
Angry Beavers 4X0 Rugrate 8X0 Sister 
Srster 5X0 Kenan and Kfll 8X0 Sabnna Bib 
T eenage Witch 6X0 Moesha 7X0 C3ose 


World (72494) 11X0 EBsn (54659) 12X0 
Ftoseerne (38050) 12X0wn Mtghtstand 
(99673) 1.00 Sc*p (55499) 1X0 Taxi 
(94876) 2.00 Gayle s World (32079) 2X0 
Grace Under Fire (11586) XOO Ftasret 
(68963) &30 The Karny Everefl Show 
(35166) 4X0 Close 

THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 


TROUBLE 


BXOpn Sightings (3900630) 9X0 FttJUb 
America 3000 (1986) (12400727) 10X5 
The Malang of the ffldes: Temtinator 2 — 
30 <2869730) 11X0 Friday the 13th 
(6212475) 12X0 Sighlffgs tG834924) 
IXOam The TwtigM Zone 19660437) 1X0 
Tales at the Unspected (3302147) 2X0 
Dark Shadows (7424418) 2X0 New Alfred 
Hitchcock (7403925) 3X0 Fnd» rhe 13th 
(9202357) 4.00 Cloee 


Sulen 2X0 No Ttudon' HoUday 3X0 Reel 
World 3X0 Oceania 4X0 Australian Gour¬ 
met Tour 4X0 On rhe Road to the Islands 
5X0 Ridge Riders 5X0 Refleay Adwin lures 
Aaosa Europe 6X0 S&ppng ihe World 
6 X0 On Tow 7X0 Gres) Splendours ot the 
World 8X0 North ol Naples. South of Rome 
8X0 Portra4 ol Ireland BXO Hofclay 
(merrier ona/ 10X0 No Truckin' Hofday 
10 X0 A Fork h Ihe Fkiad 11X0 Cnies c4 the 
World 11X0 Reel World 12X0 Close 


THE HISTORY CHANNEL 


4X0pm Htier's War Machine (1121974) 
5X0 Lost CnrMsalions Cure (2007746) 
6X0 Ancient Mysteries (7419123) 7X0 
Bogratfry Capone (2572611) 8X0 Close 

CARLTON FOOD (cable) 


Goldie Hawn In The First Wives dub (SJcy Bax Office 3, from 8pm) 


BXOFamBes (7221878) 6X0 CaroAOtal Si 
(7206830)7X0 fand Date (9941475)10.00 
1 Fhre O P78712Z) 11X0 Close 


World 7X0 Home hnprowmert 7X0 
Wonder Years 8X0 RUfc Mrs Santa 
18 X 0 Deve'i World 10X0 Close 


12 X0pm Swan's Crosstip 12X0 Ready or 
Not 1X0 Madteon 1X0 Cafctomia Dreams 
200 Saved by the 2X0 Swan's 
Crossing 3X0 Blast 3X0 Ready or Not 4X0 
Saved by the BeS 4X0 USA High 5X0 
Hangtime 5X0 Cakfomia Dreams 8X0 
Blast 8X0 Madison 7X0 Hangume 7X0 
USA Hgh 8X0 dose 

CHALLENGE TV 


HOME & LEISURE 


gxoam The Joy ol Pamng 9X0 Garden 
dub 10X0 Garden Petty 10X0 New 
Yankee Workshop 11X0 Andy s Anglng 
Adwnlures iixo Hometfma 12X0 The 
Dbxman 12X0pm Hammer I Home 1X0 
Yan Can Cook 1X0 The Restoration Game 
2X0 Fumoura on the Mend 2X0 Antiques 
Tree 3X0 Two's Courtly 3X0 Home Again 


12X0pm Food Network Da*y 12X0 The 
Restaurant Show 1X0 Food tor Thought 
1X0 Twelve Chets o) Chnstmes 2-00 
Chnymas at Bdlymake 2X0 Food Nei- 
wtk Daly 3X0 Ate? and Cooking 3X0 
Graham Kerfs Mchen 4X0 AUo’e Kalian 
Job 4X0 Che! tor a Day 5X0 ciosa 

LIVING 


CARLTON SELECT (cable) FOX KIDS NETWORK 


SXOpn Grkflock (20732681) 5X0 Hay Dad 
8 G8S60543) 6X0 Bbckbustas (25687456) 
6X0 A Country Practice (28681038) 7X0 
Gat Back (84299775) 7X0 Switch On 
(20670820) BXO ftate Heater (90037433) 
8X0 The to Percenters (15887730) BXO 
FILM: 82 Gtoawoor Street (56695307) 
11X0 St BSMtera (84391630) 12X0 
MgvB CUb (83738296) 12X0am Tabs tt 
ihs (JnscpedEd (5404301211X0 Close 


DISNEY CHANNEL 


,2X0po. Wras»ig P13440W ‘iXO FM> 


sxoam The Brat {089814} 74» Corana- 
BonS (6453369) 7X0 Partita. (64651M) 
■8X0 MM (6068123) BXO WHtin 
r w, vws (49214941 10X0 Dcrtahiie 
1.3561388) 11X0 Hart to Hart 59441524) 
& toronauai St (8684746) MXOpm 
Famtas (23CTB01J l.» On the Buses 
1 X 0 PteM artp35Szra 2X0 
^Qecd Guya (7960562J 3X0 Doteiue 
(71941041 4X0 M88W- WpoeAJe 
(7173611) 5X0 Hawn peSBWT) 


6X0*re Under the Umfcrcte Tree 6X0 
Rosie and J*n 6-46 Wlnnia the Pooh 7X0 
Maddki7X0TeKAffiiy8X0Dntoain8X0. 
Bontera &00 Sunni Bean 9X0 Chip 'n' 
orae 9X5 SmeS Stales 10X0 Sesame St 
11 XO Wbi* the Peon 11.ISJtosle md Jim. 
11X5 9no Ma a Sony 12X0 Tots IV 
12X0pm fs Fun td team wm ^xit 1245 
Wrote the Pooh ixo Sesame si axo 
Amezteg Artmeis 230 Gommi Beam axo 
gpto 3X0 Grot Troop 4X0 Trtun rod 
PuTTteaiXOAtodtftiSXOGnDoytesSXO 
Dknsauts 6X0 Bfasaom 8X0 Bay Meets 


SXOren DeBy and FiS Friends 6X0 Bifly thfi 
era 7X0 Phoccho 7X0 Potw Rangem 
Zeo 8X0 Beefleborgs 8X0 Masked RKter 
8X0 Magic Bax AXO ftjdfcy the Dragon 
10X0 teapeeior Gadget 1QX0 Sarruai 
Pizza Cats 11X0 Sweet Vafey rtgh 12X0 
Ace Vmntra 12X0pre Caspar 1X0 The Tick 
1X0 It on Man 200 Fantastic Pout 2X0 
Power Rregera 2ae 3X0 BeeSetxsgs 3X0 

Masted Rider 4X0 fee Vtertura 4X0 
Casper 5X0 Trie Tick 5X0 X )fen 6X0 
5pktarm&n 6JO Sweet vaey wgh 

TCC ___ 


5X0pm Cross Wits 5X0 More on Up 6X0 
Fendy Fortunes 6X0 Catchphrase 7.15 
Us 964,000 Ouffiteon 8X0 Spa Second 
BXO KaaoksCheCenge 9.15 WTOai Takes 
AB 10X0 Tteasue Hurt 11.15 Katote 
Chafienge 12X0 Say the Word 12X0am 
Hart to Han 1X0 The Big Vtiey 2X0 
Explorer 3X0 Alan's First Ovstmas 4X0 
Jhk Sans Fnaraerc 5X0 Screerehop 

BRAVO 


DISCOVERY 


K/nom Hapfdy Brer Attar BXO Bobby's 
Wtarid 7X0 SpniU 7X0 Darns the Manace 
8 X0 Brtman 8X0 Baman BLDO Eartwom 
Jim 8X0 Ftomuald the ftendeet 845 
Pomuaid the rtenteer 10X0 Oscar's 
Orchestra 10X0 Rash Gordon 11X0 
bnogoud 11X0 Gigamor 12X0 Spoon 
T2X0pre Sonic IXO Batman 1X0 AJ*9 
Tne TraveOara 2X0 tznagoud 2X0 Fte&h 
Gordon 3X0 Sonic 3X0 Earthworm Jm 
4X0 Denote tha Menaoa 4X0 Batman 


9 .00pm The A-Team (4878611) 200 Tour 
ol Drty 14898475) 1000 RM Shoe Dales 
(5000320) TIMS RLAt SupwrtHon 
(1982] (71043374) 12XSam Ixs&e 
Mtesoa's Unbalanced wood (11742159 
1245 TOW Ol Duly (12P1B57) 1.45 Bed 
Shoe Dtartes (5390788) 2X0 RUUh Truck 
Tenwr (1974) (1192418) 4X0 Lbe*o 
N elson’s Urtalanced World (85823012) 
4X0 Family Dog (888B447) 5X0 StarSky 
and Husch (440?789) 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 


4j00pm Bush Tucker Mar (3S85K3) 4X0 
FWillne (38147651 5X0 Anelert Vltantots 
(8032123) 5X0 Beyond 2000 (3605017) 
6X0 Eye ot the Serpen (9356475) 7.00 
Mystekw Unwise (00296601 7X0 
Disaster (3815484) 8.00 Mystertous Urn- 
verae (8038307) 220 Mysterious Umuersa 
(8017814) BXO Annur C Clarte: The 
Wsroaty (4801940) 10X0 Golden Girts 
(6048291) 10X0 Zulu Mwwngers 

(6024611) 11X0 Erfreme Maehnas 
(8WCC53) 12X0 Tlw Dicenun (7287499) 
12X0wn Wheel Nuts (728B079) 1X0 
Dossier (9439(66) 1X0 Beyond 2000 
(K73383)2X0Ctose 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 


SXOam Try Uvng 9X0 Why Me 9 9X0 The 
Gordon Qotl Stow 10.10 Jerry Spnnger 
11X0 The Young and the Restless 11X6 
Brookslde 12X6pm Jimmy's 1X0 Cheap 
Chic 1X0 Ready, Steady, Cook 2X5 Han to 
Hart 2X0 Lire a Throa 4.10 Jerry Sponger 
5X0 Rolonda 5X0 Cheap 0**20 Ready. 
Steady. Cook 7X0 Rescue 911 7X0 
Myaertes. Mage and Mknades 8X0 Adren¬ 
alin JunhJH 9X0 FILM: Web of Deceit 
10X5 Sen Lite 11X0 Mora Sen Lite 


ZEE "TV 


7X0pm Grace Under Fko [94561 7X0 
Roseeme (6814) BXO EBsn (Bi04) 8X0 
CyM (7811) 9X0 Cheats (77848) 9X0 Tasd 
(36 TBS) 10X0 Fraaor (B7388) 10X0 Tha 
Kenny Eueratt Show (9G95S) 11.00 Geyte'e 


7X0 On Hcaucrty Wings (B7747B5) 8X0 
New Chlnipanasac (B7S01B5) BXO Across 
the Jungle DMcfe (0897768) 9X0 John 
HflftBon: Explorer 0684494} 10X0 Invad¬ 
ers in Paradise (8773036) 11X0 Legacy ol 
LS8 Leakey (509745® 12X0 Utte Warners 
(2625234) IXOam Ctese 


BXOam PMre Atom 7X0 Jaagran 7X0 
Gnoomia Aaina 8X0 Busincsa 8.15 Music 
BXO R&ahet 9X0 Uaniti BXO Ctd end 
Aboul 10X0 Tara 11X0 Low Cd 11X0 
Hum Aap Ke Hate Woh 12X0 Dsraar 
ISXOptn HU TK HI Hal 1.00 FUI 4X0 
Puttee Demand 5X0 AJca Bhl Hoi a Hai 
5X0 Teen Da.Paanch 6X0 Hum Parawh 
6 X0 A1 r*reHtt7X0.Lajoiy 7X0 Btetegr 
ApniBaal 8X0 News HXO S aaaantLOOPal 
Do Pal 10X0 Firm Boston 10X0 Top 10 
11X0 Punish f^hetra 12X0 dose 

MTV 


TRAVEL (cable) 


l2X0pm Cong Placas 1X0 Donsrskas 
Plane) 1X0 Bqrend Bontes 2X0 Snow 


The 24 hour music channel 
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New York rolls 
out red carpet 
for eager Hamed 





Athens in debt 
to woman who 
fulfilled its dream 



WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 17 1997 


Chairman prepares to sell shares 


Lee ready to 
step down in 
City takeover 


By David Maddock 


FRANCIS LEE, the chairman 
of Manchester City, has 
indicated that he will consider 
selling his stake in the club, a 
move that would open die way 
for a takeover. Rumour has 
been rife recently that the 
Nationwide League first divi¬ 
sion dub is the target for a 
City takeover, and that was 
confirmed this week when 
representatives of a merchant 
bank, believed to be 
Schroders, visited Maine 
Road to make a formal 
valuation. 

They suggested that the 
market price is somewhere 
between E30-E35 million with 
shares trading at £1.20. The 
club's directors have been 
advised that any takeover 
attempt would need to value 
the shares at £1.50. giving a 
price of £45 million. 

Lee has become increasing¬ 
ly frustrated at Maine Road. 
Although he is the chairman, 
he has a holding of around 13 
per cent, which means that he 
can be outvoted by other key 
shareholders, including Ste¬ 
phen Boler. JD Sports, the 
leisurewear manufacturers, 
and Greenail Whitley, the 
brewing company., should 
they join forces. JD Sports, in 
particular, has voiced opposi¬ 
tion to Lee'S regime. The 
company, headed by David 
Makin and John Waidle, has 
around a 5 per cent stake in 
City and has demanded a 
representative on the board 
and sweeping changes. 

That has already seen some 
of Lee's closest allies step 
down from die board of direc¬ 
tors. David Holt and Colin 
Barlow, the former managing 
director, have departed, and 
John Dunkerley, another di¬ 
rector, is likely to follow suit 
Dennis Tueart. the former 
City player, is joining the 
board to represent JD Sports’ 
interests. 



Hudson fights for life .. 38 

Smith's troubles-38 

Atkinson boys-38 


Lee flew to the Caribbean 
for a family holiday at the 
weekend but. before he left, he 
indicated that he is ready to 
sell his stake, for which he 
paid £6 million when he took 
over from Peter Swales, the 
previous chairman, in 1994. A 
dub director confirmed yester¬ 
day that there was interest 
from a number of sources and 
suggested that a formal 
takeover bid could be an¬ 
nounced within a matter of 
weeks. 

Mike McDonald, the chair- 



Lee minority shareholding 



No 1279 


ACROSS 

1 Fit closely, violated (anagj 
( 8 ) 

5 Exchange (4) 

9 Make sense as part of 
whole 

ID Sharp pam. emotion (4) 

1! Assyrian capital, Jonah 
destination (7) 

13 Sheen; glory (6) 

15 Title of German emperor 
(esp Bill) (6) 

IS Pablo —. Cubist artist (7) 

20 Composed; not too hot (4) 

23 Fairground slide; fast and 
careless (<► 7J 

24 Scots dagger (4) 

25 Principles of judgment (8) 


DOWN 

1 Stupid (as a brush) (4) 

2 Russian river. Boatmen 
song (5) 

3 Firing device {7) 

4 Chant pronounce solemnly (6) 

6 Quays (7) 

7 Overabundance (8) 

8 Full width; stretch across (4) 
12 Slovenly, negligent (8) 

14 Of this world (ool the acO)f7) 

16 Very old (7) 

17 Working cat (6) 

19 Killed; swing heavily round 

(4) 

2! River mammaL eg Tarfca 

(5) 

22 Opera solo (4) 


SOLUTION TO NO 1278 

ACROSS: I Eisteddfod 8 Popular 9 Chain 10 Role 
11 Uncouple 13 Bucket IS Quango 17 Ridgeway 18 Lore 
21 Evict 22 Quicken 23 Hall of Fame 

DOWN: 2 Impel 3 Tile 4 Daring 5 Factotum 
6 Deadpan 7 Anne Bdeyn 8 Pork barrel 12 Pedestal 
14 Caddish 16 Banquo 19 Oakum 20 Jiff 


THEmMTmES BOOKSHOP 




man of Sheffield United, is one 
name being linked with City. 
He attempted to buy the dub 
from Swales before Lee was 
successful in his acrimonious 
attempt to oust Swales. Mc¬ 
Donald has retained a desire 
to buy into City and is holding 
talks with Makin and Wardle 
to buy their stake. 

A merchant bank has been 
linked with a possible take¬ 
over, as a front for venture 
capitalists, who see City as 
ripe for a takeover. Even 
though the dub is valued at 
around E35 million, there is 
the potential to expand in the 
short to medium term. Within 
the next few weeks, the dub is 
expected to announce plans to 
become tenants at the stadium 
which is being built for the 
Commonwealth Games in 
Manchester in 2002. The sta¬ 
dium will hold 50,000 specta¬ 
tors and provide state-of-the- 
art facilities. 

Since Lee took over. City 
have slumped from the FA 
Carling Premiership to just 
above the relegation zone of 
the first division. He has 
appointed three managers in 
three years and has failed to 
provide the funds to mount a 
sustained attempt to return to 
the top flight. 

Lee's stake provides only a 
minority interest in City, but 
Boler is also thought to be 
ready to sell his stake, which 
stands at around 28 per cent. 
Combined with Lee’s holding, 
it would offer a majority 
shareholding. 

Boler. who is among the top 
100 richest men in Britain, is 
based in South Africa and is 
not involved in the day-to-day 
running of the dub, despite 
suggestions that he would 
providethe finance to buy 
players when he bought his 
stake in the dub a year ago. 

Away from the boardroom 
at Maine Road yesterday, it 
appeared that Uwe Rosier, the 
German striker, is set to leave 
die dub, with Everton and 
Sunderland expressing an in¬ 
terest Roster's contract ex¬ 
pires this summer when we 
will become a free agent and 
City have dedded that they 
should get a fee for him now. 

There are also suggestions 
that Frank dark, the manag¬ 
er, is finally prepared to listen 
to offers for Gecrrgi Kinkladze, 
the Georgia midfield player, 
with Everton again being sug¬ 
gested as a possible buyer. 

Across die city, Manchester 
United have received a £1 
million offer for Jordi Cruyff, 
the Holland forward, from 
Deportfvo La Coruna, the 
Spanish dub. Cruyff has 
failed to make an impact since 
arriving at CHd Traford from 
Barcelona a year and a half 
ago, and it seems as though 
the deal could go through 
quickly. 


THE NEW BOYS LOOKING TO CATCH 


HODDLE’S EYE 



Heskey, Dliberty, Ferdinand and Owen are among the under-21 j 

Hoddle keen on 


ONE of Glenn Hoddle’s fa¬ 
vourite phrases is “the door to 
die World Cup is wide open". 
His presence at Carrcrw Road 
tonight should provide ample 
reassurance to the players of 
the England Under 21 team 
that he has no intention of 
slamming it shut just yet 

Certainly not on the likes of 
Michael Owen and Rio Ferdi¬ 
nand, two of die country's 
most precocious teenagers, 
whose hopes of travelling to 
France in the summer, the 
stuff of their own schoolboy 
dreams not so many months 
ago. are now discussed freely 
and realistically by the Eng¬ 
land coach.. 

This is a chance for some of 
these young players, like 
Owen and Ferdinand, to real¬ 
ly hit me in the eye," Hoddle 
said yesterday. "It has nothing 
to do with whether you are 
young or old. that has always 
been my philosophy. 

“One part of die job tonight 
is for the under 21 team to tiy 
and get further. Another is 


Malt Dickinson looks at some of the young pretenders wife 
ambitions to press their claims for a place in England’s plans 


with the World Cup in mind. • It is easy to forger that it was 
There are no guarantees for. not always so: Far from befog 
anyone in the senior squad, a' stepping stone to senior 
We have to get that final 22 ’ level, die under-21 side was 
absolutely, spot an and we will once a twilight zone where tfae 
be watching a lot of kids over likes of Gary Owen, the fer¬ 
tile next few months." mer ManchesterCity and 

So while the setting may be West Bromwich Albion mid- 
Norwich City's ground • to- - field player, could amass 22 
night, it is against a backdrop caps over a six-year period 
of the World. Cup finals that, and then disappear altogether 
Owen wifi make his under-Zl from die England reckoning, 
debut and Ferdinand will try • Now the best young players 

to strengthen his daim as die find themselves invited to 
sort of assured defender that train with the senior squad, a 
Hoddle is seeking. privilege already bestowed on 

Overturning a 24) first teg Owen. The Liverpool striker 
deficit and qualifying for the celebrated his eighteenth 
last eight of the European' birthday on Sunday; but no 
championship is the superfi- one doubts that he will- take 
ciaj target against Greece, but the next step up in his remark- 
it is the bigger picture that able ascent of the footballing 
fascinates, the progression of . ladder towards becoming a 
English teenage talent under finisher of Alan Shearer^ 
a coach who is not afraid to dass. 
put his faith in youth. That may take some years 


It is easy to forget that it was patkrice snapping . as iie re¬ 
nt* always so: Far from befog ' ceivedno protection against 
a stepping stone to senior qonstent kkking and holding, 
level, the under-21 side was , His uneharaeferistier rash- 
once a twilight zone where tfae ■- ness cost him an appearance 
likes of Gary Owen, the for- in die first leg of this tie. when 
mer Manchester City and England struggled hadlyona 
West Bromwich Albion mid- ’. poor pitch, but Owen dawns to 


Scottish clubs set their 
terms for breakaway 


SCOTLAND'S leading ten 
dubs, who are intent on 
establishing their own pre¬ 
miership next season, were 
last night told ty the Scottish 
League first division teams 
that they will demand an 
immediate premiership of 12 
dubs from next season before 
they give their blessing to the 
breakaway. 

They are also understood to 
be seeking compensation of a 
minimum £25 million each 


year for the next 20 years to be 
paid to the Scottish League. 

The first division dubs wQl 
now present the package to 
their colleagues irr the second 
and third divisions before 
embarking on talks with the 
premier division clubs. 

Partick Thistle, the Glasgow 
dub that is bottom of the first' 
division and has debts of £2 
million, was yesterday given a 
two-month stay of execution 
by its creditors. 


field player, could amass 22 
caps over a six-year period 
and then disappear altogether 
from the England reckoning; 

Now the best young players 
find themselves invited to 
train with the senior squad, a 
privilege already bestowed on 
Owen. The Liverpool striker 
celebrated tus eighteenth 
birthday on Sunday; but no- 
one doubts that he will' take 
the next step up in his remark¬ 
able ascent of the footballing 
ladder towards becoming a 
finisher of Alan Shearert 
dass. 

That may take some years. 
yet. but'Owen is leaving lfiffe 
to chance, employing the same 
agent,.boot sponsor and dead¬ 
pan interview style of the 
injured England captain. 

He has learnt, though, this 
season that his youth is no 
protection from the behe¬ 
moths that inhabit drfences in 
tiie FA Calling Premiership, 
and at Highbury recently he 
was mercOessly battered '-by 
Tony Adams. 

It. is punishment he .has 
responded to largely by soorr • 
fog more and more goals, but 
his retaliation took on a more 
sinister edge earlier this sea¬ 
son when he was sent off 
playmg for England Uuder- 
18s against Yugoslavia, his : 


be oWer-and wiser. 

Tt was an unfortunate tiling 
that happened," he said. “I 
didn't think I deserved to go 
but it was still a stupid thing to 
da l think any player can lose 
their corf under pressure and 
get frustrated when you are. 
befog draggedbade - and 
kicked the referee is not dong 
anything about it 
“You nave got to learn to put 
up with it Perhaps when 
defenders see you are small 
they think1 will not be able to 
hahdle itbut I am not going to 
just lie down." 
in defence; Ferdinand, al¬ 


ready tapped ai semar level 
-when he', made :a. typically 
mature appearance as substi¬ 
tute, against Cameroon last 
month, is likely to be 
partbered in defence, by 
MichaeT puberty, of Chelsea, 
recently restored to fitness and 
now pushing for senior 
recognition. 

’ “It is just life a club set-up," 
Peter Taylor, coach of the 
under-21 said, said. “These 
•fads are in.the reserves trying 
. to get into, the first team and 
they know they have a chance. 
Obviously getting into a 
World Cup squad is not easy 
for any player but they have*'- 
that incentive:” • 

Taylor discovered yesterday . 
that success wfli mean a stern _ 
test of his squad’s maturity inlj] 
flic quarter-finals. The draw Y 
paired them with Germany. 

BIGLAND UNOEMT (3-Si probable}: R 
WkWitftsmch}—M Dubany {Ctabuq. ft 
Faidnam (Mteaf Nani Uhtied), RScfcmca.- ' 
Mstoo Via) -— M HaB (Cowerty Ciyi. F*..; 
Lampwd (fast Ham United), J Ctnraghar 
OJwlpooOr S [AreenalJ. D San- 

vBta fciwisea) — M Owon (IhapooQ, E 
Haamy {Losesnr Cttfl. 
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Simply no compromise 


Wame’s humour wearing thin 




ENGLAND'S cricketers have been try¬ 
ing for four years to find a way of rattling 
Shane Wame — but the answer may now 
be at hand. Far from bong infallible, as 
many suspected, the demon Australia leg 
spinner has two weak spots, it seems. 
One is a fondness for food; the other, an 
unwillingness to discuss his waistline. 

The second led to Wame being bowled, 
very publicly, neck and crop yesterday in 
a Melbourne eaterie he part-owns. The 
world's most easily recognisable cricket¬ 
er had been prompted to host a press 
conference (one thing for which he 
unquestionably has onty a modest appe¬ 
tite) . in order to unveil his waxwork 
double for Madame Tussalid's. It was a 
move that was to choke on itself. 

Having told the gathered media to fed 
free to ask questions. Wame was asked if 
he preferred tire shape of the wax image, 
which appeared to resemble a Wame 
who had spent several weeks on the 
Lawson diet (NigeL not GeoR). Clearly 
irritated. Wame snapped: That’s why 1 
don't answer any questions from you 
Mokes. That's it you've ruined it ... 
thanks very much." And with that 
Wame stalked oat of the room. 

Familiar with performing in the field 
for hours on end and usually cool under 
pressure with a ball in his hand, he had 
left the podium after just one minute: It 
was a hit, a palpable hit 

In foot. Warned midriff balge has 
become a matter of concern not only to 
himself since he relumed from a tour of 
England three months ago. Only last 


By Simon Wiude 

week. Geoff Marsh, the Australia coach, 
asked him to start monitoring his diet. 
With the festive season approaching, this 
is a stern challenge. 

As Australia’s most consistent match- 
winner, Wane has long been a target for 
gibes from opposing supporters not slow 
to feed the "fat boy” image — not least in . 
England last summer. But for any sports¬ 
man with a tendency to tubb in ess, tins 
.sort of thing goes with the territory, as 



Double helping: Wame poses 
wife his warwork dummy 


fellow cricketers "Rtf GatT (Mike 
Gating), “Tubs” (Mark TayJoij mid 
“Sumo" (Merv Hughes, a big friend of 
Wame’s) would all confirm. 

Ety and large they have ridden, the 
jokes, from the whoateafl-the-pie chants 
to the towels-up-shirts impersonations, 
with good humour, including Wame 
himself — until now. The turning point 
Miiay have been a recent incident in a one- 
day match in Sydney when his old foe, 
Darryl Cullman of South Africa, sent 
trim packing to the pavilion with the 
words: “Go and deflate yoursdt you 

balloon." 

Wame, 28, has an unusual physique. 
He possesses massively powerful shoul¬ 
ders, forearms and hands and relatively 
spindly lower legs — the result of an 
accident as a child in which be broke 
both legs. While rcaiperatmg, he pushed 
himself around in a small cart wife Ins 
hands. When be was trying to establish 
himself as a cricketer, Wame had a liking 
for junk food and it was only when he 
returned fra - a second spell to the 
Australian Cricket -Academy after a 
dismal first Test appearance that he 
tackled his youthful wdght problem in 
earnest. ... 

Unless he can take drastic remedial 
action. Wame may come to regret his 
dedsfoti to tom down lucrative offers to 
play county cricket in England next year 
in favour of spending time with his 
young family. Five months of borne, 
cooking sounds like the last dung be 
heeds.- - - - - -. 



In 1947, Thor Heyerdahl and-his fearless crew 7 
sailed their frail KonTiki raft into the history books. 
50 years-later; Eterna salutes their exploit with an \ 
enduring achievement of its own,, the Super 
KonTiki wristwatch. Built for adventure, the Supfif' 
KonTiki can take just about anything, : 

Etema Super KonTiki. Setf-winding movement ScreW-fo dBSfV' 
crown and' ease back. Scratch-teshtant sapphire crystal-- £ 

Water-res&arrt to 300 m. • “ >->■#" 
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For more Information regarding stockists in UX, Channel fcbndj^ 
and Ireland contact: Etema UX. Tek 017140526 6fr 1 ' 
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